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The summer of 1857 broke tipon tbo ^orltl 
m Englaml 'vritli little promise of the momen- 
tous events to be* enaclcil during its course. 
The commercial and domestic intelligence from 
tbe East brought by each successive mail 
sounded no rvaming note, so that tho dreadful 
tragedy of Ca^wnpore and tho news of tho Indian 
mutiny carried sudden and unexpected desolation 
to many an English, homo. The authoress of 
the following Journal was, happily, unconnected 
by any. ties of family or hriondsbip vdth our 
Eastern Empire, and to many such, the horrible 
story scarcely seemed at &st to convey tho 
idea of the wide-spread ihsnffection that really 
eristed among the native regiments. Tho first 
notion at homo seemed to be, that a much-to- 
be-lamented mutiny bad occurred among a few 
xe^ments of native troops, which our EngHsh 
soldiers in the country would soon put down 
and chastise. Gradually more wide-spread 
alarm pervaded the public nund. It was whis- 
pered that Government were more frightened 
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than tlioy cared to show; and while cavalry 
and infantry regiments were warned to he in 
readiness to proceed to the Bast, the House of 
Commons was busy discussing the comparative 
merits of steam or sailing transports. Tho 
well-known efficiency of the Indian Artillery 
was such, that it did not at first occur to the 
officers of the Royal Artillery at home tljat 
their services would be pnt in requisition ; but, 
as worse accounts arrived with each succeeding 
mail, it gradually dawned upon the authoress and 
her husband, that a voyage to India was a more 
probable contingency than a tour in Switzerland, 
which had been in contemplation for their 
autumn’s amusement? At last, about the middle 
of July, the field battery KA.., imder the com- 
mand of Captain Leopold Paget, was, among 
many others, placed nnder orders for immediate 
embarcation. He at once determined on taking 
his wife with him, if permitted to do so; but, 
though continually referred from the Horse 
Guards to the Admiralty, and the India House, 
this could not be ascertained for some time ; 
and when at last permission was given, barely 
a fortmghfc remained in which to settle all private 
affairs, to provide for the children who were to 
he left behind, and to select the necessaiy outfits. 
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CHAPTER I. 

EvnJA^RCATIOK — TOTTIKO BOTHT OHAJrfTEl — PUT XNTO 
PORTSilOTJTn— BTABT AOADT — 8EA SICES'ESB — PASS 
UABEISA — A B Hi-p ir CABOnT — OAL£ OP TmTD ■ — 
COLD AITD TTET. 

Tuesday, August 4, 1857. 

Atter an early breatfaet I drove dotni at 
8 o’clock to the Arsenal Quay at Woolwh, 
accompanied "by tko kind liiends rritli Vkom my 
husband and myself had been staying ever since 
the breaking up of our own establishment, and 
who wished to see the last of us. Here I found 
th/ men and officers drawn up, belonging to 
my husband’s field battery, and to another com- 
pany of the Eoyal Artillery which was to go in 
the same ship with ns. Then were enacted the 
scenes of painful partings inseparable from 
the depaxtuxo of troops on servico, where 
the wives are of necessity left behind, and 
greatly was the sergeant’s wife envied who 
was allowed to accompany me as my maid, 
n2 
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In tte midst of much confusion, -we em- 
barked in two small steamers, which were 
BO crowded with soldiers and .baggage that a 
comer of the paddle-boi was the only place I 
could find to Bit on, imd we were conveyed down 
the river, receiving deafening cheers from the 
garrison at Purfleet, and the different ships we 
passed, for we were the first detachment to 
leave England for the relief of the sufferers in 
India. At Gravesend we were transferred to 
the “Warrior Queen” Bailing transport of 
1200 tons, on board of which was also a troop 
of 8td Dragoon, Guards; and hero wo were 
joined by friends anxious to say one more 
“good byej” the confiision attendant on fitting 
up and arranging our cabin, and the excitement 
of the scene, fortunately preventing our dwelling 
on the misery of Beparation from all we held 
dear in this world. From various causes, and 
principally because the crew were all so drunlc 
that the captain dared not put to sea, wo were 
delayed at Gravesend till 4 p.m., and were then 
towed down to be anchored for the night off the 
I^orc. Wo found ourselvea inposscssion of on© 
of the stem cabins (tho right to which bad been 
kindly ^ven up by tho hrovet-major commanding 
the troops, who was a eingle man), and. when 
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wo liatl got it iu order, it was really eomfortatle, 
and contained a good cnpl)oard in wliicli to 
Btow away sapei^nons arliclDS. Oni two swing 
cots, wliich at night wero laced together, by 
day were’ separately triced np to the ceiling, 
because, when down, they filled the w*holo cabin, 
so that one had to go about on all fours under 
them, which rendered undressing rather a 
difficult matter; and heforo wc attempted to 
dress in the morning onr soldier servant was 
summoned in to assist in tying np the cots, 
wlulsl I retreated into the cupboard till the 
operation had been performed. Wo thought 
OUT first dinner on hoard'*this evening a very 
bad one, but made allowances for tbo first day, 
considering that nothing and nobody were in 
tbeir places, and the steward (evidently an in- 
efficient one) remarhahly tipsy, 

"Wednesday, August 5. 

Towing commenced again early this morning, 
BO that we found ourselves opposite Margate 
about breakfast time- Talking of breakfast, 
nothing can be conceived more nasty than our 
meal so called I Tea, both greasy and muddy, 
indifferent bread, and rancid butter, served ou a 
JiUhj tablecloth, accompanied by knives, forks. 



G 


LIFE IN INDIA. 


and spoons of questionable cleanliness, and staff 
called preserved milk, -which our captain thought 
us fastidious for refusing, but which, in colour 
bright pink, with a most offensive smell, was, 
no doubt, a horrid compound of brains, &c. 
About luncheon time, which repast consisted of 
biscuit and jam, or cheese, we were off Deal, 
and the captain having announced his intention 
of going on shore to get various stores in which 
he found the ship deficient, we detenmned, 
with several others, to accompany him, for the 
pleasure of setting foot on English land again, 
and for the scarcely smaller pleasure of securing 
a clean, good dinner. Deal is a quiet little 
town', remarkable for its cleanliness, with a 
population chiefly of pilots and fishermen, 
who reap a harvest by Iho frequent wrecks on 
the Goodwin Sands. Wo sauntered about, 
made a few purchases, had an excellent dinner 
nt the Royal Hotel, after wliich wo returned 
to our ship, which was again anchored for the 
night. One of tho sailor's bods was discovered 
to bo on fire to-day, occasioned probably by 
a drunken man sraoking. It was fortunately 
found out in time to tlirow it into tho sea, 
before tho fiames had spread furlher than tho 
bedding; but our commanding officer, finding 
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cxtremo carclossiicsa twid ncgloct prevail fttnong 
the officcra of the sliip, made stringent re- 
gtdations for military police, v^liich I Imst 
may, under Providence, bo the means of our 
safely. 

Thursday, August C. 

"Wo conlinned being towed past Folkestone, 
and steadily doviTi Channel, till this afternoon, 
when the tug cast ns loose off Benchy Head, 
where apparently wo are likely to remain, as, 
however great the sailingpowers of tho “Warrior 
Queen*' maybe ^tb a favouring brccic, they aro 
wholly unequal to progressing much with one 
dead against her. There aro two othcr^ladios on 
board, both more or less suffering from sea sick- 
ness, and I felt miserably cold and motchod, 
though determined not to give in. I do not 
believe I should be at all ill if it were not for 
the horrid smells and the bod food. No one 
whose ideas of the comforts of a long voyage are 
founded upon the accommodation of a fine pas- 
senger ship, can know the horrors of a Iran^ort, 
and this one was despatched with such ill-judged 
haste that she was very badly found in every 
respect. There are no cuddy servants except 
the one bad sleward ; and from hia cupboard, 
called a pantry, at the bottom of the companion, 
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emanates an odour of grease and oil that 
pervades the -whole ship. Then the bilge 
water ! I despair of conveying an idea of the 
horrors of that smell, which penetrates every- 
where, even into our clean cabin: I did not 
thiTiV it was possible to suffer such intense 
annoyance from such a cause, and I fWl inclined 
to envy one of our friends, who is deficient in the 
olfactory sense. TVe had thunder and lightning 
and -violent rain last night, and some showers 
to-day, which made us look out warm cloth- 
ing. The soldiers have 'exchanged their 
uniforms for white jackets and red caps, 
a remarkably picturesque, but cold dress, con- 
sidering the recent change in the weather. 
They all sleep in hammocks on the lower deck, 
which is open from one end to the other, and 
on fine days the hammocks are brought up and 
piled on deck. The poor women have no accom- 
modation of any kind as yet, but the captain 
promises to put them up something. Fortunately 
there are only two — my sergeant’s wife, and a 
black Ayali, engaged for the voyage by one of 
. the other latUes. They have liithcrto slept on 
chairs, or tables, or anyahero in a comer, and 
only get a chance moutlifnl after our meals, 
which is a great shame, ns wc pay liighlj* 
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for tliexr passage. ViC ftre well off in one re- 
gpecl— that of lianng two saloons or cuddies, 
wlucli in wet weather will ho a great ad^ antago 
to BO largo a party, as eighteen could scarcely 
find room at ono table. 

Sunday, August 9 

The last two days I have been too ill to do 
any tlung hut he on my hack, and the weather 
has hccn. most wretched — continued storms of 
wmd and ram, and the former dead agamst ns, so 
that wo heat hackwards and fonvards hctssccn 
England and France, scarcely making any real 
progress at oU. ilost of ns were >ery ill, 
and no comforts procumhlo, all there uas 
to eat hemg very mdiffercnt, salt jtml». 
and fowls that had died of sea sickness. 
About noon to day we neared the Isle of 
"Wight, and the officer commanding decided 
on ordermg the ship into Portsmouth, that her 
total deficiency m proper supphea might be 
reported to the autbonties. We had started 
with onlj BIS sheep, which were, of course, 
nearly consumed, and the ship’s boilers uere 
not large enough to cook the soldiers* dinners 
The whole day was most unlike a Sunday. 
Illy husband read service *bn deck, where the 
soldiers were assembled, but his voice was 
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nlmoHt lost nnn<I«it thi tininiU of nml 

^•’ilcr ^^o nnoliorwl ui.tho ofT St 

llolon R, niiJ our«ol\c«i mul o'licrrt «fnl on 
plinrc ^^o most tfccwtHl 1»> 

onr kiiul fnciitlR nt AdmintU} lIoii« 5 c, wlio were 
not n little fiurrn‘‘C»l nl our nncxprctcil nm^a! 
nl ten o clock nt ni,?ht TIio coinforlH of n 
sUadif bctl anil n \\nrm bnlh \Tiro full) nppro* 
dated, lliou^li it ^as tliflicuU nt first to bclioic 
the room not in motion 


SIo» lay, Augu»l 10 

Ono must Imro been a week nt iiea in n 
dirt) transport, full) to ciyo) tlio dtli„'lits of ft 
clean tablocloUi, ami nil tlio upplmiiccs of ft 
comfortable breakfast table, m a room looking; 
on n green garden containing fine old trees 
After breakfast wo sallied out to Inj m jmvalc 
stores for tbo Toyago, and paid visita to several 
fnends , but •ns tbo length of onr stay n as un 
certain, ^wo did not venture to accompany our 
land entertainers in tbcir yacht to sco tlio 
rrench Emperor and Empress pass tbrougb 
tbo fleet, on their return to Havre, from visitmg 
our Queen nt Osborne In tho cvenmg 110 
leaTned to our dolfglit that wo might spend 
another night on shore 
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TtiMilay, August 11. 

Hearing ■wo ■were still at liberty to remain 
on shore, v;(i made an early expedition to Hyde, 
to sec some relations -who -weTO staying there, 
and on onr return to the Admiralty House re- 
ceived the unwelcome intcHigenco that wc must 
jointho rest of onr fellow passengers at the inn 
and proceed on hoard our ship. A hard shower 
came on, and wo had a most comfortless sail 
to the “'Warrior Qncen,” winch wo found as 
dirty and unsweet as ever, though tho improve- 
ment in our prospects hold out hy a new 
steward, with two cuddy servauts under him, 
and the promise of two clean tahlecloths 
a-weeh, restored us to tolerable good humour. 
I was very busy re-arranging our cabin, and 
getting out every thing likely to bo wanted for a 
long voyage. Tho ship swarms with cockroaches 
of all sizes, “which I believe contribute towards 
the offensive odours on board. *We go to bed 
soon after eight, as most of the evenii^s have 
been wet and cold, and the saloon is far too- 
unsweet for one to wish to sit there. The 
soldiers’ hospital is immediately underneath, 
and is ventilated means ♦of a trap in the 
floor, so that all the baJ air passes tlirough 
tho saloon, and one of the cabins immediately 
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adjoining tho trap iB almost intolerable Our 
ruglits are not so very long after all, for sleep 
after four is out of tlie question-, as tlien begins 
tbo mysterious operation of holy stomng, and 
pumpmg over head, and -when that is over, it is 
time to begin tho before mentioned arrange 
ment of our cots, previous to dressing for 
breakfast at half past eight 

Wednesday August 12 

"We lay at anchor all last night in a fog, and 
remamed all day in a dead calm, opposite the 
"Culver Chffs, driftmg out with tho morning tide, 
and back again in the afternoon The day "was 
os arm and lovely, but it was tantahzing to be 
detamed thus ■mtlnn sight of land I went for 
ward to day to inspect our new live stock They 
consist of a goat and kids, plenty of pigs and 
sheep, some less bihous looking fowls than those 
we started "with, a black retriever, with four fat 
pups, a bull dog, and sundiy soldiers curs 


Thursday August 13 

Had the satisfaction this morning of hearing 
we bad made good way during tho night There 
■was a thick fog early m the eaenmg, during the 
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coulinuanco ot wliicli ttc lay to, nfid rang a bell 
CTcry (quarter of an iiour, to warn ony'approacli- 
ing steamers oC our vicinity ; it cleared off at 
midnight, and a favourable breeze springing up, 
carried ns down to Portland by daylight; and, if 
it contirines, rvo expect to be clear of the Channel 
to-night, and the pilot iriU tato our last English 
letters on shore. 


ilonilay, Aagast 17. 

There has been little to record for four days. 
The hreeze freahened considerably on the even- 
ing of the 18th, V7luch sent ns dovni Channel at 
a great rate, at the same lime reducing most of 
the passengers to a pitiable state. We ran 250 
miles in twenty-fonr lionrs, which took us well 
into the Atlantic swell, and then the pitching 
and tossing were terrible. Our cots did not 
answer— they swung unevenly, owing to the 
difference in our respective weights ; and, be- 
sides the feeling of suffocation consequent on 
heing so near the cejling, we humped our heads 
dreadfully in getting in and out. On Saturday 
I was too ill to leave my cabin, and we thought 
at night we should feel the motion less if wo 
pul the cols on the floor ; and such a night I 
hope never again to pass 1 Every tiling that 
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could moYO Kad long since left its proper place ; 
every comer of tlie cabin ms etre^wed TOth debris, 
and vre •were obliged lo hold tight to our mat- 
trasses to prevent rolling against the Loses, one 
of -which t^eatencd to fall on and cmsh our legs. 
Sunday mormng broke witli a lighter wind, and 
as soon as I was able to crawl on deck, the 

fresh air revived me wonderfully. L read 

prayers to the men on the poop, who were 
arranged in four rows, the tliree front rows sit- 
ting, and the back one standing — whilst the 
officers were grouped round the companion, the 
top of which, covered -with a Union Jack, formed 
a kind of reading-desk. To-day the climate is 
sensibly warmer, but the -wind is lighter, and 
we do not get on so fast. Wo'spoke a large 
ship, a trader from Liverpool to Valparaiso, 
which, in the monotony of a sea life, was quite 
exciting. 

The poor woman who was to act as my maid 
has, of course, been moro ill than I have been, 
and no wonder, in the suffocation of the -wretched 
box partitioned off the men’s, deck for her and 
her husband. I have never seen her since it 
began to blow, having been nursed wlioUy by 
ray husband and our old soldier servant, who, 
fortunately, were neither of them iU. 
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Tacstlfty, August 18. 

To-day vrc spoke one of Green’s large ships, 
hound like otff&elves to the Bast ■with troops. 
No douht their comforts far exceed ours, as his 
vessels arc considered very perfect in venti- 
lation and accommodation. A solitary duck 
passed na, sailing alone on the ■wide ocean, 
and looking so lonely, though, no doubt, his 
mate was near, though unseen hy us. The slup 
rolled fearfoUy to-day — walking was impossible, 
and. sitting very insecure, hut I am thankful at 
having got over my sea sickness, though my 
head still suffers, feeling sore all over, and burn- 
ing at the top. We had a game of whist this 
evening, under difficulties. It rained a littlo, 
and each player held an umbrella, and the wind 
blew all stray cards in various directions, whilst 
frequently a lurch, stronger than usual, sent at 
least one person rolling on the deck! The 
soldiers sing in chorus in cahn evenings, 
which sounds very pretty. It gets dark very 
soon now, and I suppose in tho tropics we 
shall all go to bed at six, for it seems generally 
agreed that sitting below is a thing out of 
tho question ; unfortunately sleep is often 
quite impossiblD, for, in addition to the roUiog 
and pitching of the ship, a crowded London 
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thoronghfare is quiet compared to the creaking, 
straining, and shouting of the sailors, and other 
noises on ship-hoard at night. , There are two 
things almost unbearable to those suffering from 
sea sickness — first, the perpetual motion, and 
it is nearly maddening when reason tells you 
that your agonizing prayer of “ stop the ship, 
only for ten minutes,” cannot be complied with; 
secondly, and scarcely more endurable, is the 
unceasing roar of the waves, a dreadful rushing 
sound in the ears, that never, never ceases ! 

Thursday, August 20. 

The last two days have been busily employed 
in organizing a school for the soldiers, but 
having very few books, and no slates, it is dif- 
ficult to know what to teach. My occupation 
this morning was writing out a great number of 
arithmetical tables, and I am veiy glad when 
the school hour arrives ; any regular occupation 
is Bucli a blessing in our monotonous life. 

Friday, August 51." 

On coming on deck tliis morning, the island 
of Madeira was very plainly visible, and by 
twelve o’clock wo were abreast of it, at the dis- 
tance of abont six miles. On this side it con- 
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Bists of a majestic monntain, risin" almost 
perpentliealaTly oat bf llio pca, aT)oat tlic ceutrc 
of livluch is a aide Cssnre, or rame, apparently 
extcntUng far into tlio interior; and there arc 
fine detached rocks projecting into the sea. 
At the ‘top of the cliffs tao distinctly saw green 
fields, dotted with booses and clmrchcs, and 
a conTcnt on the ’rcry summit of one of the 
hills. Every availahlo part of tlio rock is 
formed into terraces for the vines; and down the 
face of the cliffs, facing tho sea, u’crc sovcral 
high waterfalls, looking like silver threads. It 
is needless saying how wo longed to land on 
tins lovely island, and even to have taken on 
hoard a cargo of fresh frml and vegetables wonld 
in some degree have mitigated our regret; but 
not a boat appeared, and tho lazy Portuguese 
little knew what a harvest th’cy were losing. 

Satarfay, August 22. 

To-day we passed the Canary Islands. The 
Peak of Teneiiffo was Hdden by the nearer 
TQOuntain of Palma, whose point shone out 
bright high up in the sky, lighted by the rays 
of the afternoon sun, whilst the clouds floated 
across the lower part, hut we were too dis- 
tant to distinguish small objects. The colour 
c 
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of the sea is now glonous An intense bleu 
Eugenie gives to ladies the best idea of it that I 
can express, and the climate as heavenly not 
in the least cold, and yet by no means hot, with 
a balmy breeze waftmg us along at a good speed 
One only regrets the absence of twihght, and 
that the moment the sun dips into the sea it 
begms to get dark, so that in ten mmntes all 
books or work are obhged to be laid aside then 
generally commences a grand game of cock 
fightmg, or similar amusements, among the 
young gentlemen , followed by ernging, either 
amongst ourselves or the soldiers, sometimes 
varied by the latter dancing hornpipes or jigs* 
to the music of a flute and bones I saw to 
day, for the first tune, some flying fish — pretty 
httle white, ghttermg things — ^very decidedly 
^y^g» not leaping, as some boolcs of natural 
history would lead one to unagmo The 
luminous appearance on the sea, winch I also 
witnessed for the first time tins evening, 
was very different from my imagimngs, wluch 
had pourtrayed a sheet of white fire, whereas 
tins appeared hko mnumcrablo diamond balls 
rolling through the water m the wake of tlio 
ship 
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ilontlay, August 2i. 

Yesterday being the first Snntlay wlicn avo 
vrero all qnito ■well, atnl n most lovely day, ■was 
enjoyed accordingly, tliougU tlio vrant of diver- . 
sUy of employment mabes it always a long 
day on board sliip. At nigbt the Avind died 
away, and we lay rolling in an Atlantic swell, 
witbont hope of sleep. It is astonisliing, how- 
ever giddy and tmcomfortablo we feel all the 
morning, bow we revive after dinner ; in facti it 
is onr only good meal, and one bad need of n sea 
appetite to donsider it in tbal light. Tbo^lablcs 
in the eating saloon arc covered with bars, 
supposed to keep the plates and dishes in their 
places, but wliicli Kgnally fail in their object, 
and the soup and meat go larking about in 
company with the decanters and glasses, and 
dinner rarely passes without a smash. We 
ladies have quite given up having onr meals 
below. I generally have a bason of coarse oat- 
meal gruel directly I come on deck in the morn- 
ing, which serves me for breakfast ; the bread 
and biscuit are both nneatahlo, which is a great 
privation. At twelve, we have either a small 
puddings made by one of our seivantB.^ or a cup 
of arrowroot; and onr dinner, at four, is brought 
to ns on deck, where wo eat with our plates on 
c 2 



20 


LIFE IN INDIA. 


our knees. The mutton is generally good, but 
every thing else is very nasty, unless I except 
an occasional bottle of jti^served haiit. It is 
quite shocking how gieedy this mdifferent food 
makes us feel, and how we look forward to and 
talk of the good things we expect m India ; 
and, before long, I fear we shall be worse off, 
and put on short allowance. 


Wednesday, August 26 

Altliongh we have entered the Tropics the 
weather continues cool on deck, though helow, 
when wo have but httle wind, the closeness is 
suffocating. A poor htUe Scotch temcr, of 
amiable maimers, belongmg to one of the offi- 
cers, who was a favourite with ns all, has dis- 
appeared mystenouslj, it m supposed that 
when she was loolong over the side, a violent 
roU of the ship throw her mto the sea, when it 
15 very sad to think of her fate, swimming till 

strong faded her, and then poor httlo 

thing! Lately wo have taken to walking a mile 
every evemng at dusk, winch, ns near as wo can 
reckon, IS 110 turns on tho poop Tlio moon- 
light is delicious , and though the moon is only 
five days old, tlie light is as great as tliat of n 
lull moon nt Ijonie 
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Sunday, August 30. 

■We'liavo made good progress, and passing 
outside the Capo do Ycrdo Islands, aro now 
steering s.E. towards the coast of Aiiaca, Wo 
all felt ill again on Friday, owing more, I think, 
to the weather than the motion. There is 
plenty of wind, hut it is hot, stichjt unre- 
freshing, and is a Sirocco from the African 
Deserts. My husband and I have had our cots 
taken down, and a wide bed-place made across 
the stem windows in our cabin, which we find far 
more comfortable. Fresh meat will not keep in 
this weather, and latterly wo have been reduced 
to fat pork, which at homo, if one felt qualmish 
and ^ddy, though ravenously hungry (an 
anomaly only experienced .on a long voyage), 
would certainly ho the last dinner one should 
choose, particularly when served on very greasy 
plates, accompanied by knives, forks, &c., in 
similar condition. Oar allowance of water is 
only a pint each, of the consistence * of thick 
soup and with a horrible smell ; the same is 
used for cooking, and the poor soldiers have to 
drink it. We have a small filter in our cabin, 
where wo collect two or three days’ allowance 
tor {he purpose of cleaning our teeth. We 
possess also an India-rubber bath, which we are 
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aljlo to U80 daily — except m \orj rougli wDatlioT 
— filled Tvitli sea water In this muggy, uu- 
•wliolesomo •weather, vre have, not heen well 
enough to keep school, and the poor soldiers 
seem to feel its depressing mfluenco too, for 
they he about the decks asleep, hke so many 
hounds m a kennel, over and across one another 
in every variety of attitude, with no rehef to the 
tedium of the long day. 

Tuesday, September 1 

An agreeable change m the -vVeather, but for 
tivo days •we have been nearly becalmed. Yes- 
terday a boat was lo'wercd for the amusement 
of a pull on the Atlantic, and a beautiful httle 
^creature of the nautilus tribe was caught and 
brought on board Tho sailors called it a 
Portuguese man of war It ■was composed of a 
bright hloc jelly-like substance, mthont apparent 
bead or tail, and its httle sails were folded, but 
it contamed so much electric fluid os to give 
a stmgmg sensation to the hands, not only of 
those who touched itself, but the cloth on wlbcli 
it was laid, or the water m which it floated 
To day, m remembrance of the gmmmg gomg 
on at home, we had some pistol practice at a 
bottle, the motion of tho waves rendermg it by 
no means easj to hit In the afternoon there 
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■was great oxcitement prodaccd by the appear- 
ance of a shark. AYlicn first I saw liim swim- 
ming ronnd the, ship, witli the greatest uncon- 
cern, and deaf to all the noise, I thought Ixim 
by far the most beautiful monster I had ever 
seen, exactly resembling in colour the fabulous 
green dragons of fairy tales ; his large side fins 
maldng an excellent substitute for wings. He 
snapped greedily at a piece of pork fastened to 
a hook, and to do this ho was obliged to tuni 
on bis side, as a shark’s jaws arc so contrived 
that they ate unable to seize their prey in their 
OT^ary position. He was hooked by his npper 
lip, and but shghtly, for ho soon broke loose, 
when, sltango to say, tho hook caught in ‘his 
tail, and we were in hopes of securing him; but, * 
unfortunately, after vain attempts to throw a 
noose over liim, or stick a harpoon in the 
struggling monster, his captors grew impatient, 
and endeavoured to pull him out of the water 
by the hook and line, when, of course, his weight 
tore away the piece of tho tail, and ho escaped. 
The moment he was drawn into the air, the 
illusion of his beauty Ttmished — ^the lovely green 
colour being produced by seeing hirn through 
— renii Viu 'very much Tesemhich u hogB 
cod-fish. 'Ho was not a largo specimen, his » 
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length appearing to be about six feet, and the 
sailors estimated his weight at about 1201bs 
It was very curious to see how closely he was 
followed by two pilot fish, beautiful httle things, 
with cross stnpes of brown, who never deserted 
him, and even in his similes for his life kept 
swimming round and round him and finally 
escorted the wounded monster off m triumph 

Fnday, September 11 

All this time we have been struggling with 
contrary winds, and beating about in the Bay 
of Benin, without makmg any progress One 
day a boncta was caught, a hideous, smooth, 
hard, and slimy fish, without scales, like a 
wooden toy, and it proved qmte uneatable 
My poor maid has been very ill, from the bad 
air below , and some of tbo soldiers bavo also 
suffered, ns dunng tho squally weather tho 
hatches have boon battened down The heat and 
smells that nsc from the hospital surpass any 
imagination , and wo aro thankful to have heen 
lutherto preserved from any mfoctions disease 
Tlio glass and crockery aro rapidly dimmishing , 
wo haAo now only two real tumblers lefi, and find 
tho bottoms of old 1 ottics an excellent sul sti 
Into I do not know wlitil wc are to do when all 
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t)iG plates and dislics are gone. Our amusing 
powers are utterly eslia^sted, all energy for 
games and •amusements vanished, and wo arc 
reduced to a state of passive endurance I 

Banday, Septemljer 13. 

Wo had. the great pleasure yesterday of 
sending home letters hy a Danish ship bound 
for Bordeaux, whose captain promised to post 
them. As ,8he horo down towards ns with a 
favourable wind, there was a doubt whether sho 
would stop to pick up our packet despatched in 
a boat to meet her. However, sho was too 
anxious for news to mind the delay, and waited 
whilst we sent some old newspapers on board. 
She ‘Was laden with rice from Bengal, and was 
forty-five days from the Mauritius, from whence 
she carried, as passengers, an English merchant 
and his two daughters. The comforts they were 
■enjoying made rm grumble over our miseries. 
The deck saloon was beautifully clean and 
sweet, and they had three nice goats giving 
' nulk, whereas our Nanny only gave a cup-full 
for three days, and none ever after ; but what 
was of more importance than all the rest, they 
had such a large supply of delicious clear water, 
that they absolutely used it for vrashing their 
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clothes I Tho Dane Imd no accounts from Lidiii 
of later dates than <^rs, but ■wliilst sho ^vns at 
tlio Mauritius an Indian officer had arrived there, 
and taken hack Avith him to India every avail- 
able soldier, at tho some timo leaving directions 
for those troops who touched there, en route to 
China, to ho forwarded to Calcutta ipstead. Wo 
have been two days in tho Southern trade winds, 
getting on at the rate of 200 miles a day. The 
temperature is delicious, like a good spccimeu 
of May at homo, I entuely disbelieve in Tro- 
pical heat at sea; a cloak is always ogrceable> 
and wo never feel hot. Our captain bolds out 
hopes of touching at the little island of Tristan 
da Cunha for fresh water and provisions, as we 
are r unnin g short of both, and several sheep 
have died, or been killed to save their lives. 

Tuesday, September 15. 

Two of the sailors were found drunk in the 
hold yesterday, having broken into a barrel of 
beer. In the Merchant service the captains 
execute summary justice at sea, so the exami- 
nation of the culprits ended in a* tremendous 
scuffle, during which our skipper, who is a 
powerful man, knocked down the offenders, and 
hammered their heads against the deck, pro- 
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paratory to putlmg tlicm in irons ; and as it 
is not a first offence, lie ^ircatcns to imprison 
them on our arrival at Bombay. Tlic coarse 
familiarity Bubsisllng in the merchant service 
between officers and men is very' strikiiig to 
those acenstomed to tbo respectful manner of 
her ^dajesty’s soldiers and sailors towards their 
superiors. 

• Sunilay, September 20, 

A. largo creatoro, of tlio whale land, has been 
playing roond the ship, Ircqaontly lifting his 
great head and shoiUders quite out of tho water. 
He was thpnght to ha a fin-haek, a kind very nn- 
ptoSlahlo to whalers, ns they nro difficvdl to 
catch, and yield hot vciy little blubber. AYo 
passed 'on uninhabited island, colled Trinidad, 
daring the night, situated on the coast of South 
America, and are now endeavouring to hear to 
the Eastward, to make Tristan da Cnnha. TVo 
have a good deal of mist in the evenings, which 
obscures the brightness of the stars. I miss 
tho dear old familiar foco of the Great Bear, 
and am much disappointed in tlio Southern 
Cross, which is composed of bright stars at a 
great distance from each other, and rarely 
visible at the some time, instead of a vivid, 
distinct diamond-like cross, as I had pictured to 
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mysolf. A few Ci\ cnings back tlio soldiers got 
\ip n kind of fantoccini, and managed the mfi- 
cbmcry of the dancing dolls remarkably well, 
though the dialoguo was rather a failure. Wo 
have attempted to get up some psalm singing, 
to enliven the service on Sundays, but ■without 
success, owmg to the soldiers* shyness, and the 
want of' a musical gemus among the officers to 
lead them. 

Tuesday, September 22 

For two days it has blown very fresh, but un- 
fortunately m a wrong direction, so that wo 
are ncanng the Amencan coast, and shall have 
to retrace our steps. Yesterday two great blocks 
and chams fell from the mizcn mast amongst 
the men who were haulmg at the ropes, most 
providentially without mjunng any one ; and as 
it IS the third or fourth time the blocks have 
come down, it leads one to infer that the iron- 
work of the ship IS m a rotten state. This 
mormng, just as I had fimshed dressmg, the 
ship gave a tremendous lurch, which spilled the 
water, and set every thmg floating in my cabm ; 
and I found, on gomg on deck, that the bowsprit 
had just been earned away, with oU its sails and 
tackle Tins is vexations, as the repair will 
cause some delay "We have been followed for 
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several days by the pretty black and white Caxio 
pigeons, and some of the gentlemen amuse tliein- 
Bclves by shooting at them, whicli, as tlicy can- 
not bo picked up, is cruel sport. Many beautiful 
albatrosses also constantly fly about ris. They 
are most graceful birds of the gull land, with long 
wings, measuring ahonl 5 feet from tip to tip. 
They are mostly wlute, with black spots on tho 
wings, though some arc altogether black. Onr 
captain says, if one was cangbt it could not 
rise from the deck, as they require to paddlo in 
tho water with their web feet before they con 
take flight. • 

Friflay, Serptember 25. 

"We are sailing along bonnily, on a fair ivind 
now, a Uttlo South of tho latitude of tho Capo, 
though far to tlio "Wcstwanl. It is vciy cold 
for the Mud of bivouac life wo lead, and difficult, 
on account of the motion of tho sliip, to tako 
sufficient exercise to keep up the circulation, 
and wo feel tho want of a flro and warm clothing 
dreadfully. '"Wo raced an enugrant ship all 
yesterday, passing her at night, and being 
passed by her this morning ; she is from Liver- 
pool, bound for Port Phillip, and eight days 
longer out than us, and must have encountered 
worse weather, as part of her hnlwarks have 
been carried away. 
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Tue'iday, September 29 

On Sunday the motion was too great to 
allow of more than a few prayers on the quarter 
deck Early in the morning our mam top sail 
yard came down with a tremendous crash, 
brmging blocks and chams and every thing with 
it Providentially it fell slowly, like a great 
tree, so that the men had time to get out of the 
wa^ It took the whole day to ng a new one, 
which, with great exertion, was got 'up an tlio 
night this impeded our progress, hut still wo 
made 219 mdes in the twenty fonr hours, and, 
to our regret, passed tho mshed for Island of 
Tnstan da Cunha seventy miles to the north 
ward Tho heavy night dews now saturate our 
bedding and clothes, so that overy thing wo put 
on IS Met I have been busy manufacturing 
mnflettees from some scraps of cloth I got from 
tho tailor, and on old Crimean fnend on board 
lias kindly lent mo worsted socks, but I suffer 
drondfiilly from tho cold Yesterday it rained 
m torrents, obliging us to keep below all daj , 
and our solo food consisted of a sea pio, a bi uo 
moans bad mixture of straps boiled mth Itimps 
of dough, but the filtlij tablecloth, which mp 
ladies had so long dcscrtcil, was enough to spoil 
nnj appetite 
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8TXAS X TJVTVHAK 81111*— A SWIM ArTFlt AN ALHATROSS 

— Tire TUt. or A ntremcASE — ULcr shaiik avp 
jiEB Touvo — covncT SHIP — pRonsiovs itirs siionr 
— ^PIUST 8I01IT or LAV1> — NATITT nSlllNO BOATS — 
XEMT'OCa WATTR — TAKES IN TOW ^ 

' Sundiy, October 4 

■We lift'vc had a dead calm for several days, 
the slup rolling heavily m the bvtcU I ^ras 
attempting my usual breahfast on deck yester- 
day mormng, -when an unluclcy lurch upset mo 
and my chair, covenng mo with tlio greater 
'' portion of my cup of cocoa This cocoa was 
bought by us at Portsmouth, and 1ms been a 
great comfort Shortly after my adventure, the 
two other ladies, vrith tho husband of one, and 
a ship’s hoy, who was endoavourmg to assist, 
were all prostrated together and rolled to the 
side of the ship Tlic weather was bright and 
pleasant, and, as a Batavian ship was lying near 
us, a hoat was lowered, and some of tho gentle- 
men went to pay her a visit, and on theirretnm 
hrqpght two j oung Dutchmen to see us, and a 
friendly exchange of provisions was made he- 
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t-ween the two captains Wlien our boat came 
back, there was great difficulty in seizing the 
right moment to clutch the rope ladder and as 
cend the ship’s side; for, owuig to the swellj 
the httle boat was raised at one moment at 
the top of the wave half as high as the deck, 
whilst the next, she sunk in a trough almost 
under the ship’s bottom I was very thank- 
ful when all were safe on board The wind 
rose in the afternoon, and m the night fresh 
ened to a gale, every reliable tiling breaking 
loose There was no possibihty of any ser- 
vice to day, so we were obliged to be content 
with private reading Some of the Cape 
pigeons were shot and brought on board 
They are about twice the size of land pigeons, 
but very thin and bght, their size consisting 
in their feathers They oro white, prettily 
spotted with black, and their breasts are covered 
with soil white feathers over n layer of black 
down Of course tlicir feel are wehhcd, and 
sometimes a flock of twenty may ho seen 
swimming after the ship, hko ducks in a pond 

Tum lay, October C 

Tlio gale has gradnnlly increased, accom- 
panied hy squalls, and a magnificent sea , huge 
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Tvaves rising haU as liigli as tlie masts, appear- 
ing as if tlicy must ineirtably overu'lielin tlio 
ship, then hounds on and over them, 'with 
a leap that mahes holding on difficult. Two 
sails were carried away, though only enough 
were set to enahlo us to scud hofoie the gale. 
It is impossible to sleep during tliis violent 
motion, and the process wc nndergo may bo 
thus described: on lying down in bed, one’s 
head is suddenly elevated, and the heels pulled 
down a foot or two ; then as quichly the position 
is reversed, the feet go into the air, and the 
head is forcibly pushed down tho same distance, 
occasioning a cboking apoplectic sensation, far 
from pleasant, to say nothing of rubbing the 
hsur'off in quantities. 


Thursday, October 8. 

"We have passed the longitude of the Cape 
about 150 miles to tbe South. The wind has 
abated, and it is much warmer. We had a 
dreadful fright this morning. One of the young 
officers shot an albatross, and as we were nearly 
stationary, and he was a fine S'wimmer, he 
greatly longed to jump in after it. The captain 
of the ship, who ought to have known better, 
dared him to the attempt, and in a few moments 



34 


LIFE IN INDIA 


he had leaped from one of the stem windows. 
Though the bird at that moment appeared 
within ten yards, there was a rapid current 
running, which carried us back, .so that he had 
to swim’ far ahead of tlie ship to pick it up j 
and then, turning to come back, 'he found his 
strength fail him, and that he had no power to 
struggle against the heavy swell. 'He shouted 
for help ; it was a moment of intense anxiety, 
and we almost gave him up for Ipst, whilst the 
boat was lowered and puUcd towards liim as 
quickly as possible ; and, oh 1 how thankful 
were we to see him brought on board, still 
holding his bird. He wps half an hour before 
ho could speak plainly, from tho violent buffeting 
of the waves, and said he could not have sup- 
ported liimself ten minutes more ; and it was not 
till after he was safe on hoard that wo were 
aware of another cause for alarm, tho black fin 
of an enormous shark appearing ahovo tho 
water ! Tlicy are scarce in those latitudes, and 
no one had thought of that danger. The 
albatross, for whoso sake so much was risked, 
is a very liondsomo bird, white, uith black 
Viings, measuring 6 feet G inches across. His 
legs are grey, and his bill black, with an orange 
tip, slightly hooked. Amongst the birds uhich 
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Burrouml the ship arc many boobies, rcsemblmg 
largo bro^\n ^ocka, anti as tamo ns those in. a 
farm-yard at homo. There nre whales abont 
also. 

TlmRd'ij, Oetol>cr 15 

AYc h&vG observed several waterspouts lately, 
a cloudy column like a funnel descending from 
tho sl^ to the Bca : it is intensely cold, and wo 
are nearing Iho ice. Wo tried brcalvfasting in 
bed to Eecure a few more hours of warmth, but 
the experiment was a failure, inasmuch ns it 
resulted in tho upsetting of tho cocoa into the 
bed, which, with the scarcity of clean sheets 
incident to a voyage, was annoying. Yesterday 
was a day of unmitigated misery— tho atmos- 
phere a thick wet fog, too cold to remain many 
minutes <Jn deck, and too slippery to move when 
one was there, notwithstanding that for some 
time the captain has had a sort of network of 
crossed spars lashed all over the deck, to give 
resting-places to the feet in rough weather. 
.Then helow, in the saloon over the hospital, 
the foul air was quite insupportable, and in the 
other the draughts and cold were very trying. 

^ Tuesday, October 20 

For several days we had intense cold, with. 

J>2 
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Bnow-sliowers, varied by an occasional gleam of 
hot sun. The sea rolled tremendously, and the 
sudden variations in the barometer made the 
captain suspect that a hurricane T^-as hlo^g 
not far off. At last, on Monday evening, the 
gale rose to n terrific height. I had gone to 
bed, and it seemed as if we must turn over — as 
if nothing made ’by man could resist the violence 
of tho wind, which blew from all quarters at 
.once; whilst the ship quivered and strained 
xmder bare poles, amid tho surging of a Bcn 
literally mountains lugli. By ten o’clock, pro- 
ridenliaWy, tho Btotm ahalcd, and wo or® 
bowling along under plenty of sail, haring made 
250 miles, on an average, for several days* 
notwithstanding tlio tail of tho hurricane which 
wo encountered. Tho wind has becif very dc- 

Btmetivo to bats and caps; L had two 

carried overboard, and my old wide^awako was 
suddenly lifted off my bead and carried do^^l 
the air cbimnoy into llio hospital, to tbo groat 
alarm of its inmates, who, no doubt, expected 
to SCO it followed by n gentleman in black. iVc 
arc so far from hand now, in the Indian Occ.an, 
that tbo birds bavo entirely deserted tis, our 
lost risitor l>oing a stately white allmtro*'**, ''b" 
kept flying to the bows of tho ship, and then 
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quietly floated wliilsl vro sailed past him, re- 
peating this many limes, lookin" cnriously up 
at ns, and eating scraps that were tliroini to 
him. 

. Saturday, October 24. 

The Tveatlier is no-w charming ; vte seem to 
have left T\intcr behind, Tvith the pleasing cer- 
tainly of not returning to it ; hnt the Yrind has 
dropped to ft dead calm, and v:c lie scarcely 
moring on a sapphire sea, and it is amusing to 
notice how opinions change with tho weather os* 
to the prohahilily of a speedy tennination to 
our Yoyage. Great excitement was produced 
to-day hy tho appearance of a shark, with its 
attendant pilot-fish; bait was preparod, and 
soon tho monster was hooked and drawn up on 
tho forecastle, amidst tho cheers and shouts of 
the soldiers. It was killed by cutting off its tail, 
and then brought down to the mrdn deck. It 
proved to he a female blue shark about ten feet 
long; and, enrions to relate, when opened a 
bag was foxmd, contmning about forty live young 
ones, each eigbleen inches long, which she had 
swallowed on approaching the ship, as they 
always do in time of danger. The young of 
tho shark are liatch^ in the parent’s inside, 
from which they issue by tlio mouth, and return 
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again to their nnrseiy at any moment the 
mother may tleem convenient. To the hcatl 
of tlie shark -we found attached a sucker- — a 
curious little paraate, furnished with an appa- 
ratus by which he can produce a vacuum, and 
thus stick to the sldn of any large fish on which 
he wishes to feed. He is dark brown, with a 
finny tail, and about four inches long, the suck; 
ing machine attached to his head occupying 
about one quartet lus whole length. The 
young sharks were pretty little creatures, of a 
bright blue, and white underneath, their smooth 
Bcaleless skins looking as if made of china. 
They wetc very fierce, and bit any one who 
ventured to play with them. Blue sharks are 
not reckoned as ferocious and dangerous as 
black-hacked ones. The situation of their 
mouths (under their chins) is most curious, 
and the consequent obUgation to turn on their 
sides before they can seize their prey, gives the 
latter a chance of escape. The teeth and back- 
bone of this shark were kept as curiosities ; but 
the Captain was very particular in having all tlio 
flesh tbroAvn into the sea, lest it should bo eaten 
by the sailors, as it is considered verj' unwbolc- 
■Bomo. The heart of tlio shark, which was 
taken out of Ids body, continued to palpitate 
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for eevoral hours. The young ones were x>ut 
into a tnh of salt ^’ater, anil, enrions to relate, 
tlie colour cauio’ofT tlicir hlno bodies to that 
degree, that tho tub must be fresh painted, 
and tho hands’of those v.*ho touched them were 
also deeply dyed. 

ilondaj, October 20. 

• All yesterday and to-day tho two poor littio 
pilot'fish, companions of the murdered shark, 
have been constantly swimming round tho ship, 
in tho most touching manner looking for their 
lost friend, and at last wo tlirew ono of tho 
young sharks into the sea, to which they 
attached themsekes, and swam off in»company, 
Tho hoat was lowered to-day, and tho oserciso 
of rowing indulged in by those who liked it. 
The sunset was glorious, the great orh itself 
going down in a flood of gold, whilst on the 
opposite side of the sky appeared a shower of 
rose-coloured rain, the intermediate clouds 
being the brightest crimson, shedding floods of 
rosy light all along the water, whicli was smooth 
and glossy as a- pond. "For 'two evenings we 
have been amused by* gymnastics and feats of 
Btrength among the soldiers, in which great 
cmhlatioh prevailed in each company of Ar- 
tillery to excel the other, and in both to outdo 
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the “Heayiesj’* and afterwards leaping and 
Various games prevailed among the officers, 
and even the ladies took to hop-scotch and a 
skipping-rope 1 

Wednesday, 'October 2S. 

All day yesterday and to-day the same calm 
has continued, the beauty of the weather alone 
enabling us to bear it with equanimity j and vre 
ladies try to keep our fingers busy with various 
fancy-works, though, as no materials are to be 
got on board, we have sometimes to exert a 
good deal of ingenuity. We had been con- 
gratulating ourselves lately on the disappear- 
once of tlte cockroaches since the cold weather, 
when, last night just after I had stepped into 
bed, I discovered an enormous one, full two 
inches long, cautiously emerging from a crevice, 
followed by six others ; after a most excit- 
ing hunt, I succeeded in capturing tliem all, 
and I had just settled myself comfortably 
when down dropped another of tlieso lontlisonio 
creatures on my face, wliich I swept into the 
sea eut of the open window; and, later in the 
evening, a ninth appeared, who managed to 
elude our clutches. Theso arc dreadful pests, 
but not so bad ns the ralB, from which our 
cabin has hitherto prescr\‘cd an immunity, 
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IbougU otlier people liavc niglitlj visits from 
them; and the poor doctor, vrho lives next 
door, hfts^posilivcl} been driven to abandon Ins 
cabm and sleep m a boat, or any nlierc, — it 
having been appropriated bj a whole family of 
rats, the squeahs of whose jontliful progeny wo 
constantly hear, and they are bo tame that our 
neighbours frequently find them ncsthng in 
their bedclothes! Early this monung I was 
awahened by a lond eplashing under my win- 
dow, and, pulling my head out to see who had 
(as I supposed) fallen overboard, I found mj 
self face to &ice with a largo shark, who had 
been hooked by tbe upper jaw, and, rfftcr some 
manoeuvring to get a noose fast round his body, 
was drawn past our window on to the poo^ 
above He was larger, but of a similar species 
to the one lately caught, and had a sucker 
feedmg on his tail, who, on the shark bemg 
drawn out of the water, voted his position un- 
pleasant, and, with a violent effort, disengaged 
his adhesive apparatus, and, with a bound, 
skipped into the sea • 

Thvttsday, October 20 

We have had two men- verv^ilL with- fever 
who have rallied to day , but yesterday one was 
thought to be dying, and the sailors considered 
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the number of sharks seen, a certain prognostic 
of his doom, as they are supposed always to 
follow a ship containing a djang persoji, on the 
look-out for their expected feast. Two sheep 
died this morning — a great loss, as we shall 
soon he on short allowance. They had been 
fed on biscuit, as the supply of peas was ex- 
hausted, and it disagreed and made the poor 
anim&ls swell and burst, like cows in green 
clover. Arguments on given topics have now 
become the most popular source of amusement 
among us, and well worried the poor arguinont 
gets, like a bone amongst a set of hungry dogSf 
before the cigUtcon members of our community 
have done with it. Sometimes these arguments 
are very pleasant and even instructive, as one 
indmdnal of the party will never leave a subject 
till it is tborougldy brought to book and probed 
to the bottom ; at other times they aro simply 
absurd, as when another friend, from the Emerald 
Isle, argued for hours, in spite of laughter and 
quizzings, that the expression “Upwards of a 
hundred ” meant a few more or hss than that 
number. It tells very* well for tlio tempers of 
the party that, though the arguments are fre- 
quently Very hot, no angry word has ever been 
fqiokcn. 



POlbOSEI) 3IE\T 


13 


‘•anilay, jSoTcrabcr 1 

Ycstcxilny it ■was discovered that we were 
sliort of water, and all sorts of gloomy projects 
■were talked of, siicli ns poltmg back to the 
Mauritius, wlien happily m the cionmg the 
long expected trade wind sprang up, and wo 
are agam going well, hut with too much motion 
to permit of more than a short ^emco on tho 
lower deck to day Mjself and four moro, who 
dmed off the meat of tho poisoned slicep, which 
was served under tho idea of its being whole 
some, have suQercd with had headaches m con- 
sequence 

Tuesday, November 10 

All this time tho weather lias been vanablo, 
sometimes close and suffocating even on docl^ 
and then succeeded by perfect catanicts of ram, 
squalls abo^anding , sometimes a fair ■wind for a 
few hours, and then a calm again In short, 
it IS now the ramy season hero south of the 
Line, and we cannot expect fine weather till ■v.o 
have crossed it Ono of the sergeants of 
Axtilleiy has long been m a hopeless con* 
sumption, and he and another sick man aro 
■now hternght. on. deel , thew cots protected, by 
aminigs, as the closeness below nearly kills 
them 
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Sunday, I^Temter 15. 

We had a slight breeze on Wednesday, ivliich 
carried ns over the Line, but left us becalmed 
in heavenly weather ever since. This mommg 
we were awakened early by the captain calling 
to my husband that he was going on board a 

ship from* Bombay. L jumped up nnd 

accompanied him, and they returned to break- 
fast, bringing the skipper of the “ Shah AUum 
•with them. It was a moment of great anxiety 
to learn the state of India, and what might be 
our probable fate on landing. We were told 
of more dreadful massacres at Ca-wnpore and 
elsewhere, and that Dchli had at last been 
taken, though it held out till September ; but 
more Enghsh soldiers are said to have fallen 
already than during the whole Crimean war. 
The Bombay Presidency has hitherto, thanks 
he to God, shown but few symptoms of revolt, 
so that wo may hope for a quiet landing. The 
King of Dehli has been taken, and it is to bo 
hoped Viill bo made an example of. Aftoi" 
breakfast I made one of a party to ■risit the 
“ Shah Allum,” and was swung over our ship's 
side in a chair, in a rather alarming manner. 
Wo found nincty*fivo convicts in irons on board, 
eondemnod to Ik;* transported for life to Prince 
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of '^Valcs Islana— rather a niM punishment for 
the ruffians ■urho commuted the atrocities of 
Meerut and Cavmpore. Their guard consisted 
of a detachment of Sepoy marines under a 
native officer; and some of the convicts had 
actually been in the same regiment, so that the 
position of the captain of the ship and his two 
mates, the only Europeans on hoard, was by no 
means enviable. The convicts wore fmo-looldng 
ruffians, confined in cages on the lower deck; 
but with plenty to cat, and provided with the 
luxury of tobacco. The food of both convicts 
and sailors consisted of gram or parched peas, 
and rice boiled and flattened, the grains tasting 
like wafers — both rather pleasant, hut to our 
ideas more like animal than human food. The 
ship was a model of neatness and cleanliness, 
and her commander most kind in furnishing 
us with fresh vegetables, a luxury wo had long 
heen entirely without, and bottles of rose-water 
for the ladies. The cabins, so airy and sweet, 
were a delightful contrast to our own. tJsnally 
the captain takes his family with him, but on 
his present dangerous expedition he could not 
ventuifi. to fln sn.. Hn disannA ell thn. 
cvery^ night, and has their arms piled in liis 
cabin. They were very clean-looking troops, in 
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their undress of ■white muslin tunic and trousers, 
■^ith gay turbans and sashes ; hut their under- 
size and smallness of limb were very strilnng. 
Some of our sergeants who went on board looked 
perfect Gullivers among the Lilliputs, and as if 
they could eat up half-a-dozen at a mouthful* 
Most of them had fine eyes and handsome 
features; but their arms and legs were like 
women’s. There were several pretty little black 
boys, whom the captain keeps to wait upon his 
children when on board. We were regaled with 
a delicious tiffin of bananas and Bwe6t cakes, 
and had pure fresh water to drink— the 
since we left England ; whilst the captain was 
almost overwhelmed with every one’s anxiety to 
hear news. The “Shah Ahum” is seventeen 
days from Bombay, and no English troop ship 
■ had arrived when she started ; and the authori- 
ties are anxiously looking for succour, ha-ring 
only 250 European troops to defend the place, so 
that the timid are somewhat alarmed, and many 
famihes have sought refuge on board ship or in 
the fort. We returned to the “ Warrior Queen ” 
by noon ; but in consequence of the morning’s 
excitement, the serrice on the poop "was deferred 
till the afternoon. We brought back a few 
Ulv.'itrated Nem and Bombay papers, the interest 
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of -which ^tU hst n't for some dajs In tho 
evening a second ship from Vnstmli'i'aasboardcd, 
hnt proved uninteresting The last few dft 3 S’\\e 
have been visited hj numher? of sparrovr-Uavrhs^ 
■aho sit on the rigging and are caught and tamed 
hy the men, and there are also some small dark 
yelloTv birds resembling our yellow-hammers 
Tuesday, Norember 17 

A piece of wreck -was picked np yesterday, 
pTOvmg to bo ft Jib boom, probOibly lost in tho 
same rnaduor as ours Sticlang to it woro 
umumerahlo barnacles and small crabs, and a 
sea porcupine was also captured Ho is hko a 
small owl, and has the power of inilating him- 
self mto ft round ball covered with pnckles, 
with ft funny little tail on ono side, and a round 
mouth and droll eyes at the other It -was a 
dismal evening, poormg with ram, in which I 
sat for some timo under cloaks and -amhiclla, 
takmg a severe vapour bath At last there was 
nothing fox it but retiring to bed, and reading 
till it was time to go to sleep Our provisions 
are nearly reduced toyiml, two remaimng sheep 
bemg kept ahve on potatoes, given by tho 
“ Shah AUum Onr htlle luxunes of pickles 
and marmalade are all gone, and so is the 
claret, oui only palatable dnnk 
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Wednesday, November 18. 

Tlie breeze came at last, though not exactly 
in the right direction, and increased to a 'gal® 
before everung, and vre were oflf Point de Gallc 
at eight o’clock, thirty miles to the S.E. Th® 
smell of land was quite perceptible, a balmy 
perfume of hay, or hot dry vegetation, but the 
shore was too low to be seen, though we fancied 
once or twice that we saw the twinkle of Gall® 
light, but I believe it was only the light oi 
our fervent imaginations. • 


Friday, November 20 

For two days the ship has pitched so much 
that upon one occasion I was tossed high in the 
air out of my bed, and should have fallen on the 

floor if L had not caught me. The wind ie 

dead foul, and we have continued violent rain, 
the more annoying as, a fortnight since, hy the 
captain’s advice, we sent all our waterproof 
things down into the hold, as he said we bad 
passed the region of rain. 


Sunday, NoTember 22. 

The last two nights we have experienced a 
gentle, favourable wind in the right direction, 
while in the daytime we have floated in calm 



MALABAB COAST. 


40 


fiunnyvratcrs. ThcmftinlftBtl of India, a little to 
the north of Cape Comorin, rras visible when vro 
came on deck this morning, it "being exactly tlireo 
months since "we last saw land — the Canaries — • 
*a weary wliile to gaze nnintermptedly at sea and 
sky. The shore is low, hnl some round hills 
in the hackgronnd arc a line of Gbants, some 
distance inland. The rats are getting desperate. 
They nibble the. eoldiere* toes and ears during 
their sleep, and last night made a violent 
attempt to got into our cabin, happily without 
success ; hntone of our neighbours spends most 
of her nights in waring an umbrella over her 
head to keep them off, and throviing light 
articles about the cabin to disturb their impudent 
gambols. The chloride of lime is all gone, so 
the odours from below may be better imagined 
than described ! 


Monday, November 23. 

IVo were only six miles from the Malabar 
coast this momiug, and could distinguish very 
plainly a long lino of jimgle coming down to 
the water’s' edge, doited here and tliere by a 
white house or pagoda. The trees, of a bluish 
green and very even height, did not appear very 
tall, except an occasional palm towering over 


tHc rest ; and tho background was formed ky 
the beautiful blue outline of the Ghauts* 
Several native boats were in sight, with theu 
picturesque^ square sails; and a little rowing 
canoe made towards us, its crew of two men 
and a boy gesticulating violently as they 
approached, and flourishing curious paddles 
mth round ends like spoons, and it soon 
appeared that they were bringing ns fish for 
sale. They were very dark and entirely naked, 
excepting a cloth round their loins, with fierce, 
bad countenances, and* altogether the most 
utterly savage looking creature^ I ever saw 5 
and to add to their disgusting appearance their 
backs were 'covered with whitish blisters, ' 
they kept constantly sprinkling themselves with 
salt, to alleviate the burning of tho sun. They 
sold ns a great flat fish called a Snapper, which 
we had for dinner, and some excellent sardines 
and a large barracouta were reserved for to* 
morrow. In the evening, the captain boarded 
a coasting vessel from Cochin, but the master 
knew no fresh military nows, though it appears 
that in the north the war is by no means over* 
Our future appears very overcast and uncertain, 
but amid all our anxieties ray only great fear i® 
that of being obliged to bo sent home. This’ 
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cveaing a sailor fell ovcrboaril, Imli as 'we ^vdre 
going aloofly, ho vras soon hauled up, pro- 
videntially unhurt. 

Tucatlay, Jforcmher 2 i. 

Passed AlUpec Roads early, where some vcssfels 
wero at anchor ; and after hrealtfast wero boarded 
by another native fishing-hoat, wliose crew were 
far more respectable looking than those wo saw 
yesterday, and wore white turbans and a kind 
of long apron. They were clean and intclhgent, 
hut most persevering beggars, being no sooner 
in possession of one present than they asked for 
another, and at last went away in the drollest 
variety of costumes. One man* rejoiced in a 
while shirt, another in a pair of trousers, which 
he tied round liis neck, whilst a tliird donned a 
waistcoat, and a fourth a hat, and all tied up 
their throats with old neckties. They had 
aometlung to do with the harbour at Allipee, 
and said several troop-ships had passed up the 
coast, but too far off for them to board. 

Wedaesday, November 25, 

aAt JEigdifll' vthr * 

from Macao to Bombay, signalled us this 
morning, and her captain and mate came off to 
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US in a smart little barge, as neat as a yacht 
boat, and maimed by darkies in gay costumes. 
Their accoimts of the war did not much differ 
from those we had previously heard. Our army 
is still besieged in Lucknow, but a large and 
daily increasing European force is being fo^’* 
warded up the river from Calcutta for its relief. 
The distance of the seat of war from Bombay 
makes me hope that we may not be sent on 
immediate campaigning, as it would be a three 
months’ march to get there. Some of us paid 
the " Cowasjee Family” a visit during tho 
morning. She is a pretty little barque ‘of 250 
tons, her captain taking such pride in the lightr 
elegant shape of her sails that ho cuts them' out 
himself. Her crew numbered nearly twice as 
many as ours, the darkies being so lazy. 
saw some of them at dinner, squatted round a 
largo dish of rice, from which they helped them- 
selves vith their fingers. All the ship's work 
was done to the music of a fiddle, and it was 
funny enough heing hoisted over the side in ‘a 
chair to the time of “ TIjo Campbells arc 
Coming.” "We wero regaled with Tinta liladcira 
and delicious ^Innilla cakes, a jar of which, big 
enough to contain ono of the forty thieves, tbp 
captain. preseiilfyl to ns, l>ofdde.<? sonic bntiana*' 
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and "wlnte Thread , and a little tmnsaction Ijotwcen 
the t \70 skippers also put us m possession of in- 
nnmerable ducks and clnckcns, winch, though 
skinny bantlings, will form a delightful addition 
to OUT irupo’venshed commissariat, long since 
reduced to pork Our dinner hour, delayed 
to day till 81-^ 0 clock, was on unusual pleasure, 
shortening the tedium of the long evening 
The sunsets and sunrises for seieral days ha\o 
been most gorgeous, the whole skj shaded &om 
the deepest crimson to orange 

Friday >.OTembcr 27 

The sea no longer retains the transparent 
blue of the ocean, but ever since we have been 
m soundmgs, has been of a tlnck, didhsh green, 
and was covered this mommg with white cuttle 
fish, jelly fish of a beautiful deep hlac, looking 
Uke bits of red cabbage, and several other 
canons molluscn and sea plants Quantities of 
snakes may be seen each daj, and great v hales 
frolhckmg and jumping out of the water hke 
kittens, and a shoal of young porpoises passed ns 
to day, tumbhng heads over tail m tlie most ndi 
eulous manner, yet all keepmg exactly m a Ime, 
and m their own places, Uke a school, as the 
bailors bold At night the nater m mj bath 
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presented the most beautiful luminous appear* 
ance, 'which, when I lifted the sponge, made it 
seem to be stuck full of bright, green bends, 
which rolled off it as I squeezed out the water. 
AVe were close in shore all day, floating qiiistly 
along, and passed near Mount Delli, a beauti- 
ful hill on an island, with the remains of an old 
fort, and one of the first English settlements iu 
India. It was a fine opportunity for sketchiUo» 
the background being composed of tho distant 
mountains, whose outlii^es are very picturesque* 
They appear to be of red earth, not rock, uod 
are covered ■with luxuriant vegetation nearly to 
the summits, consisting of low shrubs, ■with boro 
and there tall cocoa»nut trees. 


Suntlaj-, NoTcmberSn. 

The poor sergeant, .who has been so long ili» 
died peacefully last evening, and wo got .up 
CMly to attend his funeral to-day. Tbo procos* 
sion walked round tho ship, carrying the bod) 
sown up in a hammock, and covered with a 
union jack ; and after the 8er\’ico was ended, 

Viliicli was as usual, performed by L ,-it wa^ 

most sad and solemn to hear tho splosh of the 
corjise falling into tho water, after wliich three 
volleys were fired. Wo had scarcely breakfasted. 



EXCITE3iENT. 55 

and 'Were all dwelling more or less Badly upon 
tUe memory of the poor Bci^eflnt, thus (yirly cut 
off, leaving a young Tvifc, from whom ho had 
parted in perfect health, to lament his loss, 
when we were roused hy the appearance of a 
large aleamer, apparently hearing down for na. 
The troops were immediately paraded for 
prayers, to secure uninlermplion, and they were 
scarcely concluded, when the steamer hailed 
us, inqmring if any more troop-ships were near; 
and on our replying in the negative, took a 
short emise round to look for herself, and then 
announced that she was the “ Assay e ” man-of- 
war, sent to tow us to Bomhay. AYe ladies 
were greatly reheved, for the most probable 
event had seemed to us, that the soldiers should 
be put on board the steamer, if they w'ere 
urgently wanted, whilst the non-combatants 
should be left to follow slowly in the “ Warrior 
Queen.” However, such fears were groundless; 
a rope and a few newspapers were thrown on 
hoard, and not even -deigning to inquire the 
quality of our soldiers, the Assaye” bore us 
out to sea on a straight course fox Bombay. 
I have been sufferinj; jjreatly for some dtyrs 
with an abscess in' my ear, which leaves me 
ktono deaf, and my face much swelled. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

linST lilTEEaSlOVS OP BOMBAY -~X1XD BYCEPTIO — 
KATITE TOWN — ABAB nOD9l.8 — MABBtAOE FEAST — 
ORBEBED TO POOhA — A8CEST OP THE OUAUT8 — CATE 
TEMPLEa OP CASEEE — JOBBXET TO POOVA 

Tuesday, December 1 

Yesterday, being out of sight of land, there 
■was nothing to note, but v,o all humed on 
dedk at an early hour this morning, to catch the 
first sight of Bombay. The hue of coast as 
you approach is very pretty , we passed three 
fieets of fishing boats, and gradually came m 
■view of the hght-houso, to’wn, and harbonr, 
■nhere we cast anchor about ten o’clock The 
Pilot reheved our fears of an msorrection, less 
by what he told ns, than by his total unconcern, 
proving no immediate danger could bo threaten- 
ing Bombay We were soon beset with natiie 
boats, contaimng finite, Ac , and several Parsees, 
with their conical head dreroes, made of oilcloth, 
and quantities of servants, with written charac- 
ters, endeavoured to persuade us to hire them 
The other officers and their wives went on shore 
to the houses of different fnends, but my bus 
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could not leave the Klup tUl the arri'iA of 
cc Colonel coiiinianduig. Meantiiim I en- 
<-3.vonre(l to beguile the time by uhetehiiig^ tt4 
liie scenery of the harbour on nil hides is lovely, 
and about one o’clock urrived the flag-Uealcmuit 
of the CominandcT-in-Clvicf, Indi'.vn i\avy, bring' 
ingauotCjVathaldiul mvUalion to n\y husband 
and mo to stay with the Commodore and ^frs 
^ I landed immediately, and had tho 
happiness of getting our IcUcrs, and finding uU 
■Vfftll at home. After reluming loathe ship for 

clothes &c., I joined the ^V ’» in tho do^ck- 

yard, and finding it useless trailing for L , 

vrho would he detained on duty till late, it 
■was settled that wo should proceed to their 
house, wliich is situated four miles from Bom- 
bay, on Malabar Hill, and as tboy were on 
horseback, Iwcut alone in tho open carriage, ac- 
compamed by two servants in wlxito drosses, with 
red and gold sashes, and turbans. 'lYo drove 
across the esplanade, an open space near the 
shore, where, at this season, a great many Eng- 
lish live in tents, or temporary houses, — and 
then 'through the native town, where I almost 
^anriivihTLwn£ij''ir?mg’n**lifb ♦•Jift laaluajn 

Hights’ tales I It was getting late, and the 
shops, or bazaars, open on onosideto the street, 
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lighted by oil lamps of pictnresquc shape, with 
hero and there a hi^hant illumination of 
colonrcd lights, ats^me house of entertainment, 
with crowds of people in varied and hnlhant 
costumes, together made up a scene so unlihe 
any thing of real life I had ever met with, and 
so exciting, after the dreary monotony of our 
voyage, that I could scarcely credit my senses 
We drove rapidly along, and soon came to the 
outskirts of the town, where the streets were 
succeeded hy little villas, or hungalows, with 
brqwn overhanging roofs, or verandahs, situated 
amid groves of cocoa palms, bananas, and gro 
tesque looking trees, stretching out tlieir long» 
finger hke leaves m the bnlhant bght of a tropi 
cal fall moon I was slmck by the large trea?» 
giving hut httle shade, being of the palm tnbe, 
all stalk, with a tuft on the top , wlidst tlie 
growth of the smaller lands resembled that of 
orange trees and camehas, and I remarked a 
slirub in the dockyard with splendid red flowers 
It IS all very strange and curious , but odder far 
than the plants are the inhabitants Some 
who, I was told, were women, had a long cloth, 
of red or blue, twisted round their bodies and 
down to their ancles on one side, whilst on the 
other it was looped up above the knee , and, oh, 
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Ulo noise they mukol They keep up an in- 
cessant chatter like so many monkeys, all at 
once, in voices T\’hich, (o European core, arc not 
in the least human, and the sound of their lan- 
guage hears more rcsemhlanco to a turkey’s 
gobble than any thing else. 

' To return to my drive. At last vro came to 
Malabar Hill, a beautiful rocky promontory, 
helvrcen Back Bay and the sea, sprinkled %vith 
hungalovrs, standing in gardens, or compounds, 
as they arc called. The ascent steep, and 
soon after passing tlio brow of the hill, 

drove to the one occupied hy the 'b, 

vrhere I vras shoTm to my room, and soon 

after joined by L , -who has been very 

busy all day, taking over the guns of a battery, 
■with which ho expects to bo srait to Poona 
on Thursday, so we shall have to hire servants 
and get all we -want to-morrow. The accounts 
from Lucknow and the north-west are still very 
bad, and troops are being hurried up from all 
sides as quickly as possible. This bungalow 
has a large porch to drive under, and a wide 
matted verandah running all round, into which 
the rooms open hy jalousies, and which serves 
the purpose of a passage. You enter at once 
into the centre one of three sitting-rooms, which 



CO 


LIFr IN INDIA 


lire only divided by Bcrcena of red riUv, set m 
frames of dark car\cd ■wood, of 'wlucb all tbo 
furniture is composed, and winch, in delicacy 
of execution and beauty of design, exceeds any 
carving of the kind I have ever seen The ceil 
mgs are very lofty, and the walls •white plaster 
Our bedroom n as at one end of the house, with a 
bath room, containing enormous tubs, opening 
out of it , The beds stand in the middle of the 
rooms, and aio enclosed by mosquito curtains 
at night The dressing operations jn tins 
countiy appear to be condneted in the most 
pnimtive and public manner, with the blinds 
open to tho verandah, along which the native 
servants are continually passmg, and as the 
upper part of all the doors is open e\ery body 
hears ■what e\ery body else says, all over the 
house I need not dwell on the dehglits of 
agam sittu^ down to a well appointed Enghsh 
dinner, and, excepting n tart mado,pf pme 
apples and some tasteless sueet Idmdns at 
dessert, the dishes were "veiy much like one e 
ordinary fare at home In tho enmg I paid 
a visit to the baby, aged two months, asleep m 
her httle cot under mosquito curtains , and 
squatted dovra in one comer of the room, 
wrapped ui a Avhite clotl), was her Anuifi or 
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TTct nurse, a l)^o^vTl girl of about fifteen, vlio 
btcrally docs nothing except perform the part 
of covT , vriule cronchctl in another comer \vas 
baby’s other attendant, a good humoured look- 
mg black wan, the bearer or IlamaU “'vlio per- 
forms all the duties of a nurse, and I uas told 
they arc reckoned much more trustvrorthy than 
the vromcn 

"W c<lncsclay, December 2 

Ah night long ■vre heard the watchman per- 
ambulatmg round the house, knocking at inter 
vah on the ground -with a largo stick to show 
he was awake , hut, nolwithstandmg, we had 
a narrow escape of a disagrcoahlo visitor, in the 
shape of a jackal, who, howling about the 
verandah, was pniaued by our host, shpper m 
hand , and as we were sleeping in ignorance of 
the vicinity of wild heasls, with the jalousies 
wide open, it is a mercy he did not take refage 
m our ^oom Coffee was brought to us at 

seven, and soon after L had to go to the 

slup, and joined me later at the dockyard, 
whither I drove with the Commodore m his 
shigram — a charming httle carnage, somewhdt 
resembling a long narrow, double brougham, 
with sliding sides mstead of doors, and jalousies 
all round instead ofwmdows^ The anthonties 
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have by no means mntlo up their minds what 
to do \nth the troops nou they are arrived, and 
v:o were kept all day in n state of suspense ns 
to whether the battery tvas to bo sent to morrou 
to Poona, or to tlio sonthem Mahmtta country, 
or to the north into Gtjzerat, or be kept in 
barracks here. After many delajs we were 
told that they had decided upon the latter 
measure, and that the troops were to bo dis- 
embarked to-morrow. Wo amused oursolvcs 
for the rest of the day m dnvmg about tbo 
streets of Bombay, which m itself is most 
entertaining. Wo passed several mamage-pro- 
cessions, beaded by bands of music, and porters 
carrying presents, and trays full of fiower-pots 
on their heads ; then came the principal people 
m grand array, covered with bangles, and rings 
in their noses and the upper part of their ears, 
Accordmg to their different castes, they put a 
spot of various coloured pamt between their 
eyes and on their ears, and it seems to be a 
fashionable mode of decoration for (hose who 
are shghtly clothed, to mark tlie outlme of their 
nbs with white pamt Some of the httle black 
children are really pretty, with splendid eyes ; 
but it IS rare to see a handsome man I did 
not admire their figures, as they generally 
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nm (0 \tg so exceeilingly, reseraOlmg their ovm 
palm trees in hoing all felalk ; nnd though their 
hmhs are supplo, their movements arc not 
graceful, stepping as if on hot iron, and their 
legs are generally horved or knock-kneed. Tho 
palkce-hcareTS in particular have a singularly 
disagreeable shuffling gtdt, viorking one arm 
•wiU\ the elbovr bent, as if they \rcro fiddling. 
The palkees resemble a coffin, vrith the perch 
of a cranc-ncckcd carriage fastened to either 
end, and arc closed rrith sliding doors at tho 
sides and jalousies all round. There appeared 
to bo a great deal of merry-making going on 
in the toun to-day, and one beautiful procession 
that passed us rvould have been rrorthy of 
the “Princess’s.” There ■were little children 
coTered with jewels, mounted on horses splen- 
didly caparisoned, carriages and bullock carts 
full of people in brilliant array, bands of music, 
d’c., till one’s eyes ached "with the bright and 
, curious scene. "We passed through narrow 
streets of tho oddest-looking houses, composed 
of scleral stories, each with its latticed veran- 
dah, painted green or red, with pretty coloured 
borders, mixed irith a few commoner buildings 
xfiw?iiliB ^la^ter wifn 'Drown ovefnan^g rotfis, 
whilst all the ground floors consist of open 
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shops colled b'lzaars, m whicb the oiraers squat 
on tlieir liannches, snlolang hooliohs The 
Parsees (or fire -worshippers), onginally of 
Persian descent, aro the richest and most 
enterpnsmg class of merchants, and in other 
respects, heaidca their hopked noses and sallow 
complexions, lesemble the Jews of Europe 
They wear a long white dressmg gown, with 
smart silk trousers and the peculiar head diess 
mentioned before, and the men are m general 
remarkably fat The Muhammcdans and Hmdus 
wear different kinds of turbans to distinguish 
their class, and tho fresh spots of piint on the 
foreheads of the latter signify that they have 
performed an act of worship that day The 
women wear a long garment called a saree, 
composed of twelve yards of stuff woimd round 
them and gathered up m folds at tho waist, 
hanging low at tho side, one end tlirown 
round tho head and shoulder It is wonderful 
that it nbver becomes displaced, and it 13 a 
Tory becoming and graceful dress Under this 
thc3 wear a jacket with short uoist and sleeve*? 
Tho Cooho women of tho low castes tuck up 
their sarccs m hunches between tlicir logs, 
which are hare fur above tho knee, and tlio 
Tcsnlt 1*^ a very waddlmg gait Tlio Parsce 
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■women may be .distingmslicd by a wliito band 
across their foreheads, entirely hiding 'the hair. 
The liigher orders of Mnhammedans shut up 
their women; but tho othcre, as well ns the 
Hindus and Parsecs, go about tho streets as 
freely as Europeans. Both sexes wear pointed 
slippers turned up at the toes, frequently em- 
, broidored in gold and colours. Many Parsecs 
have adopted tho European shoe with white 
stockings, a very ugly accompaniment to their 
dress. The Coolies — carrying ahont curious- 
loo^g copper vessels, cither on their heads, 
or suspended from a bamboo placed across tho 
Bhoulder, or balanced on the five fingers of 
theii left hand held aloft — again reminded me, 
as indeed did the -whole scene, of the “ Arabian 
Kighta.” Daring tho afternoon we went to 
several of the Arab horse-dealers, where we saw 
quantities of young unbroken horses, most of 
them in -wretched condition and many lamo* 
from their recent voyage, few exceeding four- 
teen hands in height, and none wijh any action ; 
and for these they ask from lOOZ. to 200Z., and 
the present demand is so great that it -will ho 
difficult to meet -with any thing belter or cheaper. 
On our return to Malabar Hill, we found our 
host’s horses grouped under the porch taking 
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Ihrir cvrnin" inrnl, rarli out of hi*? ouii pail 
nnd Iril hy lii*? o^\'n p'oom. Tliin plan i*? vory 
pcnfrally n?lopto?l, to prevent the nltendants 
thcm‘?ehoi taking the roni inlcinlc?! for the 
horsM. 

Tlinr»<lar, I>i‘C<'inticr H 

No onlerfl to disembark, hut Ij busy 

nil <hiy on boar?! Rhip. I went in Ihenflenmon 
to pee k wedding f«*nst in t)io hojiso of one 
of the priueipal Hindu morch'intK, who was 
fiilhor to Iho bridegroom. The whole front of 
the house was Inmg wrilli quantities of lamps 
(thongh it x\ns broad daylight), and there wore 
rowH of chairp for the guests, both in the fitrcct 
and in n balcony hung with Perpian carpets 
and Runnounled by n coloured awning. The 
rooms were scry pmall and without fmmiluro, 
except two or threo European Bofns, and were 
crowded with the male box, all iu white, srith 
handsome turbans and piirIics, and some carry- 
ing eplendid shawls on their arras. The ladies 
soon began to arrive, dressed in gorgeous silk 
sarecs, pnncipally crimson or orange, with 
gold borders. They were shy and endeavoured 
to cover their faces as they passed us; but wo 
could discern their largo black eyes (their only 
beauty) and the large jewels in their ears and 
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noses. They all ^\oro cnonnons bangles, en- 
tirely covering their anUes and vmsts. Some 
of the cluklren ■were ■very pretty, the lustre of 
tlicir great eyes liciglitcncd by a broad dark 
Imo painted round them. They n ere dressed 
m dressing-gowns of cither silk and gold, or 
fine muslin over silk, and tbcir littlo necks 
covered by rows of pearls, to which v»cro sus- 
pended large emerald and diamond ornaments; 
gold or silver turbans, and a curious jewel 
fastened in the centre of the forehead; nose, 
and ear-nngs of equal splendour, whilst they 
seemed hardly able to move under the weight 
of their bracelets and bangles They wore 
brought to the feast on horseback, held on by 
servants, the trappings of the animals being 
composed of gold or silver, with high metal 
peaks to the saddles The httlo creatures bad 
long hair bangmg down their backs, and weie 
invanably of a giave and solemn countenance, 
bowing occasionally to the passmg crowd. Each 
guest was presented with a painted wooden 
fan and a bouquet of flowers, and rose-water 
and enu de Cologne were poured over us. 
Betel nuts wrapped m gold leaf were also given 
to each person in token of finendslup. In an 
inner room some Nauch girls were singmg a 
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their CTomug meal, each ont of his OTra pail 
and led by his own groom. This plan is %ei7 
generally adopted, to prorent the attendants 
themselves taking tiie com intended for tho 
horses. 

Thursday, December 3 

Ko orders to diaembark, but L busy 

aU day on board ship. I went m the afternoon 
to see a weddmg feast in the house of one 
of the prmcipal Hindu merchants, who was 
father to the bridegroom. The whole front of 
the house was hung with quantities of lamps 
(though it was broad dayhght), and there were 
rows of chairs for the guests, both m the street 
and in a balcony hung with Persian caipets 
and surmounted by a coloured awnmg. The 
rooms were very small and without furmture, 
except two or three European sofas, and were 
crowded with the male sex, all m wlute, with 
handsome turbans and sashes, and some cany- 
mg splendid shawls on their arms The ladies 
soon began to arriTe, dressed in gorgeous silk 
sarees, principally enmson or orange, with 
gold border They were shy and endeavoured 
to cover their faces as they passed us; but ne 
could discern their large black eyes (their only 
beauty) and the large jewels in their oars and 
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noses. They aU wore cnormons bangles on- 
tiiely covering their anUeg and irrists 
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most monotonous chant to the accompaniment 
of two odd lookmg fiddles and drums They 
were dressed m full short skirts and tiousers of 
yellow and gold, with a black and gold sarce 
thrown over their heads and shoulders, and 
their so called dancing consisted solely m sway 
ing from side to side, without clianging their 
places, and clinking their anklets together A 
little of this entertamment went a great way, 
and we soon took leave and drove to an open 
square to see the procession pass It consisted 
of the ladies and children we had seen before 
m the house, mounted on horseback and m 
carnages preceded by torch bearers and followed 
by Coolies canying presents and flowei pots 
The bnde and bndegroom rode together m the 
centre, dressed m cloth of gold, and had fine 
umbrellas earned over them The hndo earned 
a cocoa nut in her hand — an emblem of fecun 
dity, her age was nine, whilst the boy husband 
numbered eleren years Tliey will hvc apart 
with their respective parents for three years, 
but if tho boy dies his child widow can never 
marry agam — a few years ago sho would have 
been burned I Tho rcligioos ceremomes con 
ncctcd with tho betrothals or mamages are 
stnctlj prnate , but these public procession-^ 
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mul entertainments go on for tlireo clays, anti, 
■with the presents, cost n family like lliis nkout 

4000L On L return in the evening, lie 

hronght the order for las battery to proceed 
to'wards Poona hy rail lo-monov? evening. 

Friday, Pcccmbqr -I. 

After a little necessary shopping, I had an 
early dinner in the dockyard, and •then pro- 
ceeded to the railway station to meet L 

and Iho troops ; and such a scene of hopeless 
confusion as I then cucormtored I had never 
heftfro vritnessed t The train had been ordered 
for five o’clock, but the soldiers did not dis- 
ernbark till after tbat hour, excepting tho 

kaggage gnard under my cousin B , who 

had been all day at the station; anti, what 
with the jabbering of tbe natives, and hopeless 
dawdling of the railway officials, we did not 
get off till past seven. The other company 
of Royal Artillery, W'ho had been our shipmates, 
also accompanied us but the troop of 3rd 
Dragoon Guards remained for the present in 
Bombay. The railway carriages and engines, 
and nearly every thing connected with the lino, 
are English, incluffing the post and rail-fence 
and gates; but very un-English were the voices 
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of tho large population of frogs wlio.liavo their 
nhode in tho marshes and lowlands we traversed 
on lca^’iug Bombay. As it was dark when wo 
started, we could sco nothing of tho country 
till the moon arose and found us npproacliing 
tho foot of the Ghauts, at Avhose base the Cam- 
poolco Station is situated, where wo arrived at 
•eleven o’clock p.m. The railway at present 
ends hero ; but great works nro in progress, by 
which it will bo carried in a tunnel tlirough the 
hills, and form a connected line all the way to 
Po9na. On getting out nt Campooloe, and 
finding that the guns and baggage had tb be 
drawn up the Ghaut by bullocks, and that this 
operation would probably take tbe wliole 'night, 
I determined to proceed at once with my maid 
to the travellers’ bungalow on the top. Palkees 
' had been ordered for me beforeliand, but I had • 
some difficulty in persuading the owner of my 
identity. He was the wildest-looking individual 
I ever savr, with magnificent eyes, and squatting 
down in front of me nnder a red and yellow 
blanket, commenced quietly arguing the point 
in excellent ^English. As soon as I had suc- 
ceeded in comincing him that I tvas I, we 
started, accompanied by an old Muhammedan 
butler we had engaged, mounted on a white 
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pony, and followed hy a table sen ant and boy, 
wbo were to be part of our establisbment, and 
a Bcl of •vsild-looldiig Ba\ages, carrying various 
carpet-bags and boxes, and enveloped in dark 
blt^cls tlirovm o\cr their heads, for the night 
was cold. The ascent must bo very beautiful 
by dayhght, the road winding along rocky 
ravines, dotted with large trees, amidst a tanglo* 
of shrabs and creepers. Our progress was con- 
Btanlly impeded by long trams of bullock carts 
employed in the railway scmcc, and tho dust 
wa? -very great. At last the monotonous mqtion 
of the palkce sent me to sleep, and on nwalang 
I found we were arn\cd at the bungalow, winch 
consisted of several Itu^e todtob with sand 
floors, furnished with a tolerably clean bed in 
each, a table, and some chairs. As it was now 
• half-past two, I was very tired and glad to he 
down, and slept soundly till seven o’clock. 


• Saturday, Dccemter 0 

I was awakened by the advent of tho doctor 
and another officer, who, not being very well, 
had come on in advance. The others, with the 
battery., did not arrive tilL twelve o’clock at 
noon, having had thirteen hours hard work m 
getting the guns up the Ghaut, with nothing 



to cat since they left tho ehip jcstcrclay. Botli 
officers and men ^ero quite cxliausted, and 
Biiffeniig from inflamed c}cs caused by the 
extreme dust, nbich appears to ho a great 
source of annoyance m tins country; and as 
tho floors of the bungalows are mud, and aro 
bemg contmually swept by the servants with 
•little hand-biooms, there is nearly as much 
dust inside the house ns ont of it. I persuaded 

L to go to bed directly ho had breakfasted, 

and I cstnbhshed myself m the verandah, skoteb- 
mg.tho pretty view. ‘Wlicn it grew cool we 
walked through n native villoge, swnnnmg with 
imcouth inhabitants, to the soldiers’ quarters, 
which consisted of open sheds bmlt round three 
sides of a square, and arc called pendalls, and 
are erected along the pnncipal roads for the 
accommodation of troops on the Ime of march 

L and I have two rooms m the travellers’ 

bungalow, and the other officers are scattered 
about m different honscs, three of them*dined 
with us, and we got very good food from a mess 
man, whose busmess is to provide for those 
travellers who do not bnng their own food. 
The monotonous music of a Nauch has been 
gomg on all day m the village, indicative of tho 
progress of some festivities. 
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fSumlav, DcctmLor G 

Hmned up to go to'tlic barracks, ,A\licro 

L read ll\c service to tl\c men formed up 

in square, at half past ficven. Onr mormng 
■was spent lookmg over a file of home news- 
papers, full of the horrors lately perpetrated m 
this country, the repetition of ■uluch is quite 
sickening. May God preserve us from similar 
ouirages I In the afternoon, after rcadmg the 
Church Service, -wo sallied forth on ponies, 
a partj of four, to explore the country. Wo 
passed near a country house belonging to. the 
old Parseo baronet, Sir Jomsetjeo Jeejeohhoy, 
situated nt the foot of a remarkable lull, called 
the Duke of Wellington’s Nose, from a strong 
resemblance which its outhno bears to that 
hero B nasal organ, and who himself encamped 
at its foot during lus Mahratla campaign We 
then ascended some high ground commandmg 
a magmficent -new along the hno of railway 
and the old Bombay road, the ranges of Ghauts 
appearing piled one hchmd the other m endless 
numbers stretching across the distant plams 
On crossmg the high road we fell in with a 

who, -with his Wife and two httle children, hved 

m a small tomporarj bungalow close by He 
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•\%as a remarL-abl} intelligent man, and took us 
to see^ tlio mouth of the great tunnel, to which 
ve had to Bcramblo down nn almost perpen 
dicular chff forming one Bido of a narrow dark 
ravine, wluch la to he crossed by the railroad 
It will he a triumph of engmeermg art when 
finished, which is not expected to he for three 
years The rocks forming these Ghauts are 
basaltic and their shapes most extraoidmary, 
some being scarped as if cut with a knife, 
whilst the summits of many are broken mto 
masses resombhng the towers of a castle, 
othem are pointed like a tent, and others again 
perfectly flat and stiaight at the top, while on 
all, hnes of black strata ran bonzontally across 
the red sandstone at regnlar elevations, traceable 
throughout the whole range The engmeer 
complained of the desperate hardness of the 
rock, and gave us beautiful specimens of ciystals 
of quartz, and, stalactites found in the tunnel 
The ravine was covered with a thick jungle of 
a sort of slirub rescmbhng a Portugal laurel, 
mixed with pnckly pear, and some large mango 
trees, whose growth is not unlike, that of the 
walnut, and among whoso branches small green 
monkeys chattered and leaped about A few 
years ago tigers and other mid beasts abounded 
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in the jungles ; .hut they luive gradually been 
dnven away by the noises of cnginccnng life, 
blasting the rock and e'ccaiating the earth, 
though our fnend told us that \nthm a year 
a dog had been earned off by a cheetah from 
the door of lus bungalow. The surfiico of the 
ground is covered with coar&o bumt-np grass, 
now quite yellow ; but m the rainy season it 
must bo beautifully green. I did, not see any 
flowers; m fact, every thing has a scorched and 
dusty appearance, even so early m the dry 
season as this. A funny Uttle picUc of a brown 
boy accompanied onr pomes, who was as sharp 
as a needle, and whose dehght was in hemg 
tanght to say English words, which he repeated 
after us with peals of merry laughter. He is 
the first native child I have seen to smile; 
they are nsnally as grave as judges, even in 
their amnsements About a dozen other bttle 
imps followed in our tram, and when I dis- 
mounted to sketch, squatted all round me on 
the ground, one holdmg an umbrella over my 
head, and I must say they were less disagreeable 
in such close vicmity, than Enghsh beggar-boys 
would have been 'We passed several native 
villages — collections of huts with low thatched 
roofs and sides, havmg no attempt at regularity 



70 


lUE IN INDU 


nnd no cliimneys, (as all cookfry js performed 
on stones outside,) so that thej resembled a 
group of large liaycocks;* and tlioiigli extremely 
imtidj, they Ttero not amsTseet In fact, the 
people ^\ear so few clothes, and nash so much, 
that they are not bo /«'/»; as the lower orders 
of Eurftpeans Some of the most ragged had 
gold bangles and handsorao nose lings The 
slippers worn hj the country people have doxen 
feet, wlucli 1ms an odd appearance It was 
dork nhezi no got homo to dmeer, and bod 

Monday Deoember ? 

The troops marched at fire a m , but I Tsaited 
till after dajhgUt and started at seven with my 
maid m a rough sort of open carnage, miscalled 
a phaeton, drawn by a pair of horses , and before 
*we started one kicked himself completely out of 
harness, so that I was ohbged to msist on lus 
bemg changed Besides a coacbman, we vere 
accompanied by a ghorrawalla, or horse keeper, 
on foot, who kept the road clear by continual 
shoutmg, with u peenhar dwelhng on the final 
vowel, as he ran by the side of the horses 
The attire of both consisted of a red and white 
turban, and a kmd of cloak made of a long, 
coarse, grey bfanket, with the two sides seum 
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togcUiCT, forming a liooil, wliicli all tlie country 
people hang on their heads in the cold morn- 
ings, and the long ends either float loosely 
hohind. them or arc gathered together in one 
hand under the chin. Under this scanty gar- 
ment they 'wear nothing, except a cloth hound 
round their loins. The road ascendc# gently 
for a mile or two to the top of the Ghaut, and 
then continued lolerahly level along an un- 
cultivated plain hetween the lulls, sprinldcd 
with shrubby trees and covered with long dry 
grass, affording pasturage to large herds of 
cattle and sheep ; and here were wo, two solitary 
Englishwomen, jogging along qnite alone and in 
perfect confidence, through the heart of the 
'wild Mahratta country, and among a set of 
savage-looking people, not one word of whose 
language could we understand I The road was 
encumbered by long trains of carts and pack 
bullocks, carrying materials for the railway, 
large bales of cotton, and baskets of vegetables 
from Poona, and the dust was horrible. Our 
journey was a short one, and we arrived at the 
hvmgalow at Karlee at nine, where we found the 
troops encamped. The accommodation was 
not extensive for so large a party ; but we got 
plenty to eat, and tliese places arc very clean 
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and fiee fiiom insects In tlie afternoon ive set 
ont to walk to the hills to see some care tem 
pies greatly renowned The path across the 
plain led throagh what were apparently nee 
fields intereected by small ditches for the pur 
pose of imgation, and then commenced a seveie 
ascent%mong large boulders of rock, between 
■which bushes of cacti grew in great luxtinance, 
wuth a few gioups of lai^e trees The path 
was a zigzag and very steep, foimed in many 
places from old steps cut m the rock, and, 
after mounting for about a mile and a half, we 
came suddenly upon a sight winch amply repaid 
ns for all our trouble Before us stood, almost 
as perfect as if it had been finished yesterday, 
a very large old Hindoo temple excavated m 
^ the sohd rock The style reminded me of the 
Nineveh remains, tlio portico m front being 
composed of gigantic piUars, surmounted bj 
elaborate cornices, and the wall covered with 
fnezes consisting of figures of tho double god 
Yislmu, having along the bottom a row of 
elephants with houdahs on their backs On 
entering we found ourselves in a long, loft^, 
arched hall, the sides consisting of pillars, 
having figures of the god and tlio elephants at 
the top and bottom, and at the end ^as a 
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round slirino -svitli a dome stipporting a repre- 
Kentation of a large fish. The T\'liole carving 
Tvas sharp and delicate, and hardly at all 
brohen. Xho large temple appears to have 
been some time abandoned for purposes of 
■worship ; but outside there is a small square 
one in present use, ■which wc ■were allowed to 
peep into, not enter. Over a small altar there 
■was a painting of the god in a red robe, 'with 
largo goggle eyes, on a gilt background, and the 
shrine bote a painful resemblance to a road-side 
Eomau Catholic Chapel. There were several 
smaller caves above, and on the sides of tho 
great temple, but -a-itbont carving, and a stream 
of delicious ■a'atcr dripped over the front of one 
of them. "We ■were dreadfully pestered by 
crowds of beggars, several of -whom, watching ^ 
for our arrival, had marked us as their prey ; 
and daring our ascent of the mountain, one 
insisted on handing me up the steep parts 
■with his cold clammy hand, whilst a second 
pushed mo under tho shoulder, and a third 
took possession of my umbrella, while at the 
top they were joined by ^ disgusting old woman 
and a tribe of childiea, uad all claxaouied. fiit 
haclshUh^ and worried ns to death after they 
had emptied our pockeb) of every coin. At 
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last we got rid of them by drawing tlieir atten- 
tion to one of our friends whom we saw begin- 
ning the ascent, and who, we assured them, 
was a Tery rich Sahib, and they instantly 
fastened upon him, whilst we made our escape 
down the mountain. I was very tired with my 
unwonted exertions after such a long repose on 
shipboard, and glad to accept the offer of a 
mount upon a friend’s pony across the plom 
home. '"We dined at half-past six, and imme- 
diately after went to bed. 

Tuesday, December 8. 

I was awoke at half-pj^t two to have our 
bed packed up to go with the baggage, so I 

rolled myself up in L ’s militaiy' cloak, 

in which I got another two honrs’ sleep. The 
soldiers marched at three, hut I did not follow 
them till six, and then passed tliem before 
arriving at our baiting place, '\\^urgawm — a 
distance of twelve miles. The drive was very 
pretty, winding at tho foot of the lulls, along 
an excellent road bordered by bushes of cactus, 
in the centre of which small trees were planted. 
"SVe crossed tho dry beds of several torrents, 
and in one place the water was collected into 
the scmblanco of a fino river for a short distance. 
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The plain, not ft verj' ^tlc one, was varied with 
patches of cultivation among tlic paslnre land, 
and dolled vrilh many nalive camps and villages , 
in one of vfluch wc changed horses. There 
was a good deal of traffic on the road; the 
carls were drawn by very small oxen of various 
colours, some pretty thorough-bred looking 
creatures, wlulsb others were very miserable in 
appearance, with mis-shapen horns; but the 
most frightful of all domesticated animals is 
the Indian buffalo, used for drangbt indis- 
criminately with oxen. His sloping withers, 
without a hump, long head (which ho carries 
chin in air), and straight horns tnmed the 
wrong way, so long that they look like gig 
shafts, and entirely prevent his turning his 
head, give lum a remarkably ungainly appear- 
ance ; and his beauty is not improved by his 
dirty habits, and hisdiairlcss India-rubber skin. 
I have occasionally seen a white buffalo, a still 
more hideous animal — like a huge pig with 
horns. Several natives we passed on the road 
wore arms. "Whilst breakfast was preparing 
I strolled about, examining the curious plants 
and flowers, all so new to me, and in gathering 
some fruit of the prickly pear got my fingers 
full of its thorns. The guns and wagons be- 
G 
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longing to the batteries are each drami by 
eight or ten oxen, and accompanied by carts 
for the baggage, and dJioolies, a hght sort of 
paliee for the transport of the sicL or tired, 
the whole enrrounded by hundreds of chattering 
natives This afternoon I took a long scramble 
witb two of our blends up a mountam and 
along the side of a ravine, till, on tnmmg a- 
comer, we found ourselves overlookmg quite 
another part of the plain, dotted with smgular 
detached hills, surmounted by forts Wo 
found many cunous plants and stones, and the 
whole soil appears to be impregnated with 
copper, every stone m many places bemg cased 
m bngbt green j winch, when found embedded 
m masses of clay, ’has a very pretty effect 
We had to run homo as fast as possible, to bo 
in time for dinner, passmg tlirongb the viUago 
where was a temple; butithe door was shut, 
and squatted outside was a most forbidding 
lookmg old pnest with a grey beard 

Wednesday, December 0 

The stage tins morning, abont the samo 
length ns yesterday, took us to a plnco called 
Nigreo, through a less interesting countrj , Ibo 
plain having widened and being ■^cry bare, 
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except a few patches of green rice. Here and 
there were odd-looking detached hills crowned 
with forts, and a river was seen winding in the 
distance. The morning was cold and windy, 
and I was glad to cover myself with the mili- 
tary cloak; wlnlst my head was encased in a 
sun topee — a sort of dust-colonred helmet with 
a wMte tnrhan rolled round it. In order to 
protect their heads from the sun, the soldiers 
wear white quilted covers to their forage caps, 
with deep curtains all round, .only wanting the 
addition of a piece of black ribbon lonnd the 
crown to resemble exactly an old woman’s 
mghtcap. Two nests of the tailor-bird were 
found to-day by some of the party. M a 
distance they look like a Iftinch of hay hanging 
from the hough of n tree, but on a closer in- 
spection are found to be made of a number of 
fibres and roots elefeoly woven together into a 
bag, open at one end, and with the other ending 
in a point. One nest was very neatly lined 
with cotton, and bits of fringe, apparently stolen 
from an old towel! Many, very large kites, 
some brown, others black and white, one vul- 
ture, and many green paroquets and smaller 
birds were seen to-day; and in some places the 
telegraph wire, winch runs by the side of the 
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road, Vfs.3 covered mtli long rovrs of them. 
To-day we passed one or two cross roads; 
hitherto onr road has been the only one we 
have seen, and conld be traced for a long 
^stance over the plain by a line of trees 
An officer of Bombay ArtiUeiy, travelling to 
Bombay with his wife and two pale httle 
children, with their Ayahs, came to rest during 
the heat of the day m the bungalow, and I 
gave up my room to them In the evening 
we walked to see some beautiful temples ahont 
a mile off, situated in a grove of magmficent 
banyan txeeiv whose bnnrhes cS iai^giri^ roots 
looked hke long hair suspended from their 
branches, and the whole place was enclosed by 
thick hedges of pnckly pear The largo tem- 
ples were crowned wiOi domes, beautifully sculp- 
tured , m one was nn altar, with a mcho con- 
tainmg an idol pamted red and two side places 
for hglits , in front of another was a kind of 
porch covering a statue of tho Sacred Bull 

Thursday, December 10 

Left Nigree at half past sis, and bad a 
beautiful dnvo to Poona through a much more 
wooded and cnltnated countrj, with a line of 
line lulls in front of «s , and, ns tvc neared the 
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old mcttopolis of Iho Deccan, roads multiplied 
and pretty little bungalows witli4laxunant gar- 
dens sprung up, and before cutonng the canton- 
ment WQ passed by a fine bndgo o\er tlic 
'Moola-Mootra riNcr. I overtook the troops 
just before rcadimg the lines, and Tnth some 
difficulty found my way to a bimgalow winch 
bad been prepared for us m the 3rd European 
hues by the kmdncss of a friend, who sent his 
own Bcrvanls to prepare our brcaUiist. The 
morning was spent nnpacking and scttlmg — 
very diffictdt work with strange Hindus, who 
have no method in tlieir work, and bogm half 
a dozen things at once, winch they never fimsh, 

but run off to Bometlnng else !» and his 

officers were mvitcd to an entertainment by tho 
Bombay Artillery, whilst I was kindly asked to 
an early dinner by tho wifo of the officer com 
manding, and in the evening wo drove through 
the Sudder Bazaar (or shops for Europeans), 
a picturesque street of low houses, planted with 
TOWS of trees like a toutevard, to a piece of 
water called the Bund, a favourite resort of an 
evemng, where carnage and nding parties meet 
and converse, and Vetum home by lamp or 
mootsligbit 
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CHAPTER rV. 

WoLian cmmcn — mujtajit duaettss — cirr op poova 
— TE5IPI.E OP PABBTroOEk. — CnMSTSIAB — ■ ITATITE 
CONVERTS — PTn.LOCK CABBIAQES — EXPCTlTIOH ^0 
sEfQinrB 

Fndaj, December 11 

Hired a palkeo to go to the post office and 
other places Yon engage them for six hours, 
and nsQ Uicm as much or as httle as you please 
for tho sum of one shilling and threepence, 
Lnghsh I do not dishko the motion for a 
short distance , but one feds remarkably help 
less and at the mercy of tho bearers, of a hose 
language you are xn total ignorance Onr 
honso vs as beset oU day vnlli horse dealers, vslio 
came gallopmg round the garden to shovr olT 
their steeds; and a Borah, or travelling mer- 
chant, brought his box of wares, which com- 
prised n httlo of every thing, from pickles and 
soap, to silks, muslmH, and stnnonerj, but were 
not Tcrj inviting. 

Sun lay r 1 1 

It was a great plcoflnro again, to find onr 
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selves Tvilhin tlie "walls of a cLurcli, -wliich, 
tliougli the morning Bervico "waa at elcTcn, "was 
much cooler tlitan an English one, as all the 
doors and ■windows "woro open, or closed only 
by jalousies. The scats are all elbow chairs^ 
placed in ro-ws, with desks before them, and are 
very roomy and comfortable. The Holy Sacra- 
ment was administered, and as it is not cus- 
tomary to carry money, from the inconvenience 
of the size and -weight of the rupees, a pencil 
and slips of paper axe handed round, on which 
people write their names and the amount of 
their donations, which are collected at their 
houses afrerwarda, Sunday here is very dif- 
ferent to what we are accustomed to at home ; 
you are plagued hy itinerant dealers of all 
hinds:, of course business goes on as usual in 
the bazaars, and I am afraid our countrymen 
too often tahe advantage of their residence 
among tbe heathen to forget the obligation 
of beeping the Fourth Commandment. The 
evening church was at half-past five, tg wliich 
I walked -with my husband; and as darkness 
soon set in, the church was lighted hy quanti- 
ties of tumblers containing a wick burning in 
cocoa-nut oU, which ia the common light used 
for passages ®r bedrooms. It was veiy difficult 
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to find our Vr’ny home across the rough ground 
of the common, or maidan, ns it is called. 

Monday, December 14. 

The other battery -which had accompanied us 
from England, was to-day marched up country 
to be formed into a siege train, for service in 
Central India. Poor Mra. 0 , who re- 

mained behind in Bombay, tliinldng to rejoin 
her husband in a few days, may now bo 
separated from him for as long as the war 
lasts 1 "We hired a bullock-gharry for some 
■visits and shopping. They are a sort of tilted 
cart dra-wn by a pair of bullocks, whose tails 
undergo a vast deal of twisting from the driver 
in order to make them go on. There is a hill 
at the back of the cantonment called the Hill of 
Silence, surmounted by a tower, on the top of 
which the Parsees lay their dead, on a grating. 
Here tlie birds pick off the flesh, and in thne 
the bones fall through on a heap beneath. The 
place is considered sacred, and an order exists 
forbidding any soldier to ascend it. The vul- 
tures, kites, and other birds -who perform the 
office of scavengers, besides fattening on the 
deceased followers of Zoroaster, are not allowed 
to be destroyed, and are shockingly tame, 
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scarcely hopping out of jour \\ay when engaged 
in their disgusting meals. I have been riding 
my httlo chestnut iVrab, whoso paces are dc- 
hghtful, though ho is quite uneducated, and it 
IS remurhablo how safely these horses carry you 
over tho most rocky, broken ground, though 
they often stumblo in their ualk on smooth 
grass. Mdilaty bands play •several times in 
tho week, at band-stands on tho Maidan, where 
lamps ore hghted, and hero all the fashion of 
Poona assemble, hut I cannot jet reconcile my- 
self to the habit of tiding home in the dark 
across the rough groxmd of tho plain. 

Thursday, Docembor 17 

I generally walk or ndo for on hour or two 
at BIX in the morning, retnrmng at eight to 
dress for breakfast, by which time the sun is 
powerful, though tho wmd is cold, rather hko 
fine March weather at homo. This mommg I 
walked to the nuns of Scmdiah’s Palace, which, 
hko most native houses, was only bmit of stucco, 
but must have been handsomely pamted and 
ornamented. It was built round an open court, 
and enclosed in a large walled outer eonrtyard. 
It was two stones hi{^, and had httle belvtderes 
on tho roof, one of the upper rooms there 
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mo remains of fresco pamtmgs on tlio iialls, 
represonting fights anil htmtmg scones Iii 
pomt of art they arc much* on a par -with the 
NmoYoh pictures, hut it is very remarhable that 
tho complexions of all the people are fair I 
behove it is common to all native pamtmgs, anfi 
that they do not allow themselves to be a black 
laco Some figures m green jackets and red 
trousers were apparently meant to be British 
soldiers, defeated by the supenor nnmes of the 

MahrattasI L had a great deal of business 

to transact at the different mihtary offices, which 
are scattered about miles apart at the several 
pnvate residences of the officials, and the going 
about from one to another consumes a great 
deal of valuable time , but this is a mere trifle 
m the mass of troubles besetting an unfortunate 
Enghsh officer, ignorant of the language and of 
Indian ways, landed in the country, and ordered 
to form a battery As every thing is done on 
the contract system, each commandmg officer has 
to purchase wholesale his own hides, iron, wood, 
hemp, and cotton, besides thousands of smaller 
necessaries, and make the best bargain he can 
with the native saddlers, smiths, carpenters, 
and rope makers , all which has to be done 
among a set of the most cheatmg, lymg people 
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in thevrorld; and jon are dependent on yonr 
servant, or any stray friend, for acting as inter- 
preter ’between yon and tlicm, and sorely do the 
savages try one’s temper in every department. 
"We -went to dine at Kirlieo this evening, a 
cavalry dop6t, ahont five ndlcs from Poona, ' 

Ij at the mess of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, 

and I irith Mrs. P . Onr driver lost his 

way, and we wandered about till we despaired 
of ever getting any dinner, and when he stopped 
any passer-by to ask his way, it invariably ended 
by, a chatter for ten minutes at the top of their 
voices, and ovu proceedmg none the wiser as to 

onr road. *IheP ’s bungalow has only an 

upper floor, with stores below, and consists of 
two large bed-rooms, enrronnded by an enclosed 
rerandah, which is screened off mto other apart- 
ments. "Whilst L was at dinner at the 

mess, a remarkably fine-looking, high caste 
Hindu servant was pomted out to him, stand- 
ing behind the chair of his master, Col. A- , 

of the 14th Light Dragoons This man had been 
one of the rmgleaders of the mutineers, and was 
mtended hy them to have been made hngadier 
at Poona He was tried by court martial some 
months ago, and acquitted for want of evidence. 
One should have thought him a dangerous ser- 
vant, perhaps too dangerous to discharge 
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Saturday, December 19. 

Yesterday, the guns left behind by Captain 
Ommanney were sent to the i^senal, drawn by 
bullocks, "and as most of the animals were un- 
broken it was a trying business to get them there. 
As fast as one pair was induced to go on, the next 
was sure to jib or bolt ; and ns they were terrified 
at the sight of a uniform, they frequently shpped 
their heads out of the yoke, and caracolled over 
the plain, pursued by shrieking drivers, till both 
parties were tired. It took altogether three hours 
to get the guns to the Arsenal, a distance of one 

mile. L was field officer on duty last night, 

and had to ride round the guards after eleven 
' o’clock. He was accompanied by three httlo 
black drummer-boys from a native regiment, 
and as the distance was five miles, it took some 
time, and I felt rather nervous before his return, 
at half-past one. It is the custom in India for 
all the gentlemen in a station to call on the 
newly arrived ladies, and I was considerably 
amused and surprised at first, at my morrung 
levees of officers in full uniform, with their 
swords on, who invariably drove up to the door 
in close carriages, and generally came in pairs, 
and introduced one another. I am not yet re- 
conciled to the hours for visits being so carh 
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l)etween eleven and two ; bnt tlie plan of sending 
in your card, that no raistalcc may ho made in 
yotir name, is an excellent one. 

Honday, J)eccmber 21 

\Vo rode Hub evening lluongli the ancient 
aly of Poona, Ino miles from the canton- 
ment, and quite distinct from tho European 
town, or Sudder Baraar, which has merely 
sprung up to supply Iho wants of tho station. 
The city is ono of tho oldest in India, and its 
population numbers about 140,000 — ^moro or 
less unruly, and only hept m order by the largo 
military force in cantonment. The mhabitants 
were disarmed a short time ago, but are sup- 
posed to have concealed a great many weapons. 
The houses, whose ground floors are low open 
shops (where the merchants sqnat as nsual 
among their goods), have upper stones with 
quamt carved lattices, and walls pamted m 
fresco, and must once have been as handsome 
as stucco and pamting can be , but now all tho 
better sort are falhng mto decay, and many 
temples and tombs with, which the city was 
embelhshed, ate heaps of rums "We peeped 
mlo gtdewayB opeumg m\,o cowrtyardB of whtA 
must once have been splendid houses, and 
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beheld fountama and gardens beyond, such as 
one reads of m Eastern stoiy The streets 
■were croTvded with people, chiefly on foot, m 
oveiy variety of Oiicntal costume They were 
perfectly civil and well behaved, though re t 
garding us with curiosity, as it is veiy rare for 
any Sahib, more especially a lady, to enter the 
city, and we did not see a smgle European m 
traversing the city from end to end The 
richest natives, Parsecs, &c , hve^ chiefly ^ 
bungalows m the suburbs , and. m one winch 
we passed, a grand house m a garden, oma* 
inented with avenues of cypress trees, hves, 
under the caie of a guard of honour, one of the 
ex Ameers of Semde — a state pnsoner on 
parole Some of the prettiest shops m the city 
were the braziers , with their rows of quaint 
copper and brass vessels, arranged m gradation 
one above another The shops for native 
bracelets were also cuno-ns Most of them arc 
made of coloured glass, some dark blue or 
green, others yellow, with bits of tmsel stucK 
on to look hke gold They have no fastenings, 
and are forced over the hand, and remam on 
till they are broken Wo remarked an ol 
Fakir prostrating himself m the dust, and rc- 
peatmg prayers in a very loud tone , and by 
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tho wayside were numeronB little chapels, con- 
taining rnde images of gods (fretiTiently only a 
lump of stone painted red), \ritli lamps huming 
before them, painfuHy reminding one of Koman 
, Catholic stations. The city of Poona hes low 
on the hanhs of tlie nver, which is almost 
entirely dry at this season, and the houses are 
so embosomed in trees, that at a distance it 
cannot he distinguished as a town. The 
bed of the nver is crossed by several bridges, 
and the rocky sides of tho ravines, overhung by 
banyan trees, are very picturesque j and dhobies 
(or washermen) m gay lurbans may bo seen 
beating their clothes in every pool Some of 
the paintmgs on the houses were amusmg 
enough On one, a Highlander was very tolerably 
represented, whilst on another a wrestlmg match 
between a brown and. a white man was the 
subject, and tigers carrying off children in their 
months seemed a general favourite. Tho 
execution of these designs could Bcarccly vie 
with that of the Nmeveh pamtmgs 

Tuesday, December 22 

We started on horseback soon after six, and 
rode to the foot of tbe hiU of Parhuddee.. about 
three miles, accompanied by the ghorrawallas 
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rtmniDg by us, to hold tho horses. We dis- 
mounted and climbed up an easy flight of steps 
to the top of the hill, on which the temples stand. 
There are three pxmcipal ones, crowned witn 
handsome domes, carved and gilt, besides seve- 
ral smaller chapels, and the rums of a largo 
Brahmimeal ironastery, or College, wlucli, 
though fallen to decay, has still a largo income 
belonging to it, paid hy the English Goirrnment 
One temple is dedicated to the god Siva, T'ho 
IS represented in a car, drawn by a horso 
■with seven heads ; another is sacred to Yishnm 
whoso image was bemg adorned for the day, by 
the officiating Pnest, jost ns wo entered, ana 
wo saw his dirty turban pulled off, to bo re- 
placed by another. The imago uas horribly 
distorted, with great etanng ojes, and m tbo 
usual squatting native position. It is qud® 
impossible to bohevo that any human being, 
e\cn tho most savage, far less theso educate , 
clever Brahmins, can bchevo m tho omnipoten 
pou er of these blocks of wood and stono ; ant 
our cicerone, an old, blind, and (of course) 
naked Brahmin (who talked very good Ilngbs «, 
and had a pleasanter countenance, and stronger, 
finer figure than most of tho savages) tnlket ^ 
and laughed very irrevercnlli al>9nt the toi e 
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of Hs god — and yet they arc devout and atten- 
tive to tlicir Tcligious duties, ns if tlicy believed 
in tbe efficacy of tliem : it is difficult to under- 
stand tins, and many otlicr contradictions in 
tbe native cliaractcr. TVo were not allowed to 
enter the temples, and conld only peep tlirough 
the doors *, which being the only apertures Tor 
admitting light- all the images Imvo lamps 
burning before them. The Sacred Bull, with a 
rod bead, was* placed on guard at one of tbo 
doors. There is a magnificent view, from a 
loud of rampart ronnd the court of the prin- 
cipal temple ; for the lull is high and isolated, 
like so many on these plains, so that one can 
overlook the country in every direction for miles 
round. The ride hack, when the sun was up, 
was very pretty hy tho side of the river, dammed 
up in one place, so as to form a largo tank, or 
lake, upon whose banks arc scattered white bun- 
galows embowered in gardens of palms, plain- 
tains, and other trees requiring more shelter 
than the high arid grourid about the canton- 
ment will afford. The Band-stands arc tlio 
places of fashionable resort of an evening ; and, 
to a new comer, the scene is just lilic one in a 
theatre. A long procession of children, at- 
tended. by Ayolis and hcarerR, walk round and 
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round the music; officer^ in unifopn gfi^op 
up on iatloos with flowg mane^ and tailsj 
like circus-horses, to talk to laches in light- 
coloured habits ; or others, in ^mTIock carts, 
and foreign-looking equipages; while each 
horse, whether ridden or driven, ^9 attended 
by -his ghorrawalla, who, by the exquisites, of 
society, is dressed in a kind of livery, fcf bright 
colour, with a turban and sash in strong con- 
trast, w'Wle the more humble f content the^' 
selves with a livery of a white robe, and red 
turban and s'ash. As darkness comes on, Joihps 
are lighted round the Band-stand, ^-and oil the 
carriages ; and when “ God savo^Bie Queen^ 
proclaims the finale of the music, people grope 
their way home in the dark, as best they nae.y’- 

Thursday, December 2 !• 

L received an importation of thirty-one 

horses from Bombay for Ids battery to-day- 
They arc sent up under the care of natives, 
who, on arriving, -squat down by the* road- 
side in front of, their liorses, waiting for sonic 
one to take possession of them. We accident- 
ally saw these poor beasts to-day, so waiting, 

and on inquiry L found they were for Jiijn 

— such is the way tlungs are managed here. 
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Tlie artiUory horse# Btaiid in open lines, tieil 
p-ith head and heel-Toj>cs. A native ffhona- 
iraUa is Appointed to eveiy horse, and an Eng- 
lish difver toi every pair. Visiting in a hired 
bullock cart is rather a trial of patience, as 
oxen, ‘except the very good ones, are aggra- 
^.vating animals, and have a way of_ bolting 
round comers, and into strange compounds ; 
when Bomo time is required to stop and turn, 
and start agaid: They are guided by^a string, 
passed tlnough their noses, wlhlo experienced 
drivers use their toes as a means of persuasion, 
anil beaten them with a primitivo hunting- 
whip, whilst' they screw their tails to induce 
rapidity^ of motion. The old-fashioned conntiy 
carts, (wliich are pressed whenever required to 
carry baggage,) are curious vehicles, consisting 
solely of a pair of solid wheels, connected by 
an axle, and a great pole to which is fastened 
whatever is intended to be carried. The modem 
ones bear more resemblance in form to our 
notions of a small cart, but are in the habit of 
tumbling to pieces every few miles. Each is 
dravm by four or six oxen, attended by a pro- 
portionate number of drivers, who again, on a 
march, are followed hy their wives and fami- 
lies. 
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. * Cliristmas-day, 1857. 

"We -were glad there was so little to ren^3 
us of home or of the season. We received 
various presents of cakes, fruit, &c., from onr 
landlord and tradespeople, reversing the English 
system of Christmas boxes. There was only ^ 
one sermon at the English Church, and no 
decorations, which with the abundance of flowers 
in this country might have been easily managed. 
"We rode to Kirkee in the afternoon, through a 
ford and over the fields, but had to keep the 
road on our return on account of the darlcncss* 
A dinner at the Adjutant-Gcnerare, 
bouquets of roses* adorning the table; mnderec 
the turkey and mince pies necessary to make ns 
believe it was Christmns-day. 

Mondaj, Doccmbcr 2S. 

We were invited to a hyena hunt at Kirkcc, 
but were not able to go. The animal was caugh*' 
some days previously, and imprisoned in a bat» 
room, and then turned loose before some strong 
curs, doing duty as honnds. One night, just ns 
wc were getting into bed, a stranger came to 
the door, and informed us that as ho was passing 
ho saw a wild beast on the roof of our bungalo^' • 
L immediately turned out with loaded re- 
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\olvcr, and porambulalcd llio grounds iii dress- 
ing go\«i and slippers, l)ut notlimg could be 
seen, and X believe tlic hdeftroce v.fts no other 
than a Viuldisli cat, 11110 is part of the establish- 
ment, and isho has a way of getting between 
the (hatch and tho canvas ceilings, in pursuit 
" of the rata and prettj httlc groj squirrels, and 
pattering about all night to tho disturbance of 
onr rest, and m imminent danger of falling 
tbiongli on our heads In mj walk this inom- 
mg I passed tUrongh some fields of gram, and 
observed the mode of imgation, wlucli nas to 
divide the land mto very small square plots, 
separated by banked-up channels, or troughs 
filled from tho water elans corned on bullocks 
from the nearest tank, so that the operation is 
slow and labonous, and it is only on the banlis 
of streams that there la any soil capable of cul- 
tivation, tho high lands being all volcanic rock. 

Sir J Inghs’s despatch concerrung tho lieroic 
defence of Lucknow reached ns to day, and 
filled all hearts with admiration and thankful- 
ness 

Friday, January 1, 1858 

Last mght we indulged m the unwonted dis- 
sipations of a dinner party and a dance Tho 
latter was rather a solemn affair, and at twchc 
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o’clock every one nliook lianils and 'wislictl eacji 
other tho compliments of^ tlio season, ^vbic^ 
to strangers Tn a strange land arc vciy emp y 
compliments indeed. Then \ro sat down oa 
supper which nobody ate, and then we, in Ucu- 
anco of Indian manners (wliich forbid tho depar- 
ture of any guest till tho lady of highest raua 
has taken leave), went homo to bed. Notwitu- 
standiug our dissipation, wo wero down on the 
parade by six tliis morning, where the moon 
was shining with a glorions light, as only a 
tropical full moon can shino. I was anxious to 
vritness the ceremony of swearing in tho i^cwly- 
cnlisted gun Lascars, who have been recruite 
hero by L . It solely consisted in repeatmg 

after anofficer, very fa8t,n quantity of Hindustani, 

which sounded very hke gibberish, and there was 
no religious ceremony or way of hlnding them 
to fidelity. I rode to see the sun rise from the 
* top of Gibbet Hill, which commands a fine view 
of the station, and is so named from the remains 
of a gibbet formerly nsed for criminals. I saw 
water drawn from some wells in a curious 
manner : four or six bullocks ore fastened to a 
long rope, which is passed over a beam, an 
has a leather bucket at the other end, and the 
animals drawing down a steep descent into a 



• SOX-OIISF.IVVANCE OF SUNDAY. lO.I 

pit lift np the lincketful of water, anJ wlicn it is 
empty, the hullocks are made to Inch the whole 
waj- np the hill, till the hncket *iigam reaches 
the water. 

Sunday, January 3. 

"Wo were jnst Btarting for morning church, 

whcE informatiou was sent to L that 

another ilctacluncnt of Horses had arrived, to 
whose reception and feeding ho and a committee 
of officers had to attend during the greater part 
of the day, and this is only a common sample 
of the desecration of Sunday among nil in 
authority hero. All public offices arc open, and 
the only difference to ho observed is, that rather 
more than usual business generally comes to 
hand than on weeh days. Can wo wonder that, 
while OUT mlcrs, thus setting at naught the prin- 
ciples of their own lehgion, encourage and pro- 
tect idolatry and idol temples, Glmstianity makes 
but small progress among the heathen ? There * 
are only twenty converts hero, and they, I 
believe, belong to the Scotch mission. The 
different doctrines taught by different sects 
among Christians is another fatal bar to the 
spread of their common religion. In short, it 
is easy enough for a child to see mismanage- 
ment rifo in every comer of the land, and what- 
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ever tlio right rcmcaynitty be, it must bo one 
ot principle and practice tbnt may draw “ 
blessing on onr cxerUona. At present m tbe 
,mm,cr oftlio SnhTjs tovvordB tbe natives tbero 

is a pride and contempt, as of n lower order 
boinos (and tboy ore bo stnpid and provolung it i 
very difficult to treat tbcm otbcrwiso) ; and, m 
return, they are disguBtingly cringing and s«- 
■vile from fear, and arc ready to take the nrs 
opportunity of -mping ont old scores against us, 
vnih the ferocity and cmelty to bo oxpecte 
from idolaters and barbarians. Shocking as i 
Bounds, it is nevertheless true that Govei^e^ 
discourages Christianity among the natives ° 
the extent of making native Christians inehgi c 
to any public office ! A short time ago ® 
Head Inspector of Government Schools mc 
•svith an intelligent native convert, -whom he con- 
sidered fitted to fill an office then at his disposal. 
On applying to the proper authorities to confinn 
bis choice, he vras refused, on the ground tha 
the man having been converted had lost caste, 
and, consequently, influence "with his coimtry- 
men, and that the rules of the ineligibihty o 
Christians to any public appointment co t 
not be broken through 1 I have this stoiy on 
undoubted authority. 
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Snnilav, Januan- 10, 

A. coUcctloTi -was made this moming for llic 
BycuBa Scliools, in Bombay, for soldiers' cliilcl- 
rcn — mostly half-castcs. An oilil advantage 
belonging to tbcse acbools is, tbnt if an Englisb 
soldier signifies Ins vvisb to marry, be may go to 
tbc girls' school, nliero be is ashed tliroo limes 
to tea, at which entertainment bo meets all the 
marriageable girls, and bo may select from 
among them any one wbo pleases bis fancy. 

Priday, y anuary 15, 

Ont days are so monotonons tliat tbeio is 
very little to record, being cbiefiy spent by 

li in breaking in bis horses to harness, 

and generally closed by a ride to tbo Band- 
stand, By way of variety I was one day upset 
in a buHook-jarj, as I was paying a round of 
visits. I scrambled ont, and endeavoured, by 
frantic gesticnlalions, to induce my dnver and 
some people who bad collected round us, to lift 
tbo carriage ont of tbo ditcb. At first they 
merely sat down and chattered, and I thought 
1 should be left standing in the sun all day, but 
at last they unyoked the animals, and, after 
righting tbo carriago, proceeded to put them in 
again : but tliis was n work of time ; first both 
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tho iierverBC beasts got on tbo near siilo of t ho 
nolo, then they changed and wont botli on the 

oif side, then tboytiimcd ronnd with their heads 

towards tho carriage ; in short more than Job ^ 
patience was required, especially as Iwas m 
a hurry to get homo. I have been long suffer- 
ing with a very severo cold, which, in this 
climate of cold winds and hot sun, is very 
difficult to get rid of. Tho last two days have 
been cloudy, and a few large drops of rain fcl 

this morning. L bought me a beautiful 

ncwliorso yesterday; a handsome grey Arab, 
with high showy action, and a tail actually 
sweeping the ground. 

’ Wedaesday, January 20. 

“We rode one day to an old native fort .in the 
middle of the old city of Poona. The gateway 
is painted in a kind of Moorish pattern in 
fresco, and you enter through n door spihe 
Tvitli tremendous nmls, meant to be a defence 
'dgainst elephants. Inside is a wide court am 
^^'little garden and tank, by the side of whic i 
■ stand two miserable little mortars, to take care 
of wliicb our artillery find a guard of'fouv 
men. They are to be fired in case of alarm, 
when the odds in favour of 140,000 natives 
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^vonld be rather oYenrhcIining. ^Yo hail a 
fahopping e:q»eiUtion m tUo city this afternoon 
that Aras most ninnsing. "VS'e got oat of onr 
ganj and poheil among the sliops, pnrclia«hig 
many cnriosUies, which wo should probably 
never have seen in any other manner. Tlio 
people were civil, bnt looked at ns with astonish- 
ment, as I believe wo arc the first English lady 
and gentleman who have ever willed through 
the city. AYc often pass through it on horse- 
back, and on no occasion have ever met u 
European, but wc aro struck Vi-ith the fair com- 
plexions of many of tlio Bralunius and PatBces. 

Saturday, Januaiy 20. 

Wo dined last night in comphny with a lady, 
who apologized forheing rather late, saying she 
had that moment received a telegram, contain- 
ing the news of her husband being shot tlirougU 
the arm in an encounter with tho Bhccls, 
Such is life in this country 1 Tho old Bralimin 
from Parbuddeo paid us n visit to-day. lie* 
understands English perfectly, being a pupil' of ^ 
one of our Goveniinont schools. \Yo ques- 
tioned him as to Ins belief in* Ins gods, and he 
says hd considers the idols only as representa- 
tions of an invisible and omnipresent Dcitv- 
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Ho spoke of another ■woild as a place of regard 
or punishment, and said the joy of hea^cn 
•wonld consist in Bitting sti31> The BrahminB 
are all priests, and tins one’s office before he 
become blind ■was to arrange the turban of the 
idol daily. Ho told us the Government gave 
1500 rupees a month for the support of tbo 
Brabmms at Parbaddee, The temples and 
Burroundmg palace, now in rums, ^wero the 
property of the Peishwa, and when he ceded to 
us the territory of Poona, it was on the under-* 
standing that we were to provide for the support 
of the holy places. This has been done on 
every British acquisition of territory in Indifl> 
thus rendenng us, for the sake of advancing 
our border, the patrons and supporters of the 
most homblo idolatry. Wo have decided on 
makmg an expedition to Singhur, a hill fort* 
where there are a few empty bungalows, one of 
which has been lent to us, in hopes of curing 
my cold by change of air. 

•* Wednesday, Jiauai^ 27 

We sent off a supply of neccssanes to Sing- 
hur on Coohes’ heads, as soon as possible after 
breakfast, and it was most amusing to watch 
the preparations foi startmg m the yard. Our 
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old liuUcT, Vi’lio I sometimes think is n little 
demenlcd, did ahsolulely notliing hut vociferate 
in the shrillest tones, and laying about him 
■with a slick, danced and shouted round tlio 
group of Coolies, -who remained apathetically 
squatting on their haunches in tho sun* At 
last, about eleven, off they -went, many of the 
men carrying nothing hnt one little handle, 
whilst a -wretched pony, intended for tho old 
man to ride, was laden with all the heavy pack- 
ages, bedding, and carpet-bags. At two wo 
ourselres started on horseback, accompanied by 

Major B and Mr. B . I carried an 

umbrella, and did not find any annoyance from 
the snn. ^Yo cantered along jperrily for ten or 
t-welvG mUes, on an excellent road, past tho 
foot of Parbuddee, and skirting a fine range of 
hills; on each side were thousands of largo 
mango trees, whose flowers perfumed the air, 
but suddenly the broad highway came to an 
abrupt end on the banks of a nuUahy and wo 
turned off on a path through the fields, -where, 
&om the numerous tracks, "we found great- 
dif&c-olty in keeping the right road. Before 
long we overtook one of tho servants and a 
i'kA., vEsA'icccmig 

part of our goods, the obstinate old butler 
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fort, aiitl at la^l came to a tUrk J;utc^^ay 
^l!i n htron" irou door, piarded l>y Foine 
aatuc police; then a second and a third himilar 
^ate, anil theiMTC fonnd ohr'el\c*> in an opin 
Rpace on the enminit of this Kinj^ilar hill, riitli 
a fev; v,hUG Lnuf'alows dotted alxtut amon*; 
tho rocks, in one of -winch vre fnnnd onr old 
hntlcr, with nothin" of any hind ready for 
ua. In these adrorso circumstances Jlnjor 

B was ft ho^it in himself, ivnd hnstled ahoul 

willi Buch vi"onr that ^^c soon got lights, and 
took possession of onr rooms; and hy'nino 
o’clock ssc got fiomclhing to cat, after which v.e 
were glad enough to retire to rest from the 
fnligncs of the day. The hongalow belongs to 
an old Parsec, 1>y name Daddaboy, and consists 
of three rooms, containing a few rickety chairs 
and tables, and an cnormoiiH bed, ^nlh a \cr)' 
limited snpply of cracked crockery. 

Thursday, Januarj 2S 

I got np early and walked ahoni tho fort, 
which is a most canons place — an enormous 
rocky hill with a square snmrait, and cvciy 
spur or accessible part scarped, turreted, walled, 
and loopholcd, eo that it appears qnito impreg- 
nable. It -waft finally Burrcndcrcd tq the British 
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on Ist March, 1818, by tho Pcishwa’s troops, 
rvho, (luring a siege of ten clays had suBore 
severely from our shells. It sustamecl manj 
sieges (liirmg tho different Mahratta ™r8, wM 
never stormed, but generally capitulated.from 
scarcity of supphes. There are eight or te 
bungalows m different parts of tho fort, eac 
commanding splendid news. Boses were bloom- 
mg in the gardens, -winch, -with attention, nng 
have been Uttlo Paradises. The roofs of tM 
houses are all tied on by strong ro^es passing 
over'them, fastened to rocks on the groiina. 
which IS neoessaiy, to prevent the violent wm s 
of the monsoon carrying them away. TfiOP ° 
go np hero from Poona for change in the o 
weather, and as this is not tho season, we at 
the only Europeans in the place ; one na iv® 
hut and a couple of guard rooms for tho po 
constitute the only habitations besides the c 
sorted bungalows Tbc air is deliciously coo 
and refrcslung, and prevents one minding ® 
heat of the sun ; so, ns soon as brealifast was 
over we set off for a long ramble, armed on y 
with umbrellas, and wandermg along tho narrow 
cattle paths which tiaverse the coarse dry grass 
m every direction, we left tho fort, and fol ow 
mg a spur of the mountain, our ambition 
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to mount to the top of a neighhonriug lull, with 
a mass of pointed rock on its summit. Tliis 
wo at last accomphshcfl, anti after resting for 
some tune under the shadow of the rock, en- 
joying the now, wo returned by a different path 
to our bungalow, and refreshed ourselves with 
ginger beer and oranges. In the cool of the 
evenmg we explored more of tho mtenor of the 
fort, which contains many largo water tanks, the 
rums of a Governor’s house, and several small 
temples, and la, even in its present rumous 
state, one of the best specimens of a Mabratta 
lull fortresa. The views over tho hills are 
wonderful, compnsmg range after range piled 
one behmd the other, too numerous to count, 
and all cut nquare at the top with furrowed 
sides, more hke'Wyld’s model of the globe than 
any thmg in nature Now, the lulls are brown, 
dotted with masses of very black rock, with 
green shruhs in the ravmes, and fine trees here 
and there, especially along the banks of the 
Poona nver, whose course may be traced for 
miles along a broad valley. The great want m 
the landscape is naler Except this nver, which 
in most places is dry, there is not a stream, or 
wW, or s-prmg any wiiera, and <de w tote aspect 
iH scorched and dry , but in the ramy season 
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tho colour of the Bconciy must bo completely 
cbongoa, as every littlo nullah then contams 
torrent, and the r«l hronn of tho ginss become 
brightest green rnduy, January 25 

Onr monung’B expedition was in a contrary 
(Urcction to tliat wlncli we took yesterday , and we 
loft the fort by a postern gate, and down a steep 
rocky staircase, very difficult of access to cavalry 

L and Mr B took tbcir guns mhopesol 

sport, and divcrgedmtothejunglojbntgotnotlnag 

except abracc of larks, tbetmth being, tbatnom 
tho want of water these hills are totally withou 
game at this season, and except the chirp o 
tho cricket no sound of hfe is to be heard among 
them Far off, down in tho valleys, may ao 
distmguishcd villages and little spots of 
tion, and, dottmg the hill Bides, herds of catti 
feeding, with here npd there the dusky form a 
a black man watclung them, otherwise 

sobtudo is unbroken Major B an 

skirted the hills for some distance, till we founc 
a pleasant scat, sheltered from tho sun by 
bundles of dry grass, and commondmg ^ ^ 

Yiew of Smghur, and the jungle where 
others were vainly searclimg for game 
had brought a servant carrymg refreshments 
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with ns, nncl wc remained hero some time, enjoy- 
ing the heanty of the nccnery and atmosphere, 
and, after heing joined hy tho disappointed 
sportsmen, wo slowly wended onr way home- 
wards at sunset to our bungalow on the rock. 

Saturday, Januarj' 30. 

I took a last TamWe rortn^ a still tmoxplorcd 
part of the fort, and found a picturesque temple 
to sketch, and liaTing Bent off our Bcrvants and 
tilings, and desired our horses to ho led to tho 
foot of the hill to -wait onr arrival, u’c^started 
on our return joumoy at ouc o'clock, and found 
three miles of very steep descent before vro 
reached tho place rrhere tho animals vrero 
picketed. TTo returned to Poona by a shorter 
road, having discovered that wo had gone con- 
siderably out of our way on the former journey. 
We noticed numbers of hillocks of black ants 
along tho sides of the roa^. They aro conical 
mounds about three feet high, with numbers' of 
small couca sticking out on the top, and if you 
break into them you discorer numerous cham- 
bers and galleries composed of well-cemented 
clay, which these industrious insects build for 
nurseries and granaries^ A. lo-^ely bine bird» of 
the jay kind, also attracted our attention, but it 

i2 
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isnstonislungin passing tteongh these sol^ 

liow little of animal life one sees ; and, as f 
reptiles, wliicli I had supposed infested trop 
countries, except a few brown hzards and on 
young scorpion, which 1 hilled in my room, 
hare seen none sinco I landed. 
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CHAPTER V. 


A-UTlLlXtlT — IVCi.'a)X%.tt\ tlRFS — OIlDEttLD 

— JOBUMIT TO B0MB\\ — TEJtTLES OP ELE^1IA^TA. — 
FMBAnK OV* itr COASTINO TOAAOE — PETAt>ED AT 
\D.QOC.TA — 1A5T1 — JOCBSKT TO BELQAUil 

Tlitirsdaj, Tcbruary 4 

We find tUo nir m Poona very closo and 
oppressive after tlio monntam fircczes of Sing 
liur, and are told that it is unusually hot for tLo 
season A dust storm occurred during church- 
timo on Sunday, winch completely darkened 
tlie air, fiosides fittin g every thing vnth sand 
We are a prey to the wild cals which infest onr 
compound, and annoy us to such a degree that 
we have ordered them to Jio shot They keep 
jumping m and out of our room all night, 
making a dreadful noise m chorus with the 
jackals, and having eaten all the pretty httio 
grey squirrels and parrots m the garden, they 
are so ravenous that they jump on the table 
durmg our meals and almost snatch the very 
fwA iycct 'mCTcd\is\ One day, Tidmg titsttfsjs 

the fields, we passed a Muhammedan burial 
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gronna, tlie smeU proceeding „ 

pestilential, and ™ were horrified at seem^ 
protruding from the gropnd, and lying oho 
the plouglied field near, hlade hones, j 

and venous other portions of the h^an fram ' 
It appears that the followers of Islam ody P 
a few inches of earth over the bodies of tto 
defunct fnenda, leavmg a scalp 1““’^ “P , 
above ground, by which they thinh that Ma 
hornet wiU hft them up to heaven in the n 
Burrection I have had presents of 
htllo green parroquets, one with a red h ■ 
the tamest httle thmg I ever saw. a" 
Eoyal Artillery hall came off this evening, a 
was reckoned the best that had been 
Poona for some time. There wore tlurty la® 
and fifty gentlemen, all dancers but one ^ ' 
hut of the fifteen officers who acted hosts, i > 
remarkable that six wore ill, the hot wea c 
lately havmg been very unhealthy. 

Moaday, February S 

Last mght we were awakened, at half 
twelve, by the voice of tho sorgeant-iiiajor a ic 
wmdow, saying there were two largo fires near. 

L gave tho order to turn out, and ui v 

mmutes was on horseback and at the head o u 
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luen, I \7niked ■with my mmd a Uttlo "way up the 
lull at the hack of the houfec,. to see -where the 
fires were. One ■was the guard-room of a group 
of cells close to the hospital; it was quite empty, 
and under tho caro of a ramosi (or watch- 
man). The other -was nn old bungalow', likc- 
■wiso empty, formerly used as a Boman Catholic 
chapel. Both were on high ground, so ‘that 
the fires could bo seen for a long distance. 
There was no water to ho had, as all tho 
fcastis (or ■water-carriers) took care to bo out 
of the way ; fortunately, thcro being no -wind, 
tho fires soon burnt out, but just after ruioflicr 
was seen blazmg away on tbo opposite side 
of the cantonment. It proved to bo merely 
• a sort of bonfire, close to the lines of tho high 
caste 23rd Native Infantry, who have lately 
arrived in the station. L-- — , of course, kept 
his men with their guns on their own parade, 
■whither I also resorted, not -wishing in the event 
of any disturbance to be left alone in tho bunga- 
low; but when all wils quiet we returned to bed 
about three. Our servants looked on -with the 
most stolid iudifTerence ; the old butler could 
not bo roused from hia Buores, and except the 
jnorraipdiia, wno -was very quick sacltlfing '£lie 
horse, they liohe of them showed the slightest 
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concern, and the ramoH never dreamed of 
ealling ns, as he onght to have done. It “P- 
pears that on Saturday night an attempt nos 
made to fire a bungalow close to ours, but for- 
tunately the inhabitants were dwaUe and put >t 
out, actually seeing the incendiaries run away, 
tliough they could not catch them. 

Thursday, Februfry H- 

Bach night we have been disturbed in various 
'ways, by distant fires and coutinual noises. ^ 
number of cartridges have been found conccale 
in the thatch of a roof adjoining the house tha 
■was burnt ; but though the authorities offerc 
100 rupees for the discovery of the incendiaryj 
it is not thought prudent to search the c^* 
tridge-boxes of the 23rd N.I., where it is pretty 
certain these qome from. Several men have 
been taken up on suspicion of selling poisone 
rnilk and ginger-beer to tho soldiers; but, as 
tbey ingenionsly spilled all they bad in ban > 
nothing could bo proved -against them. O"*’ 
little knows what the next moment may bring 
forth. We had got so settled here, that 'mc 
• had almost forgotten the probability of a move , 
and we were preparing for our usual ride thi*^ 
evening, when a telegram arri\cd, 'ordering luy 



ORDEItnP AWAY. 


121 


Imsband to march on Bolgaum, some 800 
miles off in tlie Bontliera Mahratta country, 
being prepared to take the field on the way, to 
cliasUso tho Bajaii of S'/johiplir, who has been 
attacking Bomo'’of onr Madras troops. If it 
were not for the necessary separation (as cir* 
cmnstances render it impossible for mo to ven- 
ture on so long and hazardons a march, and I 
shall have to proceed hy Bombay/ and down 
tho coast by myself to Bolgaum), I sboiild not 
regret leaving Poona, ns tho public native mind 
is in an uneasy state, and it is any thing bnt 
agreeable being subject to these nightly dis- 
turbances. 


Monday, February 15 

Wo have been very busy preparing for our 
move, which, in many respects, Jo private per- 
sons, is an easier matter than at home; but 
not BO to an unlucky officer in command, upon 
his first march. It is perfectly inconceivable 

tho way in which L was pestered all day 

about all sorts of petty arrangements, which 
ought to be managed by competent subordi- 
nates, instead of being under the superintend- 
ence of Her Majesty’s officers. The march 
u as ordered for to-morrow mormng, and it was 
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cunous to Boe tlie long stnngs of camels Imeel 
mg for thoir burthens m front of the lines 
Tho same troop of Dragoon Guards that came 
m onr ship, and another, accompany tho guns 
as escort We we roused repeatedly by mes 
sages after retiring to rest, and at last, a 
half past twelve, came an order to postpon 
tlie marcli till tlie afternoon to morrow 

Tuesaa 7 , Febniaiy 16 

Busy all the mormng finisltmg 
packmg A new bullock ganj, which we have 
been huildmg, amved, finished all but pain 
mg, and fitted up as a bed, looked so com^ 
fortable, I more than half repented not rui^S 
the risk of gomg m it At half past t^^ 

p M , I accompanied L on horseback do 

to the Imes, and -we found the baggage, whic 
■was to have been ready at two, not yet stortet 
It was earned by thirty one camels^ seventy 
pack mules, thirty three bullock carts, vath 
numerable camp followers, and covered a Ion© 
Ime of road As soon as this tram was finr ^ 
m motion, the hatteiy marched off, a sccom 
Imc of ammumtion waggons, dravTi by bulloc s, 
bnngmg up the rear I accompamed them to 
their first halting place, distant only three 
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imlcs, on R perfectly fiat end licrnt-np plain, 
the distant liills alone preventing tlio landscape 
from l)Ding positively ngly. Hero vre fonnd the 
Dragoons, \vlio Lad been tbero sinco Ibo morn- 
ing, and vrboso v?luto tents looLcd pictnresque. 

1 stayed some time ndlL some people I Imen’, 
and envied mncL one lady, vrbo vras preparing 

to accompany ber bttsband. After L bad 

made all necessary arrangements, lio retnmed 
xdtb mo to Poona to dine, and finally left mo at 
balf-past t^oln tbo morning to join tbo batter}*, 
^lucb matched at three. Left thus desolate in 
a strange land, I did not Tvant for kind friends, 
.^bo 'wonld not allow mo to retnm to my soli- 
tary' borne, and undertook to see mo safe to 
Bombay, and help all my arrangements. 

Ttursday, Febniary 18. 

Major G- , Mr. T , my maid and I, 

with two native servants, left Poona at a quarter 
to six tins monung in two of the rattletraps, 
miscalled phaetons, and posted through to 
Khandalla, stopping for breakfast at 'Win-gaum, 
where the fore consisted of a spatchcock and on 
fee, inj ''imjahkremg procnr^die. AltTfikiiin- 
dalla we got into palkecs to descend tbo Ghaut, 
the scenery of which, by daylight, is magnifi- 
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cDntly wild The abrnpt f 

mountams, ruled m horizontal lines o 
stiata, evei7 available interstice covere 
thick underwood, rising one belund the 
in an endless succession of ranges, form a s 
of the most splendid news, changmg at c j 
turn of the* road, which, though good, is i 
steep, and dieadfully dusty from the contm«^« 
trains of bullock carts Aveiybttlewonldren 
it safe for a carnage, which would he a great co 

fort to travellers, instead of the present ncccss j 

of nsmg palkecs In my whole life I never iv 
so shaken , the jerking run of the hearers 
descendmg a steep inclmo is quite insuppo 
able ! It took two hours of this shaking 
reach Campoohe, and I felt half dead wit c 
baustion We were fortnnately provided ^ 
a httle sheny and soda water, which shg 
refreshed us, and we started at a quarter p>^® 
three, p m , m the tram for Bombay The r n 
load runs through a most picturesque va cy» 
^Ymdmg among the mountams, many of t 
crowned with masses of rock, which cloboy 
resemble towers and castles As wo ap 
proacbed the end of our journey, wo woum 
round the head of the bay, in manj places on 
a causewaj, so as to approach Bombaj 
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tho North ; anti hero we camo among every va- 
riety of palm, and other Tropical treo«J, growing 
in pictnrcsqnc gronps "by the water-side. The 
latter part of tho journey was very slow, from 
being delayed at every station hy tho chattering 
of the natives, and wo arrived at the Bycnlla 
Station in Bombay at seven. Here wo found 
difficulties about our further progress, the only 
vehicles of any description to bo had being two 
dilapidated hack buggies, in one of wliich my 
maid and I had to seat ourselves, whilst tho 
Tiild driver crouched at our feet, and, having 
escaped tho threatened danger of a loose wheel, 
wo arrived at the hospitable bungalow of tho 
kind "SV s, much in want of rest and refresh- 

ment. 


S.'iturday, Pebnuiiy 20 

t am much worried at the unsatisfactory 
letters I get, telUng me of the unsa/e state of 
the roads up from the coast to Belgaum, and 
that I cannot venture to travel without an 
escort ; hut my friendsVc most kind, and hope 
to find some one to go with mo before long. 

Tuesday, February 23 

An officer going to Belgaum has been found, 
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a fnoml of Major G ’s, who has 1^”®? "" 

(lortahcn tho caroof me, and wo arc *0®"" " 
Saltirday m tho Athnmilty jacht To day 
ivcnt on an ospcdilion to 6co Elcphnnta, c 
barlung from tho dockyard in tho pretty M 
Bteam yacht tlio “ Gnlanare," and after an » 
and a quarter’s dchghtfnl tmjet among 
hoantifnl scenery of tho Bay, passing Bntclier 
Island, n place of confinement for state pnso 
ers, where tho Eajah of Sattara is at presen , 
wo amvod off tho shores of tho lovely island o 
Blophanla, composed of a donhlc pomtod > 
covered with thick jungle, and dotted wi 
palms and other largo trees m profusion 
order to land, wo wore foiced to get into 
small gig of tho steamer, and when that cam 
aground, wo were transferred to chairs, eac 
earned by four men, who trotted through 
water and deposited ns safely on the shore, 
•wluch IS ^ere jfrmged -with mangrove bns 
gromng far out mto the 'water From 
Bhore you ascend an easy flight of stone s eps 
cut in the rocks, to about half way np the ha 
side, when you amvo at the platform at ® 
entrance of the prmcipal temple, the view fro® 
which is most enchontmg The temple i se 
consists of a number of chambers, all be'wn 
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out of the solitl rock, find divided by fluted 
pillars. In nlcbcs or elirines aro bas-reliefs of 
tbe principal idol or tbrec-hcadedDcity, attended 
by bis suboTfUnalo Bpirits, vrlio arc represented 
crovrded in tlio backgronnd in a very curious 
manner. The Sacred Elephant, adorned ■with 
red-paint, figures in Bcvcral places, but I did 
not see any bull. In one comer antiquaries 
have deciphered a date, I do not know what, 

• but it must bo ‘of great antiquity, far more 
ancient than that of tbe temples at Karlco j as 
there the turn of the arch is perfect, while at 
Elephanttt, though the carving is perfectly sharp 
and good, the pillars and doorways. aro covered 
by a straight pediment. The days close in so 
qiuckly, that the sun had nearly set when wo 
arrived at the great temple, and wo had scarcely 
time for one or two hurried sketches before it 
grew too dark to enjoy the beauty of the vie'ws. 
"We made our way along some tangled paths 
towards the hack of tho island, passing* two 
smaller cave^ temples, and the scenery on both 
sides was most lovely, and only made one regret 
not having more daylight in which to enjoy it. 

'I'fe-'enJoirfaeh on 'toe ^''Tjiflanaro'^' m toe 
same manner as -wo* had left her, and enjoyed 
our moonlight sail very much, as well as a little 
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impromptu feast that had been prepared for os 
' Fridny.JetaarySO 

In my early Tvalk I took a cup iu my ban » 
resoked to taste the fresh toddy which is no 
abundant. On arriving at a grove of palms, 
saw a man ascend one of them by means o 
rope passed round his body, against which 
leaned whilst climbing upwards with his ban s ^ 
and great toes. When he had attained tuo 
proper height he passed the rope under 1^' 
and sat upon it, and with a sharp kind of gh“' 
let made on incision just under the crown o 
the tree. Into this hole he very carefully in- 
serted a tube of bamboo, and put tbe other cm 
into a chatty or earthen pot, which ho hat 
brought up tied round liis waist, and fastened 
it hy a rope of plaited leaves firmly into i ® 
place. The man then descended from the tree, 
bringing with Inm a chatty which had got ^ 
witlPjnice during the night, and on my making 
signs, ho poured some out of^it mto my enp* 
It was frothy and white like milk, with a 
tore of sweet and sour in the taste, which I da 
not Uunk very nice. '\Mien it is allowed t> 
remain in the heat of tho sun it soon fc^cu ^ 
and in a few hours becomes an intoxicating 
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liqnor. The E^ncloo festival of the Hol’i is 
BOW IB course of cclehralion ; the Batives smear 
their garments and faces all over with red and 
yellow powder, and bo rcspectahle women are 
seen in the bazaars; indeed it is very disagree- 
able even for Europeans to walk about now, as. 
the manner of the natives is far from respectful, 
and my maid was much annoyed aud frightened 
by some of them, in the high road close to the 
bungalow. 


Saturday, February 27. 

1 bade adieu to my Wnd enteitainors at Mala- 
bar Hih, and joining Captain T- at tho 

Dockyard, we embarked on board the schooner 
“Charlotte," Indian Navy Yacht, of 180 tons, 
wliich had been kindly placed at my disposal. 
We sailed out of harbour at half-past two 
P.M., with a nice breeze fr'oin the N.W., 
but towards evening it died away. I had dis- 
charged all my native servants in Bomba^, as 

they were very bad ones, and Captain T 

kindly undertook all arrangements respecting 
food, (fcc., for the journey, and he had two ecr- 
vanta, in addition to my English maid, who were 
to cook for and wait upon us. 


K 
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Monday, March 1 

The time passes tediously, coasting Ifjzily 
along The outline of hiHs along the shor 
IS very pretty We passed near the 
of Malwan, on a rock overhangmg the s . 
about mid day, and towards sunset we hopea 
have seen the Vmgorla Rocks, but were Qisap 
pomted, and now look forward to anchonng i 
the night, and landing the first thing m 
morning, when we shall find palkees and ca 
winch have been ordered for onr conveyance 

Oh» how httle can wo short sighted mortals 
foresee what is in store for us 1 I spoke o 
landmg and my anticipated journey yesterday, 
little thinking that mstead I should ho com 
pelled to remam on hoard the “Charlo o, 
■mth a httle baby m my arms, whose sue ( c ^ 
arrival without the presence of Doctor ^ 
“l^rs Gamp” was most nncxpectcd 
God 18 very raercifal, and does not lay upon ^ 
more than we are able to hear, and I felt 
thankful that the event had not taken place i 
a dah bungalow on the road, my g^ca 
annoyance bemg the detention of my unfor ^ 

• nato escort, who stoutly dechned yielding to »e 
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messages I sent him to leave me to my fate, 
and proceed at once to Bclgaum. 

Tliursclay, March 4. 

The Lascar sailors, native servanls, &c., have 
been very anxious in their intiuiries about the 
infant, and hearing it ivas a hoy, pronounced the 
uiuvcrsol acha — ^vciy good, the only expression 
of approbation and affirmation, in tho meagre lan- 
guages of India. Among themselves, a girl is con- 
sidered rather an mcumhrance, whilst the birth 
of a boy is always hailed with joy. I received 
a visit in the evening from the wife of an officer 
at Vingorla, who, hearing of my predicament, 
come ^dly to offer her services. She gave an 
, alarming account of the state of tho road up to 
Belganm. Tho Sawunt •’Warreo, a tribe of 
robbers, are out, and liide in the jungle, from 
whence they fire at travellers, particularly from 
some thick portions of jungle ns you ascend 
the Ghaut, where two soldiers were lately 
wounded. An officer who started on the jour- 
ney yesterday took an escort of thirty soldiers, 
and refused to take charge of a lady and her 
children, who are waiting to go up. A company 
of the S6th Regiment, with other troops, have 
been sent against these robbers, who have been 

K 2 
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joined by some disaffected from the Portugo®^® 
settlement of Goaj but it is almost liope cs 
to expect to catch them '(vith regular troops 
The last time they weie out, it tool ten yea^ 
desultory ivarfare to disperse them' AH 
country people still profess to disbelieve entire y 
m the capture of Dehh, considenng it an m 
vention of ours to frighten them ’ 

Saturday, March C 

Captain T sent me this moromg a sort 

of large tassel, matlo of the flowers of the la^S® 
white jasmmo strung together, which the na 
tives hang over their doors and windows dunog 
festival time He had also ordered a 
of roses , but what arrived was a smaUi ’ 
green parcel, made out of a bit of a plantain ea * 
pmned together with a tliom "When opcne‘ t 
it contained one sweet, full blown rose, bo m 
gemously packed that, even m this flat parce , 
it Was not at all crushed, and was kept qn* ^ 
fresh and cool One day, before I nas ta cn 
ill, the master of tho schooner, who had hvof 
for some time next door to a Parsco familj , gave 
me a ennons account of tlicir proceedings, whe 
one of their family lies at the point of dcat » 
• As soon as tho unfortunate mdindnal is con 
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sidcrecl tn cx^rcmw, tbo boues of Iiis legs and 
anns arc brobcii bjlnsfncnds, v>lio then anomt 
the body all over T\ith cocoa nnt oil, and bring 
a dog into tho room If the animal hebs the 
body, it IS considered that Ins soul has gone to 
llca^ en , but if, on the conlniiy , tho dog turns 
away, each member of tho family admmisters a 
J icL to the (we will hope) now senseless corpse, 
and reviles it for its inckcdness in either case, 
the body is then consigned to the Tower of 
Silence, where tho last arrival occupies the 
centre of the gratmg, the former corpses being 
placed round the wall in a sitting posture, till 
they are picked to pieces by tho vultures, and 
fall through on the bones of tbcir predecessors 

Sunday, Slarcli 7 

Tins afternoon I was sufficiently well to be 
placed m a chair, and drawn up on deck through 
the slg-light of my cabin, and then laid on a 
mattrass to imbibe fresh strength from the 
balmy breeze, and enjoy the view of the pretty 
httlo bay of Ymgorla, where we have been an 
chored ever since I was taken ill The bills 
of red earth, mixed with rocks, and scantily 
covered with brushwood come down nearly to 
the water s edge, and arc dmded from it by a 
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beach of wliito sand, behind which winds a little 
river, through a grove of pnhn*trees, between 
whoso stems glimpses of bright green paddy 
fields may bo seen beyond. The background 
is formed of fino moimtiunB, among whoso 
passes tho road to Belgamn lies. There av® 
several pictnresgue native craft in tho bay, their 
raking masts ornamented with paper in honour 
of the HoVi Festival, wliich lasts many days ; 
and small canoes, with outriggers to prevent 
their capsizmg, are constantly scudding fro® 
ouo to the other. These canoes are made oi 
a single hollowed tree, for the bottom of the 
boat: the upper part projects over the sides* 
and is sewn to the lower with cocoa-nut fibre* 


The outriggers are two pieces of wood, stickia^ 
out on one side from the gunwale,- and con- 
nected together by a Ihiril piece, shaped like a 
miniature canoe : this apparatus floats on the 
water, and steadies ihe real canoe. I have 
received the kindest letter of sympathy fro® 
the General commanding at Belgaum, who ha® 
made every arrangement for my reception ; and 

by his accannt Sirs. P greatly exaggerated 

the dangers of the journey, and I hope to bo 
able to prosecute it witti safety. Luckily I a® 
not easily frightened. 
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ifonday, Jlarch 8. 

I ^'as brought on deck by tlircc o’clock to> 
day, and took a ekelch of Yingorla — tho birlli- 
place of my little son. All tho baggage 'svas 
sent on shore, except vrhat was indispensable 
for the night, and it was packed in carts ready 

to start at two in tho morning. Air. S , 

the Collector of Vingorla, camo on board, and 
kindly sent me a present of some of tho birds’ 
nests nsed for making sonp, which are fonnd in 
great masses on the Vingorla Bocks, at the 
entrance of the bay, and are a considerable 
article of trade! They are composed of masses 
of a land of gclalme mixed with feathers. 

Tuesday, Match 0. 

I was hoisted np on the deck and down into 
the boat, at half-past jive this morning, and 
from thence drawn np by a crane on tho 
wharf at Vingorla, with baby on my knee, 
who in this manner first touched terra finna ! 
The cavalcade for our journey consisted of my 
palkee and one for my maid, each with twelve 
bearers or hammals, five carts (which to-day 
had preceded us), four native servants on foot, 

Captiun TC mounted and armed, and a 

gviard of seven men of the 16th Native Infantry, 
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low slixul), called “bglit jungle,” and dotted 
■witli groups of BplontUd trees — tlio majestic 
mango, tlie india rubber, tlic wide spreading 
baman, and towering above them all, and also 
featbenng low to tbo ground in tUo joung 
spcclInen^, tlie graceful palm I used to com- 
plain of the sameness of tbo forest of palms at 
Bombay, where there arc few other trees,* but 
here, mmgled with so many other forms of 
•vegetation, they give a graceful and peculiarly 
ora?«tal character to the acene 
Amongst many plants qmte now to me I noticed 
the bamboo, the largest of the grasses, ■which 
waves in graceful feathers twentj to thirty feci 
high , and the sugar cane, some of whoso young 
shoots I sucked and found excellent Thoro were 
monybeautiful wild flowers also, and I generally 
had a large bouquet in my palkee The character 
of the scenery is totally different from that of 
the more northern Ghauts These lulls are no 
longer volcanic, with straight black strata of 
rocks, but composed of red earth, with boulders 
of sandstone rock crownmg their summits and 
stickmg out of their sides in picturesque dis 
order Most of the hills are partially clothed 
with low bushes, contrastmg well with the red 
earth , and every now and then j ou meet with 
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patches of tlio most Tnnd grocn that the ima? 
nation can concci\ o. It was a charming m 
mg ; there wero a fow clonds to sha o 
hnmmg snn, and the distant luUsucro soilene 
by a piirplo haze. We were earned to""® , 
mde OTor, commanded by an oldmnd.fo . 
amved at the travcUcr’s bungalow at Ba 
about eleven o’cloch. The butler had 
us by several hours to prepare brealifast, i - 
evoept just along tho great roads ““ 
Presidency, the bungalows consist only of ^ 
tlirco rooms, with bedsteads, chairs, and a > 
•with no one Uvmg m them, ond no accesso 
of a meal but what travellers themselves bring 
An officer of Her Majesty’s 33rd, o ^ 

to Captain T , hoA come over to see 

from the httle Fort of Sawunt Warree wlie 
he was quartered, witli few companioi^ sa ^ 
bears and tigers, and who, bemg more ad ic 
to the pleasures of society than to tho ^ 
sports of the field, is rejoicmg at the prospec ^ 
being soon relieved after a nme months ^ 

in these jungles And now I must reeor 
impression made upon my mmd by 
day’s journey through a more entirely In 
and less travelled country, than any I 
seen , it Mas one of astomshment that a mg 
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cmlized people like the English should so long 
have been nominal masters of a land like this, 
and yet done so very little towards its advance- 
ment. Herewc have tho richest soil abandoned 
to the luxnriousness of nature ; forests of mag- 
mficent timber and full of trees whoso fruit is 
good for food, find yet inlmbitcd only by the 
clietah and tho tiger, and a fierce tribe of men, 
almost equally savage. The land certainly 
seems to bear the curse of idolatry I If ever 
England comes forward boldly as the champion 
of her faith, then may wc hope to see civiliza- 
tion and religion advance band in hand, 
agriculture flourish, and the commercial riches 
of tins lovely country spread out to the world by 
• means of canal, road, and railroad ! There aro 
at present a good many Cbiistian converts at 
Vingoria, but they have no resident missionary. 

In the few villages through which wo passed 
to-day, there were a sort of maypoles, put up 
in front of the temples in honour of tho 
EoVi Festival, and at night the tom-toming 
and singing, or rather bowling, was quite 
terrific (so much so that the copporal of our 

guard awoke Captain T ), and the temple 

where these rites were going on was close to the 
bungalow ; notwithstanding which, and the 
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coiiglmig anil hookah-bubbling of 

tho \cranaah, aiul tho fihnll ery of the jack 

m tho forest, I slept tlio Bicep of tho tiretl- 

■Wcdiicsdiy, Jla«h 10 

Wo Tvcro callctl at two a.m. to send a^a) 
tho beds, as tho buUocks are so slow : ^ 

took tlurtcen hours to perform josterd J 
march of twenty miles' I was ve^ tin y> 
and wished for some water fiom a well ^ 
but as our own drmlang'vessels wore aU g 
on, nono of tho natives could be induced to i 
mo one of thens, as the toneb of a Clins i 
would have polluted it I Wo stai-ted a 
quarter to five, a picturesque cavalcado ^ 
torch-bearers, and our guard m bght marc i b 
order, which m this country means sans culo > 
or, at least, w-ith only the shght apology ^ 
those garments called pxjjamas^ a loose c o 
hangmg gracefully over the thigh. The ^ 
having put their knapsacks on our carts, ®P 
up very well for the first two horns, bnt a c 
that the palkec- bearers took to racing, and air 
ran away from the soldiers, who droppe nij 
tired and panlmg, long after ns Day 
over a fine expanse of hill and valley > ^ ° 
half an hour after our stait, and the roac aj 
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tlirongh a TiYild jiinglo, in parts vcrj’ tlucli, over 
steep hills, and across many lovely streams, 
hordered hy small green patches of paddy fields. 

1 had often longed to see the Inxnrinneo of 
tropical vegetation in tbo dense masses of a real 
jungle y and novr I must say that its heanty far 
surpassed my roost vivid imaginings. The 
variety of foliage, in colour of every shade, from 
brightest green to brilliant scarlet, the ’large 
size of many of the leaves, and the graceful 
pendant branches, connected by creepers and 
parasites, hanging from every^ spray, forming a 
tangled mass, uith sunbeams glinting through 
it ; these, and the splendid rrild flowers on 
every side, formed a scene olmoBt itnrcal in its 
beauty, though the roar of a chetah, close to 
our path, reminded one of the fierce inhabitants 
of these lovely bowers. I was sorry I did not 
see the’ereature, but we came across the trail of 
a huge hoa constrictor in the dusty road, nearly 
two feet wide ; and a short time ago one was hilled 
near here, measuring seventy-sis, feet Ion*’ 1 
Quantities of the silk-cotton trees grow by the 
roadside, with thmr ^lendid white flowers, 
which are collected by the people in heaps as 
they fall off. IVc passed long trains of carts 
and pach-bolloeks, laden with this and the more 
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profitable cotton from the small plant, on t 
way toVmgorla, slowly dawdhng along at a 
a mile and a haU an hour It « , 

note that the ox and the ass are the only be 
nsed by the natives for dranght in carts, 
horse bemg reserved for nobler , , 

Another splendid tree, bearmg enormous sea 
flowers, somethmg hie single eamehas, , 

my attention, &om its bemg the constant re 
of innumerable birds, who peck at the ow 
for the sake of a reservoir of honey which 1 1 

contain "We were serenaded on our march oy 

hulhul, almost the* only songster of India, who 
note very much resembles that of the 

We arrived at our destination, the Traveiie 
Bungalow at Baitsec, after a march of seven 
teen miles, at half past nine a m , hut as 
passed our carta on the road it was no 
before wo got any^broakfast, though wo uk n 
starve, haring brought a supply of bananas an 
biscuits in my palkcc Owing to my ignoran^ 
of the ways of the country, and consequent ocn ^ 
Bion of providmg proper travelhng equipage on 
meals are conducted m tl very primitive roaimc^ 
we haNc not a kmfe and fork apiece, and a 
obliged to resort to all sorts of cspedicnts, sue i 
as forks made of bamboo, <lc , and I regra 
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mnch not having in my bag a portablo ca‘?c of 
sxicli articles The tlanemg and hovrhng in the 
temples contmnetl again nil night, the noise 
being qmto fnglitfal, anti ivc conltl tlistingiush 
the contant repetition of one monotonons phrase, 
■alucli pnt one in mind of the pnests of Baal, 
■who cned, Oh, Baal, hear ns * " from morning 
till evening, thinlang they should bo heard for 
their mneh repetition It is cnnoiis how con- 
stantly one sees here illastralions of Scripture 
•marmers and customs — Onentahsms, which ono 
did not enter into or understand before Tor 
example, it appears certain from Bout svsm 
that the spot of coloured paint on the forehead 
or ear, common among Iho Hmdns, was used 
among the Jews m a similar manner, to denote 
ihslmclion of tnbo or caste 
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"Wo were called at half past one to have the 
carts packed, having despatched a serrant with 
provisions over night, to ensure our getting 
breakfast We started at five, and when day 
downed were approachmg the foot of the Ram 
Ghaut, the road ■winding through a thick jungle, 
till all further piogress seemed impeded by an 
aiuphithcatro of hiha closing round us The 
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explore the path'? leading into the heart of tlie 
jungle. There arc fevr cocoa-nut trees at this 
altUiulo, hut the vegetation is verj’ hcantiful, 
and game of all sorts ahotinds^ particularly tho 
great hhic-faccd raonhey, the jungle pheasant, 
and pigeon, hosidcs tigers, hoars, drc., in great 
variety. I found some sen'ants waiting hero 
for me, engaged by a friend at Belganm, who 
also kindly sent out a supply of bread, and the 
joyful news that relays of tattoos liatl been sent 
to meet my husband, who was expected to arrive 
in time to welcome mo on my entrance to 
Belganm. By l;real exertions our carts were 
got up tlio«Ghaut by ten p.m., so that wo wore 
ready to continne our jouraoy the next morning. 


Friday, SrarcU 12. 

I was called at tltrce this morning with *tUe 
information that the bullocks wore asleep, tlio 
servanta snoring, the sentries and bearers in 
the arms of Morpheus ; and, in short, that the 
whole party were so completely overcome by 
fatigue, that a morning’s journey vras impossible, 
and that we must moke up our minds to remain 
quiet till the afternoon. As for mo, I was 
asleep again almost before my head was laid 
on the pillow ; and the luxury of a long night 
. I, 



14G 


LIFE IN INDIA. 

was BO unexpectecl, that I awoke quite 
ftnd rested. After breakfast the bearers came 
to explain, that the extra amount of howWi,, 
they made coming up the liill yesterday, ™ 
an entreaty that the Sahibs would give the ^ 
a huckrcc, or sheep, to feast upon, as a rewar 
for their exertions. To this we agreed, tm 
they shortly returned, bringing the 
nhe Mem Sahib to see; and, stalking . 
room, came a very tall, long-legged old ® 
goat ! 'When he left my presence, he was km® 
and eaten on the spot; the consequence of wmc ^ 
■was, that, when at two o'clodk p.w. we pro 
posed to start, the grumblings al tbf heat wer 
great ; and when we were at last off, the . 
were so full and Bhortwinded, that they s 
down every half-mile: however, as the 
digested, the pace improved, and we got to 
rookawarree at seven in the evening, a distauc 
of eighteen miles. The road at* first wouu 
along a natural terrace on the Ghaut, from w ^ 
O the view was spiraidid; then, turning 
summit, we gradually passed into a broad up 
land valley, and finally emerged into the 
plain of the Southern Deccan. "We soon os 
sight of thick jungle, and came to scrub, in or 
spersed ^vith groups of magnificent trees, grea ) 
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rcseml)ling English pnric eccncrj’. In the dis- 
tance "were fine hills, miiuy of them cro\n\cd 
nilh rnined forts. 

The dust of tliis day’s jonmoy surpassed 
any tiling of tho sort I ever met ■with. Take 
the united dusts of Epsom and Ascot, and 
a windy day at Aldershot, and double tho mix- 
ture, and you may havo a faint idea of the at- 
mosphere one breathes on an Indian journey !' 
Tho gentlefolks of England, who at homo 
at ** ease,” have no idea of tho difficulties, 
many would say hardships, to be encountered 
on a journey into the interior. Owing to tho 
slowness bf the buWockB, yon are often days 
•without being able to get at your principal bag- 
gage ; and, till your serrants arrive, you havo 
no queans of washing and dressing, or even of 
getting a morsel of food, or a dri^ of water ; 
and the misery of continued broken rest and 
night journeys is not small. We handed over 
our ^ard at the Bam Ghaut to some traveUors 
going do-wn to Vingorla, who had, in addition, ^ 
eight men they hod’brought from Belgaum, and 
tho lady of the party oven then professed to be 
in a desperate fright. For the last three days 
we have frequently passed over large tracts of 
burnt jungle, cliiefly done, I believe, by our 

* • , L 2 
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soiaiers to facilitate the clearance of the robbers 
ont of these vrihls. ^ 

Saturday, 

^Ye tvere off at half-past fonr a.m-. ^ 
jonmeyetl through a veiy hare anff ugly P 
sixteen miles to Belgaum, ^ 

upon suddenly, like an oasis m tl.o o 
■witli its pretty camp embosomed m 
and, passing tbrongh n long stmggnug ^ 
town, finally attamed onr destination m 

fort, wbero wc found L awaiting . 

had arrived over night, having ridden * 
miles from Kolaporc in advance of his >n 
■\Vo found a eoraforlahlo Imngsilow prcp*i ^ 
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GH.\PTER Yl 

EX£CCT10N OF I»PLLS AT kOWrOttt — ARBIA tL OP 

BATTEttT — CAITIVE lUJAH >AWXD OP SHAMiai. — 

PICMC — ON Till. MARCH AOlIN — STORM — TLM BLOW'V 
DO^FN — VRRirAI. AT DUAUWAR 

L 'b battcrj was detained on tlio maicli for 

ftivcok at*Ivolapore, to assist m the execution 
of two native officers, who were comictcd m the 
outbreak at tbal station, and Bcntcnccd to bo 
blown away from gims He thus describes tbo 
scene — ♦ 

• The troops m tbo gamson were formed m a 
long Imo on the Parade, with the guns in ad 
Tanco of the centre, and the prisoners, unbound, 
standing anio^st Ibeir guard Their sentence 
was read in Ipnghsh at each end of the line , 
after winch the Brigadier Geneial Jacob, ad 
dressed the native regiments m a fine animated 
speech in their own longue The pnsoners e 
then quietly, and with perfect stoicism, walked 
up to the guns, one of them, an old Subahdar, 
tummg and salaammg to the gun as he passed 
Tlioy placed themselves with, then backs to the 
muzzles, and extended their arms, winch wcie 
looselj lied to the wheels They remained m 
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this position, whilst tho troops formcf^ ^ 
sides of n square ; then tho word was gi'cn 
“ malio ready” and tlio glimnier of tho po 
might he seen in tho growing dusk of the even 
iug. The moment of breathless suspense^ 
cut short by tho word— » Fircl’—a^ piih 
smoko — a discharge — and nothing remame , 

a few small black fragments on tho gronn » ^ 
smell of burflt desh polluting tho sweet cvcmn« 
breeze I The natives, to tho numbCt of 4,u 
or 5,000, hod assembled to witness the exec • 
tions ; but, unfortunately, they rather cons: 
being blown away as an honourable death, 
therefore tho moral effect 6f such on examp ^ 


One aay, on tlio lino of march, my hnshanJ 
observed a very small black imp seated on ^ 
gun-carriage ; and on inquiry, could only ^ 
from the men that it was Jingling Jack, 
that they had foujul liim : but by 
where he was found, remains a mystery. 

’ • begged to he allowed to 'keep him, and , 

and feed him like a dog. He speaks exce en 
English, and is very useful os on interpre c • 
He says he is twelve years old, and tha 
' name was Jungle Johnny, which has been c 
rupted as above. Perhaps we may be ab o ^ 
got a little instruction for him hei-e, and 'in 
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mean time h has filled liim onl in liJy 

clothes. 

« Suniby, Marc!i 1 1 

I was acliglitod lit ’being once more in clrarch, 
and tlio one in the fort is ft pretty little building, 
vatb Ulo duty oxtrcmclj ■ftcU done. There vrero 
two couples of native ChnsliauB ftsVed in mar- 
riage banns. I believe the Mission is in n 
more flourishing state than ul Po^a, and Sun- 
day is ceiTainly better observed. 

Tljursday, March 18 

L *B battery marched in this morumg, 

and 18 encamped* m .a grove, or tope, of 

• mangos about tvro miles off. Captain T 

tolls L — — that during our journey Ixom Vm- 
goila he -was several times under somo anxiety 
for our safety, (rrhich I give him credit for 
never sliomng to me,) and that ho would not, 
for any consideration, have had charge of a 
nervous lady. It was reported in Bclganm 
• that we had been murdered in the jungle ; and 
he was met with congratulations on Ins safe 
amval from his brother officers. It appears tbat 
we just got here m tame, for the Chief of the 
robber tnbes has since offered a reward for the 
head of everj Sahib tlial is brought to him 
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Friday, MarcJi 10. 

Kcports aro abroad of a field force being sen 
out, to punisb tbo turbulent Rajah of Jnni^ 
^Ybo 1 ms concealed quantities of arms, , 

tending to bo our firm friend. In tliis dis rac 
country' one never knows peace from 

Saturday, March 20. 

Heard no^iing further about the field 
Lnto in the evening arrived the news of 
Colin Campbell’s recapture of Lucknow, w i 
was sent round in a circular from bouse 


house. ,03 

. Tuesday, March -io- 

As the small-pox is raging amongst the 
natives in the bazaar, we have been 
have baby vaccinated, and tlie doctor a 
succeeded in . procuring a Parses child, W 
attended for the operation. It was not o le 
wise pretty, but bad the most splendid eyes 

ever beheld. In the evening L receive . 

note from the General, asking if he would & 
s rn a h bnngalow in our garden, now used as 
office, for the accommodation of a State Pp 
soner. Things are very properly kept as qm 
as possible, so we know not who he may 
but a field force, not from hero, but lo” 



THE &TVTF rBISO>FIt 


1j3 


Ivalud^liec, has gone out, proh iblj to catch the 
indiMdiial m question 

I nday, iturch -?0 

Tlio lurhuloiit Itajah of Jnmhundeo has gi^en 
himself up ■very quictlj to tlic troops sent 
against him, and am^cd here to duj to a^^alt 
his trial Ho is lodged, not in our Compound, 
hut in a room near the gate, uliicli has been 
fitted up for his accommodation ^"NYe saw lus 
camels and baggage aiTi\c, and a smart palUco 
for lus bttle daughter, who is to share his 
captmtj — poorcluld* A requisition is uou to 
be sent to all the ncighbourmg clucfs, to sur 
reader their remaining amis I rode, foi the 
first time, to the camp of the Royal iluiiUcr), 
charmingly situated m a mango tope, on a 
hill exposed to tho fresh sea breeze, ivluch, 
even at this distance from tlie coast, is most 
invigorating every cvemng Tho countiy- be 
j ond the camp is not unhke the general appear 
ance of the South Doims, uith quite gieen 
grass in some places, the first I have seen smee 
I left England "VYe called on the Collector and 
his ivife, ivho are just prepanng to set out on a 
tour in their districts, 'when, attended by a 
slroii" gpard., they enm^ ant. for. a. month or 
tuo at a tunc Tho ladj sketches, and her 
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liusbancl performs the iluties at a mogietra*® 
It must be an agreeable life for those on 
the beauties of nature. April 1. 

There has been early service ctciJ ® 
tliis (Passion) week, but to-day om j,. 

servants were suddenly seized with a vi , 
of devotion. The butler rushed off. to ehnj 
before brealillist was over, followed by ““i , 

and li 's servant, and they made n-re„ 

day of it. I do not know why ihs day 
thought 80 much of; if it had been o-m 
I shotdd not have been surprised. Wo rode 
the country this evening, and found the gras ^ 
the hills in some places good for riding on, 
others it is rotten and full of holes. Ec ^ “ 

by the camp, we met the camels bnngmo 
evening supply of hay for the horses, an _ 
ing to SCO ■what their action was liko, 
and I each got on one, and found tho 
particularly •uneasy, and it was extremely 
cult to hold on during tho triple motion 
by tho animal, in rising and kneeling 
First, a violent rear, and before you ha 
. covered that, an equally sudden kick, ^ 

by a gcucrol plunge, and tho camel was on 
legs ; and tho reverso of tlicso motions hai 
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bo gono tbiOHgb, Avbcn bo bnclt do\7n for you to 
dismoTmt. 

Satiirday, April 3. 

"We •vvcre mucb sbocbcd to-day by a guimor 
of Bombay ArtiUery commg to tlio bouso to say 

that one of Ii ’s men was lying murdered 

and stripped in tho fort ditch. Upon in- 
vestigation this proves not to bo the 'case, 
but it appears probable that tho poor man had 
stayed in the fort last night after gun fire, and 
knovnng the gate was shut, bad* tried to get 
over Ibe •wall, and took off bis clotbes for tho 
pnrpoao of swimming llio moat, bnt it is sup- 
posed that bo missed bis fooling in tbo darkness, 
and falling wilb bis bead on some rocks, got 
stunned, and consequently drowned. Poor 
fellow ! it is very sad, and he is the first loss 
from the little hand who left England eight 
months ago ‘. We rode round the outside of the 
fort to examine tho spot, and hurried home to 
escape a violent thunderstorm. 

Easter Alonday, April 5. 

. Several native Christians partook of the Holy 
Sacrament yesterday in our church ; the women 

* AYilVi llio escepliou ot tbe sergeant, who died on 
board ship 
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nil wore wliito Rarccs, and tho men took o8 
their turbans. Onr littlo baby was baptized - 
day at the fort cbnrcb, and at the same 
tlie little native Jingle Jack,” who 
serious and attentive, and now goes to scM ’ 
wbero ho takes pains, and is reckoned ijuiek. 

* Tliurstlay, Apnl 

The report is abroad that wo are to go ^ 
Ivalutlghee in a fortnight. Tlio Genera ve^ 

liincily Bent for L and proposed to 

for idm to go with the head-quarters of 
battery to Dharwar, as Kaludghee is a very ^ 
climate, and an undesirable place in 01““^ 
respects for a lady. This evening vre 
through the native town of Shiihpiir, abou 
miles from Belgaum, which is entirely Bur 
rounded by a thicket of bamboo, and you cu 
it by a mud gateway, while on the right is a mu 
fort containing a few small guns. The stree s o^ 
bazaars are curiously narrow, and in some pm 
the houses almost meet overhead. There is 
Jlission Church in it. Great part of the tovn 
is buUt completely in tho jimgle, and the 
ture of houses, trees, and gaily dressed nativ '» 
was very picturesque. The Nawab was awaj, 
otherwise we fel^ a great desire to call upon 
him, and see his tnenage, but wc were o f 
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tlus -wonld 1)0 pajdng him loo great a comgVi- 
raent, anil that ue ought to wait till he had 
called ^pou'us, which he frequently does to the 
Sahihs in Belganin. Onlside tho old rand fort 
lives an elephant, who we were infonned was 
lahonring under a periodical attack of insanity ; 
however, he appeared quiet cnongh to-day, and 
was amusing himself hy tossing hnndlcs of hay 
over his head. He was tied hy enormous 
heel-ropes to a tree, and near liim was an 
immense triumphal car, used in processions in 
honour of tho idols, and intended to ho drawn 
hy tho elephant, in his Incid intervals. It was 
cnriously carved with figures of uncouth mon- 
sters. Tiiis is the most entirely aboriginal 
town I have seen, and besides being amused 
ourselves, we caused no littlo wonder among tho 
natives, who followed us about in crowds. ^Ve 
left it hy another gate, and on looking back 
at a distance of twenty yards, not a sign of 
human habitation could be discovei-ed, so com- 
pletely is the place buried in the jungle. These 
thickets arc intended as a means of defence, 
and wonld be very effectual with sharpshooters 
belnnd them. There are very few detached 
villages in tliis part of the countiy, the inliabit- 
ants cluefly* living in these cntrencliecl cities, a 
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proof of the stnto of disquiet to which they 

accustomed. Sat„ajy, April 

Wo had determined ou undertaking a sport 
ing pic-nic, and so sent on our new tjavj ^ 
the servants and provisions ; and being o ^ 
selves called at three a.m., and joined by 
of our friends, proceeded on horsehack ac 
the plain, accompanied by a shikari, or mn ' 
and several heaters and torch-bcarerB, to a p ^ 
of the country whore game was said to be p e 
tiful. A tent awaited us in a shady place a o 
six miles off; but, previously to arriving tM ^ 
the gentlemen began t6 shoot as soon as i 
daylight. The ground was very pretty— a pi 
covered with long grass, and low brus yi® 
with occasional spots of cultivation, and m 
sected by deep nnllahs. Game Avas scar 
tlian "we liad been led to suppose ; but be ore ^ 
gre-w liot, some (juail, a snipe, a plover, a® 
brace of hares hod been shot. We fonu 
tent and oui’ servants under tbe shade of a 
banyan tree, whose branches afforded a h 
to innumerable birds and squirrels, and a fa^ 
of large green monkeys. One very fine ono,‘W 

L fired at, finding tho tree too hot 

him, after endeavouring to defend himsc 
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pelting ns ■with berries, bits of sticks, ^’C., ran 
out to the end of a long branch, and, springing 
to the ground, made good his retreat across 
the open to the nearest tree, imUanned. AYc 
breakfasted off the produce of the chase, and 
afterwards started to return to Bclgaum in 
ihaganj; but finding tlio road csccmblc, and 
clouds preventing the sun from bemg unplea- 
sant, ■wo got on our horses, and cantered liomo 
by tbico P.M. Tbc storms of thunder and 
• hgblning have been very violent for three 
ovemngs past. They always come on at the 
same hour ; and after recurring for Oirco nights, 
stop for ft few days, and then begin again. 
They are storms in anUcipation of the breaking 
of the monsoon. 


Tljursday, Apnl 22 

"We went on another shooting expedition on 
some WUs nearer to tho camp ; but probably for 
that Tcasou, there "was less sport than before. 
"Wo passed over many fields of the now npo 
cotton : it is contained in the pod of a small 
low plant, very different from the magnificent 
flower of the silk-cotton tree, which, from some 
diffi.CTilty in spinning it, little need. The 
weather is very hot and depressing. 
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Satiytlay, April 2 1. 

I went to see a curious oM J ain temple in tlm 
yard of the Commissariat, hut did not penetrate 
into the interior, ns it is used ns nn 'office, and 
the clerk was absent. In the afternoon, re- 
turning from a long ramble on horseback, in » 
the Kolapore direction, we were overtaken by 
a thunderstorm. The rain was very trifling; 
hut the lightning, though so distant that we 
scarcely heard any thunder, was blinding. One 
side of the heavens was illuminated by a con- 
tinued sheet of light ; whilst out of it, in two 
places, vicious zigzag lines of blue fire darted 
through the skies. 

Friday, April 30. 

It is settled that Captain F , U’itli a half- 

battery, are to go to Kolodghec, whilst li 

takes the head-quarters to Dharwar. To-day, 

L being busy in making arrangements, I 

was sitting in the mess tent, when we saw a 
large elephant coming along the road, covered 
with red and green trappings, with a necklace 
of small bells, and two large bells hanging at 
his sides. On inquiry wo fomid ho belonged 
to the Naw/ib of Shdlipur, and was going on a 
sporting expedition, being accompanied by men 
carrying boar-speara, dre. Permission was asked 
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and lio shook liinisolf free, anti, strango to say, 
did not luck ; but the poor fjary had to bo 
sent to bo patched np ready for ^iir start to- 
morrow. A very civil native came fom'ard ‘to 
our nssifitanco, and lent liis gdry to convoy na 
home. 

MoDflay, May 3. 

A busy day pacldng our goods, as wo carry 
all our fnmituro with us, nono being procurablo 
at Dharwar. The only apparent nso of the 
native sorvants is to put every thing into a 
state of hopeless coofnsion, by beginning to im- 
do all at once, and finishing nothing. Quito 
late, it was discovered that we had a cart too 
little ; and later stiU, that none had been sent 
for the Office-Sorgennte, &c., who were in our 

compound. L and I went to take an 

early dinner in the mess tent, and then drove 
to the Commissariat, to tiy and obtain more 
carriages. Matters grew worse at home as 
evening drew on, and it was beyond human 
power to get the servants to move. At last, 
quite exhausted, we lay down on the floor, with 
a cloak under our heads; but rest wa^ out of the 
question, between the assaults of mosquitoes, 
ants, and every spedlM of venomous insect, and 
tlje unceasing noise 'of the natives, who can 
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do uoUuEg xdtUout shouting. At eleven r.si. 
vre got up and endeavoured to make a start, 
bnt tho bnlUiek-drivei'a had to he stirred up with 
a hig stick to wake them; and so^ne, iiicluding 
the driver of ' my gary, had levanted alto- 
gctlier, and one pair of bullocks was missing. 
An amateur driver was found for my garij, in 
the person of one of the ghomiicallns ; and 
soon after twelve we got under weigh, hahy and 
I and the maid,* in the gnnj, winch Vras ac- 
compatued by Uio Treasure-tumbril and a 
guard of six men, and followed by my horse, 
and a mounted orderly who was to attend mo 

when I chose to ride. li and tho battery 

had preceded us by half an hour, and wo did 
not, of conrse, overtake -them, bnt floundered 
on tlirongh the mud at the pace of abont two 
nules an hour. A heavy thunderstorm in tho 
afternoon had rendered the roads very sticl^y ; 
so much so, that the kind old General sent to 
ask if we would not like to have the march 
, postponed ; but as the weather appears break- 
ing, and tho monsoon likely to set in, we thought 
it wiser to.raove wjiilst locomotion is possible. 

Tuesday, May 4. 

I remained in the garg ti^-ing to sleep till 
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Wo met \rith no mcrwKiy, though the sight of 
an English lady must have been an uncommon 
one ; though I think an Indian couple walldng 
through a country town in England would 
excite far more astonishment. There are two 
large tanka covered with water-fowl outside the 
city, and no less than four forts within a circle 
0^ two miles. We dined early, and fcaiing a 
recurrence of the storm had trenches dug all 
round the tents. 

Thursday, May 0. 

The storm broke with its accustomed Tiolence 
soon after we got to bed, the lightning was 
teiridc, and the rain was a deluge which soon 
overflowed the trenches, and poured in n stream 

through the tent. L had made up his mind, 

in consequence of the inclement weather, to 
push on at once to Dharwar,’ by a forced march 
of twenty miles, and the rcvezUe-waa ordered to 
be sounded at eleven p.m., but he got up to put 
it off till one a.m. in hopes of on improvement . 
Our light went out, and we were lying damp and 
sleepless, when a miserable voice. from ivitiiout 
was heard, craving admittance. It was that of 
my poor maid, upon whom the tent tmder which 
slio was sleeping had fallen, and, after narrowly 
escaping suffocation, she Imd crawled out from 
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on retaining jis as his guests till we can take 
possession of a hungalow in the Fort. The 
troops are quartered in new temporary barracks 
inside the fort j the horses aA to have stables 
in the inner ditch, but, till these are completed, 
they ore picketed in lines outside the east gate. 
This is the first field artillery that has ever been 
seen in this station, w4h the exception of 
a BuUock-battery from Madras, which passed 
through a short time ago; and we excite a great 
deal of attention from the natives, who assem- 
bled in vast numbers, and made our entry the 
occasion of a universal holiday, and many of 
the principal men walked roxmd in the evening 
and minutely inspected the horses and guns, 
probably magnifying the half-battery into an 
army ! 

Friday, ilay 1 . 

I was very tired, and L had an attack of 

low fever. "We drove late to a large tank, 
resembling a lake, which is the favourite even- 
ing resort of the fashionables of this small 
station. There seem to be n great many pretty 
roads in. every direction; shaded by rows of 
trees, and the compounds are largo enough to 
resemble English Parks, and the whole aspect 
of the country bears a delightful green, quite 
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refreshing to the eyo* Hospif^ality in this 
country, provided you have honsc-room, is a 
‘very easy affair. Here are ‘WC, occupying a 
Buito of four i^ms, h\it they aro furnished, 
nith tvro or three small exceptions, uith our 
ovn furniture ; n’o are Tvaited on by our own 
servants, ride our own horses, and interfere in 
no way with our hind and agreeable host, and 
the only expense we cause him, is the food wo 
consume, which, compared with the price of 
provisions in England, is very trilling. The 
“Quality” of the station, consisting of eighteen 
ladies, have been to call upon me, entailing an 
arduous duty on our host, as, according to 
Indian customs, the master of the house is ex- 
pected to meet every lady at the door of her 
carriage, and conduct her into the reception 
room. 
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. chapter' vh. 

A WEDDETO — SEWINO IN OP TUP ilONSOON — ^BUMOITRED 
OUTBREAK — PIEID POBCE OHOANIZED — SUBBIN JIABCn 
— anmBEn op jm. manson — bemonstuation — 
LADIEa OBBEREB 12JTO TUI PORT — MAIL BOUBIB — 
TAEINQ OP NUEOOOND — BETimy OP COLUMN TO 
DHABWAB. 

Tuesday, Jlay 11. 

Damp depressing weather continues to prevail, 
with frequent thunder-storms. Numbers of 
white ants are now flying about and casting off 
their wings. They resemble large light brown 
moths with double wings and arc veiy doafruc- 
tive. Another enemy to wood-work here is tlio 
carpentcr-bee, a beautiful insect, like a hmnble- 
T)ee in appearance, but three times as large, 
and of a brilliant dark-blue colour. They boro 
holes in the beams big enough to contain a 
pigeon’s egg. We see a good many fire-flies 
now in the ereniiig. They are a long brorni 
fly, and carry a double lauthom at the end of 
their tails. Two that got under my muslin 
dress caused a curious effect with their green 
light moving undemealh. The glow-worms arc 



^VEDDISG FEBTIMTIES 


171 


of enormous size. If you place one of them 
upon a bool, you can easily distmgmsli the 
vrords by the hgbt of lua lamp A company of 
74tli Higblandcts marcbed m to-day fxom*tbe 
jungle, •where they have been micampcd for 
months, keepmg up a sort of border war vnth 
the robber tribes ; the rcmaimng two compa- 
nies, who have been on the some service, aie 
expected m a few dajs. 

A TTeddmg took place to-day m the station, 
cansmg great excitement m so small a commu- 
mty. The ceremony, according to the usual 
custom in this country, took place at half-past 
seven in the morning, between which and tho 
dCjeuner at eleven there was n dreary mterval. 
Then the happy pair, ha-ving no distant place to 
go to, and the weather not bemg mvitmg for 
compmg ont, retired, after a weary day, to the 
gentleman s hungalow, where they wiU be ex- 
pected to shut themselves np for the ensmng 
week I smcerely pitied uU the parties concerned 
m the festivities There is an old cnppled beggai , 
who drives about this station m his oxvn carnage, 
drawn by a bullock, sohcitmg alms, which has a 
curious cSect to an European eye An anecdote 
ol Bir Charles Napier I heard to day, from an 
eye witness, is so clmiactenstic I cannot refram 
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from noting it doTvn. At the battle of Mceanee, 
an officer of Engineers, wlio had been doing 
good service, came np and^said, “ Sir Cliai'les, 
we have taken a standard/' The General looked 
at him, but made no reply, and, tmning roimd, 
began speaking to some one else, upon which, 
the En^necr, thinking he had not been hoard, 
repeated, “ Sir Charles, vfe have taken a 
standard.” Sir Charles turned sharp round 
upon him, with a thundering expletive, and 
said, “ — Then go and take another ! ” 

Tuesd-aj, ilfly 18. 

There is no disputing the fact of the monsoon 
having thoroughly set in, though earlier tliaii 
usual ; the teraperafuro seldom exceeds seventy- 
eight, and, when it docs not rain, tho climate 
would he very pleasant if it were not for Uto ox- 
cossivo damp, which (there being no means of 
(Irj'ing any thing) gels into tho whole house, so 
that crerj’ thing yon touch is wet. TJjo rides in 
the wild country among the hills near hero arc 
very pretty, specially in one direction, caUed 
tho Cbota Slahabalcshwnr, from soino fancied 
resomblanco to Hkj lulls of that name; and erc/y 
thing is now of tho most vivid green, which, con- 
trasting with the red froil, lias a \ery pleasing 
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efibct. Thero is a small and ^ory ancient 
Hindu temple on the top of a liigh lull, uhicli 
IS a conspicuous object from cverj' side. It is 
approached by a gateway, and a series of steps 

in the side of the lull. Mr. E , the Assistant- - 

Judge, took U3 orer tlio gaol tliis afternoon. 
There arc above 600 prisoners in it at present, 
many merely on lyispieion of disaffection ; and 
amongst these wc saw two fine-looking Sepoys, 
old pensioners of Government, who were caught 
dnUing recruits for Iho Hajah of Jnmkundec. 
There were a largo number of prisoners await- 
ing trial, for the most atrocious murders and 
other crimes, and two or three under sentenco 
of execution. A few suffer sohtary imprisonment 
for two years ; though it is not strictly sohtary, 
as they jvere allowed to see us, and also daily 
see the pereons biingmg their food. The cells 
contam blankets for the prisoners to he on, 
and open into clean auy yards for oxerciso, 
which are sections of a circle, commanded by 
a look out on a common centre. Each casto 
has a separate cookmg place. The prisoners 
are employed in weaving cloth, silk, and towel- 
ling, The gaol is encircled by high walls, with 
a guard of Sepoys, who keep sentry upon them, 
and call out the time every quartei of an hour 
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during the night. Outside there is a separate 
building for the debtors, enclosed by a yard 
with an open iron railing, like a dog-kennel, 
and the whole precincts are encircled by a thick 
hedge of the prickly pear, with two guarded 
gateways. Some time ago, two prisoner ma- 
naged to escape ; and, covering themselves witli 
their blankets, forced their w^^y (no easy matter) 
through the hedge j but they wore so wounded 
and injured by the thorns, that they were easily 
overtaken, after having run a mile or two. Wo 
witnessed to-day, in the course of our ride, the 
drillmg of a troop of Mahmtta Horse, belonging 
to Colonel Malcolm’s regiment. They 'vero 
wild, fantastic-looking creatures, dressed in 
every variety of colour and costmno (being in 
undress), and mounted upon mares, varj^ing in 
size and colour. They aro excellent soldiers, 
when commanded by Englishmen. Each trooper 
provides liis o^vn charger, and is accompanied 
on the march by a servant, with a tattoo, or 
pony, carrying all lie requires j so that, being 
■unencumbered •u'itir baggage, they can perfonn 
the most astonishing marches, and move with 
a rapidity impossible to regular troops. 
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Monilaj-, Ma\ 2 i 

A Eoyal salntc yas fiied at dajlDrca\ in 
liODOTir of Her Majesty s liiitliday No patado 
took place, as tho troops have no fall tlrcss 
"We 'went out to return some visits, in tlio gar>{ 
Aiavni ky a pair of knUocks, \?lncU v?e liavc 
hired , and after narrowly escaping n capsize at 
the traverse near, the fort gate, tho bnlloclvs 
suddenly set off at full gallop, mshod round a 
comer into a strango compound, and, tfirowing 
the driver from lus sent, continued their head 
long course down a hill, spreading devastation 
among the young trees of a plantation , and wo 
fully expected a smash and an overturn But 
no ! the wdful crettores stopped ns suddenly 
as they set off, and we discovered that they had 
no stnug through their noses (which is tho 
■usual way of guidmg these animals), and the 
only wonder was, that "we escaped so well Re 
turning from our ndo this evening we were 
annoyed as we were passing the back of tbe . 
'Village by a dreadful smell proceeding from 
tho carcases of dead animals thro'wn out to be 
devoured by the wolves and jackals, and pre 
sently wo came to a ghastly fence thrown across 
the road, consisting of skeletons and bones I 
Such nuisances, which are common m tbe 
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environs of every village, ought, of course, not 
to be allowed in a climate like this, tending as 
they must do, to spread disease. 

Tuesday, May 25. 

We had just left the fort on our evening’s 
ride, when we were overtaken by one of the sub- 
altern officers, who was sent to tell L that 

news had arrived of an outbreak somewhere to 
the south, where a treasury has been looted, 
and the rebels are supposed to be in possession 
of the fort of Pummel. In consequence, an 
order has arrived for two guns Royal Artillery, 
two companies 74th Highlanders, and one com- 
pany 28th N. I. to be in reAdinesa to start at a 
moment’s notice. This is startling news, and 

what adds to my anxiety is, that 1/ has 

been suffering severely lately from intermittent 
fever and ague, and is by no means in a fit 
state of health to take the field, and the whole 
anxiety and trouble will foil on him, ns lie will 
command the expedition. One gun R.A. and 
one company 74th aro to be left to garrison 
this place ! The worst part of tbo expedition 
is that it will bo all across the Black Plain, 
whore there are no made roads, and after rain 
the soil is popularly supposed to bo.impnssablo, 
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Ro that the question vrill ho, how the troops arc 
to return. Our Commanflanl here, says that it 
will bo hnpossiblo ■without dismounting tho 
guns; however, we have now had n break of 
Bon^ days in tho monsoon, and wo must only 
hope the fine weather may last long enough to 
chastise tho rebels, who it is not likely wll 
wail to bo shot at, and as they ore not troubled 
with baggage and a commissariat, tlioy can 
easily make themselves ecarce. 

k 

Wednesday, May 20 

Uo fresh news this morning from head- 
quarters at Bolgaum, but wo havo reason to 
suppose that thero has been somo osaggoration 
in the accounts that havo reached us, and that 
the disturbances havo been cliiefly caused by 
tho forcible canying out of tho Disarming Act, 
which is extremely distasteful to tho natives, 
who consider their arms as heirlooms, and hand 
them down from generation to generation. In 
the evening onr peace of mind was disturbed by 
a telegram from the General, which was re- 
peated before it coald be answered, requiring to 
know the exact available number of Europeans 
in garrison here. "The whole ot this eoutliera 
Mahratta country is ripe for rebellion, and is 
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only kept from breaking out, by our large force ; 
and the natives are very likely to be trouble- 
some during the bad weatlier, yvhen they can 
move 60 much more easily than we can. 

Thursday, May $7. 

The order arrived to countermand the march 
for the present and to send the hacheries 
(carts) away. The great difficulty of moving 
troops quicUy in this country, consists in there 
being no^organized means of transport, so that 
when carts are wanted to carry baggage, they 
are “pressed” in the nearest village, and placed 
under a guard till they are wanted, to the not 
unnatural discontent of their owners ; and the 
carts are so small, that the diflSculty of pro- 
curing a sufficiency of them, is veiy great. On 
the present occasion, though the fort was 
crowded with the number that had been col- 
lected, yet there was not nearly enough, and 
when once the carriage necessoiy for the soldiers 
is collected, no regard is paid to tJie convenienco 
of tho officers, bo that '^hackeries arc scarce, their 
baggage is sometimes left behind. Tins lately 
happened on a march from one station to 

another of tho 74th Highlanders. L was 

better to-day, though still woaJc. In t}?e 
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afternoon wc drove to tlie foot of a hill crovmcd 
hy an old mosqne, ■which I "wished to shetch. 
l^ear the mosque was a small Hindoo temple, 
and as there was no one present, I stepped in to 
exaipine the idol. It was a shapeless mass 
of black marble, placed on ‘an altar strewed 
■with fresh flowers, which were also scattered in 
little niches at the sides. The building was a 
plinn square, of cut stone, with no opening but 
the door. It was surmounted hy a simple 
comice, and at each comer there was a* statue of 

a Brahmin bull. Colonel M came to see 

us on our return, to tell us that Bim Bao, the 
leading man in the late disturbances, has 
escaped from the police, and taken refuge "with 
the Rajah of Nurgooud, a hill fort about thirty 
miles from here. This Rajah, whose staunch- 
ness has been for some time suspected, sent to- 
day to the CoUeetoT here, saying the people about 
him were in a very unsettled state, and that he 
wished to have arms given hack to him. The 
answer he received was, that if necessary some 
English troops should be sent to his assistance, 
hnt no arms trusted to his keeping. It is 
thought likely that he will throw off the mask ; 
and besides onr little force here, a siege-train 
from Belgaum is ordered to be in readiness. 

N 2 
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Friday, May 28. 

The haclccrics were again collecteil in tho 
fort to-clay ready for any emergency. No 

news stirring, but as Col. M was spending 

a quiet evening with ns, he was sent for by an 
urgent message from tlie Collector. 

Saturday, May 29. 

I went out alone sketching as usual this 

morning, L being busy on military duties'. 

I proceeded round the outside of the fort to a 
view I wished to draw, and when I had com- 
pleted my sketch, was returning home quietly 

when I met L , who had been seai'ching 

every where for me, fceing quite frightened at my 
absence, as the accounts from the districts are 
very alarming, the whole country appearing 
ripe for mischief ; and an order is issued forbid- 
ding any soldier to leave the fort, which is being 
provisioned in case’of » siege, and there are 
rumours of bricking up the south-west gate, 
which is tlie weak point. It appears that the 
Rajah of Nurgoond has thrown off the mask, 
and is prepared to defend himself in his strong 
fort, which is situated on a pinnacle of an 
isolated rocky liill, riring perpendicularly out of 
tho Black Plain. Hio Nizam’s northern frontier 
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is also disturbed, and a force lias been sent 
there from Poona, and i\o hear that the Chiol’s 
arc ■worshipping their guns, a sign with them of 
■ptepatation for war. About two o’clock tlio 
Brigade major came to say that, in ohcdicnco to , 
a telegram from the General, the Field force 
■was to he prepared to move in an hour after 
the receipt of a second message. They arc to 
he joined by Colonel Malcolm and 200 Mahratta 
Horse, and to rendezvous at a place called Noul- 
goond, twelve miles from Nurgoond, the natiio 
magistrate of -ahich has wntten for assistance. 
The movements of the force are to depend on 
the advice of Colonel Jacob, the pnncipal 
Pohtical here, and Mr. Mafison (who bo cleverly 
captured the chief of Jumknndco), both of whom 
are near the disturbed distncts Accordingly w o 

packed up L s comp necessaries, got some 

dinner cooked, and sat waiting At last, at six 
o’clock, we got on our horses and cantered off 

to Colonel M ’s. Who said tlio troops would 

not now be sent till mommg, so we returned to 
dinner and bed, fully expectmg every moment 
to he aroused, * 

Tnmty Sunday, May 30 

The night passed off quietly The mommg 
orders confined the soldiers to barracks, hut 
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L — r- decided on going to cliurcli liimBelf, 
leaving word to bo sent for if wanted. On our 
drive to church we wore met by a messenger 

from Colonel M , with’ a note containing 

these words, “Pull off your boots, and hang'up 
your sword, for the expedition is postponed,” 
80 we proceeded on our way, and went through 
the sacred services of the day with comfort, 
though a shade of anxiety was caused by the 
Collector being sent for in the middle of the 
service. 

We were sitting quietly at home at four 
o’clock, thinking all disturbance over for this 
day at least, when a messenger arrived from the 
.brigade-major with the order for an immediate 
turn out, and the force to march t« an hour! 
Expresses and telegrams have arrived, saying 
that the country is up in every direction, and evil 
rumours are afloat in Belgaum. It was lucky 
that the time was so short ; I had none to waste 
on selfish repinings. My husband's packing had 
to be completed, and a hurried dinner got ready 
for him, and then I mounted my horse to go as 
far with hiih as was considered prudent. The 
troops assembled outside the east gate, and 
suffered some delay from two accidents at 
starting, the fall of a gun horse in the gateway, 
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aud the pole of a store cart being broken bj 
refractory buUocl s The hllle force consisted 
of one 9 pounder gun, and one 24-pounder 
howitzer, Royal ArtifTry, two companies 7 1th 
Higlilanders, and one company 28th Illative 
Infantry They are to marclj fifteen miles, 
and enter into communication vrith Colonel 
IMalcolm, ^sho will join them with Ins Mahrjitta 
Horse , and the object of the evpeditioa is to bo 
the chastisement of the chief of Nnrgoond An 
immense crowd of natneswero assembled to sec 
the, parade of the tinj force, and the chcenng 
of, and fraternization with their on,n regiment of 
N I , was rather more than T.as pleasant to see 
"We were thronged on all sides on the march 
through the bazaar, and \ could catch remarks 
about the “ Mem Sahih, who they evidently 
beheved was going to imitate the Ranee of 
Jhansi, and lead the troops mto battle! I 
could almost have wished it had been so, for to 
be parted now, and left behind with actual war 
at our very gates, is mdeed most dreadful 
The sun was setting, when about four miles from 
Dhansar, I was sent back to my solitary home, 

under the care of Mr G , every one is very 

kind to me Colonel M looked m as Ife 

said “ to speak a word of comfort, and a neigh 
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bour, Mrs. L , stepped over to see I vras 

not lonely, as baby being asleep, I sat with my 
new companion Toby,” who deserves a few 
words to himself. He* is a large dog, I am 
afraid I must own of pie descent, in appearaDce 
something between a greybonnd and a terrier, 
boasting neither ears nor tail, but with a gentle 
face, and largo loving eyes, and* he is an 
excellent guard. He belonged to one of the 
poor officers of the 27th Bombay N.I. who 
were murdered at Kolapore last year, and when 
my husband’s battery marched through that 
place he attached h^self to the officers, and 
has been the mess dog ever since. On the 
Battery taking the field, he has been left as my 
protector, and has been tied np in my house 
for several days to accustom him to it, and 
to-night,, though evidently disconsolate for the 
loss of his friends, he seems to consider mo as 
his peculiar care, and follows me about every 
where. 

* Sloniay, May SI. 

I could not help passing a nearly sleepless 
night, and fancying I beard guns and sinister 
noises. On going in tlio morning into a friend’s 
Mouse, I saw at once that something was amiss, 
though they were kindly striving to hide it from 
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me. On explaining tlmt it was far rporo for 
my peace to 1)C kept openly an fait of the worst, 
tliau to bo left in ignorance and the prey of tlio 
phantoms of my own imagination, I was told of 
the dieadfol mnrdcr of poor Mr. Manson, tho 
political agent, on Satnrday 3)ight. Ho left 
Belganm a few days ago with fifty sowars, 
thinking by his presence to qniet the disturbed 
districts, and prevent an outbreak. On the 
evening of the 29th he reached Eamdroog, a 
fort belon^g to a brother of tho Nurgoonjl 
chief, but whoso policy Bccms to bo more 
favourable to us at least for tbo present, and 
ho endeavoured to dissuade Mr. Manson from 
venturing into tho territory of Nurgoond, which 
lie averred was in open rebellion. The \m- 
happy gentleman, brave almost to rashness, and 
still counting on bis former intimacy with tho 
treacherous Mahratta, would not bo turned 
horn his purpose, but pushed on late in the 
evening to a village half-way between the two 
places. His palanquin was placed in a temple, 
juid he went to sleep, fonr or five sowars 
keeping guard round him, and the rest re- 
maining ontsida. Hern in the dead of ulght, he 
was surrounded by the rebels from l^Urgoontl, 
in number about 800, under llicir Rajab in 



18G 


LIFE IN INEIA. 


person, .vrlio ■with his own hand consummated 
the dreadful deed, ■whilst the escort, who fought 
bravely, 'W^ere cut to pieces and overwhelmed. 

This sad intelligence was conveyed to the 
Collector of Dharwar by a letter from Kamdrobg' 

himself. The Collector, Mr. 0 , and his' 

wife,* were staying as guests with the Nurgoond 
monster not two months since, and*but a week 

ago he himself wrote to Mr. 0 , as I 

mentioned, begging for arms and aid. I had a 

qhcciy note* from L , sent in by a Coolie. 

Their first night’s march was vorj’ prosperous, 
and they hoped to effect a junction ■with Colonel 
Malcolm this afteipoon, and then, I suppose, 
they ■will have to wait the arrival of the siege 
train, -^ch (alas for indecision and rod tape!) 
has not yet left Belgaum, when every moment 
is BO precious, as, if the fiife weather fails, and 
the hea'vy guns axo overiatren by rain in the 
Black Plain, they will be worse than useless. 

A little demonstration ■was got up hero this 
afternoon, to show the natives wo had still some 
English soldiere left. Tbo few remaining Uigll- 
landers, accompanied by the ove miserable ^n, 
sallied forth by the cast gate of the fort and 
marched' in at the other, before which the 28lh 
N.I. were parading. Tlierc had been an idea of 
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dragging out one of the t\\o howitzers be- 
longing to the fort, but there was neither horses 
nor harness for it. I think it was questionable 
whether the whole affair was not rather a display 
of Our weakness. The gunners and drivers left 
here (amounting to twelve in all) now patrol 
nightly, whilst the gentlemen ride in a body 
about thc?^ cantonment, at uncertain hours 
during the night. Two carts, laden with the 
carcases of two magnificent tigers, were brought 
for me to see to-day. They had boon shot by 
our doctor, early yesterday morning, a singular 
piece of luck for the first attempt at such game. 
He did not return tiU late last evening, when 
lie found that a different of sport was to 
he pursued, and after a few hours rest ho, with 
onecompamon, galloped their tired horses after 
the tioops, a by no means safe or agreeable 
ride,^hough happily accomphshed without in- 
terruption. ^ 

Tuesday, June 1 

I read another mystery on the face of a 
friend this mommg, which on bemg explained 
related to a despatch from Colonel Malcolm, 
announcmg his mtention of engaging the enemy 
* to-day, whose force amounts to about 3,000, 
whilst our httle Hand scarce numbers 300 I 
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heard distinctly tho booming oT cannon at 
iutcirals during the afternoon, and tho anxiety 
and suspense Tvere Tcry hard to bear. Fortu- 
nately I had plenty on my hands, in looldng 
after my late maid, who, poor thing, was obliged 
to leave me a fortnight ago, and was established ‘ 
with her husband in a little bouse near ours. 
This morning she was taken ill, and brought 
forth a little son. I have engaged a Fortu- 
guese Ayah for myself, but my greatest comfort 
in tho house is in old James, our soldier ser- 
vant, who is left to look after mo, and with 
whom I feel sure baby is safe. 

This evening I rode with Mr. G to the top 

of a high roclqr hill, from whence we could see* 
Nurgoond looming black and murky out of the 
plain. Heavy clouds were gathering, and occa- 
sional flashes of lightning promised a renewal of 
the monsoon. Oh, how I longed to know what 
was doing at that distant hill ! I received a little ^ 

scrap in pencil from I, without date, but 

evidently written yesterday, saying he was just 
going to join Colonel Malcolm. By the wish of 
our good Commandant I went to-day to offerwhat ‘ 
accommodation I could to a lady in the canton- 
ment, whose brother being away was with her 
sister left alone,* and as Colonel M did not 
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think it altogether quite safe outside the fort, 
it was arranged that one sister should como to 
sleep in my house, and the other and her 
children in another hnngalow in the fort, till 
things look a httlo hnghter My guest did not 
' arriTO till qintc late in the evening, and, to save 
appearances with the Kativcs, she and her sister 
have agreed to go out and Uve during the day 
IE their own house 

Wednesday, June 2 

After a httlo sleep, I awoke to the con 
Bciousncss of anxiety and suspense Toby 
growled and barked dnrmg most of the night , 
hut I am losing tiic thought of personal fear, 
m overwhelmmg anxiety for those in the field 

A letter from Captam T , who has jemed 

the force, came m to day, descnbing Colonel 
Malcolm, with his Horse, having attacked a 
body of the enemy which had salhed out of the 
fort, and driven them back with the loss of fifty 
men , a few were wounded, but none killed on 
our Bide Colonel Malcolm s horse received a 
sabre cut Tbe Artillery were not engaged m 

this action , but at the moment Captain T 

wrote, they were finng into and endeavouring 
to clear the town These were the gnus I 
hoard yesterday Thank God 1 no had news , 
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but ono (\oca so pino anfl iliirst for particulars. 
I go orery day to sco tlio sick men in tlic hos- 
pital, to tell them ■what nows I hear, which is’ 
always received ■with extreme interest. A com- 
pany of 20th Native Infantry^ from Belganm 
came in this morning, and are to go on in the 
evening ■with the whole remaining men of the 
74th !ffighlanders, who nro to bo replaced here by; 
• two compam'es of Her Majesty’s dCth, ospedted 
to-night ; and, in the intervening hour.s, both the 
fort gates are to be guarded by our twelve gun- 
ners, it not being thought advisable to entrust 
thorn to the Sepoys. Considering the state of 
the public mind, what appears to me a foolish 
thing is being done here now j i. e., the counting 
the money in the Treasury, which happens to 
be unusually full. Two olBcers, witli native 
clerks, /ire employed in tliis duty, and yester- 
day counted rupees to the amount of 150,000 /. ; 
and there will, perhaps, he as much more to- 
day, while Sepoy sentries look in -with greedy . 
eyes at the piles of silver on the floor. Kind 

Colonel M came to tell me the evening 

news; which was, the establishment of our 
troops in the town of Nnigoond, situated at the 
foot of the hill, where it hi supposed they will 
•remain quietly blocking up the rebels in tlie 
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fort till tUe ntrival of tlic- tardy siege-train. 
There is good newB from a Madras column, 
T^-ho liavo taljcn the fort of Copal, and killed 
Bim Bao, ■who had fled thither from Nurgoond. 

It is hoped this may frighten the Rajah of tho 
latter place, and shorten the business. Go- 
Temmcnt offers a reward of 10,000 mpecs for 
his capture. It appears that ho was impelled 
to .the homd murder of poor Mr. jManson hy 
revenge for the latter’s capture of lus dearest 
friend, Jumkondee ; and it is also said, that tho 
Ranee of Nurgoond is, in a great measure, at 
the bottom of the rebellion. They have no 
children, and our Govemmont have refused to 
Sanction the ^labratla cukom of the adoption 
of an heir to the throne, which, in the event of 
the Rajah's death, .gives the regency and su- 
preme authority to his ■widow ; but now, leaving 
no successor, his Jltaghirc will lapse to our rule, 
and the Ranee’s power be at an end. 

The Madras Post was stopped this morning 
about foviT miles from tins station, and the con- 
tents of the hag torn up, and scattered to the 
■^nds. Some of tlie alarmists try to frighten me 
about my daily rides, to which I look forward as 

my greatest refreshment; but Colonel M 

supports me in my opinion that there is no danger 
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on horseback. Tiiia evening we redo to a liill 
surmounted by a Hindoo temple, from whence 
we had a fine view over the plain ; and I never 
saw Nurgoond stand out so distinctly, — oven 
the very scarpinga of the rock could be dis- 
tinguished. • It thundered a good deal this 
evening; and late, just after the departure.of 
the Highlanders, two companies of Her Ma-- 
jesty’s 6Gth marched in, every lady in the sta- 
tion sending her gavj to bring in the foot-- 
sore men, who had marched from Belgaum in 
three days. 

■ "Wednesday, J^e 3. 

A few lines arrived from L just as I was 

going out this monSng, saying they were in 
possession of the town of Nurgoond, but had 
expended nearly all their ammunition, and . 
there is none here to send them, except the littlo 

belonging to Mr. G ’s one gun, which will 

be despatched this evening. God was veiy_ 
merciful to my dear hashand, who had a most 
narrow escape. Galloping through the town 
at the head of his men, he heard a tremendous 
explosion behind him; and, looking back, be- 
hold the leading gun, men, and horses, blown 
into the air, by tlie explosion of a train of gun- 
powder. The two drivers were badly wounded, 
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t^TO liOTScs MUcd on tlic spot, anti tlio others so 

irnich hnrnt that they cannot survive. L 

v>TOto on a scrap of paper, (none of tlic 
haggago having corao np,) and the men had 
been vrithout food for twenty-four hours. On 
my return from my morning ride, Colonel 

M looked in, to say a despatch from Colonel 

Malcolm, dated three hours later than my 
note, had arrived, saying, that tho enemy had 
•evacnated the IJort, and ■were in fall flight, and 
that ho and the Artillery were off in pursuit. 
The escape of the Rebels is unfortunate, but I 
hope a good many mil be caught : somehow or 
other, this is tho way things’ are always managed 
in this country. If the whole of our forco had 
been despatched in time, it could not have hap- 
•peued. There is reason to believe the Chief has 
gone towards Kopal, not knowing it had been 
taken, in which case wo may hope to catch him. 
It is not known what has become of the Ranee, 
but in part of the palace was found a quantity 
of sandal-wood prepared for a funeral pile : how- 
ever, I suppose she preferred the chance of a 
lengthened life, even in obscurity. A pro- 
clamation, taking possession of the territories 
of Nurgoond in the Queen’s name, is being 
prepared, to be published all over the country. 
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A bAttorj' of Boinljfty Ariillcrj* marched into 
Dhnr%var to-day, en route to the scene of action ; 
but being too late, they will now bo detained 
till further accounts arrive. Onr excellent' 
Chaplain gives evening ecrviccs on Wednesdoys 
and Fridays ; and to-night, in his sermon, ho 
alluded to the present times of peril, impressing 
tho duty of submission to, and unbounded trust 
in, an All-merciful Providenco. 


Friday, Jane 4. 

Mr. G and I rodo out this raoming to 

meet the long-cspectcd siege train, dragging its 
lazy length along tho road. Such miles of carts 
for the materiel belonging only to six heavy guns, 
give some idea of the carriage required for a 
siege. The siege train was accompanied by, 
another company, 5Gth, under our old friend 

Captain T . Our Fort is now over foil, and 

some of the troops will have to go back again to 
Belgaum before the field force returns, but I 
fancy tho^ heavy gnns will be left here. Letters 
arrived from my husband, telling me of their 
start towards Kopal ; it is probable that, finding 
it taken and Bim Eao sl^, they may soon come 
in, if all remains quiet. The story of the short 
campaign is simply this. As soon as the little 
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force from frerc joined Colonel Malcolm anil liis 
150 Malinvtta Horse, a reconnaissance was made, 
and tfrey eat down in a camp about five miles 
from Nurgoond. A party of about 2,000 of tbo 
rebels, beaded by tbc Rajnb, Rallied out from 
the Fort on the ^emoon of Tuesday, Juno 1st, 
and Colonel Malcolm dashed at them with liis 
flying horse, cutting up about forty ; and by the 
time the Artillery and 74th came up, the rest 
had retreated into the town. Skirmisbers wero 
thrown out, and the guns opened fire, and, 
gradually advancing, drove the enemy to evacu- 
ate the town and to take refuge in the Fort. It 
is a large place, and by the time our troops took 
possession they had only eight rounds of ammu- 
nition left. The practice of the two little guns 
•was heautiful, searching every comer; and, 
excepting the sufferers from the explosion, no 
casualties occurred on our side, though the 
enemy’s musketry rattled pretty freely between 
the intervals, and one or two great guns from 
the Fort boomed overhead. The . principal 
Brahmins had taken refuge in a large temple, 
into the midst of which the howitzer dropped 
three shells in succession. Thirteen dead 
Brahmins were afterwards found in this temple, 
and the rest, finding the place too hot to hold 
o 2 6 
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tlicm, flcd^ritli great precipitation. TIio haril- 
tlar of tho temple, or chief priest, eitlicr afraid 
of tho consequences of his implication in tho 
rebellion, or else unable to endure tho desecra- 
tion to which his holiest places would bo ex- 
posed, drowned himself in a tank close to tho 
palace. Tho town being ours, Colonel ifalcohn 
Bdnt for the baggage, under a party of High- 
landers, to como in from tho camp ; but by a 
suspicious mistake tlioy were fired upon in tho 
dark by tho Sepoys of tho 28th N.I., and re- 
turned to their camp to await daylight. , 

At soren o’clock on the following morning, 
tho 2nd June, tho storming party proceeded to 
ascend the steep and rugged pathway leading 
from tho town to tho principal entrance of the 
Fort, consisting of two gateways (one n verj’ 
strong one lined with iron), which were pro- 
posed to bo blown open by powder bags, ad- 
justed by Lieutenant White, Bombay Engineers, 
and Lieutenant Bum, Royal Artillery, who had 
Volunteered for the duty. Happily it was not 
required of them. Tliey approached unmolested. 
Not a shot was fired, or man seen, until they were 
within a few yards of the gate, when a single 
head peeped OTer, who was instantly saluted 
by a couple of rifles, though without effect, and 
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lio tlien commenced tlirowing stones on his 
assailants. A iOfrar now stepped fon\nrd, 
oCfcring to scale the wall, and in an instant lie 
had climbed to the top, and, unbarring the 
gate, admitted our advancing party to an empty 
Eort, containing only a few firightened natives of 
no rank, three of whom were seized with such a 
panic that, not listening to the assurances of 
• OUT troops that they would he spaied if they 
surrendered, they jumped over the precipice 
and were dashed to pieces. Thus fell Nnrgoond, 
without a blow being struck in its defence 1 It 
is the strongest Fort on this side India, and had 
bid defiance even to the victorious Tippoo Sahib, 
and even now fifty resolute men might have held 
it for a long time, and rendered the ioit’R helov? 
perfectly xmtenable for our hltle force. It is said 
that when the Bajah of Nurgoond fell upon poor 
Mr, Manson, ho cut off Ins head with lus own 
hand, and, holding it up, exclaimed, “ Now you 
cannot arrest me, as you did my brother Jum- 
kundee ! ” Mr. Manson’s headless body was 
left on the spot of his mnrder, and has been 
taken to Kaludghee and buned. IVhat becamo 
of the head is not yet known. 

' SaturiUy, June 5 

, who has ndden m horn Nui- 


Mr. E- 
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gooDd, came to see me, and tell me all the 
gossip of “the campaign." One never heard 
of a more arrant set of cowards than the rebels 
proved themselves, and they were butchered 
like sheep by the Sepoys of the 28th, who, 
when their blood is np, are wonderfully cruel. 
There was one poor inoffensive old man, living 

just outside the town, who, as L dashed 

by, was on hia knees begging for mercy. Of 
course, no Englishman would have harmed him, 

and it never occurred to L that an order to 

protect him was necessaiy, but somehow after- 
wards his mind misgave him. On inquiry it 
proved too true, that the poor old creature and 
his family had all been murdered in cold blood 
by tbeir own •countrymen I Of course, the 
townspeople have suffered a good deal, but such 
is the sad effect of war. It is said that the 
prize-money onglit to bo largo, and the soldiers 
have got a good deal of plunder, though mixed 
with valuables tliero was a quantity, past belief, 
of English Brummagem rubbish. 

The Rajah’s conduct is perfectly idcompreben- 
sible ; one cannot imagine why he provoked such 
an attack, if he was not prepared to hold his Fort. 
But his career is nearly over, ho fled 

from Nurgoond, ho took with Iiim seven of his 


CAVTUIIE OF THE RUAH. 


199 


principal followers, (all ot wboniTveTe present at 
Mr, Manson’s mnrder,) and repaired to the 
jungle on the banks of the Mtilpurba, not far 
from Eamdroog, Mr. Soutar, head of the Bel- 
gaum police, was after hirn with his soxcars, 
and all the day of the 2nd was dogging his 
steps*, and towards sunset the Rajah, having 
left his horse and anns, was taken, literally 
* Hding in a bush, and, with his retainers, has 
been sent for trial to Belgaum. The bodies of 
the Ranee and the Rajah’s mother were found 
drowned in the river at some distance, thns 
completing the catastrophe of the Nurgoond 
family. Finding Kopal taken and all disturb- 
ances over in that direction, Colonel Malcolm 
sent my husband back to command at Nur- 
goond, and try and restore things to an orderly 
settled state ; which is somewhat difBcult in the 
confusion and licence of a sacked town. One of 
his troubles has been with the Rajah’s elephants. 
Of course, the mahouts had fled, and there was 
no one to feed them, or give them water, and 
they were nearly in a rabid state before a mahout 
from a distance could be procure, at great 
trouble and expense.* A worse diflficolty has 
been how to dispose of the dead bodies, which 
are very numerous, and no native will touch 
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them. He was going to have a great fire lit, 
and make the soldiers -hum them. Amongst 
others, there was the swelled and distorted 

corpse of a Brahmin, lying near L ’s 

quarters, which was dreadfully offensive, hut 

which nobody tcouM remove, and L did 

not like to have any indignity shown to ilP, as a 
Brahmin is considered so very sacred a per- 
sonage that any insult to one of that caste 
might almost have caused a mutiny among the 
Sepoys. 

Monday, Juno 7. 

L sent to*day for some cholera medicine, 

as the place is getting ui^calthy from tho 
stench of the dead bodies, and many of our 
people are ill ; but ho expects soon to return 
homo. 

Tuoaday, Juno 8. 

Dr. A camo in to brealdtist, having 

ridden on in advance of tho column, with tho 

joyful news for mo that L would bo in by 

ono o'clock, having left his two guus under Mr. 

B to garrison Knigoond, and inado a forced 

marcli straight in hero with somo anunum’tion 
waggons. I had got rchdy to ride and meet 
L — — , when a figure, so disguised in gay 
turbans and prize shawls that I did not laiow 
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Hm, stooil 1)01010 me, saying, “blaster in Fort,” 
and I recognized Hs servant “Kader,” re- 
splendent in loot. I rushed out, and found my 
dear husband quite rrcll, tho excitement having 
prevented anj rclum of fever. 

Poor Mr. Manson's head v:as found in a tank 
yesterday, and bnned. His socks and hat ncro 

found in tho palace. L has brought very 

few tokens of his “ war,” except a cornel, which 
ho bought cheap, thinkmg to sell him to ad^an- 
tage j but I am much touched by tbo number- 
less bits of small loot brought for me by tlio men 
and of&cers. Among them I may mention several 
copper Gods, or 1iammy$amm\e$ ns they are 
called, and tho whole paraphemohn off tho altar 
in the great temple (consislmg of an idol of 
black marble, m the shape of a bull, a brass 
lamp and extmgmsber, and a copper spoon for 
the oil); besides which I have a tmj chest. of * 
drawers, taken out of the Ranee’s room in tho 
palace, and containing reels of gold and silver 
thread, and a beautiful silver-handled chowne, 
or fiy-swiaher, also found in tho palace. I fancy 
the soldiers have got a good deal, but owmg to 
Ii- being ordered m pursuit, and the conse- 

quent i^bantlonmeiA oi the town to the hcenco of 
the camp followers, every thing of value n as so 
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ntterlj destroyed that there is little left to he sold 
for prize-money. Mr. 6 takes out ammu- 

nition to-night to the Fort, and is to hring back 
here another gun from Kaludghee. The Bom- 
bay Artillery and one company of the 5Gth 
march a'way tliis evening on their return to 
Belgaum. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

IXTERillTTEJtT FETEH — LI22IX’fl ADTT:>T17EE — TBIAL 
ANT) EXECUTION ,01* THE KAJAH — TEEATBICALS ANB 
BALLS — TEE itOnUllBUS — TICJTIC — T181T. TO TUB 
BES3ATES OF EIBIXE — ^NATIVE 1A.DIES. 

Satimlay, Juno 12. 

In consequence of -what has come to light at* 
the trial of the Rajah of Nurgoond, there hare 
been numerous anests hero of those who were 
considered' among the most trustworthy of the 
natives ; and tho Kozir, or hcad>ofBcial of the 
gaol, appears to have been, at the bottom of a 
plot for letting loose the prisoners, when on a 
given day (fortunately for us anticipated by 
three days by the outbreak at Nurgoond), were 
to join in executing an order of Nana Sahib’s 
* to “ secure the fort of Dhartcar.” Considering 
the existence of this deep-laid scheme, which 
was kept so secret to the last, it is little short 
of a miracle that we escaped without some 
struggle. A Commission is sitting on the prin- 
cipal rebels at Nurgoond, and fourteen were 
shot yesterday. The TCajah himself is con- 
demned to bo hnng to-day at Belgaum ; the 
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moral influence of wliicli execution ■will l)o tlio 
greater, as'the natives clung to a hope tJiat, from 
his high rank and caste, he would ho spared, as 
they declared the rope ivas not made that could 

hang a Brahmb. L , who was quite well 

in the excitement of the field, has been suflcriiig 
ever since he came homo with a return of fever. 

^V«Inc8day, Juno 26. 

• Poor L has been so'^ill all this time, 

that kind Colonel M insists on our return 

to our old quarters in liis house for change of 
nir. The stories which come out each day of 
the plot to murder Uio Europeans at this sta- 
tion, and of the tampering ^rilh the Sepoy regi- 
ment, •make one feci doubly thankful for our 
merciful escape from great danger nud'trouble. 

I hoard an anecdote of Knflirland to day, whicli, 
thongli perfectly irrelevant to our advontures 
hero, is so amusing that I must record it, par- 
ticularly ns my informant vouched for its truth. 
At an ontpost, far up tho country, rc.sidrd an 
ofiicer and his wife. Tho latter was warned by 
her husband not to venture alone far fnim the 
Ijonso ; but one day, imprudently going l>eyond 
her usual limits, ahe rncountcnsl a uild-baddiig 
Knllir, wlm t(x»k her by llie hand, and uonld lx' 
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moved by no entreaties to suffer her to depart. 
He made her sit domi» and, untying her bonnet, 
let down her long fair hair, at which ho ex- 
pressed rapturous admiration. Ho next took 
off her gloves, and appeared enchanted with 
her white bands ; and then proceeded to divest 
her of shoes and stocking, and wondered nt 
her little white feet. How mnch further he 
would have earned his investigations, it is im- 
possihlo to say, had Tiot. the poor lady hcen 
rescued hy a party of squaws, who, with jea- 
lousy m their looks and gestures, rushed upon 
the Kaffir, thus giving her the opportunity of 
escaping to her homo. Tho next mommg tho 
lady and her husband were awakened at an 
early hour by a great chattering under their 
window ; and, on inquiring the cause of the dis- 
turbance, the gentleman was accosted hy the 
hero of the previous day, who had been so im- 
pressed by the charms of our fair country- 
woman, that he had come with txLche squaws, 
to make the hberal offer of cxchangmg them 
for the gentleman’s wife, and was not a httle 
surpnsed when his generous terms were re- 
fused ' 

Friday, June IS 

Last mght, as Colonel jM was soundlj 
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sleeping his favourite spaniel, “Lizzie,” 
on a chair at bis side, lie ^as awakened bj a 
tremendons scuffle in liis room (which had a 
door open to the verandah), chairs overturned, 
furniture disarranged, mingled with the cries of 
Lizzie, and the growls of another and .larger 
animrj. After struggling for a minnto or two, 
they swept off down the verandah past our 
room, waking mo xrilh the most dismal yells I 
ever heard, and the .galloping footfall of some 
largo beast, Tho poor Colonel was distracted. 
In tho dead of night, his room entered, and 
his Lizzio carried off; tho d.arkness so thick, 
that he conld eco nothing, and could only call 
his poor favoaritc, whoso cries of distress soon 
died away in tho far distance I lie lay n^vnkp, 
in no enviable state of mind, mul nilh the 
earliest ilaAvn arose to send nil the household, 
and Bo.'irch in every direction himself for tlie 
nlxlticfcd Lizzie, wlio was found, trembling and 
panting, with one eye nearly out, and various 
small Imrts, on the very centre of the dining- 
table in the mess bungalow. Pt>or doggie ! 
she growled and trembled on entering the room 
where her pcacefnl slnniltmtlmd Won so rndt'ly 
tlistttrl>e<l. It is ixn{H>ft5nile to say, with cer- 
tainly, who the Intruder was j pr«>hahly. a jsclal 
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or hyena — neither of them agreeable visitors 
in one’s bedroom. 

Monday, June 21. 

Fresh treasons como to light every day among 
the native officials at this station. The Pandit 
(a sort of schoolmaster) of the Sepoys has been 
apprehended, on suspicion of having circulated 
among them a story that the greased cartridges 
■were going to be forced on them ; an idea readily 
believed, and* causing much discontent among 
them. At Nurgoond and Belgaum trials and 
hangings* contmue daily, and some rebels are 
to be sent here for execution as a saintary 
warning. Belgaum is bristling with cannon ; 
the guns intended for the defence of this place 
have been detained there ; and though they 
have nearly three European regiments in camp, 
a panic prevails, while we- are left with only 
a handful of stout English hearts to defend a 
dilapidated Fort, containing only three guns, 
and those field-pieces. However, I believe the 
wholesome feat of the Sahibs is on the increase, 
and we are safe enough. 


Tuesday, Juno 22 

liiy ■jjtjtrt- red-headed Pdhy, who was so 
lame, and of whom I was very fond, w'as left 
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alone for five minutes in a room this morning ; 
and w’lien I came tack, had disappeared, 
leaving no memento but a feather from liis 
tail. A horrid cat must have jumped in at the 
window, and carried him off. I am disconso- 
late, for he was the drollest and most original 
little bird I ever saw. Ho always walked about 
our breakfast-table, helping himself from every 
dish, and invariably scolded if he did not get 
tlic £rst bite nt the eggs; and whencverl came 
near him, he began chattering and scolding, 
and spreading his tail. There never Vas such 
a nice little Polly ! 

' Some of the Nurgoond rebels were sent to be 
executed here, and arrived to-day from Belgaum ; 

and Judge R actually lamed them out of the 

^ol, on account of some infonnalify in the word- 
ing of the warrant ‘for their execution, thereby 
risking tbeir escape, as they are only guarded by 
Sepoys. Extraordinary as it may sound, it is 
nevertheless true, that most of the Civil officials 
in this country think the rebels harshly treated, 
disapprove of the Military Commission for try- 
ing them, and are indignant at the arrests of 
their suspected subordinates. Snch infatna- 
tion, after' the recent plots that have been 
brought to light, is difficult to believe. Some 
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cvil-(llsposcd person circnlatcd a report in tlio 
bazaars to-day, tlmt llio English soldiers ■nrere 
going to loot the 'town of Dhanvnr,' ns they did 
Kargoond, naming an honr for the beginning. 

It excited great terror among the natives, and 
the chief inhabitants instantly set off mth their 
families and property to take refuge in the 
neighbouring villages; and, notwithstanding 
every step was taken to stop tho panic and 
reassure the *poor frightened people, they were 
flying from tljo town by Irnndrcds in every di- , 
rection daring tho afternoon, Itcports of 
this kind are much to be lamented, tending to 
injure tho confidence in us of tbo unoffending 
population : indeed, if they were roused to tho- 
roughly turn against us, the country would 1)0 
untenable, even as a military possession. 


SnturOay, Oune 20 

^Ye heard some ennous anecdotes of the trial 
of the Kajah of ‘Nurgoond from an eye-witness. 
He confessed every thing, and, when describing 
the way he retired with his large force before 
Colonel Malcolm's handful ‘of Sowars, he said, 
he did not know how it was ; liis arms were 
ready to fight, his head and hig legs were 
ready to fight, -but there was a something here 
. r 
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(tapping his side) wliicli tcould not fight, and so 
lie was obliged to ran away, and he supposed 
his followers’BufTered from the same complaint. 
The poor ^Tetch had a horror of being 

htmg, as it occasions loss of caste, and repeat- 
edly petitioned to be blown away from a gun, 
which prayer was very properly refused ; but there 
was no occasion for the blundering which kept 
him in front of the gallows for three-quarters 
of an hour, whOst the drop was being ■adjusted, 
and finally used a rope so thin that it broke, 
and he had to be hung a second time in horrible 
torture. Certainly poor Mr. Manson was 
avenged 1 The Jack Ketches in this country 
are very bad performers: a .great fuss was 
made about the erection of the gallows here 
for the poor wretches who were hanged yester- 
day; an Engineer officer and one of the 
collectors combining their talents to pivdaco 
some very perfect piece of mechanism, which, 
however, totally failed at the moment of execu- 
tion, so that strangulation had to bo resorted 
to, to end the struggles of one poor victim. 
These sort of scenes naturally make the natives 
believe wo care ns little for human suffering as 
they do. 
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Monday, June 2S. 

A grand parade of all tlio troops toolj place 
this afternoon to licv ft Proclamation read, to 
the effect ‘that Gwalior is retaken, and onr ally 
the Jlaharajah reinstated on the throne of Ids 
ancestors. Aroyalsolnto was fired, nndnumhers 
of spectators asacmhled, though I doubt much 
whether they understood what it was all about. 

The bachelors of Dharwar gave a hall in the 
evening j the attendance consisted of about 
thirty-five people, almost all dancers, and the . 
whole affair wcnt*off so merrily that repetitions 
are talked of, and private theatricals ore on the 
fapi's. • 

Monday, July 19 

All this time» has been spent in getting up 
and rehearsing a grand theatrical entertain- 
ment. A pretty little stage has been fitted up 

in one end of Colonel M 'a bungalow, with 

simple scenery, painted by amateur hands. 
The merry meetings have been frequent, almost 
daily, to settle matters and perfect parts, and 
have caused so much fun and amuBement, one 
can hardly believe wq^werc bo nearly involved 
in the horrors of war but one short month ago I 
The first regular performance took place this 
evening, the pieces selected being, “ A Romance 
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niKlorDifticulties,” and “ In for a Holiday and 
immediately aftonvards the party, adjourned to 
the mess-house, and merrily danced the re- 
mainder of the oTening. The weather has 
been very wet lately, hut we have usually con- 
trived to get our daily rides, and in a large 
cavalcade we galop over the beautiful country 
in every direction. A band plays twice a week 
in the evening, when all the society meet 
together, and on intervening evenings the 
banks of a largo tank are a place of general 
resort. In short, we are eminently sociable* 
and, chiefly owing to the good sense and lund- 
nesB of heart of one in high position, who is 
univei-sally loved and looked up tb, this Sftition 
is remarkably free from the petty bickerings and 
jealousies so common in India. 

We iavtf bought a magnificent pair of spotted 
bullocks, who go like horses, and the greatest 
delight of our driver is to pass every carriage 
we come near. One of our friends who has 
been an excursion to Belganm thus describes 
the mode of crossing the Hooblee river, which, 
though only a ditch when we came over it, 
is now swelled by the monsoon to a broad and 
rapid torrent. Tlierc is no boat, but passen- 
gers are taken across four or five .at a time. 



NOMiL DESCRIWION OF BOAT. 213 

\i\ a large copper pan used xn sugor-boihug, 
■snIucIi, Irom the yiolcncc of the current, spiuh 
round and round, causing no real danger, 
(except it strueb on a rock) but much dis- 
corofoA to tbo passengers. Horses and cattle 
are ina5e to Binin orer. The Bujimeness of 
those m anthonky is remarkable in not un- 
provmg such a state of things, on the road 
between ^the two great stations of the Sonth 
klahratta country. If the late outbreak had 
been delayed till now, no troops could have 
been got here from Belgaum without great 
delay. 

* Wednesday, AvigMst 4 

The Black Plain is charming to nde OTer, 
when there has heon three or four dajs’ fine 
weather, the sod hght and soft like sawdust for 
the horses’ feet The crops are just beginning 
to come up, and are beautiful specimens of 
farmmg , the seed is dibbled m straight rows, 
and not a weed is to be seen It is the most 
fertile sod m the world, and never rec^mres 
manure, but theie la a regular succession of 
crops A second set of private theatricals, 
followed by a dance, took place tins evening , 
the pieces were, “Onij n Halfpennj,” and 
Box and Cox, which has the charm of 
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novelty in India, tliougli so liackneyed at homo. 
There are crowds of beggars and frightfully dis- 
torted objects in this station, who, on the 
principle that diafity is a part of religion, 
always choose Sondaj on which to parade their 
deformities and demand alms. There is a 
woman who is stiffened in a sitting posture and 
walks on her hands, and various other impdrtn- 
nate mendicants, besides the one I jjroriously 
mentioned who comes in his carriage ; but, in 
horrible distortion, none come up to a creature 
who walks quite nimbly on all fours, like a 
great baboon 1 He wears sandals on Ins hands, 
and Ids Icncc-Joints arc quite stiff, and his 
attenuated hind legs exactly resemhlo those of 
a bird i 

AVctlncsJaj, August 11. 

A largo hreakfust-party assembled at the 
mess-room this raoming, and iminedinteiy com- 
menced decorating the room for a ball given 
by tho ladies of the station, which was to 
come off in tho evening. Carl-londs of llowers 
and evergreens were contributed from c\<;ry 
garden, and never Wfore, I believe, was a 
ball-room so beautifully adomctl. Twelve 
long garlands of tho piyest tlowors, woven by 
fair hands, were hung in fcslooiis from lamp to 
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lamp, and from tlm centre to tlic comers of the 
room ; round tlio, rraUs, circles of green sur- 
rounded tlio sido-liglits. Merrily we worked, 
and completed the tasic in time for an early 
dinner, after which wo refreshed ourselves with 
a canter, preparatory to the evening’s gaieties, 
which were kept up and enjoyed with great 
Bpint. It is curious to mark the anxiety caused 
hy the arrival of the English Mail in this land 
of banishment; for Instance, two or tliree 
people were late in coming to the hall this 
evciung, and there were whispers and anxious 
fears that they had had had news. However, 
on this occasion, happily, the fears w’ere 
groundless, and nothing occurred to mar the 
hilarity of the evening. 

Baby has had a present made him of a very 
small tattoo or pony, which, coming from Nnr- 
goond, we have named “ Eajah.” The moment 
he is let loose he canters np to the house, and 
leaping up the steps into the verandah, he sub- 
mits to be led up and down, while Ids httle 
master is held on his hack ; and then, going 
into the house, he helps himself to bread off the 
dining-table, and, pusldng open the door with his 
■nose, generaTiy malres *tns erit t’hrougii my 
bedroom, which opens on a level with the garden. 
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Weduesday, August 18. 

Tlie Muliammedan Festival of the jMohurran 
is DOW going on, prodacing a great deal of 
tomtoming and other discordant sonnds ; and 
processions of gaily-dressed women and child- 
ren may frequently he met. The festival is hi 
honour of Hussein and Hossein, two brothers, 
who were martyred. To-day there wife a ' 
natiich danced in their honour at an old mosquo 
in the fort, by men dressed in green jackets, 
with bangles on their ankles, who, joining hands, 
swayed tlioir bodies backwards and forwards, 
chanting a monotonous tnne. Yesterday we 
met a party going abont with their bodies 
painted blue, wth red spots, and their licads 
crowned with pointed paper caps about tlirco 
feet high. I never saw' any thing so dinbolicnl- 
lookiog, except in the last scene of ** Itobert lo' 
Piable.” In this guise, they call themselves 
monkcj-s. Sometimes tlio paint is 3’enow 
and black ; and then they fimc}’ they repre- 
sent tigers, and endeavour in their movements 
to imitate the real animals. The Mnssnlniqni 
women and cljiJdren invariably join in all the 
processions; and the -fonner arc unveiled, 
though there arc a few of n btrict sect of Mu- 
Immmodunswbo keep theirwomen in rclireinoiit. 
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Being tlio last day but one of the Molinrrau, 
tlie fun grew fast and furious ; crowds assem- 
bled in the fortj and performed various fantastic 
pantomuncs Some, dressed in real sluns of 
annuals, formed a wild dance ; going through 
the actions of a mimic chasse in the most ab 
surd manner, bemg caught with nets and ropes 
by men supposed to be tbo hunters. They 
howled to the music of a land of ahorfivo kettle- 
drum, a little further on we were attracted 
by a ring of dancers dressed in plaid jackets, 
lined with yellow, and red turbans, each oma 
mented by a spng of yellow leaves They 
were adorned with large silver bangles and 
other ornaments , and, linked aim m arm, 
moved round in a circle to the measure of a 
monotonous chant, of winch we could only 
distinguish the frequent repetition of the woid 
“ Mussulmani 

The courtyard of the mosque was thronged 
with people of both serLcs, and jm ?t were 
two largo fires, made of tarred wood, brought 
in bundles, as an offering , and streams 
of worshippers kept contmually pouring in, 
bearing chatties ofl their heads, containing 
ghee, nce, or some other donation In one 
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comer Tve observed a poor sheep, decked 'with 
flowers ; when suddenly a man advanced, knife 
in hand, and in a moment he was dead, and 
ready for the humt-offering. One of our ser- 
vants, who was mingling with the tlirong, came 
foiTvard and asked if we wished to penetrate 
into the interior of the mosque ; and, on our 
expressing a wish to that effect, the crowd im- 
mediately fell back, and made way for ns to 
mount the steps leading in to the holy place. ' 
The principal Priest and others wero squatted 
round a small fire in tlic centre j into which 
they threw incense, and small portions of the 
offerings. At the back was a tarhut, or repre- 
sentation of the tomb of Hussein and Hos.scin, 
being merely a gay curtain, with five brazen 
ornaments fastened on it. The Priest came 
forward and salaamed to ns, tlirowing over my 
neck a nccklncc of jessamino flowers. Then ho 
presented each of us with a lime ; and, finally, 
asked for five pics backshish (about IJd.). The 
noise all this timo was more tlmn I Imow how 
to describe : besides many different and dis- 
cordant instruments, there were the songs of 
the “ tigers,” and the dancers in plaid, and of 
another set, clad in pink jackets, with vcjy 
tight white pantaloons, and cverj* one in the 
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crowd, was talldng and slioiiting at the full 
strctcli of liis voice ; so tliat piorc was not llio 
Smallest appearance of reverence or religious 
feeling in any one. The mosque itself is a 
ransliackle old bam, covered with whitewash, 
but esteemed very holy. On. descending the 
steps, we observed two ipereons, a man and 
a woman, lying at full length in the dust close 
to the great altar, where a fire was burning, 
and some people were employed in rolling them 
over and over, Hko two. sacks, till they had 
gone all round the altar. This was a species 
of penance, not for past sins, hut as a pro- 
pitiatory act to procure some coveted blessing.' 

The whole scene was very picturesque : the 
bright-coloured dresses of both sexes, tlie child- 
ren covered with silver ornaments, and wearing 
grotesque caps; some. with their faces and 
bodies speckled with red and white paint; 
wlnle the men were generally ornamented with 
necklaces and bracelets of- red and yellow 
worsted. All classes and castes mingled in 
the common holiday ; the rich merchant, the 
domestic servant, the common labourer, and 
the Sepoy, — the latter easily distinguisbed by 
Ids jaunty air, a silk jacket of brilliant colonr 
— say blue, or lilac — wlnte pyjamas (a cloth 
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nimwrrin'; (Ijp jmr|joso of (rotiscrs) lutriginj? 
ill j,Tiicoful foldH; find ti vrrj* siimU imggrco 
(or turlmn), cockod on ono wiilr, will nn end 
linn^ing ovit thn filiouldor; a few woinon of 
liiglier rank, Avenring vdiUo sarecft; vrhilst the 
humbler clns'fi were clad in rc<l, omngo, or Wnc. 
Everj- ono salaamed at the bottom of the steps 
leading to tlio mosque. I was Kurjiriscd nt tho 
ready admittance they granted to ns, and the 
altcutiona and homage wo received wore iinbo- 
coming, according to oim ideas, when oflered 
in n tcuiplo dedicated to tho Creator. There 
was a strong odour of bhang among these 
devout followers of Muhammed, and many of 
tho dancers were cndcnlly much excited. 

It is difTicult to believe (hat tho ^lussulmanis 
arc not equally idolaters with their Hindu breth- 
ren } and, in point of fact, their worship is hut 
little more pure or spiritual, and thcyjoinintlic 
revelry of tho Hindu lioUdays, in tho saino man- 
ner as they permit the Hindus to take part in 
theirs. To-morrow the festival is to be closed 
by clipping the little silk and tinsel pagodas, 
called tarbuts, into tho water of the tank ; 
which, of course, will offer a fine opportunity 
for the display of more processions. 
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Mondfl} , August 23 

I paul a second visit to the gaol, chiefly for 
the purpose of seeing the \sorhshops. They 
■weave little besides tent-cloth novs, tlic de- 
mand for it being so great The looms are 
pretty mnch like Enghsli ones, except that 
they are only raised about four inches from the 
floor ; and the ■weaver is seated m a hole, cat 
in the mud floor, opposite the centre of each 
loom. The cotton is spun and "woimd hn 
the pTfetmses AVe nest csnsn\n.ed the papet- 
makmg process, which is of the simplest and 
rudest descnption, and the paper produced 
the very coarsest kind of whitcybrown, suffi- 
ciently sized to hear bemg written upon ; and 
it IS used for native ■writing and official en- 
velopes There is a silk manufactory, which 
•was not at work , but -wc saw several hasket- 
tiays full of the silk worms and eggs The 
mulberry-trees thnvo remarkably well hero, and 
so do the "u orms ; and if they "were properly 
managed and attended to (which is not the 
case), the silk-works might be a source of con- 
siderable profit to GoTemment 

Tuesda.'j, Ajigust 24 

A partj of mnctceij equestrians, and two or 
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three others in Rlmrrics, nssemlifod this mominR 
fit six o'clock on a picnic expedition to a placo 
called Tlmc)vom 3 '’« Fnnn, from Imviri'f heen 
tho scene of soino cx])eri!nentnl fanning hv the 
unfortunate Collector j\tr. Thnckcm}’, who was 
hilled at tho siego of Kittoor in 1824. A few 
ruined outhouses alnno mark the spot-, in the 
midst of wild jungle among tho liills, seven 
miles from Dlmrwar. "NVo founef tents pitched 
in* readiness; and proceeded’ first to dress, and 
then to Rcmmhlo up a conplc of hills, which 
excited our appetites to an alarming extent, 
before breakfast. It was a lovely cool day? 
and, after wo had broken onr fast, wo, that is, 
two other ladies and myself, and several gentle- 
men, sallied forth to explore tho country. 
had two^ouics ^*ith us, and alternately walked 
or rode, according to tlio natiiro of tho groond, 
and rested from time to time in shady places ; 
sometimes perched on tho low broad arms of a 
magnificent mango, at -otbers under the shade 
of a rocky peak, the summit of one of the hills. 

The views were lovely, and the most beautiful 
flowers and creeping plants hxmg from every 
bush ; whilst the grass was green and soft under 
onr feet. Tliese liills are covered with what is 
called light jungle ; that^irf, separate bushes of 
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acacia, baml)Oo, and various btlier lauds of 
plants, never thick enough to prevent an easy 
passage, though often arching overhead, and 
affording the most '•delightful shade. Wo ■wore 
too merry a parly to see any of tlio 'wild pig, 
or otlier game ^rith ^hich these ^voods ahoimd ; 
hut some of the gentlemen, who took their guns 
in another direction, more intent on sport than 
laughter, got shots at several deer and antelope. 
Our ramble extended till dinner-time, wliicli 
was half-past three ; .after which pigeon-shoot- 
ing matches amused the gentlemen ; and as it 
grew dark we eat round and sung songs, watch- 
ing a heautfful eclipse of Iho moon. When it was 
time to return to the tents to change our dresses 
for our homeward ride, it was discovered that 
lights had been forgotten ; and in pit(^y dark- 
ness we ladies had to separate our various gar- 
ments, don OUT riding-gear, and pack up the 
restj lucMly, the moonlight was* not sufficiently 
bright to betray a few mistakes and deficiencies. 
We reached home by a different road soon after 
nine, and thus ended our first experience of In- 
dian pic-nics ; and certainly none of the fifteen 
hours Imd hung at nil heavy on our hands ; 
though, at hrst hearing, it appears a long time 
to be pleasure-seeking in tlie same company. ' 
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. Saturday, Aitf^ust 25 . 

Yesterday one of tho poor men died of dys- 
enterj’: this is only tho second natural death 
that has occurred in the hrtltcrj' since wo Icft^ 
England, thirteen months ogo. There Iiave 
been two accidental deaths from drowning ; bnt 
it is a wonderfully low rate of mortality, among 
200 men. Tliis anomoon was deroted to games 
among tho soldiers. ^Mieclbarrow races blind- 
fold, and tattoo races, on animals hired in 
tho bazaar, caused great amnsoment; the 
Highlanders performed many national dances 
and games, such as tho Highland Fling, pot- 
ting the stone, throwing the hammer, tho sword 
dance, throwing the caber, and foot-races and 
leaping concluded the entertainments ; which 
went off so well, that, in ecstasies of delight, 
tho soldiera ended by cheering nearly every 
officer by name, besides our excellent Com- 
mandant and the ladies. 


Wednesday, September 1. 

Another theatrical performance came off tliis 
evening of “ Perfection,” followed by ” Dearest 
Elizabeth;” and the evening was concluded 
with an hilarious supper, given to the per- 
formers and their friends. 
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Fndaj , September 3 

iVnotlxer ball, the decomtioii of tho room 
affording an osense for a morning jnecling and 
hffm Out nnrasemGnts arc BomeUmes varied 

hy a liimting parly \ath Mr S 's beaglea ; 

though the sport, as earned on in tins 
country, is somowhat cmcl Tho pach consists 
of three very small and prcll} hounds , but bo 
fat, they can scarcely run Ono day a vnotched 
hare was produced from a basket, and, after 
being anomted all over with assafcctido, (a pro- 
cess it strongly objected to,) it ran a short 
nng, and r,as lulled m a bush The nc\t hare 
was beyond the power of sufCcrmg, having 
died in tho basket A parrot’s cago was 
then produced, contaimng two more , one of 
which shared the fate of the first but the last, 
though possessed of only three legs, ran straight 
and well, and neorlj succeeded m baffling the 
httle doggies, who by this time were quite tired 
and out of breath However, at last they caught 
poor puss, and then, wagging their tails, 
trotted home to breakfast — m wluch we fol 
lowed their example 

Thmsdiy September 9 

Some of the Highlanders, and the two guns 
belonging to the Nurgoond field force, letum 
Q 
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lioro to morrow j and as wo could sco their en- 
campment on the Black Plain, wo determined on 
aiding out to pay them a visit. We started about 
noon, aud found them camped outside a town 
called Hebleo, about six miles off. After sitting 
for some time in the tents, wo sent a message 
to the jaghcerdar, or proprietor of the place, 
expressing a wish to see his Forts, of which 
there are two. There arc three brothers, Bes- 
sayes, [an independent rank, inferior to Rajah,] 
and their loyalty has lately been much sus- 
pected. The town is built entirely of mud j 
and all the houses have flat roofs. We were 
conducted first to the youngest brother, who 
lives in the biggest Fort ; which was approached 
by zigzag roads through several strong gates, 
each protected by its guard. We were met in 
the imer coui-t by the great man himself, who 
was rather a good specimen of n Brahmin — 
tall and thin, with a gentlemanlike air; hut 
he had no roof to his mouth, which rendered 
his speech very imperfect. He was dresSed in a 
qniltcd red satin gown, but old and shabby. 
We were invited to sit in bis durhar; that is 
to say, a long carpet was spread in a verandah, 
and ehah-8 placed in a row doT^n one side ; and 
here wc sat and bowed, and endeavoured to say 
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n fow civil words. I tlicu asTvcd to mako my 
salaam to tlio Bihh, liis -vrivcs, and was carried 
off into tlie interior of tlio palace-fort, wlioro 
tliQ rooms were almost pitch darh, tho only 
light.heing from small grated shylights. Thcro 
was no fumitnro of any kind — a carpel and 
chairs being brought in foronr accommodation. 
The floors were of mnd, and tho walls whito- 
washed, with a red border round tho ceilings, 
which were very low. I was presented to font 
Bihis — sallow, ugly women, in crimson or orange 
silk sarccs — hcsidcs a withered old mother; 
and there wore four rather pretty little boys, 
of different ages, running about. Apparently, 
the native ladies of rank spend their whole 
lives in absolutely doing not^g. It must be 
very dull. 

On my letum to the gentlemen, we were 
taken to a look-out tower on the Fort wall, 
from which there is a fine view; and, lastly, 
to the stables, which, except a fine old maro 
and foal, contained nothing but n few 
miserable tattoos. On parting with our inar- 
ticulate friend, we were conducted through the 
town to the second Fort, inhabited by the two 
elder brothers, who had evidently been pre- 
paring for onr reception. "Wc sal round in a 
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dulhar room as before, ami packets of betel- 
nut, ■wrapped in seented Ica'vcs, and roses aud 
other flo^ois, were handed about in a gold 
dish, then rose watei and sandah-nood oil 
were poured on our handkerchiefs out of silver 
vessels, aud, lastlj, two Nautch guls, seated 
on the floor, and accompanied by the usual 
hurdyguidy kmd of mstrument, began their 
monotonous chant, which nearly sent me to 
sleep After a tune I was taken to see the pnn 
cipal Bihi, who had no children, but had dressed 
herself out m all her jewels , and her nose 
rmgs and earrmgs of pearls, mised with dia- 
monds and emeialds, weie really beautiful , as 
was also a broad gold collar, with little pend- 
ants which encircled her neck She sat on a 
chair on one side of a carpet, and I on another 
opposite , and aftci a few salaams, not hemg 
able to enter into conversation, I retued 

The eldest Dessaye was dre’ssed, doubtless, m 
his hohday gaiment, •which consisted of a jacket 
of Enghsh gieen coiduroy, bound ■with red 
Both brothers conducted us to the gate of their 
Port, and we ■weie escorted tlirough the to^NUi 
by the ministers and head men, and followed 
by nearly the whole population back to the 
camp, from ■whence ■wc cantered into Dharwar 
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m time for ilmner. Tlic revenue of the Ilcbloc 
Jlmgheer is about 2000h English a year. The 
Forts arc not^cI 7 strong, being only built of 
muA, anil inthonl clilches, anA Ihcj are com- 
manded by a lull overlooking the town. The 
'native princes are so Aciyiirond of being •\*isitcd 
by any Saliib, that we were told that, avaricious 
as all j\Iahrattns are, these Dessajes would 
rather have received ns in the foregoing manner, 
than ha^c been paid a thousand pounds. 
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CHAPTER IX 

nuMOUE or cnANon — EiPEoiyioN ffo lamaooKP— ' 

THE COITET — STAIIT ON AJT EXCimSION TO THE 
■WESTEEN JT7NGLES — VISIT ITIOM THE NATTAB OF 
BAVANOOn — COVTINBED EAIN — BIFFICUITIES — TEMTLE 
AT ItANQUL — STATION OP SIEOEE — BBEAK DOWN 

Mondaj September 13 

To DAT L picked up a letter, directed to 

me, off the floor in hie office, where it had 
neaily got overlooked among a mass of papers 

It was from Colonel G , and contained 

congratulations on L s app6mtment to the 

command of the D Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, 
now quartered at Poona I We were extremely 
surprised, havmg had reasons for behevmg that 
a different appointment had been made Wc 
shall be sorry to leave our kmd friends m this 
station Poor Toby has disappeared, greatly 
to my regret He had been on a visit to Mr 

B at Nurgoond , and, on the return of the 

force, was sent m under the care of lus servant 
The poor dog had been ill, and suddenly was 
•lost , whether dead or not wo cannot say 
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Monday, Scptcm\)cr 20, 

Tlio TcpoTl of L 'a appointment has been 

confimed, tbotigb not officially ; anti it camiot 
appear in oxdcre till tbo arrival of tbo next 
mail from Englantl. In tlio mean time n’o nro 
liarassctl by sinister. reports from Central India, 
and rnmonrs that tbo D Troop, ^itli somo of 
tbo 17tb Lancers and 18tU Royal Irisb, are 
to bo sent immediately into tho field. Mhow is 
to bo tbo bcad*(inartcra of tbo Royal Horso 
AxtUlery, tvliicb is reeboned a nice station ; but 
tbo difficulty nail be, in tbeso disturbed times, 
for mo to got tborc. Onr prospects look un- 
pleasant enougli j but it is no uso making any 
plans till tbo official orders come. . 

TliuTsdayfScptetiibcc 23 

■We started at half-past four a.m., on an 
excursion to Nnrgoond, accompanied by some 
friends, wbo drove part of tbo way ; whereas 

L and I rode, sending on two relays of 

horses, and accomplished the whole distance 
(thirty-two ‘miles) in threo hours and a half. 
Tho moon looked rather threatening; but wo 
bad no rain, and the black soil roads were 
Bmoot’n and solt as a nffing-schodl. On ap- 
proaelung Nnrgoond, I at onco recognized every 
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spot, from tlie excellent drawings tliat bad been 
brought to me. The lock is a splendid mass 
of sandstone, red, with vems of white quartz, 
nsmg perpendicularly out of the plam The 
height is 800 feet, the length about one mile, 
and the breadth one-eighth of^ mile The 
town, a mud one, with flat-roofed houses, is 
built on the lower part of a spur, at the ex- 
treme end of the rock, and contams many white 
temples, and the palace, built on terraces, undei 

the rock L took us first to the prmcipal 

pomts of mterest outside the town, the place 
from which he first opened fire, d.c , and we 
endearourcd, but unsuccessfully, to find the 
well m which poor Mi Munson’s head was 
found It was concealed among some trees m 
the Rajah’s garden Wc then went to take up 
our quarters in the palace, which had been 
prepared for our reception It is at present 
occupied by two compames of the 28th Native 

Infantry, under Mr A , whose hfe must 

be rather a solitary one BreaLfast was pre- 
pared in a long room, on the upper storj , for- 
merly the durbar One side was raised ns a 
dais; and had a balcony, looking on the palace 
court, which was at present used to picl<et our 
horses in, and those of about twenty sonar', of 
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police, also stationed liere Oui bedroom, om- 
dentl) tbo state apartment, opened ont of the 
durbar, and tbo Tvalla-nere covered mtli most 
debcately evccutcd native paintings, on a red 
ground, representing different scenes in the life 
of anHastem prince — figbtmg, bunting, and life 
in the Zenana The art of perspective ^as, of 
course, totally despised, and all the Bgures 
ivcro painted uitb nbite complexions — an ai 
tistic bcence common in the East The loom 
bad mndoivs on two sides, whicli command^fino 
views, and was altogether light and cheerful 
There were in the walls little cupboards and 
niches mnumcrahle, and pegs all round the 
room The next room to it, occupied by 

Mrs G , was similar m shape, but had 

plam whitewashed walls, and leading from it 
were several dark passages, and mysterious 
httlo rooms , m one of which Mr Manson s 
bloody clothes and papers were found Our 
room had a trap door m the floor, commnni 
eating by a ladder with the basement storj 
There were no other rooms, except a few dark 
closets m the upper story , the staircase, as is m 
V anabiy the case in native houses, was extremely 
narrow, dark, and steep, and on the ground 
floor wore a number of dark, dirty apartments, 
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and at half-past three tvc again sallied forth to 
ascend the xocli, on .foot, hut ■with tattoos fol- 
lowing, on 'which to ride when practicahlo. 
The old native path is a very steep and rocky 
one ; and near the top was covered "mth iJchrls 
of the old walls and gateway, lately destroyed 
hy the Eri^neers. Wo scrambled over the 
ruins into the interior, and found the greater 
part of the palace blown np. Two or three . 
hare rooms only are left; and the walls, and 
towers, and great tanks, arc all laid in rains. 

The view from the sniamit of the rock is 
splendid, stretching forty or fifty miles each way 
over the Black Plain, with fine ranges of hills 
hounding the horizon. The plain itself, natu- 
rally wonderfully fertile, is, this year, allaost a 
desert, owing partly to the unusual drought, 
but chiefly to the Nurgoond rebellion, which 
drove away all the cultivators at the time they 
should have been putting in’* their crops. The 
town is partly re-inhabited now, but has a deso- 
late, TTUuous appearance, instead of being one of 
the most flourislung and commercial in this 
part of India, and a great depot for cotton. 
Some Sepoys., on the port nt (JoverniiLanlv, w.exe 
fishing for treasure in the mud of one of tho 
great tanks ; and, w'hilst we were there, several 
siUer \cssels aud the keys of the Fort were 
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found' We should have liked to ha^e been 
able to appiopnato some of the things, but 
they aie all to be sold l>j auction After rest- 
ing and refreshing 171111 ginger beer, is Inch is as 
earned after us, we fi(a’anibled over divers 
ruined foitificationa to the farthest end of the 
rock, and the air at tins elevatioh was most 
eshilaratmg and dehglitful The rock itself is 
cnftously waved with npple marks ; and at the 
aides, bears two verydistmet tidal lines, leading 
to the conclusion that it was once an island, 
and the Black Flam the bottom of the sea I 
am fold these marks, of high ami low fide, on? 
to be seen very <hatmctly all along the Western 
Ghants, showing that tho divisions of land and 
water thust he greatly altered 

We descended from tho rock by a new road, 
made by the Engineers, and m all my life 
I never travelled over sncli a path. Our feet 
were bmiBcd and soro long before is o reached flio 
bottom j and tho road makers have, moreoscr, 
ingeniously contrived to make that part of the 
rock defensible, isluch isas easily, n‘?saiIublo be- 
fore Wo ssero iciyglad to mount onr tattoos 
soon fts practicable, and Tclnmed through gar- 
dens and holds to tho palace, about dark Aflor 
* A fthor taiiknnl nn t tli«> fctja ncro uUirxantii jn 
Frnt<il to till Biith< txss 
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l'limlC^^vo Bnl some time iiitlicTaalcony, enjoying 
tlio liglit of a glorious moon, and then retired to 
our ^vcU•eamcd rest ; ■which was, however, by 
no means destined toho nndistiirbcd. First, the 
horscsbeganto fight, and thc^ftorma'rtZ/rt^lmd to 
be called, to separate them, and picket them 
further apart. The mosquitos kept up an un- 
ceasing attack the whole night ; and a wretched 
Pie yelped and howled under our wandows in a 
manner to prevent all possibility of slumber. I 
think he must have been the household spirit 
of thc^lajahs of Nurgoond, lamenting over the 
fallen dynasty I 

Friday, September 21. 

"We rose early from our disturbed couches, 
and after a hasty meal started at five tt.ir. to 
resume our homeward journey, which wo ac- 
complished by half-past eight. 

Sunday, September 2G. 

This afternoon I went to tlie hospital, and 
spoke sometime with a poor man of the 5Gth, 
■who has long been ill with fever. I remarked 
that he was looldng belter than when I ‘last 
saw him, and he answered he felt vcri/ wcaJe. 
1 left the hospital, and in less then ten min- 
ittcs that man was dead! . Such is life, or 
rather death, in this country. 
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Wednesday September 59 

The grand lepresent'ition of “ TicUisli 
Times,” and the comic operetta of “Vilhlons 
and his Dinah ” ^ame off this evening, after 
many previons leheaisals The costumes of 
both pieces being old fashioned with powdered 
heads caused a great success, and the corps 
dramatique and their friends sit down to a 
bnlliant snpper afterwards, which was enhvencd 
by toasts and songs 

Tho wonderfol comet is now shedding its 
glonous hght mghtly, with a taii hkff a fan 
iTaTQTsmg half tho s^' It may perhaps havo^ 
something to do with the paucity of ram this 
year, winch bids fair to destroy the crops 

Tuesday October 5 

As I was sifting wnting after breakfast, one 
of tho servants called mo into tho verandah 
to look at a smaU striped sna) e, which was 
coiled up asleep on a creepmg plant, wluch 
I had been tonclung but a few moments before I 
Tboy said it was vciy xenomons, and thp orderly 
took a great stick and ent it in two In (ho 
evening there was a largo dinner giicn bj tho 
ofiicere of the 28th Regiment N I to the 
ladies anil gentlemen of tlie SI ition, in honour 
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of Colonel M -ffbo is about to retire. Wo 

sat aown, filly-fivo persons, rsbo -sritb sixty 
black attendants ncarlj filled tbo mess-room. 
Toasts follo’scd and tire evening nas closed by 
dancing, kept up till tbo musicians nero tired. 

Fnt!aj , October 8 

Tlie finale to tlic Dlmrwar gaieties came off 
this evening, in the shape of a brilliant ball, 
■which people tried to prolong indefinitely, 
knowing H was the last merry meeting of those 
who have laughed, and danced, and acted to- 
gether daily, during this monsoon. A general 
dispersion la now about to take place, the 
Civihans go out to their camp life m the jnnglcs, 
the Highjanders return to Madras, the 28th 
N. I. are to be rehe'vod, and for ourselves, 
though no orders have arrived, we know our days* 
here to be numbered, and, previously to our 
final departure, we hope to accomphsh a few 
days’ excursion into tho western jungles, to see 
the Falls of Gairsapa, one of the finest cataracts 
m the -world, and lying m scenery of surpassing 
beauty. 

Tuesday, October 12 

It is unfortunate that, after having had no 
ram to speak of during the whole monsoon, 
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tins day, which we had fixed on to begin onr 
excursion, should set in with the most nncom- 
proinising downpour ! Wc had previously sent 
on relays of horses and our gharry, with ser- 
vants, beds, and provisions, and nil the neces- 
sajy accompaniments to tiavcl m this country, 
intending to push on a donblc march of thirty 
miles tlie first day ; but, as our middle stage 
was to be performed on wbeojs, we could not 
resign ourselves to getting thoroughly soabcd 
first, and tliereforo tbcie was no help for it but 
to trust for a change m the hopoless-looUng 

weather. Toacld to my vexation, L 'sorders 

to give over the battery to Captain F im- 

mediately on that officer’s nmral from Kalud* 
gbee, and to proceed to join Ins troop, bave 
arrived, and ho does not hJio to bo long absent 
'from tho Station ; so that I fear ho ivill, weather 
permittmg, only tako mo out to jom our friends 

tho G s, and leaving mo under their care 

to see the wonders of Goirsapa, him^'Olf return to • 
lus post at Dharwar, Uicrc to await lus suc- 
cessor. . , 

WednoBitny, Oefober 13 

After ft damp night the inonung pro\ed fine, 
vnth a cool nnsl, and we «tarlod at lialf-past 
SIX, nnd rode twelve miles through ft pretty 
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cnltivatea countiy, \nth grassy lulls and lino 
trees to HooUee, the largest tovai, except Poona, 
in the Southern Mahralla country, and a great 
cotton emponum We rod^to a small bunga- 
low belonging to the Collector, where we found 
our gharry, and proceeded in it the next 
stage of ten miles to Kmroor The road, snp 
posed to he a good one, was now very heavy 
after the ram, and the poor buUocks conld 
scarcely go out of a walk through the deep 
sticky clay, so that we were not sorry to ex- 
change tins slow mode of progression for the 
hacks of our good steeds, who were awaitmg us 
at Knrroor, and whom we cantered on six 
miles to Tumis, where, in the travellers’ bun- 
galow, we found our finends, and a good break 
fast awaitmg us 

After some discussion of ways and means, it 

is settled that I am to go on with the G- s, 

who promise to send me back hy Sunday week ; 
and as all our servants, equipment, and cattle 
will be required to be ready for an immediate 
departure front Bharwar, I am to take nothmg 
with me but my clothes, and he dependent 
on my friends for every arrangement In 
the afternoon we walked down to the hanks of 
a nudaJi, crossing onr direct road onwards, to 
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see if there was anj chance of its being ford 
able, but it is some ten or twelve feet Jeep m 
water, so that proceeding by that road is im- 
possible Several natives were swimming and 
diving hhe water dogs, for our amuseinent 
The accommodation at these travellers’ bunga- 
lows IS generally very limited for a large party 
On the present occasion Mre G-. and I had a 
comfortable bedroom, but the four gentlemen of 
our party and an oBeer retumwg from a shoot 
mg excursion had all to mate shale downs in 
the sitting-room , and peals of laughter and 
comic songs, kept up with untmng vigour far 
into the night, proved that if sleep was ban 
ished mirth reigned tnumphont 

Thursday, October 

L returned to his duties at Dharwar, 

leaving me to prosecute my journey with the 
G s I started in tbeir ghany, built ex- 

pressly for distnet work It is hke a dog cart, 
sunk low between two very high wheels, and 
drawn with cumcle harness by two handsome 
horses, and its peculiar excellence is the almost 
impossibihty of upsettmg it, a perfection which 
18 often put to the tnal m these wild paths, 
where no four ivheeled camnge could hold 
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togeUier for a day. In order to avoid the 
swollen nullah, we had a long detour to make, 
and our road lay over liillg, through pretty light 
jungle, and with hoga and ditches to cross, that 
would rather astonish people in England, the 
water heing in places up to the horses’ stomachs. 
At the end of six miles wc found our riding horses 
waiting, and had a canter for as many more 
miles over nice grass ; and then another relay 
of a dog-cart, and some fresh horses brought 
us to our destination, the Collector’s bunga- 
low, in the old dilapidated fort of Bunkapoor, 
Soon after our arrival, wo observed the ap- 
proach of a smart naUvo, in a scarlet robe, 
carrying a huge silver slick, who came to say, 
with many salaams, that bis Highness, the Na- 
wab of Savanoor, had arrived to pay his re- 
spects to us. He is tho native pnuce of the 
greatest wealth and consideration now left in 
this part of India, and has always been our 
staunch friend, though one or two of his sous 
have been more than suspected of correspond- 
ence with the Nana. As soon as we had break- 
fasted we sent to say we awaited his Highness ; 
but here a little difficnlt^ 
in the fact of onr only possessing four 
chairs among the party, whereas etiquette 
r2 



urr IN iNDU 


214 

would demand that we should not onlj bo 
seated oursokes, but hare some scats to present 
to the Nawab, and at least ono or two of his 
sons or attendants We endearoured to remedy 
matteis by draggmg forward boxes, on which the 
gentlemen of our party found seats, and Mrs 

G and I sitting m the verandah, v, e made as 

much show as wo could of our two spare chairs 
The Nowab and his suite had put up in some 
cotton factones at a little distance, and pre 
sently we saw the procession advancing towards 
the bungalow First come two “Silver sticlis 
m waiting, chanting the praises of the great 
man m a loud nasal tone, then, surrounded 
by attendants, came lus Highness and four 
sons on foot , and his favourite charger, a fine, 
powerful chestnut, brought up the rear, with a 
head collar and crupper covered with gold, but 
a common rope martmgale Tlie old man 
hunself is a very favourable specimen of the 
native prmce His eyes had broad black lines 
painted under them, but he was very fine 
lookmg, and had most gracious, gentlemanlike 
manners His dress, too, was perfect zn taste, 
and consisted of a loose coat and trousers of 
enmson and gold brocade, and a looses green 
silk robe over all He had a small ^\hite 
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turban, tho edge of -ulncli was oraamented with 
a cham of enormous diamonds and emcxalds, but 
bemg cut flat they lacked lustre He bad a 
splendid necklace of pearls and emeralds, and 
some very fine rings, and wore tho pomted cm 
broidered native shppers The eldest son has a 
villainous countenance, a younger one, who 
more resembles his father, and is noted ns an ex 
cellent horseman, a third belonging to the hob 
bledeboy period, and a pretty httle black eyed 
pickle, evidently the pet of the Zenana, formed 
tho rest of the party, and they were all badly 
dressed, with perhaps a handsome shawl or 
turban, but with coals or trousers of Man- 
chester prmt, and suck leather shoes, purportmg 
to be English ' This Anglo mama m diess 
obtams very much in young India, and the 
result IS more offensive to good taste than can 
bo conceived 

"We all sat and Hiked, or at least the 

Nawnb and Mr G did, and the former 

kindly promised to send an elephant to bring 
me back part of the waj to Dharwar Pre 
Bcnts of frmt and sweetmeats were brought 
to us, and finally the ^owab hung round each 
of our necl s a wreath of yellow flowers hke 
camomile This species of ornament how 
ever poetical as apphed to the fur sex, is not, 
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stnctly spealang, beconung to a set of hwj 
Englishmen in sliootmg coats, or the neghge 
garments used in the jungle When the great 
man had taken his departure we walked to see 
the remams of an old Jacn temple in a distant 
part of the Fort, the pillars and roof of which 
are ornamented with -very beautiful camng m 
pohshed black marble, and part of an open screen 
that remains la most elegant m design and 
dehcate in execution A gieat deal of ram fcH 
both last night and donog the day, so that the 
carts with our thmgs did not arrive till quite late, 
and they will have to be still further hghtened 
of all but absolute necessanes to enable us to 
perform the forced marches by which alone we 
can get to Gairsapa and back, m the hmited 
lime we propose In the evening wo walked to 
see a large tank, which has just been constructed 

by Mr G 's orders for the use of the village 

We are now m the centre of his districts, and 
are received right royally wherever wo go The 

head people of the villages como out to meet us, 
with homble music, consisting of enormous brass 
boms, much to the discomfiture of the horses 
Our dinner this evemng vras improved by two 
dishes sent by the Nawab, which were both 
composed of small bits of meal and nco, vorj 
liot, and very good 
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Friilfly, October IG. 

Ovdng to tte torrents of rain -wliich fell all 
night, our carts not start till just before us, 
at davm, and the people of tho place endeaTOured 
to persuade us of tho impossibility of continuing 
our journey, aUegjng that two miles from 
Bunkapoor the road was utterly washed away. 

I started in the dog-cart, and we soon came to 
the broken bridge, which certainly did not look 
passable, though a very pretty spot, the roar- 
ing, foaming torrent rushing between banks 
hinged with palms. All our carts were stuck 
fast, the foremost embedded above the ailes in 
a deep mud hole, while just beyond, the bridge 
having disappeared, the only mode of proceeding 
was to descend a bonk into some rice fields, 
and, wading through deep water, thus cross the 
stream. "When English ^ergy was applied to 
the carts, and the united force of oxen and 
buffaloes harnessed to each one separately, tliey 
were got through at last, as also the gharry and 
dog-cart ; the only tall horse belon^g to the 
party carried over the two ladies separately and 
dry, and we proceeded to finish onr stage as far 
as a village called Maharajpate, where, owing to 
the above dqlays causing all our kit to be behind 
us, we began to suffer tho pangs of hunger, it 
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being now noon, and we bad tasted iiotbing but 
a cup of tea at daybreak 
We bl^ouackcd under some splendid trees, 
and the gentlemen mraded tbo village to see if 
plantams, or milk, or any tlung eatable by 
Europeans could bo procured , but finding no 
thmg, we had to smoke the pipe of patience, 
toll tlie arrival of a Coobe, sent on to us with 
the remama of yesterday b dinner m a basket 
on his head Never was banquet done more 
justice to, though knives and forks were scarce, 
but cold chicken and bread disappeared in a 
cunously short tune, and were washed down 
with soda water and sbeny Thus refreshed, 
we proceeded on our route, and this time I 
occupied a seat m tbc cumcle 

Our dnve of eight miles to Hangul was 
through a pretty country, vaned by hill and dale, 
with a great many fine trees , palms mcreased 
m number as we got nearer the coast, and now 
frmged the banks of every stream We had one 
bad nullah to cross, the banka of which were 
almost perpendicular We piled eveiy thing on 
the seats, and kneelmg on the top, made a native 
wado m front of tlie horses, to show the nghfc 
road , down we went, with a run and a splasli , a 
great wave washed nght through the carnage, 
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Wle tlic gallnnt little horses, almost swimming, 
straggled to gam footing on the nearly perpen- 
dicular bank on the opposite side, and at length 
scrambled ont, draggmg an impromptu cascade 
behind them. lYith tho exception of this 
nnllah and tho broken hndge, the road was 
generally very good, hut had here and there a 
ferv veiy heavy places. At Hangnl rve put up 
in a little onc-roomed bongaloxv belonging to 
the Collector, situated in a pretty compound full 
of mango trees and toll green grass, in which 
onr weaned cart bullocks luxunaled with de- 
hght, and close to an enormous tank or lake, 
with palm groves and gardens adorning its 
hanks, on which also stands a pretty httle 
rmned iemple, once finely carved. 

"We walked through the town to see a magmfi- 
cent specimen of a large Jaen temple, certainly 
the finest in this part of the country ; the black 
marble pillars and the camngB on the cormces 
and ceilmgs are very perfect It is large, and 
divided by these pillars into kmd of aisles, so 
that one quite longed to see it converted to thp 
purposes of Chnstian worship • and a spendid 
church it would make. Monkeys abound here, 
chatlerunj, aruk yim^ui" 
houses The natives consider them sacred, but 
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Bometimcs tlicir deprcdatiouB becomo unbcar 
ftblo, and then the Snhibs are entreated to liavo 
a monkey hunt and drive tliera a^vay Just 
before our arrival a liomd event occurred in 
Hangul, of a kind winch la verj common among 
the “gentlo Hiiidua ” A poor child, covered 
with neh oniamcuts, had been dccojed away» 
and ono arm fitnppcd of its spoil, but the ruffian, 
not being able to get tho bracelets easily off the 
other, had taken a stone, and hacked at the 
tender hmb till it dropped offl The poor 
victim was jet ahve, thougli scarcely expected 
to live “We hcartbatour fortber progress along 
our intended road is now entirely impossible 
owing to tho wet, so we shall havo to turn aside 
and go by Sircee, which is rather longer, but 
a very pretty road *Wo here stdl further 
lightened our baggage, so as only to take one 
cart on, every thing else was to bo earned on 
tattoos or Coolies heads 

Siturday October 10 

“We got Up early to see to the disposition and 
starting of our diminished lut, and regaled our 
selves off some venison chops from a deer sent us 
by the Nawab of Savanoor "We started about 
tune, and drove, cbiefly through light jungle to 
Parla a village situated on the regular coast 
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road from Dliarwar, but which has been ehul up 
some tune for repairs \Vo found hght fences 
placed at intervals across it, which had to be 
pulled away to mahe a passage for us, and tlus 
proceeding rather astonished the native pohee, 
who were sol to guard the road, hut they \sero 
so entirely under the* impression that a Sahib 
could do no wrong that they suffered us to pass 
with very shght opposition, and wo had the 
advantage of being tbe first travellers on a road 
hard and smooth as a grovel walk 

TVe had to wait some time under a banyan tree 
for our change of ammals, and then proceeded 
through the wildest and thickest 3ungl6 I have 
yet seen, beautifully diversified by clearmgs and 
green glades full of nee, where troops of taonkeya 
were ebattenng, and eating, and frohekmg, with 
but very httle fear of our presence Sometimes 
tbe trees were of very large size, at others the 
jnngle was chiefly composed of bamboo, which, 
meetmg in graceful arches overhead, was 
covered and interlaced with creeping plants I 
was a httle disappomtcd at seeing but few 
flowers, but it is not the most abundant time of 
year for them We stopped for a httle tune at 
"Yekumbee, where there is a travellers bunga 
low, standing "back from tbe road in a sunny 
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cieanng, but we pieferred eating our limcbeon 
in a sheltered nook of the jungle, where we 
talked about the tigers and bears lately killed 
near here, till we lUmost fancied we heard 
a stealthy footstep rustlmg among the bushes 
The jungle villages are all so thickly enclosed 
by bamboo fences to kee^ away the Viuld beasts, 
that for miles and miles you see no sign of 
human habitation, and the qmet stillness of the 
wilderness is unbroken We mounted some 
fresh horses after onr frngal meal, and, just 
escaping more than a spnnkhng of a few drops 
of ram, from a storm that had long been grumb 
hng round us, wo rode on twclro miles io tlio 
station of Sircco, which wc reached jnst at dusk 
The Station is built on a lull, command 
iDg fine news over the jungle Thero is a small 
detachment of H M s CCth Ilogiinent hero now, 
and no other Europeans, cveept tho Collector 
and lus wife The tnwellcrs bungalow wa** 
partlj occupied bj one of the officers, to uhe^ 
hospitality wo were greatly indebtecl, ns, having 
onlmn all our kit end senaiit**, thero iva*? 
small chance of dinner or be<ls forns tlial night 
Tho first thing to dono was to feed clean, 
and tio np onr tired liorses^nnd then bj tho 
kindness of Mr H~ — , we sat down to a 
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comfortaUo dmncr, whilst contnhutions of 
mattrasses, ilc , were mftcle for our heuefit 

AYe were joined this evening h) Captain A , 

who daked dovm in a palUec from Dharwar, to 
30m our parlj to the Tails During our journey 
through the jungle we passed several camps of 
the Lemams, a vrandenng tnbe, who dnve their 
pack bullocks all over the country, and m many 
■ways resemble the gipsies Their vromeu arc 
very gaily dressed m striped sarccs, and their 
arms htcially covered vnih broad nngs of hom 
or ivory » 

Sunfl'vy Octolter 17 

This day was devoted to rest, much needed 
by the servants and cattle, who had all straggled 
up dnnng the night There is no church at 
this small station, so after breakfast we took a 
long ramble into the jungle, and m the evening 
walked to the native town, which is extremely 
pretty, and thoroughly Indian, situated on the 
banks of a large tatd»., with palms and plan 
tarns growing between the houses, whose low- 
roofs are thatched with coarse flags, and gene 
rally covered with gourds and creepers We have 
now crossed the frontier into Madras, and it is 
almost immediately noticeable that every Mr 
drasseo native cames a palm leaf umbrella 
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To'day is the feast called the Dussera, when 
the animals are honoured by bemg hung with 
garlands of flowers Our horses wore each 
brought up by his ghorrawalla adorned with 
nechlaces and bracelets of mangolds, whilst 
one, who was a great favonnte, had a nosegay 
tied to bis tail The bullochs were similarly 
decorated, and the attendants on this day ex- 
pect bachshish. On our return from the Tillags 
we met a procession, consisting of a gaily- 
dressed child, seated on a goat, followed by an 
old man on a tattoo, oyer whose head a smart 
umbrella was earned, though the sun had long 
set j crowds of women and children hung with 
flowers, and men bearmg torches completed the 
procession 

• ITonday, October 18 

We sent off our things early, but did not 
start till after breakfast, when, turning off the 
high road at about a mile from Sircee, we pro- 
ceeded along a lovely woodland dnve six miles 
to Taigleo Beyond the tnfles, of a deep ditch 
lo cross in one place, and one very rough and 
broken bill, we found the road verj good, 
chiefly followmg the wmdmgB of a roaring 
torrent, and sometimes crossing bright sunny 
glades, and park like scenes of surpassing 
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beauty. There is great ^nriety of liill and dale 
m these jmglcs, and the occasional glimpses of 
distMt lulls, vanous in shape and colour, added 
to the charm of the sceneiy, whilst the thick 
mass of foliage overhead prevented onr snfferin" 
from the heat of the sun. Taiglee is a mosl 

W of’^ 1 up in the 

W of the woods, with largo gardens of hotel- 

nut palm growing aU rotmd it. Here wo found 
onr relay of horses, and the Wtherto good road 

hole, but. bo Jdin7ana 
last to draw ns out, and nt^S 

of sand onthsothe s”de We 
twice agmn, each pIssteY 

aangerons.bnt onr advents wembrn 

conelnded. though I scarcely 

over stumps in the road seveLTet v 1 . 7? 

would have unset anv ™ ‘ 

I could hardly believe 

-veral pieces by the shook oriCov'efthe “ 
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At last we came to a broken bndge, with a path 
down to the water by the Bide, so narrow, that 
it appeared to me it wonld not aUow of th 
passage of the eumcle It was ™«0Ter on 
exceedingly steep bank, so I got ont to lig 
the carnage, and stood on the mmed bndge to 
watch the proceedings As I expected, the car 
nago caught m a projecting stmnp, and remaine 
fixed on the bank The horses behaved ad 
roirably, but all then efforts to move it were m 
effectual, and after a few nunutes of this stnuned 
position, the pms of the splmter bar broke with 
a crack By the ranted efforts of the whole 
party, the horses were at length taken off, cni 
the carnage dragged tbrongh the nver and up 
the opposite hank, and then the head and hcei 
ropes belonging to the horses wero put into 
requisition to tie up the vehicle, so ns to rcncic 
it fit for progression Tlio trace hooks nncl po c 
pms had already broken some days ago, and were 
fastened inth strmg, winch required frequent 
repair after violent joltmg through nuUa i*?, 
and altogether there was nearly as mnch hemp as 


iron about the carnage 

At last ViO proceeded, and after some more 
very rough and broken ground, wo found borscs 
and luncheon waiting for us under a mngw 
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ficent tree, from ■wlienee w roflo nlong six miles 
of improved rond lo tlie travellers’ l)migalo\7 at 
Siddapoor, \vlucli is very prettily situated oii 
tho summit of a Mud of do\ni, commanding 
fine vievTB of tho jungle, and of a pointed hill 
crovmed by a Fort. There is much grass about 
here, caused by a plan greatly in favour vnlh 
tho natives, of each year clearing and burning 
a fresh spot, and after taWng ono crop of com, 
abandoning it, to do the samehy a fresh place, 
thus saving tho trouble of manuring. This 
mode of proceeding, which was gradually do- 
, stroying the jungle, has been pul a stop lo by 
Government, and the dissatisfaction caused by 
this order is said to have been at the bottom of 
the Sawunt insurrection in these jungles, last 
year. • 

The people about here wear numbers of 
very handsome ornaments : we passed a woman 
with two or three large soacers of gold on her 
head. A large snahe crossed in front of my 
horse to-day on the open maidan, but though 
he was instantly pursued by one qf the gentle- 
men with a stick, he contrived to wriggle 
himself out of sight, with no further damage 
than a few raps over the tail. The bun- 
galow at Siddapoor consists only of two mud 
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huts , the native viUage is large, and is remarh 
able for an avenue of magnificent trees leatoo 
to it, there is also a large tank teyond’ ap 
proached by the most picturesciue paths throng 

*\Tm^ar instance of the “j'' 

came under onr notice to day Whilst 
repairs of the broken carnage were going ot. 
two natives passed by, one, a Brahimn, ca^ 
mg a water chatty, the other a man of low 
caste One of our party, thirsty from the bea , 
asked for the loan of the chatty to dnnk from , 
this was freely given, bnt the Brahmm coal 
not receive it back m its poUnted state, so 
was handed to the low caste man, who, taking 
it to the nver, scmbbed it with safid, and 
returned it to the owner, m no degree 
for having given refreshment to a party 
Christians 
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CHAPTER X 

TAtra OF oAinaiJA — - cross the rivxr — rftuw- 

r? SA1KEE3 — TlITE >ANVAIi 8 Et.iy?nAM — 
REtXm'T TO DEARWAR — START AQAIV — - ATTACK OF 
RTSESTEET-— REST AT RELOArSt — IfEFAITEE — THE 
RAJAH 8 TAIACE 

Tuesday, October 19 

A THICK mist ou tlie lulls delayed our departure 
till nmo ocIocL The distance to Gairsapa* 
was eighteen miles, which we divided into two 
stages, of which I drove the first, and rode the 
second, through the most lovely country it has 
ever heen my lot to traverse First, we crossed 
open glades of cultivated ground, imgated by 
many a clear stream, and with the very un 
common feature in this country, of detached 
cottages scattered in sheltered nooks , then we 
entered thickly wooded hills, and wound through 
green passes, the scenery of which strongly 
remmded mo of the north of Devon Magmfi 
cent trees overshadowed our path, whilst amass 
of the most debcate ferns and creeping plants 
were together entangled underneath "We were 
once enticed out of our path by the noise of fill 

B 2 
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in" TOtor, ana came upon n scene of fniij beauty 
A^tiny silver Uiread of untcr fell over some 
roebs on a bunch of ferns of the brightest pcen, 
to Minch a bright ray of sunshine haa found 
Its way through the depths of the forest As we 
anproachca Gairaapa MO could hear the roar 
of tho great rails, and observed a mist hanging 
tliicUy over n poition of the }nll, but notlung 
could be seen tiU we arrived on tho platform, 
on which tho Collector s bungalow is bmlt, and 
which immediately overlooks the top of the 
Tails There are eight largo Tails and many 
smaller ones, which faU over a ledge of JOcU 
oxtendmg quite across the nniTOW valley, to tho 
depth of 900 feet, bemg, watli two exceptions 
the highest in the world Tho quantity of 
water may be imagined, from the fact of the 
pool below the Falls bemg supposed to be 134 
ihet deep, and at the time of our visit the nver 
was very full of watei from the lecent rams It 
rises about twenty miles from the Falls, and 
after perfonnmg its wondrous leap, pursues a 
wandering course through the passes of the 
Western Ghauts and falls mto the sea near 
Honor The great difficulty is to get a good 
■new of the Falls from this side, as the rooks 
ale perfectly perpendicular, so that a descent to 
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tho bottom is impossible. A steep path leads 
to the bed of the river above, from whence you 
can cross a ridge of rochs to n largo moss of 
granite, called the Rajah ’b RocTc, from a iratlition 
that a neighbouring prince once began to build 
a temple on it. Here, by Ijung down, you can 
looV down tho great Fall, tuid watch tho number- 
less pigeons careering abont in the mist below ; 
but the depth is so great, it is very rarely that 
a glimpse can be canght of the bottom. There 
is another point of view, from winch you can 
best see tho two furthermost Falls, called La’ 
Dame Blanche,, and the Rocket Fall, and tho 
eye never wearies watcliing those graceful, over- 
varying, never-ceasmg wreaths of foam, tolling 
in masses one over tho other, one of Nature’s 
grandest, loveliest works. The jungles at this 
season are infested by inuomcrable small black 
leeches, which, whilst you are giving yourself 
up to the romantic enjoyment of the beauties of 
nature, rear up tlieir beads from their mother 
earth, and rush at you open-mouthed, so that, 
in spite of every precaution, the lovers of the 
picturesque are generally streaming with blood ‘ 
from every limb, and the poor horses and dogs 
ate equsd sufferers from these ferocious little 
bloodsuckers. A very hard shower drenched us 
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during tlie day, but it cleared so as to enable 
us to spend the evening on tbe Kajali s Eocl , 
wliero one could Bit watching for ever the 
rushing water, and clouds of spray, sometuues 
reflecting every hue of the rainbow, at othei's 
sparlJmg like diamonds m the sunhght The 
best view of the Falls is obtamcd from the 
other side, where you can descend neaily to the 
bed of the nvcr It is usual to cross in a boat 
a mile above the Falls, but the late flood has 
earned away and destroyed all the boats, tbe 
wreck of one remammg now near the Bejah s 
Bock, however, we have despatched messen 
gets to brmg another boat horn a distance, 
which we hope will amve dunng our stay at 
Gausapa 

VVedaesday October 20 

This morning was devoted to an expedition 
to the top of one of the high hills in the neigh 
bourhood, renowTied for its view We rode 
tattoos to the foot, and then scrambled up a 
steep path, tlirough long grass, as high as our 
waists, till we attained a rock on the smninit, 
from whence tbe panorama was lovely In flout 
was the nver, winding hLo a silver thread 
towaids the ranges of blue Ghauts, whoso line 
was m one place broken by the bnglit waters of 
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an estuary, gradually widening into a long ex- 
panse of sea, uilh wliUo waves breaking on llio 
shore. Behind ns was an endless rolling jungle, 
hounded hy far distant Ghauts, and in tlio fore- 
ground the smiling valleys and bright green 
wooded bills of this enchanting district.. The 
afternoon proved loo wet for any lengthened 
excursion, bnt wo never wearied of our seat 
upon the rocks, watching tho foam and spray. 
The old broken boat and many large piece.? of 
limbot were set afloat, that we might walch 
their descent over the Falls, bnt niter a very 
short lime we lost sight of Ibom in tboir wild 
leap ; nothing of bodily shape over appears to 
teach the bottom. A boat was brought from a 
distance on the beads of eighteen Coolies, so that 
we may hope to cross tho river to-morrow, if it 
is not too much swollen hy the rains ; as it is, 
the water has risen so much since yesterday, 
that the Eajah’s Rock is now in the centre of 
the roaring torrent, 

Mr. H arrived to-day to join our party 

from Sircee, his travelling conveyance being 
a vionshiel, much in vogue in Madras, and 
comfortable no donbt, but sliutting out all 
■’Sew ot the scenery. It consists of a ham- 
mock, in winch you recline, and is covered 
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by 0 Jdnd of portable bonse, the roof 
sides of wHcli arc formed of palm •Ieav(59 ; Ihe 
■whole is suspended on a long pole, and carried 
by six men on cross-pieces of bamboo,, which 
they support on their heads. 

Thursday, October 21. 

The river rose rapidly during the night, 
covering the rock on which we had been peated, 
and the flowing robes of the white lady were of 
a rich cream colour. The former immense 
volume of water appeared doubled in quantity, 
ani H VcniVy-V-wo flislmct chatme^'s 

the rock, the ordinaiy number being eight or 
nine. 'VVe started early on tattoos, and rode 
through a lovely jungle path up the river for 
more than a mile, until we arrived at some 
comparatively smooth water, just below some 
rapids, where the boat was waiting to take us 
across. And stick a craft it was, on which to 
cross the roaring torrent ! It was about twenty 
feet long, and hollowed out of a single tree, 
flat-bottomed, and just wide enough to admit of 
a person sitting on the bottom 1 It was pro- 
pelled by two natives with paddles shaped like 
a fish-slice, who skilfully took advantage of the 
rapid stream, and ferri^ over the wliolc party 
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m sUfoty by three at a time The ^vl(Ith of tlie 
nver is ahorft that of tho Thames at Bichmond ' 
The jungles on the ^veslcm side are famous for 
wild bison, who afford great amnsoment to the 
sportsman, hut though thick with trees thej 
have not nearly so many beautiful flowers and 
shrubs as those on the eastern side of tho nver. 
We followed a woodland path for a couple 
of miles, till we found ourselves close to tho top 
of the FaUs, and precisely opposite to the bun- 
galow at which we resided There is a bttJo 
platform erected here, at the best point of view, 
and here we spread our breakfast, employmg 
each spare moment m pulling off tho leeches, 
who seemed to be as hungry as ourselves We 
had scarcely finished our at /resco meal when a 
heavy cloud, that had threatened ns for some 
time, burst m a torrent over our devoted beads, 
and spite of umbrellas, cloaks, and every 
possible precaution, we soon found ourselves 
sitting m several inches of water However, 
the hilanty of the party was by no means 
depressed, and we almost fancied we were at a 
picnic m dear old England, at which not to 
ram is the exception As soon as the ram 
qeased, we descended a long, steep, shppery 
path of steps among the rocks, till we arrived nt 
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a large boulder, about two thirds of the distance 
from the bottom, and here, after lolling a 
venomous snake, whose domam we had m 
■saded, wo perched ourselves to enjoy the 
sublimity of the scene It is impossible fully 
to leahze the immense height of the Tails 
unless you descend to this pomt , the remamder 
of the distance to the bottom, i\hich is often 
easily accomphshed, but ill repays the fatigue 
and difficulties, as it is always enveloped in a 
cloud of mist, winch shuts out the view Tlio 
shape of the Tall is a sort of double horse shoe, 
and on reaching the bottom of this cveruous 
\ alley, the nver wmds on through a narro^v 
channel of perpendicular rocks for some dis 
tanco, hut excepting at this point, it is uttcrlj 
iiupossihlc to approach the bottom of the Tnllh 
The whole >ndth of tho nver is about a quarter 
of a mile, and tho rocks arc coicred in eicry 
crcMco with the most dclicnto and beautiful 
ftms the gems of our Rto\o lionbcs at home 
I can never forget tho gnmdcur of that roanug 
mass of water and foam, dcsccndiog nnmo 
dmtely m front of us, apparently from tlio sk) 
above our beads to nil imracasnniblo nl 
beneath our feet 

rttunud through the uoo<l8 M the 
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same along ■wliicli \se caino, wthout 

visiting, as V .0 had intended, n small bungalow 
on this side of the water, commanding a nciv 
of the Tails , and roerossmg the nver without 
further adieuturo, reached homo in tiino to es- 
cape another storm We all regretted that our 
last cvenmg at Gairsapa had armed, and we 
spent it, as nsnal, on the rochs, till damp and 
darkness diove us to the shelter of our bnnga- 
lov?. 

Sunday October 2 i 

We Teft beautiful Gairsapa with many regrets 
earlj on Friday morning, and retraced our steps 
to Sircee, only stopping on the way to break 
fast at Siddapoor, and to nllowr the gentlemen 
to pursue a laigo bison, which they did un- 
successfully Wo got over the worst part of the 
road on horseback, thus avoiihng accidents and 
delays At Sircee we dmed, and at ten r m 
started m ^allces on our return journey, winch 
was to bo straight along the high road to 
Bharwar We fonnd it very slow travcllmg, as 
hero you can only get relays of common Coohes, 
who carry the palJees bj cross bars on their 
heads, and they have to be roused and collected 
^ Wait fetwa -wan hreaheng ub wo 
left Parla, and we were fi\c tedious hours gettmg 
through the next stage of thirteen miles , and 
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thougji tlie scenery of the jungle must always 
be lovely, the tedium and confinement of a 
palkce does not allow you to enjoy it 

On amvmg at Mundergode, we found that 
the order for postmg Coohes for us had never 
reached this place, so, as it is a work of time to 
procure them from the surroundmg country, we 
were obhged to content ourselves with restmg 
durmg the day, hopmg to be able to go on at 
mght There was a small bungalow m which 
we took up our quarters, and fortunately ^we had 
brought a chicken and some bread and beer 
with us from Sircee, which, with some milk, 
eggs, and plantams, brought from the village, 
produced a sumptuous repast, and when the 
day grew cool, we strolled m the neighbouring 
jungle, which however had here lost much of 
its beauty Returning from our walk, the sun 
set, and we remembered that we had no means 
of procuring a hght, but after much persuasion 
the 2 m charge of the bungalow was induced 
to brmg us a natne one, winch bemg a small 
wick m -an earthen saucer of oil, ga^ e tho small 
est possible amount of hgbt I was veiy tired 
by tins time, and almost m despair of our bemg 
able to proceed, so I lay down in tbo palkec, 
and evcntuallj , at about nine o clod some 
wretched bearers am>cd, who were fne hours 
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accomplishing the twelve miles to Tiirrus. 
Here we fonntl the Nawah of Savanoor’s cle- 
pliont waiting to carry ns the next stage to 
Hoohlee, anti after a moonlight meal off the 
remainder of our provisions, wo climbed np 
into the hoicdah and set forward. The ftoic- 
dah is a kind of liousc fastened on the ele- 
phant’s back, and this one had pillars all round 
of red, green, and gold, with little looldng- 
glasses in them. It was open between the 
pillars, hut could he closed at will hy curtains 
of red 'sUk. Inside the hoicdah there was a 
largo pillow to recline ngunst, hut as the whole 
depth of the thing was only about six inches, the 
douhled-up, constrained position is very fatigu- 
ing to Europeans, and the elbow-room for two 
persons very limited. The elephant wap dressed 
in a sort of petticoat of red and green, a collar 
of little bells roimd his neck, and two large 
hells swinging at his side ; his malmit, seated 
on liis neck, drove him with an iron spike, and 
a mounted Sepoy of the Nawab’s and several 
people on foot were in attendance. The mo- 
tion, a slow but -^ioleiit jerk backwards and 
forwards, soon became unbearable in our con- 
sfcowjied. be, yM, 

our feet out at the front windows, ahd then, 



,270 


Lire IN INDIA. 


after a time, I ■went to sleep. The pace of 
the elephant is very slow, on a jonraej, sot 
much more than three miles an hour, so that 
it was half-past eight a-m. on this (Sunday) 
moming, when we dismounted at the Collector’s 
bungalow at Hooblec, and sent the huge animal 
back, ■with many salaams to the Nawab. He 
was an enormous and splendid beast, and his 
face was painted in patterns with red paint. 
At Hooblee we found horses sent out to meet 
US, and cantered into Dharwar as fost as we 
could to get shelter from a very hot s^un, where 
bath and breakfast were by no means un- 
pleasant luxuries to those who had been travel- 
Img unceasingly for three days. I found, on 
my return, that we are to pack np and be off in 

a couple.of days, as Captain F is expected 

to-morrow to take over the batterj'. We drove 
to evening church with a new pair of bullocks, 
intended as supplementary ones to help ours 
on the road, and they appear to ho good ones. 

Tuesday, October 20 

Two days of severe labour, mental and bodily, 
including packing, paying and receiving money, 
settling disputes among refractory tatlooxcalla^ 
and gafijtvallas, and the difficulties expo- 
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nenced in nctuallj btarlmg the carta and 
sGrvanla, vrHch are enongli to dn^o ono ont 
of one’s senses. Added to this bo had to 
attend a theatrical performance by the soldiers, 
got np expressly in onrhononr, and to bid good- 
bye to those kind friends ■with whom wo had 
lived for so many months in daily and hourly 
intimacy, and I feat that the last dinner given 

to ns by Mr. G was by no means so liila- 

nons a meclmg as had heca intended. 

Wednesday, October 27 

Parted ■with poor old dames (onr soldier 
servant) who is almost heartbroken at being 
obhgcd to be left behmd and give np the caro 
of the baby j and after starting the latter young 

gentleman with the Ayah ra our ganj^ L 

and I mounted our horses, and after biddmg a 
fe^wmore good-bjes rode out, accompamed by 
several of our friends, to the travellers’ bunga- 
low at lehgoor, about twelve miles on the 
Belgaum-road ; where we arrived to breakfast. 
We had intended pushing on to Hoobleo in the 
evemng, but the dak laid for our garij failed, so 
wo were compelled to remain at Tchgoor, 
though -without our beds or luggage, which had 
gone on before Our ihends remamed to spend 
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the day witli us, and towards evening the 
gentlemen took their guns, and we walked 
through the light jungle of the surrounding 
hills, to see if any game was procurable, 
hut no living thing was to be seen, except a 
few sheep and bullocks grazing. We were 
obliged to dine by daylight, having no candles, 
and had great difficulty afterwards in procuring 
a countiy wick and light. After dinner.we sat 
talking over the menydaysof the past months, 
till the bright stars warned our friends that 
they had a long ride before them ; and when 
they were gone L — and I dressed ourselves 
ready for an early start, and wrapping ourselves 
in a cvmhhj (or country plaid) with a coat 
rolled for a pillow, lay down and slept soundly, 
hahy being very well provided for, in the 
cusMons of the gary, spread with shawls on ftie 
floor. 

Thursday, OctobET 28 

We left Tehgoor about six, and amved at 
Hooblee between nine and ten. The bullocks 
we had laid on for tlio gary proved very bad 
ones, and they were so long on the road that I 
got quite uneasy about baby, and sent out some 
broth to meet him on a Coolie’s head. The 
Hooblee river was now very full of water, bo uc 
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hai to ilismount and liavc the horses made to 
STam over, Yrliilst vre were carried to a boat on 
the shoulders of two men, whoso solo article of 
clothing consisted in a little blue apron, about 
four inches square ; hut I clung to mj' tavmy 
supporters like grim dcatli, being several times 
alarmed lest they should drop me into tlio 
water 1 The weather has now quite changed ; 
the ni 9 e damp warmth of the monsoon has 
disappeared, and given way to what is called 
the cold weather, that is to say, the early 
mornings are very chilly, and the wind all day 
is east, and consequently diy and treacherous, 
while the sky is unclouded and the snn buming. 

In the evening we walked by the side of the 
large tank at Hoohlee, which is shaded by a 
mound covered with splendid trees, under 
whose branches there is a mosque and a burial 
ground. I began to feel unwell, with symptoms 
of dysentery, making me glad of the prospect- 
of reaching Belgaum to-morrow, where medical 
advice ia procurable. 

Friday, October 29 

We left Hoohlee at daybreak, and rode six- 
teen miks into Belgaum by nine o’clock. I 
-mix. ‘iov ’f ne hodtor, anh hecideti on resfing 'Here 
over Sunday. * 
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Monday, November 1 

For the last two days I have been condemned 
to he on my bed without moving, and kept on 
a very spare allowance of nee conjee, the very 
nastiest mixture of hot water, nce, and salt, 
that was ever mvented This mommg, as 

a further delay was impossible for L-; > J 

was put mto a palhee, as I was not considered 
fit to mount my horse, and so performed, 
m about five hours, the eighteen miles’ stage 
to Soutguttee After crossmg the hare plain, 
in which stands Belgaum, — brown and uglv 
even now, such a contrast to beautiful green 
Dharwar, and the Southern jungles, — we came 
to prettily wooded lulls, among which the roa 
wound, passmg occasional groups of magni 
cent trees, till at the bottom of a long dcscen 
we came suddenly upon the bungalow at ^5^ 
guttee, with its far famed banyan tree m a nd 
•near the road In tiio evening, as I could no 

walk, L put mo on one of tho tattoos, an 

we strolled down to tho great tree It has fire 
or SIX principal Btems, each as largo as an 
enormous oak, besides smaller ones mnumer 
able, and there arc such quantities of penden 
roots that, if tho world lads long enough, i 
bids fair to be the parent of a forest There i*? a 
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little nllage here, anil a aquarc Fort, Bitli round 
tovrora at tlic comers, apparently in good 
repair, situated on the banks of a river, wlucli 
rushing oier a rocky bed is here very pretty, as 
it Binds under and through Brooded lulls, irhero 
vre heard the peacocks scroaTaing as they vrent 
to roost. 

Tucfidiy, Xorember 2 

Our. journey uns only ten miles to-day to 
•Gotoor j and, though I felt ^cak at first, the 
easy paces of my heaulifiil Arab enabled me to 
get through the joumoy better than I expected. 
Immediately on Icavmg Soutgnttec, -we had to 
ford the nver, uith the water ux) to our saddles ; 
and then, ascendmg a long lull, v.o looked back 
on the lovely smihng valley of Sontguttee, em- 
bosomed m wooded lulls, and emerged on the 
bare plains of the Pcccan, dotted hero and 
there with abrupt hills, croivned uith Forts ; 
besides -which every tmy -village is walled and 
fortified. We had two other nvers to cross, 
not so deep as the first , but the road was very 
bad, being quite -washed away, before amvmg 
at tho bungalow at Gotoor, -ahich is situated 
close to an uninteresting ruinous -village, and 
o%erIookB a wide extent of plain, and four re- 
markable hills, with their cro-aumig Forts 

T 2 
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\\ c«lnn>«lay, Xortmlx f 

Onr ndo this monni)^ wan a bcaiitjfjtl onr, 
pkirtjn" tlio h'j‘50 of llie fort*crowticd lull'?, nud 
n town \\lu>so inns'.nc toworcil 
were \cr) j>i< tiirowjne. Lo/mn;,' tlio lull'', our 
rout n'^cended gently, til! wp hiiddcnU found 
oiirpol^c*? on tlio top of an nlmipt ndgo — doim 
winch the road wan enmed m n 7ig7ng. A ft-^ 
imips farther in the plain lay the town and 
hungolow of Ncpancc Tins h the temlory of' 
n mti\o Rajah , and the land is in n ^p^y nog* 
Iccted and ill cuUnntcd state Near the bun- 
galow 18 A Tcr^ largo and handsome palace, 
formerly the residence of tho reigning fiimiJ} , 
hut, since the decuj of thoir fortunes, it has 
been nlmndoned for n smaller one in tlio town 
Wo sent our snlanms to tho Rajah, wnth a 
request to ho allowed to see the palace, and 
were answered by nu announcement that he 
intended to pay Ins respects to ns at three 
o’clock Shortlj after this wo had a visit from 
lus Vakeel, or Secrctniy, wlio had been brought 
up at the English school m Poona, and could 

speak verj fair English L rcceircd lum, 

■whilst I was lying down m nu inner room , and, 
on heanng the Mem Sahib was not very well, 
he offered to prescribe some natue powder for 
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me; of ■\\liicli, lio^\over, I declined availing 
myself At the appointed time the Rajah’s caval- 
cade vfas seen approaclung. He as inotmted 
on a prancing nhite horse, with a icd and 
yellow saddle The animal was coarse and un- 
derbred ; hut trained to cveente elahorato cur- 
vettings. A man ran by the Rajah’s side, carry- 
ing a enmson satm fan, to shade him from the 
sun The Prime hlinister and Valiccl accom- 
panied him on horseback An escort of fi\e 
sowars caracoled round about in the most 
approved native fashion, whilst cronds of at- 
tendants, on foot, completed the corUge 
"We had chairs and n carpet m the verandali, 
ready to receive our guest, who is a young man, 
'''uth a remarkably suuster expression of coun- 
tenance, and stupid withal, as be scarcely 
spoke a word himself, leaving the customary 
cmlities to his Ministers Ho was very simply 
dressed, m a wluto Imen jacket, and pigamas, 

> ■^th a plum coloured border, and a turban of 
the same colour , his only ornaments bemg a 
necklace of large onyxes, two pearls m each 
ear, tmd a handsome rmg After a few minutes 
our guests departed, leaving a small elephant, 
with a fine red howdah, for us tb nde upon, 
and return the visit "We dined as soon as 
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tluj Mere gone, uinl tlieii, «ecoin|iiiiiietl 
our frieiul, the Vnktcl, ulio Imil rttnmal to 
net US cicerone, mo nionntcil tlie clciilmnt, unit 
wore coniluctca through tlio large, hut rei^ 
(hrly and miBcrnhlc louii of Neimnco, to the 
once strong Tort (one side of Mhich hns just 
been hloun nwnj hj our engineers, ns n matter 
of precaution, to prevent future mischief), Mincji 
MO entered under a tall arcliMaj, and across a 
moat, filled Mith M-nter, and dismounted at the 
gate of the palace, now mhahited hy the liajnh 
The gate itself was a good specimen of the 
^Moorish arch, Mitli handsome carrmg m stone 
all round it entering, mo found ourselves in 
a square court, the opposite side of wluch was 
occupied by a doiiblo Mooden verandah, with 
elaborately carved pillars and cormces -As 
cending to the lower verandah, which Mas h 
tored with harness, and boxes, and dirty mbbis 
of every descnption, "wo advanced across an 
inner court, where were four or five pretty tame 
gazelles, and were shown into a small room 
with a carpet, and a row of chairs , and here 
we sat m solemn durbar for a few rmnutes, 
whilst hetel nut, and rags dipped m oil of 
sandal wood^ were handed round, and neck 
laces of yellow flowere hung rotmd our necks 
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Tlio young Bnjah sbowetl more animation in 
lus o^Ti house; hut lie 1ms a had look about 
his eye. A few years smcc, this family wero 
Yery rich and powerful, and had a xcTcnno of 
seven lacs of nipecs. How it happened I do 
not exactly know; bat somehow, John Com- 
pany found that it was not prudent to allow so 
much power and wealth to remain in native 
hands ; and so the Eajahs of Nepaneo were 
eased of their supoTflaous riches, and left with 
a small territory only worth about 1,5001. a 
year. The present Bajah has one wife (who 
excused bersolf from receiving me, on the plea^ 
of not spoaldng our language), but no son ; so, 
as our Governiuent refuse to rccogtazo adop- 
tion, the small remainiDg territory will lapse to 
Queen Victoria on his death ; and as it is im- 
possible for the people and land to bo in worse 
condition, there is every hope they may im- 
prove under hex rule. 

• At the chirhar a few complimentary speeches ' 
were made, expressive of the joy felt by the 
Eajab at seeing us, and his hopes that we 
Would come again, &c, ; then an opinion was 
expressed that the English wore -ali good 
people, but aatires rcri; bad — ^to Ibis wo had 
to make suitablo rejoinder, and then rose to 
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go We ucro now conducted tlirougli on 
other court, where tlio horses were kept, and 
a more Glthj stable it is impossible to conceive 1 
In short, the state of the whole palace would 
have disgraced an Enghsh pigsty, and some 
traces of painting on the walls were blackened 
and obliterated by dirt Among the stndwas 
one splendid animal, a bay, sixteen hands high, 
and \eiy powerful , and of him the Eajah, 
who IS fond of Inmtmg, seemed justly proud 
There were besides a few coarse, fat, strong 
horses, and half a dozen tatloos, besides a fine 
old mare and her foal We took our leave 
outside the palace , and, still escorted by the 
Vakeel and the sonars, remounted the elephant, 
and returned homo We could not help being 
amused at the rapacity of the mahout, who, 
at first startmg, the moment we entered the 
howdah, began to baigam for chirimin, or back 
slush We took the Vakeel to see our stud of 
horses and bullocks, of which he expressed ad 
miration , then sittmg down for a few minutes, 
lie suddenly exclaimed, mterrogatively, “ I may 
go ? and so departed 
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CHAPTER XI. 

CR0SSP.0 A, BITER — 'NATIVE nOCSE— KOLAPOnE — THE 
itCTIST — THE iU-UARAIAU’fl EQUIPAGE — THE PAIACt 
— UiiCCtO ELEPHA^■T— -U’^^TERESTI^O JOClUfrT— 
8ATTUIA — ^RASEP’S PAlACE AM) ^)ARI)E^9 — PORT — 
HOLT FISH — ARRITE AT POONA 

Tljunday, Koremlicr 4 

Leaving Ncprince at datm passed throngh 
a strong gatevraj and fortification, bmlt across 
tUe toad, (tml^ Uie peace of the vrorld required 
that tliese turbulent Rajabs should be re- 
strained,) and contmned along n flat, ngly 
country, tbougb -witU a range of fine lulls 
in the background, to the banka of a mdo 
nver, tbo current of irlucb uas cxcecdiDglj 
strong, tbougb, by following exactly tbo track 
of our guide, tbo -water did not rcacb tbo 
Biddles Tbo garij witb tbe bab^ -was close 
' behind us, and ire Tvaitcd to see him safely 
across : -wben about balf-way over, tbebullocll 
swerved &om tbe ngbt direction, and down 
went one wheel mto a hole, where it stuck fast, 
all the, efforts of bullock?, and drivers only 
appearing to endanger upsetting the carnage, 
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AMtliout getting il out of the hole I got 
(Ireailfully nlnrraccl for tho safetj of the child, 
anti Imtl him faken out and earned to tho 
Bhoro, and at last^ with the assistance of 
Coolies to man tho wheels, the ganj was 
hronglifc out in safety After crossing another 
nver in a boat, wo entered on tlie independent 
temtoTy of Kargul , tho fields teemed with 
heautifnl crops and gardens, and groves of trees 
lined the road as wc approached the little 
town, throngb which the road is earned , the 
entrance is through a strong gate, enfiladed on 
both sides hy a loopholcd wall * tho centre 
of the town are two very large and bandsome 
native houses, having turrets at each comer 
painted in patterns, red, wliite, and yellow 
The windows are all on tho upper storey, and 
through those that were open we saw elaborate 
* pamtmgs in green and red on the inner walls 
One of the houses is the property of the 
Nawab, son to the prime minister of Hindu 
Rao and, pending a disputed right of inhen 
tance, he governs this state as a fief, held 
under the Maharajah of Kolagore Passing 
through the town we took up our quarters at a 
bungalow, which is private property, and pro 
portionately bad In the orenmg a peon 
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arrived to taVe us to see a little cottage, sup- 
posed to bo in tbc English sljle, belonging to 
tbo Navrab, and where, if uc had knouii it, we 
might have etajed. It was situated in a cool 
and pretty garden, shaded by cypresses, and 
had some attempt at funulurc, in the shape of 
couches and mirrors, hnt I doubt not the 
mosquitos arc rampant there. 

Thence we were conducted to see tlie Nawab's 
palace, a very good specimen of a n ell-ordered 
bouse, belongmg to a native of rank. He uas 
himself absent, but lus wife sent cml messages to 
ns "We lodo through two courts, and ahghtcd 
at the usual verandahed front of the durbar, 
or hall of reception, the walls of which were 
prettily pamted : it was occupied by writers 
transacting busmess, and here I learned that 
the numerous niches so umversal in tho ualls 
of native houses ore the receptacles of papers 
or any stray article, winch wo should find place 
for on tables or m drawers "We were taken to 
tbe upper storey by a steep dark stair, and* 
found it not divided mto rooms, but consistmg 
of three long gaUenes round the court, with 
Windows looking on the street, evidently as 
popular as the club wmclows m London. 
Thence we ascended to the roof, which had 
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galleries all round ibr promenades, and little 
belvedere towers at each comer, commanding 
beautiful news o\er the adjacent country. 
E^cr5 part of tho lioiiso was Tory clean and 
nice, but tbero was no attempt at funuture, 
except carpets in tho durbar Before returning 
to our bungalow wo threaded tho narrow and 
mtnento lanes of tho town, and inspected a 
Tort on tho opposite side, now used ns n pnson, 
and guarded by native troops, who are here 
permitted to bear arms The festival of tho 
Pewollce IS now going on, and tho toini was 
bnlhantly lUnminated, the principal hefuses 
being lighted architecturally by rows of torches 
round tho cornices 

Friday, November C 

We rode ten miles mto Kolnpoie this mom 
ing, ilong the most execrable road, often 
traversmg masses of sheet lock, and then 
descendmg into boggy mdlahs, — being tho pro 
perty of a native state no trouble is taken 
about it, and often dnnng the monsoon it is 
wholly imp'issable Wherever our Government 
has the supenntendence of the roads, they are 
in general very good, the small nullahs being 
bridged over, but at the largo nvers, where the 
expense of bridging wonld be great you are 
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left to take your clmuee, -anti get over in the 
heat viay yon can. The Station at Kolaporc is 
Bitnatcd on an arid plain, Bcarccly enlivened hy 
a tree, bnt nith a fine Imckgroimil of Gliants to 
hound the view. The old city lies two miles 
away, emhosomed in foliage, out of which peep 
the saminits of some of its temples and lowers. 
AYe were most hospitably received by Captain 
S - , assistant Political Agent and Command- 

ant of the corps of local police, from whom I 
received the following account of the transactions 
here m July 1837. For some time sinister 
reports had prevailed of the disaffection of the 
27th Pegiment, Bombay N. I., tljo only troops 
in the Station, eveept a few irregular horse and 
the police; there was not a single European, 
except the officers and their wives, the Resi- 
dent, and the civihans and their families. At 
length, on July 31st, just after my informant 
had gone to bed, firing was beard m the native 
hues. He unmediately got up and ran to lus 
own regiment — the police — to see that they 
remained stanneh. It was found that a portion 
of the 27th were in open mutmy, and were 
finng into the mess-house and officere’ bunga- 
lows, but, fortunately, in a desultmy manner, 
and without killmg any one. But now com- 
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mcncpd tlio real tragedy : three poor yonnff 
olTiccrfl thinkinf? rcmninin" in their himgalows 
WHS certain death, set off to^^ether to try nnd 
escape to the jcoast. They wandered tliroagli 
the night, barefooted and bareheaded, and at 
Icngtli lay domi to rest in a temple, iilean- 
timo the mnlinmis Sepoys, cowardly as they 
were disaffected, were dispersed by a few volleys 
from the faitlifnl police, and took to flight 
along tbo only road pass,ab!c, on account of the 
recent nuns, and coming upon their poor young 
officers sleeping, barbnrouslymnrdcrcd them. 

It is satisfactoiy to- know that the rebels, con- 
’tinning tbeir march into the IConcan, met with 
far less sympathy than they expected, and 
were nearly to a man destroyed by want and 
siclmcss. During tlus fearfed night, the wife 
of our informant was left alone in her bunga- 
low, when some native officers of tho police 
camo to her, and nssnring her that she was no 
longer safe, besought Jier to commit herself to 
their care, which she did, and they concealed 
her for a time in a hut in their own lines, from 
whence they escorted her to the Residency, 
where tho rest of the ladies had assembled, and 
where for long they slept everj’ night, guarded 
by the foithfal police. The rest of the 27t}i 
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Bcgimenl ■were disanned, tlieir number dmnged 
to Uic.31st, anil all those among them executed 
who'^Gre found to hare been ringleaders of the 
mnliny. Thus began and ended the Sepoy rebel- 
hon at Kolaporo, bat tha English residents ■were 
not long sufTeredtorcstinBceurity. Tlirougbont 
the oosuing months reports were nfc that the 
brother of the ^daharajah. who was known to 
he in coTxcspondenco with Nana Salnb, was 
Rsing €Tery effort to persuade the nati%es to 
nse and murder all the Europeans, and night 
after lught men might ho seen lurking helund 
the hushes in the Compounds, withheld in a 
wonderful way hy their natural awe of the* 
Sahibs, from an open ontbrenk. At length, on 
the GtU December, a large body of rebels 
collected, and being admitted mto the city by 
some traitors among the hlaharajah’s troops, 
proceeded to attack lus Highness himself m lus 
palace, which was howerer held by the pobcc. 
Meantime the rebels sbut the city gates, and 
threw themselves mto a small Fort in the town ; 
hut their tnnmph was short Next morning 
General Jacob, prmcipal Political Agent, ad 
vanced against them with a httlo band of 
picked men from the pobce and irregulars, 
blew open the gates, and took the Fort , (it was 
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hcr(, in londinj' t!io Hloninu}; part}, tlujt 
Liciitcnniit Kerr, of tliC Soutlicni Malirniti 
Hnrio, Victoria Cro‘!‘' ,) and noiv 

ahort tniih and hjioctlv cxtcation*} were for 
home linio llm order of the da} ; t!io traitor 
prince was acired and bent for hi*! licnlth 
hc}ond Boa, and all has been quiet since at 
Kolaporo 

SitiirJav, horrmlxT 0 

We remained gnoBta of Captain S 's for 

to da} to g^^o rest to our cattle and sonants 
Ab onr host a carnage was, for some rea'^on or 
other, not aTailablo, ho sent to request the loan 
•of the Malmrajili s to toKe ns to see the city 
and palace, and nccordmgl} it amved for ns m 
the anemoon, escorted !»} a. soirar Such a 
vehicle 1 onguiall} an nglj green English 
bntskn, but httlo of the former paint remained, 
and one wheel had been replaced b} a native 
one, 'wholly innocent of the bnish! The 
cushions wore co\ercd intli a once gorgeous 
crimson and ycllon dnmask, noi\ rags and 
dirt , the horses, onco good, were aged v cterans, 
from whom the rotten pieces of old Enghsh har 
ness dropped nswoilroio along, and the ghoira 
wnllns were as dirty as can well be imagined ’ 
It was rather late when we started, to avoid a 
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wn-? brought from hi-^ nbode Hnclcr tlio arch to 
perform before ii*;. Ho ft ^cry Inrgo one, 
nn(\ his face ftud tnmk were painted in patterns 
with bine, green, nnd red paint. His dancing 
consisted in roaring and bounding forward, 
^flth an actmt} quite wonderful in so ponderous 
a boast, and then, in obedience to the orders of 
his viahoiitt executing a senes of quick shufQes 
round the courtyard; though how the latter 
contmed to keep lus scat on the huge beast’s 
neck dnring all these pranemgs,, remained a 
mystery. His Highness s fa\ounto charger was 
next brought out for our inspection, a hand- 
some and very powerful grej, with a long t?il 
dyed crimson, though, to our ideas, much too 
fat , he too was made to curvet and execute 
wonderful hounds into the air, really snrpnsmg 
m a poor animal whoso head was tightly tied 
into his chest bj the native martingale These 
exhibitions over, we walked to see the great 
temple in an adjoining court Of Jam ongin, 
and hmlt of polished black stone, its pillars, 
walls, and cormces most delicately and elabo 
rately carved, it has had pointed Hmdu white 
domes added on to it at a later date, and the 
carvmg suffered a good deal, when the city was 
taken by the Mnhammedans under the Emperor 
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Atirengzi^b. Altogetlier, mtli its varietl ^hape, 
vast extent, and tlic arclic*? and cloisters by 
vrbicK it is approached, this temple must ranlt 
as one of the most magnificent and beautiful 
of the architectural remains of ancient India. 

The numerous small tanka in the courts of tlfo 
temple u-cro to-dny tbronged Tntb gail) dressed 
natives ; some of the yonngcr girls bad splendid 
oyes, and ucre altogether less ugly tlian usual. 

. ^0 trees m the conrlb nero hung vnth strings 
of bnghl paper lantboms, to be illuminated at 
dark. We ivere not allowed to enter the 
temple itself, as it la looked upon as remarkably 
lioly, but we looked into a small shnne in one 
of tbe courts, wlucbwas lighted up, and it con- 
tamed an idol dressed m tinsel and covered. 
With jewels, just the very model of many a 
saint I have seen in Ghnstiun Europe On our 
return to the palace I wailed, whilst the gentle- 
men made s-ilaams to the Maharajah, who is a 
quiet, mofi’ensive man, content to enjoy his 
empty state, denuded of even the shadow of 
power* His cluef amusement is m shooUng, 
and he has fre<iuent battues for hares and wild 
fowl, which abound m the neighbourhood. We 
were escorted through. the city by flambeau- 
bearers, as it was dark before we left the palace 

• tj 2 
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Sundiy, November 7 

Wo WO obliged to continue otir joumey to- 
day, as the allowance of timo to an officer 
proceeding to join Ins regunect, is a day for 
every twelve miles, and wo were already belund- 
llhnd, owing to tbo delay occasioned by my 
illness at Belgaum Wo had to cross the 
nver, about two miles from tbo Station at Kola- 
poro, and bemg wide and deep it was an opera 
tion that took a considerable tune Tbo horses 
req[uirod a httlo persuasion before they would 
jump into the boat , tho bullocks were made to 
Bwim over the road also was extremely bad, so 
that it was ton o clock before we amved at the 
bungalow at Kinme to breakfast ,The sun m 
these plams is veiy scorching, and tho hot wmd 
blows all day, diy and disagreeable, and oh ! 
so different to moist, cool Dharwar 

Just at dusk, as we were watchmg tho depar 
ture of our carts, an Bnghsh gentleman rode up, 
and asked for a httle refreslunent, of which, un 
fortunately, ue had very little to offei him, as 
our provisions had gone on for tho next day 
He was nding post into Kolapore 

Monday, November 8 

Tlie stage of eighteen miles to Pait Nerla, is 
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.over a remarkaljly nrid anil luuntrroitiii^' 
conn rj, and the travellers* Iiungnlowis ('ituated 
«n a barren incco of rockj groiiml, ^erJ■ b’lariiib' 
‘in. At the jiretKe moment of our arri\nl, 
ino jialkoci nppro.iclicd from tlio ojiposite 
rec ion, and r\c fonnd tlicm to contain two 
‘ ita 0 onr ncqimiutantc, rOio were tnircllinf; 

man ^ T”** nworted by a gentle- 

on ior8cl)ack, and nibo accomnanied by an 

ocommodation at tlie little Imngalowi on ll.ii 

a'neea^l “ ™0- 

nf botli°l ^ *'’8'=l>ier, making common stock 

Blaec 1 ‘0 I’ask on another 

ga. leaving ns m undisturbed possession. 

amootVin m’" “"l T“""° 

’^ 1 ““ The ear m some 

aegree resembles a bullmsli. and the massr 

stead of hay. and are considered very nutnt?- 
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ouH for horses; the} nro culled Kerl)}. Sugur- 
ciitio IS also much c«ltnnto<l litre, mid is u very 


prott} crop, \Mtli its gmeeful pointed Icn^cs 
Chihes mid cotton nro APrj nhuiidnnt: the 
fonner, iiou being gntliored nnd laid on llic 
ground to drj, look at a distance hko a scarlet 
carpet, mid tho graceful castor-oil plant is 
much used for hedges Gourds and melons, 
nnd numerous grains both for oil and food, nro 
niso ciiltivntod Tliero nro large fires lighted at 
night, to keep the herds of vild jug out of the 
com, nnd nil daj men and bo}s, often mounted 
on httlo platforms, keep up the most diabolical 
noise to protect tlio crops from the depredations 


of birds 


Tiiralaj November 9 


The road asns ^oree than yesterday, 
after fifteen miles wo came to Kurnr, a large 
town on tho banks of a deep ^^do ri\ or, which 
we shall liave to cross to morrow So few 


travellers, excepting troops, ever are seen m 
this country that we create quite a sensation, 
aud tlio Mamlut dliar of the place sent his 
salaam and an offer of every assistance m his 
power to get our things over the nver^ I 
suppose the average would not exceed six 
private families in the jear, travellmg on this 
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the Gr^nd Trunk Road of the Bomb i\ Pre*)! 
dencT» and if c\er moving is made easier and 
more genont, some belter uctominodntioxi vsill 
have to be made, thin the acrj small and 
uncomfortable bungalows, winch, howc\er, 
have the ment of cleanliness Knrar is very 
prettily situated on a rock) height overhanging 
tbc nver, and has the remains of strong fortifi 
cabons , it possesses a doabtful clmrnctcr for 
loyalty, and ]^ana Sahib is the propnetor of a 
house hero ^Yc amused oursohes for fiomo 
timo during our evening alroU, watching tho 
country people from tho opposite bank carrying 
burthens through the ford into tho town, tho 
^ater being* up to their shonltlers ono woman 
ru particular, carrying something on her head, 
emerged from tho water, scantily but quite 
decently clotlied, and laying down her burthen, 
Bhe Tory quickly and* gracefully ivound her 
5arcc around her, (which she had earned lugh 
above the water m.hor liand,) and dropping tho 
wet cloth which had been bound round her 
hody, sho proceeded, dry and smart, to do her 
errand m tho town 

There is a very lai^o and handsome mosque, 
Situated in the centre of tlic principal bazaar, to 
a nearer mspection of which we were attracted 
by its tall and gracefnl rmnarels 
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■\\ t«lnc-iilajr, No\ cmbor 10 

Tho crossing of the morwns eficeltd ^v^tll 
great success, tho gnrtj homg placed in a 
largo flat-hottouiod boat, and tho bullochs 
STvnm over, irliilst onrliorscs wore led throngh 
tlio ford Tho road to Attcet (eighteen miles) 
IS very flat and {ircsomc, and c\trcmcly had, 
though tho distant Ghauts always afford pretty 
YioviS, Tho himgalow is well placed near some 
trees on tho hanks of a small stream 

3T)ur?tJay, NoTcmlcr 11 

A pretty ndo of ten miles along a nicely 
wooded valley, enclosed m an amphithcatro of 
fine hills, among which we wound, and emerged 
into another valloy on*thc other side, brought 
us to the pretty bttlc Station of Sattara, with 
its white bungaloivs and giecn trees Wo were 

met, on our amval, by Captain S , ’^bo 

most kindly undertook to entertain us, though 
total strangers, during our stay I was obhged 
in the first place to send for a doctor to pre- 
scribe for an inflamed eye, which had been 
giving me much pam and annoyance for some 
days past, and after applying a lotion, lyluch 
gave mo excruciatmg pam, I was ordered to put 
pn leeches They Tvere brought from the 
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Jiospitul for my nse, by the most horrible look- 
01(1 woman, who Is kept to ntteml to them, 
were tied np in a rag, wilh aomo lumps of 
“ “• The animals themselves were bright 
Pwn, with yellow stripes, quite a ililTerent 
me y from the black leeches, at Gairsupa, 
Wueh resemhled their English brethren ; how- 
“'>'1 <>i'l ‘l>Pir duty, and 

“y P“'°- “‘O 

seTth" ® “S to 

t™ of Sat- 

Dtisnn ^ f'’0o*’onahle practices is now onr 
to Uv?s “ ! “'O ffoooo is stiU allowed 

^*‘0 Darliar Hall is a splendid 
Partment, 150 feet long, lighted at night by 

sule^'"''’’“ 0>*an5clicrs, and along each 
mast wT oiroctof°which 

to 1 ri “ ■^0 nort went 

with roJ““f®“^“’ o’osely planted 

and , “ ooooa-nnt and betel-nut, palms 

flotem n r'’ ™=os rind otl.er 

wafe ia^ T ’ ■“ "'y P“™d 

wafe mterseetmg one another at right ahgles. 

Ponetrate,°andit°waB 

ehcionsly cool and rcfreslung. There are 

rolr^ TT 

Moms attached, and different little bungalows 
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two of wliicli coutam rooms, with walls and 
ceilings of looking glass Two other rooms 

are entiiely covered with water coloured pictures, 

portraits, some of them palpably the work of a 
French artist, wliilst others are native produc 
tions, but all, whether by European or Indian 
artists, represent the beauties of the Zenana as 
uliite, very fair • Fiom the gardenswe went to 
see the Eanee s stud, many of them splendid 
horses, and aU kept domg nothmg, m a fine 
range of clean any stables , and here we saw 
a baby elephant of three years old, whose boy 
mahout he was already learning to obey 

The palace stands m a handsome square of 
the native town of Sattara, the stieets of which 
generally are wider and handsomer than those 
of any I ha\e seen The situation is beautiful 
on sloping ground, overhung by a fort crowned 
rock, with all the roads lined by n^ ennes of fine 
trees, and lookmg over the green Station and 
across a wide plain, to the purple Ghauts 
bounding the horizon Dnving homewards 
we stopped to see a tunnel by means of wliicli 
a road has been earned tlirough a rock\ hill 
to the Tilloges m a valley on the other side, 
and the view was lovclj m the glow of sunset 
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Fn«lar, N’ovtmVr 12 

We remamed at Snttam to-tlaj, bijeiidiu" the 
time with our hospitable fnctuls, iitui it -was 
amusing to Bee the wonder cviiiccil 1>> thebabj, 
at finding liimsflf iii the midst of four hltle 
people of his own age and npwnrds, lie having 
endentlj hitherto considered liimself the only 
baby m the world. *In the c%cmng we drove 
to the foot of the hill on which the Fort is hmlt, 
and gelling into palkcos, were home tip a steep 
and narrow patli, and through tlio usual zigrag 
gateways to the interior, which is in gpod 
repair, and guarded by fine old towers Tho 
on each side is magnificent. The mlenor 
^ IS large, and contains many fine trees, and u 
palace where a tnrbnlcnt Rajah was imprisoned 
for eighteen years There arc also the mms of a 
Hindu Temple of great reputed sanctity, m 
front of which is a tank hteinlly Bwarming 
^th sacred fish, who arc considered too holy 
to be killed, and arc fed with grain twice a day 
^t the expense of Government Some nco was 
brought and thrown into the water, when it was 
a cunous sight to see the struggling mass of 
living creatures, fighting, leaping, splashing, 
and disputing over the grams of nee , absolutely 
millions of httle moving bodies ’ This Fort 
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capitulated to qui foiCGS aftci a fe^\ da^s siege 
in 1818, since wlucli time the Eajahsivere per 

nutted to enjoy a nominal sovereignty under our 

protection till last yeai, when, finihng that the 
Eajah and Ins hiother weie extensively con 
eemed m tho rebellion in the noith west, they 
ere seized and sent pnsoneis to Bombay 

« 

, Saturday, ITovember 13 

"We agam set forward on our travels, though 
rather later than usual, being delayed by horse 
dealing transactions, which resulted m the 
purchase of a tattoo, tho road crossed the 
plam and giadually ascended to a higher level, 
it was very good, the nullahs being crossed by 
fine bridges, just wh«t the rest of the toad 
ought to be, and tho views either vay very 
pretty Our stage was fourteen miles to 
Deewa, where the bungalow is prettily situated 
in a grove of fine trees 'We found it occupied 
by a party of dragoons Bringing horses to Sat 
tara, but they soon pitched their tents, and got 
out of our way In one of tho rooms there 
remamed a poor sick young Enghsliman, « 
clerk m the telegraph department, vho v-ns 
proceodmg qmto alone to Poona, and was pro 
strato witli foicr He was icrj grateful for 
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some (pmino wliich I gave liim, nnd before 
ong Avas able to continne Iiis journey in bis 
Jory. After a pleasant stroll in the evening 
W retired to bed as usual, but not to rest, for 
ougli in this country one gets so entirely ae- 
ous omed to tbe presence of rats and mice that 
fu. think little about them, still the noise of 
me lung gnawing and munching was so extra- 
wn 1°^’ orro oil up to see by 

lea^ Iro caused, and we beheld 

creature °° ““ lavdecoute, a 

cscanT ’’® ““d® 

• ereS a ° a ^0®^-P‘“®. ^ve 

canwf I, P®°'^®rous bomcadc, consisting of 
rp -bags, hooks, and every thing sohd we 
P®--e<l, first taking care to^pnt tL remaii: 

once Lr?'’"i ““‘1 «'®“ 

■ Alas iTll “> ™» ‘I*® ®>®0Py god : 


SsW th^’n^" 7“"“® Bmalle7Te?^ 
our re“t ^“Salow determined to prevent 

» November 14. 

We rode twenty-one miles into Neera Bridge 

batron country I ever saw, absolutely nothing 
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green to be seen, except a few stunted young 
trees planted % the roadside We descended 
a steep Ghaut from the plateau on which Deewa 
IS situated, and forded a wide nverat Neera, the 
bridge having been broken for some years, and 
no steps taken to repair it The bungalow is 
very small and dusty, close to the high road, 
witii a few wretched Tiuts around it 

Monday, November 15 

A vehicle, misnamed a phaeton, which we 
had ordered to meet us here, to take us straight 
into Poona, m advance of our baggage, arrived 
durmg the night, and at dawn, loadmg it with 
all necessary articles, and accompamed by the 
ayah, and one servant, we took our seats, and 
prepared for a start Tlie horses howe^ er were 
of a different mind, and after endnnng for a 
quarter of an hour sundry violent plunges, 
haclangs, and turnings, having an unniment 
tendency to upset or break the crazy vehicle, 
we got out till the point at issue between beasts 
and dnver should be settled One of the 
animals evinced so. decided an objection to 
leaving the village, tliat at last wo insisted on 
bavin" him changed, and then -wero enabled 
to proceed on our way We stopped to break 
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fwt at Jcejura, a ^nllago full of fine trees, 
V ^ nses a steep rock, cro\viicd by a 
Keiratcd temple dedicated to some of tho 
es ntes of tlio Hindus, and supported by a 
pant from tho Engbsb Government I I At tho 
ex stage, Sassoor, ivo saw the nuns of a fine 
palace of Nana Saliih’s, and further on a 
rong Fort at tho foot of a range of lulls, 
e ween two of which we gently ascended, and 

ot Poo'T 

S ^-7 as 

the Inn 1 “c™® months ago We found, by 

kmdness of our old ihends, our foriner 

«ady nn °"«a«Pt>on, and servants 
ga J ''® of 0” bag 

m the field somewhere m the direction of 

“f the’cerf°l'’f'‘i®^®^ *“ cavalry division 
me Central Indian Field Force 
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CHAPTER XII. 

JOUBjrrf TO AltMEDVUOOEIt — TOiTB OP Tltt’ SISTEllS 
pnErAKATIOVB TOJl ACTITT SFllTICE — UtrABTURE OP 
CAPTAIN r\.OET — BOLITAHT LITE — SUlUtOVED TO 
unow — STABT AGAIN — JUKOLE PETER — THE EIlERl-S 
ARBITAi AT lIALtrOAWM — CnBlSTlUS ETI 

Fnday, Nopembcr 19 

The last three days have been spent m laying 

m a stock of neccss/tnes for L to take into 

the field, and m worries and difficnlties without 
number, connected with our servants, who 
almost all refuse to go a step farther, and no 
fresh ones from this place can be induced to go' 
up country. "We hod to threaten the contxmja- 
cious with flogging, and bribe them by the 
promise of double wages. At tins moment, 
with the immense influx of European troops 
into the country, it is very difficult to get any 
respectable servants, as the very lowest and 
most disreputable caste think it easy to impose 
on fresh comers, and flounslung wntten charac ^ 
ters are easily bought m the bazaar. Our 
carts arrived ou Wednesday, and the things 
transferred to fresh vehicles were sent on again 
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y&lcraay, -n-hile wo arc oraerca to proccca 
Pos toAtoeanngger, — anselcss expense, as wo 
West wait there for horses ana baggage. Ac- 
cordingly wo loft Poona in a phaeton at six 
■ ™ “ornifig. ana travellca all any over a wiao 
P in tlu-ongh a most uninteresting country, 
occasionally cultiyatca, bnt often barren ana 
cny, ana always ary, brown, ana ansty. The 
rtio Ecoa, except at occasional aips into 
ahont ^ rixers. Wo chnngca horses at 
Btaw »i><l at OTCiy socona 

aho , arrowroot wnrmca for baby, 

twTS’ cliaractcr of a gooa traveller, 
alnt^! ‘’“c 

emnlnv ‘^'=Vcnt with the crazy vehicles 

heariirfs°“ ™ ^'■0 

ticn1, 1 fortunate to escape, par- 

“ ‘o fouhts 

eieas'mrr “‘orery stage requirea 

\ ®®rernl times taken off. 

BtaUon 

.nZ ‘o oUow of the boat being 

about ‘tore was a difficulty 

bout the horses drawing the carriage tlirou«h 
he very soft deep sand of which the bottom°is - 
omposed, so they were taken off, and we were 
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drawn down a Btocp bank, tlirongh the river, 
and np the opposite side, by about twenty shou - 
ing, cUattoring Coolies, innocent of garments, 
and vociferous for backsbish. Towards eve 
ning wo approached Bomo liiUs, guite a re e 
aitcT the monotony of the plain, and about 
eight o’clock, by the light of a glorious moon, 
wo entered the Station of Ahmcdnugg6^» 
abounding in fine trees, and appearing like an 
oasis in the desert; and were hospitably received 
at the bungalow of tho Brigadier commanding* 
The distance from Poona, wliich we had been 
fourteen hours in performing, is about seventy 
miles. ^ 

Saturday, NoTember 

We do not know how to settle our plans ; 
appears as if I conld not accompany L— 
any farther, as he will have to put his baggage 
on tattoos, and travel faster than the bullock- 
gary with baby, could keep up ; then it 
quite uncertain where his troop is, no one here 
has any intelligence, and the last news of Tan- 
tia Topee is, that he is in the neighbourhood of 
Asseerghur, which is on the direct route between, 
this place and Mhow. If I remain here I fear 
I shall have difficulty in getting a house, as 
they are very scarce, and the first choice be* 
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ongs to ofBcora quartorea in tho Station. I 
“^ghts of pushing on to Aurengahaa, hnt 
““"sed against it, as tho numhor of.Euro- 
Pcan troops is very smaU there, and the Station 
s considered somewhat nnprotected. We wont 

m ^ whom wo had Imown 

cona, and found her livmg m such a pretty 

p!!?’ ““‘T. like a house in 

o and. The two sitting-rooms of lici house 

caM^Thr^'’! ’"g*! 

bcml (1 » tradition of their 

daiwW grand- 

m ®“P«r“r Anrenzeh, who 

of rrn^“^ ??" other (hod 

one . 1 ^ '>''°Salow IS attached to them on 

El»na’ hedrooms, and the whole 

trees ^ 1? “ garden, surroimded with fine 
’ “'“’“t a mile from the cantonment. 

> 

.. Monday, November 22 

ciRhT^, his tent and baggage packed on 
PicLa ?!; '■‘“‘“g- 'rh.ch were 

Ltd, i g““ra-room, m the 

noadiers Compoimd; and yet, dnnng the 
e t then oiraers had contnved to decamp 
them, and were nowhere to be found this 
monung-so greatly do the natives dishke bemc 
\ 2 • o 
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sent ^viUi (vn officer on Bcmco To day a fresh 
lot had to bo pressed, and pomes bought for eacli 
of the. sen ants, ivho, notwithstanding them 
creaso in their pay promised to them nt Poona, 
hero rebelled again, and demanded ponies, 
warm clothes, and field hatta — all nhicli c 
mands an unfortunate officer is perfectly help 
less to refuse Wo were very busy packmg the 

haggago—hoping to send it, and the servants, 
off at night , hnl when evening come on, th6y 
begged to delay their departure till the mom 
mg, from fear of the ItolullaB, a predatory tnbe, 
who aro up on tho frontier of tho Nizam s tern 
toty, between this and Anrengabad 

Tuesday NoTcmber 23 

After a great deal of annoyance and wony, 

we heard of a house here, and L and 

went to see it, and agreed it was best to take 
it for me — though it is gloomy and dirty enong 
— and it will be some dajs before I can get into 
it We then drove to see some pieces of fur 
nitnre belonging to a person leaving tho Sta 
tion, and selected a few tnfles for my house 
The evening was hot and stifling, and a DJik 

bnlloek gary arrived to convey L to Auren 

gab^ this we packed with mattrass an 
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pillows, BO ns to form a not nncomfortablo bed ; 
md at eight o’clock wo -Imd ngnin to part — 
or the third time this year — bo, to encounter 
0 uncertainties of a lonely jonmev tlirongb 
an enemy’s country, and I, left a stranger 
among strangers, to set up my solitary homo. 

a near that Tantia Topee lias again eluded 
OM forces ; and, passing to the westward, now 
atens Dhoolia. His infantry have loft him ; 
^ a force consists of cavalry and elcpbants. 

a has issued a proclamation, calling upon the 
^gars to rise and destroy the Sahibs, and 
BnpT° Protection, if they afford him 


Wednesday, December 15 . 

"^oaks have afforded little 
nhy of aaUy record, or of interest, to any 
27M ^ rooved into my bouse on the 

mZ, ^“™“'>or; and my daily life was as 
“w “ ‘‘ ia’ possible to 

mvTi' enjoyment consisted in 

y daUy ndes— m which I explored most of 
he country within two or three mUes of the 
antonment, took many sketches, and found 
™y horse a true and faithful companion. There 
are many 6ne ruins of the Muhammedan dynasty 
'U the neighbourhood of Ahmednugger—tho 
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t^VD principal of wWcJi nro the palnco of the 
• Ferifibagli, situatc<l on im island m a tank? hi 
tlio cciitro of parWike grounds, and the two 
mins at the Cticcsticbagh — both picturesque-^ 
and probabl}* remains of kioslcs, or hunting- 
boxes. I %Tas DOTcr able to accomplish an cs- 
pcdilion to Salabat Khan’s tomb — an extensive 
ruin, on a lino hill, from whence the view is 
said to be magnificent ; but the distance was 
too groat for ino to venturo tliitlier unaccom- 
panied. I had few acqaamtanco in Ahmed' 
imggor, and mj life was very lonely; and the 
delays and mismanagement of tiio postal ar- 
rangements were the canse of much anxiety to 
mo : for, though my husband wrote to me con* 
stantly, I very rarely received a letter from 
bim ; nor did ho get those I despatched to him 
daily — till montfis oiler date — with one or two 
exceptions. All I could gather was, that he 
was still journeying as rapidly as possible m 
pursuit of his troop, which, like a Will-o’-the* 
wisp, seemed continually to elude him — the 
fact being, that Tontia Topee continued to lead 
our columns such an eccentric dance, it was 
never known with any certainty where any of 
them might be to-morrow. There were a good 
many other ijrass widows, besides myself, m 



812 


LIFE IN INDIA. 


the rebels, with some fljing column, in total 
unconsciousness of his hereavemont. 

The native city of Alimcdnugger is enclosed 
^Yithin n wall, and boasts many handsome tombs 
and mos(ines witlun its circuit, as well as some 
of the widest and cleanest streets often seen in 
Indian towns. Tho Collector’s bungalow is 
situated just within tho gates, and stands in a 
beautiful garden. There is something vbry sad 
in tho veiy numerous monumental remains of 
tho Muhammedan conquerors of tho Deccan — 
grand old tombs, and splendid mosques — the 
names of those, to whose memory they were 
erected, being completely swept away — except 
in two or three instances, such as ‘ * The Sisters ’ ’ 
— and the tomb of a favourite horse, which was 
pointed out to me the other day. 

On first settling in my bungalow, I set myself 
to work to unpack and tidily re-arrange my own 
and my busband’s things; which latter, packed 
by his native servant, were miracles of confusion. 
In each drawer, or box, I found a sample of each 
article of clothing — ^boots, shirts, coats, socks, 
and handkerchiefs ; boots always uppermost, 
and unpapered. It took me a good day’s work 
to set things in order. One evening I amused 
myself by superintending the shoeing of my 
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■bulloelis; vrlucli opemlion was conducted in 
tUe following manner : — A. long piece of ropo 
was made fast to tho boms, and the other end 
past round tho animal’s itaist, with a turn 
round tho off hind, and near fore-foot : this 
was gradually tightened, and tho bullock al- 
lowed himself to he gently drawn into a sitling 
posture. Slowly his head went down, which 
was immediately sat upon hy an assistant ; and 
three of Ins legs were Ucd ttfgcthcr in a knot, 
and then the shoeing-smith proceeded to affix 
a narrow plate of iron to each portion of the 
divided Uoofe — the poor animal all the timo 
ttmiing up his ej'os with on air of helpless 
resignation, ludicrous to witness. 

"Whilst looking on at this operation, I was 
attracted by another curions native work, going 
on in my Compound. This was the re-tinning 
of my cooMng-pots, which is requisite to be per- 
formed every three or four weeks in this coun- 
try. A man was squatted down before a small 
. charcoal fixe ; over which he held, with a pair 
of tongs, the copper vessel requiring to be 
tinned, till it was red-hot ; then, sprinkling it 
over with a few grains of powdered tin, ho 
rubbed it all over mth his hand, with a piece 
of rag dipped in salt. The inside was done by 
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not long Bnrvivc, ninl loll n littlo orplian Mode 
lamb to tho care of llio goat. 

At Inst, oil this tiny, I)ccombcr25lh, I beard 
of mj' IniBbaiuVR nnivnl at ^fliow, afler a 
tedious and most fatiguing march, going some 
days as much ns forty-fivo miles. His travels 
TN'cro by no moaus over, as tlio troop seemed 
ns far off ns over, but in Iho mean time ho gavo 
mo permission to follow him to, Mliow ns soon 
ns I could,, (whence the communication ^'itli tho 
field forces is much easier than here,) leaving 
tho route culirely to mo. I was delighted at 
tho prospect of getting oven bo much nearer 
to him, but much perplexed how to choose tho 
best manner of going. My inclinations rather 
pointed to the Aurengabnd road, principally 
from tho hope of seeing tho caves of EUoiu 
and Ajunta ; hut there w^s no doubt that tho 
journey through tho Bohilln country was rather 
a risk for a lady nlonc, and unarmed. How- 
ever, I applied for escort, and introductions at 
tho different Stations, tliinking to start in about 
a week. In tho evening I dined out for tho 
first time sinco I had been at Alunednuggor, 

and amongst the company met with Dr. S , 

the Inspector-General of hospitals in the Bom- 
bay Presidency, who, >vith liis wife and her 
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brother, (a young ofTiccr on sick leave,) was 
passing tlirough Alwnctlnngger on Jiia tour of 
inspections. Tlicy heard ray story, and com- 
passionating my solitary* position, most kindly 
offered to escort mo as far as Dlioolia, if I 
would consent to going that way, and if I could 
bo ready to start on the next morning but one. 
The offer was too good to bo refused, so I • 
determined to see what energy and a deter- 
mined will could accomplish, even with native 
servants, the greatest difficulty being to procure 
carriage, which generally requires bespeaHug 
for several days before it is wanted. 

Thursday, December 10. 

I sat up the greater part of the night, 
writing letters for the English Mail, and 
malung arrangements* (which were all carried 
out in the course of the day,) for the sale of my 
few articles of furniture, the purchase of bul- 
locks, and hire of carts and tattoos, besides 
getting rid of my bungalow, hiring and fright- 
ening refractory servants, as some of mine were 
sick, and some refused, as usual, to go ; I also 
had to provide for the tending of tho poor httle 
sick pony, and to see to the packing of all my 
things. By hard work this was all aceom- 
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the rag being held in a pair of pincers. The 
whole process was very rapid, and 'the vessels 
came ont looldng as bright as silver. 

There was. a grand fete given by the principal 
natives at Alimedniiggcr to celebrate the assump- 
tion of the Government of India by Queen 
Victoria ; but, by tho accounts w’e hear, the Pro- 
clamation is very erroneously understood by most 
classes of natives. I have it from the Collector of 
a largo district, that many told liim they thought 
tho English meant to ask pardon for their op* 
pressiona ; ^rililst others think our jndges and 
magistrates, are to be replaced by natives, and 
the late holders of Enam lands nourish a hope 
of having them restored : in short, there is no 
end to the absurd blunders and expectations 
which the mei-e fact of a Proclamation, read in a 
manner they cannot understand, has called forih. 

There is a strong fort at Alunednugger, 
in good repair, and garrisoned by some of the 
18th Koyal Irish. On one side may be seen 
traces of a breach, by which the Duke of Wel- 
lington entered it ; and outside is a large tree, 
under which ho is said to have brenldasted on 
the morning of the assault. One morning, I 
was sitting at my usual employments, and the 
baby playing on the carpet 'with bis bearer. 
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close to me, wlien mditcnly tlio man jnmpcil 
up, rushed tiirough the open Viindow into the 
verandah, tore down a pieco of the troHis-worl:, 
and commenced violently heating on the ground. 

I could not imagine vrhat was the matter, till, 
on approaching, I aaw him destroying a largo 
snahe, wliieh was just ontaido, within two yards 
of thohahy. Ilwas red on tho hack, and white un- 
derneath, and the man said was very venomons. 

The four-footed portion of my estahlish- 
ment did not prosper at Ahmcdnnggor. My 
horse was for long nnwcU with a congli ; and 
one day hahy's pretty little pony, who had 
marched in safely all these long miles from 
Dharwor, incautiously ventured to approach 
some green meal, wliich tho hnllocks were 
eating ; when the smaller of tho two, who has 
always been vicious and spitefnl, ran at tho 
poor little talloo, and ripped up his side. It 
was immediately sown up and bandaged ; and 
I placed it under tho earo of a native doctor, 
who applied poultices of leaves and strange 
looking salves, and gave hopes of its nllimato 
recovery. The very day of this accident, a 
pel sheep wo had long had got into the stahlo, 
where she was seised and shaken hy tho horse ; 
and afterwards so badly lacked, that she did 
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pliBhccl in the course of tlio day, and in the 
evening I vrent doi\’n to dine and sleep at the 

F s’. After dinner we all walked up to my 

house, 'and found the native sen'ants and 
garywallahs all sitting down talking, and doing 
nothing, while boxes and parcels strewed 
the ground in every direction. Thanks to 

Dr. F 'b energy, they were soon roused, 

and the packing of the carts and tattoos was 
finished by ten o’clock p.m. when they were 
despatched on their first day’s march. 

• Friday, Deoembcp 17. 

I sent ofi" the ganj with baby and his 
attendants early, and then mounting my horse 
I rode to the Post-oCBce, and had the happiness 
of receiving one English letter, and then, 

joining my kind friendl*. Dr. S and his 

hrother-in-law, rodo with them sixteen miles to 
Singwa, the first bungalow on the Malligaum- 
road, which is prettily situated in a grove of 
fine tamarind trees on the banks of a nnllah. 
The road was ugly enough, over an arid plain, 
relieved in one part by the descent of a pictm-- 
esque Ghaut. The rest of the party, consisting 

of Mrs. S and her nice little boy of three 

years old, the ayah, and a large black Persian 
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c-it, performed the journey in n fonr-Tvlicelcd 
dog-C'xrt, dmvm liy n pair of horses, and fitted 
■with a -white hnen aTraing to keep off the sun. 
AVe overlook them on tho top of the lull, 
Bomethmg being amiss with one of tho wheels, 
which will necessitate sending back tho carnage 
to Ahmednugger for repairs, and il will haio to 
make a forced journey to overtako ns, wlule in 
the mean lime it is fortunate that there is my 
hnllock cart for thensc of the parly An even- 
mg stroll along tho nver bank, with tca’in tho 
moonhght , and some reading and w orking , occu- 
pied tho hours pleasantly till bedtime 

Saturday, December 18 

“We were up betimes, having a long march to 
perform I rode my own horse the first half, 

and Mrs S kindly lent hers to me, for the 

last part of the journey , he is a beautiful bay 
Arab, vnth showy action The road took us 
over a dreary plam, with a few and hills m the 
distance, and is crossed at frequent mtervals by 
nullahs, and by two or three nvers, which m 
tho rainy reason axe probably considerable, but 
tbe water in only one of which reached to the 
horses’ knees We accomphshed the distance 
to Kolar, twenty two miles, in three hours, 
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where the bungalow is n largo one, standing 
near some fmo trees, outside a once strong but 
now ruinous village ; but the general aspect of 
the country* is a mass of dust, ns far ns the eye 
can reach. The party in the bullock-parj; 
did not get over their journey so satisfactorily, 
being six hours nccompliehing it, ns one of my 
newly-purchased bullocks proved n bad bargain, 
refusing to go out of a walk, and sitting down 
whenever he was beaten. The evenings and 
momitlga are now very cold, and we were glad 
to take a brisk walk to warm ourselves, and to 
sit wrapped in shawls for the rest of the even- 
ing. Mrs. S has a Hindu ayah, who is 

unhappily married to a dnmkcn worthless hus- 
band. She one day told her mistress that she 
could not believe in the goodness of the Supreme 
Being, as He permitted so many wicked people 
to live on in the world, adding, that every 
night she prayed to her god to taJee away her 
husland, and yet her prayers were still un-* 
answered, and he lived to torment her ! 

Monday, December 20. 

We remained yesterday at Kolar, and leaving 
it at half-past six this morning, rodo thirteen 
miles and a half to Kaharree, over an ugly, bare 
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country. Tlio made road ceased at Kolnr, and 
tbo track to-day \7as in places very rough, fre- 
quently running along the bed of a slrcam. I 
had a pair of bullocks from ono of the carls 
pul into my ganj to-day, and they answered 
better than tho slow ones I brought from Ah- 
mednugger. Baharrcc is ft considerable town, 
'with a Fort and palace, and is situated in a 
rather more liabitablc-looking spot, than most 
in this part of tho counliy. Near tho bnnga- 
low, shaded by fine trees, is r largo templo, 
where puss enjoyed great sport among tbo rats 
and mice. The clouds of dust along tbo road 
were Ycry annoying to-day. During tho morn- 
ing I sallied forth with* my sketch-book, and 
was suddenly obliged to tako*to my heels, and 
beat a speedy retreat into a field, for, twirling 
and whirling in front of mo, camo, advancing 
with fearful rapidity — (start not, ladies and 
gentlemen) — a devill Oht gentle readers of 
these truthful pages, I entreat you jump not 
hastily to the conclusion that the imps of his 
* Satanic lllajesty stalk in bodily form through 
this benighted land, but know that, in Anglo- 
Indian parlance, a devil, is a whirlwind of dust, 
which, unless you flee from it in timCv will fill 
your eyes, nose, and month with fine sand, 

Y . 
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cover every pore of yonr slun, and every tlirejid 
of your clothing, and toi-ment yon little less 
than its namesake tortured the good St. An- 
thony. 

Tuesday, December 21. 

A ride of twelve miles this morning* over an 
ugly country, chieBy cultivated, hut in parts 
covered with a low jungle of the Babool thorn,' 
brought us to Kopeigaum, situated on the 
banks of the Godavery, now containing very 
little water in its wide bed. Instead of the 
Government pattern bungalow, travellers are 
here accommodated in an old palaco of the 
Peiahwa’e, situated amongst all tho native 
filth in the outskirts Of tho village, tho interior 
vying in dirt with tho ontside I Tho floors 
were inches tliick in dost, wliich rose in clouds 
as wo walked about them, and though a largo 
building, it contained only two private rooms, 
and tho one appropriated to my uso was so 
pervaded with dreadful odours; that I had my 
mattress and baby's spread in tho dost of tho 
great common room, whero wo passed tho 
night in tho company of birds and bats, and 
many smaller and more obnoxious animal.*?. 
One of tho gentlemen mado a sliooting cxctir- 
siop up tho banks of tho Godavery, which, a 
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few miles higher, ho averred were very pictiir- 
csqne. His sport only consisted of ono wild- 
flnek, hnt vre saw flights of wild geeso as we 
travelled on, and frequently parties of the 
graceful little antelope orhlnck buck trotting 
over the plain. At this place died about three 
months ago, a little child hclonging to a lady I 
* had scon at Ahmednugger. The parents were 
jo^imeying from hibow, and at that time of 
year the fever in the Sindwa jungles is most 
deadly; the poor cluld caught it and died 
witlun a fortnight, at this desolate place. "Wo 
went in the evening to visit its grave, wliich is 
side by side with that of*n yonng officer w*ho 
died in 1830, They arc buried on a little 
mound in the middle of a field overshadowed by 
a hahool bush, and surrounded by a hedge of 
pricMy pear ; two ugly Mnhammcdan-looldng 
whitewashed monuments disfigure the graves of 
the soldier and the child. 

A party of native police were quartered in 
our palace, one of whom as sentry paced up and 
down all night in the court. A detachment of a 
N.I. regiment is also constantly encamped here : 
the wretched officerat present commanding it, has 
been for six months the only European in this 
. abode of dirt and squalor ! We are now in the 

V 2 
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country pf tlio Bhocls, those queer little people 
who carry hows and arrows, and live in holes 
in the ground, hut who are nevertheless so 
fierce and warlike that military surveillance is 
necessary to keep them in tolerahlo order, ^d 
even then they periodically break out, and give 
a great deal of trouble. 

• Wednesday, December 22. 

Bight glad were wo to leave our dirty palace 
tins morning; and wo cantered over sixteen 
miles and a half of good soft road to SaT\Tirgann, 
in two hours. A range of fine hills bounded 
the horizon ; which, •becoming more distinct as 
we approached them, showed curious black lines 
of volcanic rock running straight across them 
— the level of the strata exactly correspond- 
ing in each hill, with the one next to it. 
Little conical rocks, resembling tents, surmount 
several of the summits ; and there are four forts, . 
crowning difierent hills, called Nunky, Tunl^, 
Allock, and Pallock — ^thia sort of alliteration 
being very common among the Indian names. 

We passed through a considerable town to- 
day, called Yewla, where a large silk-weaving 
manufactory is carried on. The silk is not 
grown in this neighbourhood, but imported from . 
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Bombay ; wliithcr, vrlien woven, it is retnrne3 
for sale. It Bccms bo ctinons, Ibat, instead of 
tlio weavers establishing themselves near a 
depot of raw material, the articlo shouid bo 
transported all the way to tliis distant place, 
(to which there is no road, and, in conse- 
quence, during the rainy season tlio track is 
frequently impassable,) to be manufactured. 
The yoke of my garij was broken to-day — 
and the bullocks lost their shoes — ^which neces- 
sitated sending back to Yowln for assistance ; 
as tho village, neat which the small dirty bun- 
galow is situated, is a very poor place, nhero 
wo have difSculty even in procuring firewood 
for cooking, and forage for tho horses and 
cattle. 

Thursday, December 23. 

I awoke at some small hour in tho middle of 
the night ; and, getting up and dressing, called 
the servants, and started off the baby and his 
attendants in the as we had a very long 
doubje march to perform. I then lay down tifi 
the rest of tho party were stirring ; and we 
started about six. The road — ox, rather, track 
— ^was execrable, full of holes and rocks ; and 
led between two of the hills, which, crowned by 
natural walls of black rock, scarped to the 



32G 


Lire IN INDIA. 


very sommits, were Burmounted by forts, per- 
fectly impregnable to any assault, except by 
shelling the interior. It was here that, a few 
months ago, one of our field forces got en- 
tangled in the jungle, and suffered a repulse at 
the hands of the Bheels ; when one officer was 
killed, and another wounded. The bases of 
the hills are covered by a very picturesque 
jungle of the large bushy cactus, covered with 
interlacing creepers. A few miles along a narrow 
track, among the masses of rock and bushes, 
brought us to the bungalow at Munmar, where 
we found our relay of horses. There are works 
in progress here for the line of railway intended 
to connect Bombay with Central India; which, 
when completed, will, no doubt, tend to civilize 
this wild tract of country. There are pickets 
of police and native' troops posted in every 
direction, and a troop of sotcars was encamped 
at Munmar. ' • 

Mounting our fresh steeds, we rode the 
next stage to Julgaum; in all, twenty^threo 
miles from our last sloeping-place. The 
path was through a wild hill-countiy — uncul- 
tivated, and apparently uninhabited — as far as 
the eye could reach; though, doubtless, con- 
taining many a tribe of marauding Blieols, as 
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wild as the hears and tigers, who slmro Iho 
jimglo with them. \Yc ascended one of the 
rocky ridges, and descending a steep and aho- 
minahlo road on the other side, reached the 
hnngalow of our destination ; which, though 
h-mall and hot, was a trifle cleaner than nsnal. 
The ^ago near was a more clnstcr of mud 
huts, of tlio most wretched description, where 
we were fortunate in procuring a little milk — 

■ no eggs or other articles of food being procur- 
able; hut of this we were indopendeni— car- 
rying every thing with ns — like all travellers in 
the wilds of India. On the ontsido of all the 
villages may bo seen largo enclosures, formed 
hy thick, high fences, of dead thorny hushes, 
into which the cattlo. are driven at night, fo 
preserve them from tho attacks of wild beasts. 

Fndaj, Decemticr 24. 

■We rode twelve miles into the Station of 
Malliganm this morning over a jungly plain. 
There are plenty of trees, which make the place 
look green and pretty, and on all sides a dis- 
tant riow of picturesque hills. A fine old Fort 
is situated neat the native town ; in the intri- 
cacies of which we found ourselves entangled, 
^ when endeavouring to find tho Travellers’ Bun- 
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galow. We had a ■wide river to ford — which is 
crossed by the Grand Trunk road from Bom- 
bay, by two handsome bridges — one consisting 
of twenty arches. The Bale Bungalow is very 
dirty and hot ; and one room was occupied by 
an officer coming down from IVIhow, who in- 
formed me that tho road thither was guarded by 
outposts of our troops tho whole way, I found 
no letters here from my husband, as I expected, 
but received much civility from one of his 
brother officers, who is quartered at this Station ; 
and who, though a perfect stranger to both of 
us, sent to offer every assistance* in his power 
to help mo on my journey. 

I had not been feeling quite well for a day or 
two ; and this evening, on our return from 
a stroll, I was seized with shiverings, and 
went to bed, feeling thorouglily ill. I had 
given my Portuguese ayah leave to'’ go to 
the midnight mass at tho Roman Catholic 
Chapel; and she and tho other Portuguese 
servants sot off about eleven o’clock. When 
baby awoke, he missed his accustomed nurse ; 
mi, to pacify him, I had to get up, and 
wtdk about for most of tho night, wliich was 
bitterly cold. - The ayah came back for a 
short time onco in tho night, sajmg no priest 
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had arrived to perform the servico; hut, to- 
wards daybreak, sho set forth again, and was 
again disappointed. The question ocenned to 
mo, wheUier any of ns, who think ourselves so 
enlightened, would in simple faith have taken 
the trouble these poor halthcathcn Portuguese 
did, to perform what they considered an ac- 
ceptable act of worship. 
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CHAPTER Xin. 

SEIZED Wim TT.T.T TEsa — COMPELLED TO TRATEl W A 

FALKEE — DIFFICULTIES ABOUT BEABEliS SOLITABT 

JOUEJTEr — PASSAGE OF THE TAPTEE OUEAETnT 

JTOGLES — OUTPOSTS — EDfD BECEPTIOX CB0S3 THE 

KEBBUDDA — ABRXTE AT MDOW. 

Saturday — Ckristaios-dsy. 

There is a pretty little cbnrcli at Llalligaum, 
■where we attended the mommg service ; but it is 
very small, and the larger portioA of the troops 
had to remain ontside in the porch. * There 
was no second service. I felt very unwell all 
day ; and at this season the thoughts of home 
depressed me much — thus isolated from all I 
love, in a strange land. 

Friday, December 31. 

On Sunday, after attending morning service 
in the church, I was suddenly seized with severe 
inflammation in my side, and escruemting pain, 
as of a knife sticking into mo, accompanied by 
great oppression of Ibo breath. Mild remedies 
having no eflect, tlxe next day I was severely 
leeched and blistered; but the pain was very 
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lilUo ftbiteil, ami I could not turn or move 
■witbout assistance I was most fortunate to 

1)0 under the care of Dr. S , ivlioso ability 

was cfiDol to bis bindnoss ; and be and Ins ex- 
cellent wife nnrsed and tended mo, as if I bad 
been tlieir own relation. We bad removed on 
the afternoon of Clmslmas Daj, from the dirtj, 
unbcaltby Travellers’ Bungalow, to an cm^ity 

one m tbe Station, wbicb was lent to Dr. S 

for a few days *, but, unfortunately for me, my 
bedroom nas only eeparated from the sittmg- 
room by a screen — and, m my stato of weakness 
and fever, tbis was very trying Dr. S’ — - 
londly arranged to stay as long as 1 was unfit 
to be moved, and, as monntmg my borso 
would be out of tbe question fox a long time, 
bo bought a i)alKcc for mo, winch was luckily 
, for sale m tbe Station Tbe greatest difficulty 
IS m procuring bearers, as they bavo been ear- 
ned off from all parts of the country to bo at- 
tached to the army, to cany the sick and 
wounded, and there aro none to bo bad here 
I am, however, promised to be lent some by 
the Commisaanat officer, as litr as Dbooba 
I bad tbe bappmess to day of at last heonng 
from my husband , who ivas still endeavouring 
to catch bis troop, and was then (the 14tb) 
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traTGrsing the country olonc, mounted on a 
camel, having outstripped all liis eervants and 
camp equipage. Hearing from him that posi- 
tively no fumituro is to he had .at Mhoiv, I 
determined on buying the absolutely necessaiy 
articles hero of a gentleman who is selling his, 
previously to liis departure ; and acpordingly, in 
my sick-bed, marked a list of the things most 
wanted, and had an extra cart loaded with 
them. I was able to sit up a little this even- 
ing j but the soreness of my side is very pain- 
ful — and I dread tbe journey, which is to be 
begun again to-morrow. 

Saturday', Januar7 1, 1850, 

In pain and restlessness I took leave of 
the old year, hoping that the now one, wliich 
begins so unpropitiously, may bo more blessed 
in its continuance. I was glad to receive 

the news this morning that L ’b long chase 

^va3 over, and that he had joined Colonel 
Somerset’s dirision, in the field, not very far 
from Jowrali, on the 16th, but he had received 
none of my letters since November 29tb, which 
was a source of great annoyance. Some dhoohj- 
bearers arrived to cany my pallcc, and about 
eight o’clock I was lifted into it, and bore the 
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motion tetter than I expected, tliongli it is a 
wearying way of travelling, and actually took 
tlireo hours to porfoim the short stage of eight 
nnles to GhiCalwal. I felt stronger to-day, and 
was ahlo to sit up a UUlo, and I discovered that 
the plaister of plantain leaves which had been 
applied to cool the wonnd on my side, had had 
a contrary effect, and drawn a second blister, 
which occasioned the tortnre I had been suffer- 
ing the last few days. I had been unable to 
sit up and attend to myself, and my ayah had 
never discovered this. Such is the stupidity of 
native servants. 

Sunday, January 2. 

We journeyed twelve miles this morning, to 
a place called Arvee. The country, during 
both days’ travel, has been entirely desolate and 
uncultivated ; a wide, wide plain of sand, scat- 
tered over with low bushes, with here and there 
low conical hills rising up like gigantic tents 
to break the monotony. No living thing conld 
bo seen for miles and nules, except the almost 
continuons stream of carts and pack animals 
along the one broad road, carrying maUriel to 
the front, for the use of the army. There are 
plenty of wild beasts in these wastes, but they 
keep concealed in their ljurs by day, but afford' 
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excellent sport to the adventurous sportsmen 
TN’ho take the tronhlo of pursuing them, ^alf- 
■way in our stage to-day a road branched off to 
Asseerglmr, and there Tras a native halting- 
place, a T7ell, a mosque, two or three stunted 
trees, a sort of stable for men or horses, and 
enclosures, well bushed round, for cattle. 

Arvee is situated at the foot of some grand •> 
and wild-looking abrupt lulls, and there are 
some splendid banyan trees near the bungalow. 
The native village is a very wretched-looldng 
one, but strongly walled, and there is. a large 
durmsalaf or shed, to accommodate native 
travellers. 

ilonday, January 8. 

On, on again, through the wilderness, winding 
through the intricacies of the really magnificent 
hills, and emerging on another plain on the 
other side, still covered with the never-varying 
sand and bushes. In places we descended to 
the banks of small streams, where better vege- 
tation flourisbed, and the eye was relieved by 
an occasional palm, and perhaps a few Wades 
of green grass. A little cultivation and some 
greener trees appeared as wo approaclxcd the 
small station of Dhoolia, which, though flat, is 
well planted, and has rather a pretty nppc.ar- • 
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nncG. We bud a small bimgalow lent to us 
bere,* for a few days, wliicli was dirty and 
wretebed cnongb, bnl Ibo travellers* bungalow 
was crowded by poor invalid soldiers sent down 
from the army, and was in a most filthy state. 

It is very sbamcfol of Government to^provido 
no other accommodation for sick soldiers tlian 
the ordinary diih bungalows, which afford them 
very insufficient shelter, while the public nro 
deprived of the customary resting-places. 

Captain W arrived on his way to join my 

husband, and was most kind and indefatigable 
ftU day in his exertions to procure me bearers 
for my onward journey, and also to pro^’i8ion 
my jidV^cc for the wUdomess across wliich I 
had to travel; and, furthermore, in maldng 
arrangements fbr mo all along tho road, at my 
different halting-places; for my Icind friends the 

S s go no farther than tffis place, and my 

Bubsetiuent jonmoy will be entirely solitary, 
throngb the lonely jungles which separate this 
Station from Mhow. 

Saturday, Janumy 8 

The last five days have been spent in Dhoolia 
in a state of great wcakness^and pain, and at 
nl fiespjor oi beiiig able to continue 
my journey. However, thanks to the exertions 
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of my kind friend Captain W , last njght a 

set of bearers for zn-jpalkee were brought in’from 
some distant village; and having despatched 
my carts, servants, and cattle, some days ago, 
I prepared for a start, though in truth little fit 
for such an* expedition, but there was no alter- 
native ; the S s were on the eve of their 

departure for Bombay, and the house we lived 
in must be given up to its owners, so that 
literally there was no place for me to lay piy 
head, and the doctor considered that with care, 
and proper precautions, I might get through 
my solitary journey without danger. Ac- 
cordingly this morning, at half-past five, after 
taking a cnp of tea, I bade adieu to my kind 
friends, and entering my pnllee, which was 
arranged with mattresses and pillows, and 
packed with stores of preserved soups, biscuits, 
Ac., set forth, accompanied by a sotvar of the 
Poona Irregular Horse, who was changed at 
each stage. The dress of these men is very 
handsome, consisting of a green cloth native 
tunic, hound with yellow laco in a circular form 
on tho breast, and corded at the edge and 
scams with red ; tight trousers of tho samo 
colour, thrust into long jack-boots, with brass 
spurs. Tho tunic is open at tho sides, showing 
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tlic white muslin sliirt, always worn by natives 
occr'tho trousers. The head is covered by a 
jaunty little red pug^cc (or turban) very much 
on one side, with one end hanging down 
behind. The sowar is armed with a email 
rounded sword in a leathern scabbard, and a 
carbine, slung across the right shoulder ; a red 
cummerhund (or sash), and a black leather 
pouch-bclt complete his accoutrements^ His 
horse has a native saddle covered with red 
cloth, a red and green slmlrac, a head collar 
and crupper of plaited red and green cloth, a 
plain snaffle bridle, and his head is tied down 
hy a native martingale made of a thick red 
scarf, knotted under his chin. 

Baby left Bhoolia shortly after me, hut 
my bearers carried me faster than the bul- 
locks trotted, so that I arrived first at a small 
bungalow at Songhiera, where, after tho arrival 
of the ganji we breakfasted, and spent the 
hot hours of the day. The road thus far 
was all through wild jungle, though not thick, 
but I can well believe the difficulty of pur- 
suing a flying enemy in such a country, where 
each hush affords covert, and the whole 
eowaVry as far as the ryo can reach is dotted 
,with bushes precisely alike, so that marking 
z 
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down a particular epot is almost impossible. 
There is a wall to the village at SonghieraJ 
with a few cultivated fields aroimd it, and 
the bungalow is close to the base of two or 
three abrupt hills, which here rise ‘out of the 
plain, and one of which is crowned by a Fort. 
I started again about three in the afternoon, 
and descending into another plain of black soil, 
found* the fine made road entirely come to an 
end, and I arrived just at dark at a clean little 
bungalow at Nuldana, where I spent the night, 
my soicar and liis horse both sleeping at my 
door. I felt none the worse for the journey ; 
on the contrary, the hope that I was really 
getting nearer to my husband, or at any rate to 
a place where we could hear of one another, 
combined with the fresh air of the jungle, 
seemed to revive and strengthen me to bear the 
fatigue. 

Sundaj, January 9. 

I awoke and started some time before day- 
light. Having no watch, one* soon learns to 
measure time by the sun and moon. My way 
lay over a cultivated plain to the banks of the 
Tapti, e^en at this season a 'considerable river, 
and here I waited for the gary, not fancjfug 
being carried through deep water in my palkec. 
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On the amvftl of mj cart anti ganjy I had 
c\crj Hung taken ont. ami carried across the 
n\er on Coohes’ heads. It nns ninnsiugto bcc 
the Rlruggks of the poor goat, alarmed at the 
noveltj of her position She iisnally trai oiled 
insido mj tuh, on tho lop of tho cart nhich 
atcompauied mo, mlh tho cook, and pronsions 
I got mto tho Qanj myself, lucking my feet 
np on tho scat, a precaution hy no moans nn- 
nccessary, as the naler filled tho bottom in a 
mannor decidedly nnidcasant A few miles on 
the other side, of tho n\cr is Bituatcd Ibo tosvn 
of Sccrporc, a largo dcp6t of tho hnllock-traiii 
cstahhslnaoul, and where Miow there is a dc 
T^chmont of infantiy and irregular ca^alry 

I found at tho bungalow sovcral carts fall of 
poor invahd Boldicre, in Tcry misorablo plight, 
liavmg no commissariat with them I gwo 
them what I could from my small store — broth, 
soda water, and a piece of broiled chicken — for 
winch they were ^e^y gratcfnl Sc\cral of 
them were suflenug from dysentery and fever, 
m an apparently smkmg state, and thcio they 
lay all day m their carts, with no protection 
from tho sun, except a thin mat o^ cr tho top , 
^\hllst^ with the usual Uioughtkha f^y of the 
Bntish soldier, ilioso who were well enough to 
z 2 
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walk about, lounged in the sun with unpro- 
tected heads, and I have no doubt the advice 
I gave them was ^tirely thrown away. I 
was accosted here by a gentleman travelling 
up to Indore^ who had known my husband, 
and he told me of the report that an action had 
been fought with the rebels on the 2nd January, 
but he knew no particulars. 

I left Seerpore at two o’clock, and passing 
through the town, which is placed on a 
very steep bank, and must, when its forti- 
fications were complete (if that time ever 
was), have been a very strong place, emerged 
on the jungle, which is tWck but by no 
means pretty, composed principally of large 
bushes, mostly^ deciduous, so that the general 
aspect of the country is dnst-colourcd. Hero 
and there, crossing a stream, the eye is re- 
lieved by patches of briglit green, and tbero 
are groups of fine trees scattered at intcrvjils. 

I remember one spot of great loveliness, wlioro, 
from the brandies of some giant of the forest, 
there lumg do^m a splendid coppcr-colonred 
creeper, almost toncliing the water of a deep, 
still pool, whore a whilo paddy-bird was silently 
washing himself; but sncli scenes arc quite ex- 
ceptions to the dull monotony of the greater part 
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of this jungle. On tvc went, without a human 
Bight or sounil, except meeting occasionally long 
trams of carts, some coming from the interior, 
heing very large and slung all round with boxes of 
opium, and drawn by ten bullocks, and now and 
then a patrol of Poona Horse. "lYo passed tlio 
nuns of two Forts, standmg quite alone in the 
wilderness. Truly, even tlio scanty siipphes 
necessary to natives must alwajs have hecn 
difficnlt to procure in these lonely forests. At 
nightfall we stopped for a few moments outsido 
a small walled village colled Sanglco, and then 
two dreary hours* march tlirough the darlmess, 
brought us to tho httlc jnnglo hungnlow of Palas- 
ncer — ^very small, very cold, and very dirty, and, 
m the season for the fever, the most unlioalthy 
spot along tho road. Dismal but o’er tme tales 
are told of the deadly fcvci pecuhar to tlieso 
jungles, and which is bo mahgnant that a 
general order exists forbiddmg tbo passage of 
troops through them till the month of February, 
when the damps of tho monsoon arc supposed 
to bo dned. The comparatively quick transport 
by bullock-trams, now enables people to pass 
with tolerable safety at any time of year. Ono 
poor officer, before the establishment of the 
, transport -tram, set out from Mhow to go to 
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Bombay, with his wife and child, in tho tin- 
healthy season; and sad to relate, not one 
survived : they all Hiedt one after another, in 
the jungle, and this is one instance out of many 
of the deadly infineace of the jtmgle fever. 
The bungalow at Palasneer stands in a clearing, 
and is perfettly isolated, except from some 
newly-erected sheds for the transport cattle, 
round which the hylewallalis light numerous 
fires at night to keep off the wild beasts, and 
themselves keep up the most unearthly noises, 
enough to alarm a nervous person. 

Monday, January 10. 

I had been warned so repeatedly of the ex- 
ceeding badness of the road I was to expect 
to-day, that I waited for the daylight to com- . 
mence my march, hut fonnd the difficulties had 
been much exaggerated — ^the road being very 
fair throughout, for an Indian one. We soon 
neared the Sindwa Ghaut — a picturesque line 
of hills wo had been approaching all yester- 
day. The ascent is very gradual, and com- 
mands no fine views. A square Fort on the 
top commands tho road j bnt its gate has been 
removed. As usual, there is no descent on tho 
other side of tho Ghaut ; bnt tho road continues 
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across an untlnlatmg jnnglo, thick in long dr) 
grass, till ono arrives at the largo strong Tort 
of Sintliva, -where are now quartered some Bom- 
bay artiUorj, irregular horse, and some of the 
80th B N I The hangfllow was partly oc- 
cupied h} the officer commanding, -aho had 
heen tod io exped my amvat, «m\ very 
Und in providing mo with hrcaU’ast, my cook’s 
cart liavmg broken down, and conscqnontlv 
being verj late m arriving In return, ho was 
very glad to ho presented with a httlo wntmg- 
papet — no supplies being procurable here He 

described his life as lonely enough , but tlio 
shooting affords excellent sport Bears and 
tigers abound quite close to the camp, and taaj 
ho shot ns easily as rabbits in England There 
are some palm trees at Smdwa , and, witli tlio 
white tents of the encampment, it ib rather a 
pietty place but I am thoroughly disappointed 
to find these jungles so entirely ugly and unm 
torestmg, so different from the bright and beau 
tiful scenery of the western jungles, -with'thcir 
graceful bamboos and palms I loft Smdwa at 
three o’clock, and bad a long march to Jul 
wana, another isolated bungalow, where nothing 
but watei is procurable It was late 'when 
we amved , and the cook s cart having again 
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como to glief, baby and I had long to wait for 
the Bimple mess of arrowroot, wliich constituted 
our evening meal. The bungalow was very 
dirty and cold ; and had a large fireplace, 
which, in the absence of fuel, brought much of 
cold wind down the chimney. I found here 
waiting my arrival a second set of bearers for 

my palkee, sent from Mhow by Captain W . 

I sent tbem back one stage to be ready to take 
me on to-morrow afternoon. 

Tuesday, January 11. 

I left Julwana at dawn; and had a long 
stage through the same uninteresting jungle to 
Korampoora, a little bungalow, perched on a 
rock near the road, where I found a large party 
of travelleia, who, however, gave me up a small 
dirty room to breakfast and dress in. They 
were refugees from Sangor; where they had 
been shut up for seven months during the 
rebellion, and were travelling under the escort 
of a large party of horse. My solitaiy journey 
seems to fill every one with surprise ; hut not 
a day passes without my meeting witli kind- 
ness from some one.- To-day a gentleman, 
travelling in a gart/, stopped, saying lie Iiad 
been told to look out for me, and to offer mo 
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any n*isistance, anil I sent a letter by him into 
Mhow. 'Within a few miles of Jnlwnna, Tantia 
Topee crossed the road sis weeks ago with his 
whole army, previous to his demonstratiou 
towards Oodeypoor. Ho carried oiT nil the 
bullocks belonging to the transport-train, cut 
the telegraph-wire, and plundered tho mail- 
cart wliich happened to bo passing. It was in 
vain that I looked for some traces of his route. 
I could perceive no cross-road j and it seems 
perfectly marvellous that he should have been* 
able to carry Ills elephauts and guns through 
the rough jungle, without any beaten path. 

I think one of tho most wonderful instances 
of our moral power in tliis country is tho exist- 
ence, through hundreds of miles of wildest 
jungle, of that solitaiy telegraph-wire, which, 
even during the mutiny, was only cut four or 
•five times. There are small sheds at intervals 
.along the line for tho shelter of those (natives) 
employed to look after it. I left Korampoora at 
two o’clock V.M., having discharged my first 
set of pallec bearers, and being carried by those 
belonging to IVEbow. Tho costume of this class 
of people is curious. They wind yards, and 
, yards, and yards, of doth round their chests ; 
and, over all, strap a thick blanket on their 
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backs — leaving the rest of their bodies bare, 
except their heads — ^whicli are tied up, as if 
they were suffering from toothache. They wear 
wooden sandals, with a large ring to -fit the 
great toe — to wliich a strap is attached — which, 
with another between the httle and fourth toe, 
joins a broad leathern band across the instep, ^ 
fastened with a brass latchet. These sandals 
are more often carried in the hand than worn 
on the feet. My second set of bearers were by 
’no means so good as the first; but then I had 
only twelve, ‘whereas the first set was com- 
posed of sixteen ; and whenever wo passed 
through any stream, they invariably set mo 
down, that they might indulge in that groat 
luxury of all natives — cleaning their teeth! 
The jungle became less thick as wo journeyed 
on — ^with here and there a village, and patch 
of cultivation — ^whilc, in the distance, a long- 
lino of .Ghauts, pink and bluo, in tho rays of the, 
evening sun, enlivened the landscape. It is 
delightful to tliink that my journey’s end lies 
only sixteen miles from tho top of those Ghants ; 
for this travelling for ten hours o day, oven in 
a paliccc, is a great fatiguo, especially to one so 
weak as I am. I lice entirely in the palkee — 
only just getting out to hatho and drc.ss. I 
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take no fooil, except my morning cup of ten, a 
basin of soup before I fitnit in tbc afternoon, 
and a little arronroot at nigbt, -ffliilst my mat- 
tress is being removed from tbo patUc to tbo 
col in tbo bungalow. Tins evening I reacbod 
Knll soon after dark — a great depot of the 
^ bnUock-train on tbo banks of the J^crbndda, 
and also an important military post. Hero I 
found a letter informing mo that tbero was no 
vacant bungalow at Mow, but that Captain 

"W bad taken possession for me, of one 

belonging to our old &icnd Colonel P 

now in tbo field. 

■Wednesday, January 12. 

I began my journey by the passage of the 
Nerbuddft — wbicU was a very disagreeable one 
— and I took baby with me in tbc palkec — 
tbinldng, on tbe whole, wo were safer than in 
tbo garij. First tbo bearers waded tlirough 
some sballow water; from wbicb we ascended 
a fragile temporary bridge, composed of bamboo 
piles, with sticks and mud laid on.tbem to form 
ft narrow road — undemeatb which tbe rapid 
torrent msbed nnd roared; and threatened each 
moment to sweep tbe whole frail fabric away. 
Tlus bridge took nd to a sand-bank — now dry 
— ^in tbe middle of tbo stream, connected by 
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top, hy some mistake my bearers lost their 
xs'ay, and took mo to a mroug bungalow — being 
one formerly used by a road-surveyor, and con- 
sisting Bolciy of bare and dirty floors and walls. 
Here I overtook my servants, and the rest of 
my carts, cattle, &c., v.ho had left Dhoolia 
Bomo days before me; and being mneh too 
oshausted to set forth again in quest of tlic 
proper travellers’ bungalow, I lay doRU in my 
pttlkee to Bpend the night, as best I could; 
though, from its shortness and narrowness, it 
by no means makes the most comfortablo of 
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another similar, bridge, with a -hum}, or quay, 
built out in a semicircle from the opposite shore. 
This was the most alarming part of the transit ; 
for the bund was very narrow, and its edges 
only defined by low posts at intervals. The 
water reached above the men's knees, and was 
exceedingly rapid ; so that one false step of. 
man or beast, would have ensured our being 
instantly washed away by the roaring torrent. 

I was very thankful to find myself safe on the 
northern bank, and traversing a cultivated plain, 
quite agreeable to the eye, after the monotony 
of the jungle. This plain is bounded by a line 
of precipitous Ghauts ; at whose base lies the 
clean little bungalow of Goojree, where I stopped 
to breakfast.* The house is a new one; the 
old bungalow having been burnt by tho-rebels 
— who left a further token of their visit, in^the 
shape of rt gallows, still standing by the road-^ 
side. The little village is quite alive with car- 
penters and smiths, building and repairing 
garies for the Use of the transport-train. In 
the afternoon my road wound through most 
picturesque hills, covered •with light jungle ; 
and, by a series of zigzags, up the ascent of 
the Kilna Ghaut — tlie sceneiy of which, when 
green, must bo very lovely. Arrived at the 
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top, Ly some mistake my bearers lost tbcir 
•way, and took me to a -wrong bungalo^^— being 
one formerly used by a road-surveyor, and cou- 
Bistmg solely of bare and dirty floors and ualls. 
Hero I o^e^took my sen ants, and Ibo rest of 
my carts, caltloj d,c., "wbo had loft Dhoolia 
some days before me; and being much too 
ovbauBtcd to set forth again m quest of the 
proper travellers’ bungalow, I lay down m my 
iwllee to spend the mght, as best I could ; 
tbougb, from its ebortncBS and narrowness, it 
by no means makes the most comfortable of 
beds I bavo omitted mcntionmg a veiy slnk- 
mg feature of these jungles, that, often in the 
wildest and most solitary parts, one behold the 
white dome of a Sluhammcdan tomb— pro- 
ducing a feeling of wonder as to who or what 
the man could have been to have been bore 
buned ; and wherever tlio road passed a group 
of fine trees, or a mass of rock overhanging a 
mer, so surely was seen the fresh patch of red 
paint, or the small flag, showing that there the 
Hindu stopped to worship ius idol gods. 

Thursday, January 13 

1 woke and started early, too delighted to 
think I was on the lost stage of journey. 



350 


Lire IN INDIA. 


The hills were very pretty on each side of the 
ronil, Avhich Tvas gay vrilli long trains of carts 
anil country people, ail armed \nth the primi- 
tive matchlocks still in native use. This is 
Holkar's territory, bo 'wo cannot carry out the 
Disarming Act in it. My attendant sowar now 
carries a lance, in addition to his other weapons, 
and frequently for my edification, indulges in 
furions galloping hactearda and fonvards, and 
other feats of horsemanship, such as natives 
delight in. Emerging from the hills, wo went 
over n dusty plain, passed a native village in a 
picturesque grove of fine trees, crossed a river 
bordered with palms, and found ourselves in 
Mhow, opposite its ugly Fort, still built up ^vith 
fascines and gabions ready for a siege, though I 
fancy rather an indefensible place. I foimd that 

by the kindness of Captain W eveiy thing 

that was possible had been done to prepare for my 
arrival, though, as many of my things have 
been much broken on the journey, it will take a 
long time to get comfortably settled. The 
Station bears strong traces of the mutiny, in a 
generally ruinons and neglected look; there are 
few gardens, no hedges, and the great ram- • 
bling bxmgalows are in very bad repair, -whilst 
Ihe blackened ruins of those that wore burnt, tell 
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a sad tale. I received a telegram from my 
Imsljand, to Imoiv if I vcaa hot ed and ■well ; 
and I liopo nlien lie gets the ansner, I sliall be 
able to hear from bun with Bomo degree of 
rcgtdarilj, as the depot of Ills troop is here, 
and all commnnications from tbo field forces 
pass tbrongb Mhon . 
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LTfC IN MJJOW — ItOT MUBON — llETUBN or CENTnAl. 

INDIA riKiJ» roECE— DirncuLTirs aiioct flKnrjuNifl 
— rrrEE — rnrrinE to iictciin to EXoiaND— tioi-k 

BHOOTINO— T-EATE JlllOW — ENOMSII CAnitUnE imnAK# 
DOITN — StISCntEl OP THE JOCENET — rEAVTIPL'E l‘A8S 
— RAILWAT TO IIOMDAT. 

Fon two months nml a half I Icd n mono- 
lonous lifo in Mliow, tho only excitement 
consisting in tho arrival of letters from tho 
field ; and ns tlicso snficred frequent delays, 
there WAS much of hcnrtsickcning anxiety in 
my lonely lifo, aggravated hy tho continual 
reports, frequently of a conlrndictoiy nature, 
that floated about tho Station, and by private 
circumstances of sovero family nfilictioii. I 
slowly and gradually recovered my health, and 
as usual, found among my fellow-sojonmcrs in 
tliis strange land, not a htllo kindness and 
sympathy, which beguiled in pleasant society 
many a lonely hour. I found very little to 
interest me in the locality of the neighbourhood. • 
Were it not for the distant outlines of fine Iiills, 
whose roseate tints in the morning and evening 
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snn are very benntifnl, the country about Mliow 
might ho calloil ugly» though it is an exact cm- 
hodimcut of the popular notion of an Indian 
landscape — an undulated plain, dotted mth 
palm trees, most of them Blunted and shnbb) 
tho ground, though covered vnth grass, vras 
escecdmgly bad nding — m some parts n mass 
of sharp, loose rochs, and m others iuU of deep 
holes , hut hero and there, by tho hanks of a 
Btrcam, one come upon very pretty little bits of 
bngbt vegetation, Tvhoro flocks of green parro 
quets, blue jays, and other birds of gaudy 
plumage, cuhvened tho landscape In tho 
junglo on tho hills, there was abundant sport for 
those fond of tiger and bear sbootmg, tboiigh 
from tho nature of the ground, it was only to 
bo pursued on foot, which added greatly to tho 
danger and tho oxcitemenl, but not a week 
olapsdd without somo of tlio officers of the 72nd 
Higblandcrs, and others who wero keen sports 
men, bringing m tiopluca of thoir bucccbs m 
the pursmt of largo game, bcsidGs thoso of tho 
blackbuch and other smaller animals 

Tho weather for somo time after my am\al 
contmued cooK indeed thn early momLug?, 
were exceedingly coW, hut towards the middle 
of March wo had somo dust storms, and tho 
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Irmpcmluro grnilnnlly iiuTcnsod. 
were caTofully hIiuI up from Funriso to finnpot, 
and In' incana of n latiff, or innt, fastened 

to the only open door, on tlio windy Ride, nnd 
kept constantly watered, it was easy to preserve 
a very agreeable coolness in tlio atmosphere of 
the iiouso, .and by placing tlio Avino, beer, 
butter, i'C., nndomoalh the tntUe, tlio absence 
of ico was not felt. -/ 

l^thow was onco a very largo Station, but 
now possesses only a veiy liroitcd munber 
of bungalows, and being filled for the 'first 
time AA'ith portions of two Boyal Begiments 
of the Lino — the 72nd and 02Dd Iliglilanders 
— besides Boyal Artillery, Cavaliy, and parts 
of two native regiments, and subsequently the 
8rd B. Europeans, tlio impossibility of find- 
ing accommodation for tlio vast inflnx of 
officers and tbeir families, caused the Station 
to bo placed under military despotism, wliicli 
forbade any houBU-ou’ucr to lot liis bungalow, 
except to the person to whom it was assigned 
by the Brigadier ; and no person was allowed io 
occupy any house, unless they belonged of 
right to tho Station. As it was,' there were 
numbers of officers liring in tents, no slight 
hardship, daring the prevalence of the hot 
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■wincls in CeulTal loilia. This military rule, 
though very necessary, occasioned much aunoy- 
ttnco to many persona, especially to several 
poor ladles ■who had followed their hushands 
thus far, and, from the^ state of the country, ■were 
obliged temporarily to take up their abode in 
Mhowj and an instance occurred in which a 
lady, who, with her sister and two children, 
persisted, in spile of warnings, in taking pos-^ 
session of an empty hnngalow, ■vs'as actually 
obhged to bo turned out, to make ■way for the 
colonel of a regiment and his wife. 

The usual resource of building temporary 
abodes could not be had recourse to, as tho 
native inhabitants of Mho'w had deserted the 
place in great numbers during the mutiny, and 
no workmen -sTerc to bo had, tho very few 
easting, being ail seized upon as Govemment 
labourers in the«Aisenal. A good deal of the 
fumituie I brought -with mOfhad got broken in 
traversing the rocky roads, and I found it 
utterly impossible to get any native carpenter ; 
and I do not know what I should have done, had 
not accidentally a ’discharged English soldier, 
of decidedly scampish habits, who was setting 
up as an amateur wheeler, happened to pass 
through the place. Of furniture, even of the 
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commonest (lcscri]ilion, it wns nlinost impossible 
to procure an article, nncl it ^s•ns amusing Avbcn 
a regiment moved, to bco Ujo avidity vrith wMcIi 
tlirec-lcggod clmira and ricbety tables n-cro 
bespolvcn. Of domestic Berraiits tlicro vrero 
none to bo had, and tlio consequence vras tbo 
miscondnet of tboso ono bronght with one, who 
soon discovered their valnc ; and npon onoocca- 
fiion tho degrading neccssil}' was forced npon 
me, of requesting myhorscUceper to stay in my 
sendee, after I had discharged lum in tho 
morning for repeated aclsofmis-bchavionr, but 
I found to my dismay that if I suffered him to 
depart, I sbonld have had to clean and feed my 
own horse 1 

Mhow was in ono respect very amusing 
at tills season. Being on tho high road 
from tho Upper Provinces to Bombay, all Uio 
regiments ordered homo passed throngh tho 
Station, and generally remained a few days to 
rest on their way. In this way, tho 78th High- 
landers, the 64th, tho 14th Dragoons, and 
several more, paid ns passing visits, whilst a 
continual stream in the contrary direction was 
kept up by those ordered from Bombay to the 
front, and many wore the unexpected meetings 
with old acquaintances which varied the mono- 
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tony of onr Hfo in ttio Slnlion. There were 
gaieties got np, too, hy enterprising ■Bpirits: 
races, Bticli as they were, to view which tho 
ladies were accommodated with chairs placed 
on a platform composed of barrack tables ; and 
one day tho tottering structuro gave way, pre- 
cipitating a lady and her two children to tho 
ground, fortunately without sorions injorj'. 
One amusing incident was a race between a 
man and a pony, tho former cartying another 
man on his back for fifty yards, whilst the pony 
bad to go 100 yards. It was won easily by the 
biped, k racing mania gradually seized the 
Station, and in the early mornings, qmot gentle- 
men were to bo seen trying tho paces of their 
steeds, whilst steps were taken to set in order 
the ground of tho old racecourse, and rebuild 
the Stand, now a ghastly ruin of tho once palmy 
days of Mhow. There were also games' for tho 
soldiers, and Bcveral dances and theatrical per- 
formances, tho latter by the soldiers, who, in 
crinoline and white muslin, w’ero droll enough in 
tho feminine parts of tho performance. 

At last, on the 28th of March, I had the 
happiness of roceiring my dear husband back — 
he having ridden on fifty miles in advance of 
his troop, which did not arrive in cantonments 
till April 1st. Life in Mhow, during tho month 
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of April, prcsonlcil fow points of inlcrost. Thf* 
wpiillirr gradually increnscil in heat, till, nt 
last, tho air Wcaine lika tho breath of a btimiiig 
ficrj' furnace after hnlf^past six in tho morning, 
— dreadful for those vlio, in tents, veezo un- 
protected from tho Fcorchiiig blast. The even- 
ings, though Rlill hot, were, to my taste, very 
delightful ; and, tho moment wo liad dined, wo 
retreated to n carpet spread on tho gravel in 
front of tho house, where wo sat enjoying tho 
lovely moonlight, till driven to. our beds by the 
knowledge of tho short time remaining for re- 
pose, — for extreme early rising now bocamo 
a matter of necessity, and I was goncmlly 
up at half-past tlircc, and, after swallowing a 
enp of cold cofleo and n biscuit, on my horse, 
long before dawn. These early rides were very 
pleasant — tho air then cool and invigorating; 
but vc^ soon after tho first appearance of the 
sun’s disc above tho Iiorizon, wo were glad to 
beat a timely retreat. Wo often stopped at 
the mess-house on our return, whero a feast 
. of water-melons and mongo-foo! was veiy 
refrcsliing : then, on returning home, I gene- 
rally lay down on the bed for a conple of hours 
under tho punkahy before it was time to bathe 
and dress for breakfast. Four men wore kept, 
whose business it was to attend to the jniitknhs 
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— lYfo for tlie lugUl, and two for tlic day— and 
wo had great difficulty in procuring these peo- 
ple, owing to the scarcity of natives in Mhow 
— and some workmen of other kinds had to bo 
pressed for our use by Iho bazaar-master. Tho 
punlah, at night, suspended only a few inches 
over your bed, is very charming, and obriates 
the necessity of mosquito curtains, which are 
so Buffocating, as to bo unbearable in really 
hot weather. By day I never liked the punlcah, 
or used it, except at meals, or during illness, 
finding tho cool damp induced by tho latiee to 
be quite sufficient j and daring the whole hot 
weather I never experienced any languor or 
feeling of exhanstion from tho heat, though I 
must own the length of lime one was confined 
to the house in each day, with the difficulty of 
finding employment, was, at times, tedious. 

Two very sad events occurred ab^t this time ; 
one, the suicide of a poor young officer, not 
long out from England, who, belonging to a 
regiment of native infantry, was attached to the 
72nd Highlanders pro tern, ; and, for want of 
bungalow accommodation, was living in a thin 
tent. The heat, and still more the excessive 
dulness and ennui, of these long, rmocenpied 
days, seem to have affected his head — of which 
he became himself aware — and sending for the 
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Adjutant, he told him he “ "was not right here,” 
tapping hie forehead. The Adjutant, desiring 
his native servant to watch him, left the tent to 
inform the commanding Officer ; but, scarcely 
was his back turned, when the poor young 
fellow drew a pistol from under his pillow, and 
blew his brains out, though he actually sur- 
vived for two hours after! The other death, 
which made a great sensation in the Station, 
was that of a poor officer, who had been bitten 
by his favourite dog, more than u month before, 
(the dog soon showed ^rmptoms of hydrophobia, 
and was destroyed,) and one day the dreadful 
malady began to show itself in tho unhappy 
man. Ho retained his consciousness perfect to 
the laatj made every arrangement, and ex- 
pressed tho most beautiful resignation. Hix 
life was prolonged for about five days; and, 
during Ibe paroxysms of madness, his sufier- 
ings were dreadful. Every thing Uiat could 
alleviate them was tried, without effect ; and 
ns tho sight of liquid invariably brought on Ibo 
spasms, it was tried to n ^!m?n?H tcr tea to him 
through a pipe, connected with a vessel bcliind 
liim, but all in vain; he gradually got weaker 
between each attack, and at Icngtli sank qmto 
qtiietly to rest. 

^ly ayah left me to return to her friends — 
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wliicli lias a great niiiiojaDco, as it -was im- 
possiblo to get any one to replace her in Hhovr; 
and though bahy did very well under the care 
of his hearer, yet, whenever uo went into 
bociety, the finiahing tonches of my toiletto 

devolved upon L 1 who, being unnsed to 

handle a laco or a pin, got into incNtricablo 
difficulties. It was still worse, when we wore 

all seized with an attack of fever ; L first, 

— then haby, — and, lastly, myself. The former 
was dolirions, and baby too lU to tako notice of 
any thing j whilst with me, the fever, though 
short, prostrated mo so utterly, that I could 
scarcely do any thing for myself. 

On the 2nd of May, just as wo wore beginning 
to recover our strength, we received the welcome 
nows from England of an exchange havmg been 
effected for my husband, — ^who had m the mean 
tune 'Ohtamed leave of absence, -^so that wo 
had to begm malong arrangements for our 
journey down to Bombay. My dailmg horse 

was to he left for L 's successor; and it 

was a great pong to mo to part horn lum : our 
gory and bullocks, together with sundiy 
and our saddlery, de., wcio soon snapped up ; 
and, as for our fnniiture.. our u.om 

BO eager to become possessors of it, that some 
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of tliem appeared to prefer our chairs to our 
company. Every tliiu", of all lands, that wo 
proposed taking homo with us, had to be packed 
by my hands ; and this was no slight fatigue, 
reduced • by fever as I then was. Wo were de- 
layed in our departure from day to day, waiting 
the arrival of a long-expected box from Eng- ' 
land ; and when, at last, it came, we could not 
immediately get carriage by the bullock-train, 
which was the way we intended travelling to 
Bombay. 

We purchased an old English britska, in 
^vhich a gentleman and lady had recently tra- 
velled up the country, and had it fitted up like 
a bed, strengthened, and furnished with yokes 
for two pairs of bollocks ; hoping, in this con; 
veyanco, to avoid some of the fatigue of thd 
joumeyj — the few servants we required with onr 
luggage and provisions for the road, were to 
accompany us in transport carts. The bullocks 
are changed eveiy six miles, and you are sup- 
posctl to trot along merrily. You are allowed 
to stop where you like, and to occupy as many 
days as you please on the Journey. 

One evening, just before wo left Mbow, w’e 
met an officer of the 72nd, with whom we were 
acquainted, riding out in hot haste, with his gun 
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in his hand , having received news that one of the 
men employed as a beater in the jungle, had 
been eaten by a tiger, and that a second man 
was missing. On reacliing the spot, ho found 
the mangled remain^ of the fimt poor nTotcli ; 
bnl was unable to find any litices of the other. 
Being satisfied that the tiger had fully gorged 

himself on his horrid repast, Mr. B lay 

down under a tree to sleep, and next day re- 
sumed liis search, dnring tl\o course of wliich 
he was pursued by a bear, who kept circling 
round lum whilst ho was endeavouring to 
load his gun. This, at last, ho succeeded in 
doing j and first blinded, and then, by a second 
shot, Idllod the boar. One of the tigers, who 
is supposed to have Idlled those men, is wliat 
is called a man-eater. Having once got the 
taste for human food, they are always intent 
on gratifying it; aud this year ho has taken 
nine men out of one village; the inliabitanta 
of which are obliged to shut their gates, and 
light-fires outside the walls every night. 

Monday, May IG, 1860. 

I took my last ride on my dear old horse, 
and ent a lock of silken hair from his mano and 
tail. The morning was spent in sending off the 
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last remaining nrliclcs of fiiniitnro •\vliich uo 
Imd kojit to use nntil Uio end, and in packing 
and arranging onr carriage, and the five carts 
wliicli ^Yoro to nccompau}' ns, nith onr sciTants 
and baggage ; and after an early dinner witli our 
friends at tko mess, wo siarted about six in tlio 
evening, heading the procession in ourcarriage- 
und-four (ImUochs); and winding slowly through 
the Station, past the band stand, from wlienco 
many friendly hands were waved to ns, wo 
wont on tediously into the jungle, amid .the 
darlmcsa of night. Our bed in the carriage by 
2ZO means tamed oat so conifortaHo as it had 
promised to be, tho heat and dnst also were 
very great, and it was impossible to sleep for 
more than a few minates at a time. Tho road 
was very rough, and once tho driver took ns 
do^Ti a steep bank, and nearly npset ns, whilst 
two of oiur carts broke down daring the night, 
and we had to wait a couple of hours, till 
others were procured from the nearest Station, 
80 that, by half-past six a.u. wo found bur- 
selves only twenty-four miles on onr road, at 
Goojree. The scenery was just as parched and 
brown as during my former journey, but I felt 
too tired to raise my head to admii-e any beau- 
ties of nature. 
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Tuesday, Stay 17. 

Bight glad were wo to get a bath and break- 
fast this momingj bat tbo licnt of tho little 
bungalow where wo passed the day is not to bo , 
described : no jiunlcalit and no means of putting 
np tho tallec wo had brought with ns, in tho 
Tiun hopo of using it on Iho road, a little room 
ten feet square, ■V017 low, ami a burning wind 
blowing in, which made tho vciy plates and 
glasses burning to tho touch. Baby’s servant 
had. been obliged to bo loft behind, and baring 
no ayah, ho was now wholly on my hands, and 
after washing and dressing him, and attending 
to his food, I had to play with him all day, or 
walk np and dounto hush him to sleep, leering 
no leisure for my own repose. Ho was natu- 
rally much oppressed at tho transition from our 
cool house to this fiery atmosplioro, and scarcely 
left my arms all day. Onr little prison-house 
was tolerably clean, though swarming with ants; 
tho whole fumituro consisted of one table and 
three chairs, one of which was without legs, 
another minus a back, and tho third bottom- 
less \ There was no place of shoUor for our 
carriage, wliich therefore was OKposed all day 
to the Imming, aniu ami va saw with. ^ 

tliat one of tho tires of tho wheels had got 
loose from the contraction of the wood. 
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Wrdncsilay, Jfnr IS. 

^Vc Icfl Goojrco nt hulf-imst five r.M. ycKtor- 
(lay, niul afler pnasinfj through a l^nd nulUih, 
^vhero one of our carls npsrt, anil bottles of 
wine, il'c., wore broken, wo trotted on merrily, 
anti wero in bopcs of nccomplisbin^ a long dis- 
tance (luring the night ; but, alas ! sncli liopcs 
proved vain. We had proceeded for about nine 
miles, when suddenly off came the tiro of one 
of the wheels of our carriage, reducing us to a 
stand-still. All that could bo done was to send 
on to Kull, on the other side of tlio Kcrbiidda 
for assistance, and to endeavour meantime to 
got a little sleep. About one a.m. some work- 
men arrived to see obout repairing the carriage, 
(ns, fortunately, Kull is a largo depot belonging 
to the transport-train,) and brongbt with them 
a country cart to convey us to tbo bungalow. 
The smallness of these vehicles can scarcely bo 
conceived, and it was dilEcult to wedgo us, and 
the baby, and all onr parcels in, and I shall 
long remember the jolting of that drive, during 
which my head shook off the mattress, and 
finally hung out behind, till I had a lively com- 
passion for poor little calves, whom I have seen 
in a similar position going to market at home I’ 
Two hours of this misezy brought ns to the 
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banl.5 of the Ncrbndila, nov; coQtaiuiug verj 
little Tsater ; and on nrriTing at tlie bungalow, 
■we tlirow ourselves on tbo cot, ami tried to rest. 
In the course of the morning tbo carriage . 
nr-rived, all tbo wbecls being sbrunb by tbo 
heat, but tbe traffic manager, a very cinl 
Engbslunan, undertook to make it all securo 
during tbe day. 

Thiorsd'ky, May 19 

"Wg left KuU at five last eveniDg, the heat 
heujg auffocating, hut a heavy thunderstorra 
roUecl over in the distance, and as the moon rose 
the oir became cooler. 'We travelled on till ton 
this morning, and during the vrhole seventeen 
hours, hahy preserved the greatest seremty. 
The road was oxecrable, over large unbroken 
masses of rock, and -wo noticed several times 
in the night a strange rumbhng noise about the 
carriage, and just as wo drove up to the bunga- 
low at.Sindwa, ■where wo intended to pass the 
day, with a crash oiu luxunous bntska broke to 
pieces, and upon examination by the traffic 
manager, another most civil person, proved bo 
utterly smashed, andmcapableof being mended, 
that we shall have to abandon it here, and 
proceed on jn rojintr^ esais, ihszikfa} thai t}ie 
crash occurred at a Station, as in the jungle ve 
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Bhould Imvo boon exposed to the fearful rays of 
tlio snn without sliellcr. Our carts lind upset 
iu the night, and Btn)’c<l behind, and had it not 
iMjon for the kindness of sorao travellers ^vith 
wJioin wo woro sligJjtly ac<2nainted, and wJio 
had preceded us by a few hours, wo shonld 
have lacked breakfast. Tlio bungalow at Sind- 
wa is tho most filthy place I ever was in — mud 
floors, swarming with vermin, on which wo had 
to spread our carpets and mattresses and lio 
down, for chairs were on nnknown loxury, I 
never felt, or indeed tf««, so dirty in my life, 
and ohl tho streaming heat I althongh this 
honso was cooler than oar last resting place. 
To add to my misery, I snlTcred from pricldy 
heat, and had to keep my licad constant!}’ '’bet- 
ted. Our poor goat, who had boon such a 
comfort on all our journeys, was hurt when 
its cart was upset last night, and is obliged to 
be left behind. 

Friday, liny 20. 

We left Sindwa at half-past five p.m. yes- 
terday, L in one cart, and baby and I in 

another. They are tho common springless 
carts of the country, partly filled with hay, over 
which our mattresses wore spread, and bags and 
boxes inserted in every crevice. They are 
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roofed vritli matting, ovcfwlucli a tliick blanket 
*was bound, as’a alight protection from the heat : 
mino, having malting along the aides and back 
to keep things from falling out, vras considered 
a Buperior aitielo, bnt, m rctanchc, tho matting 
scratched one dreadfully. My cart inclined a 
good deal towards tho rear, besides being 
always on ono side, owing to my outweighing 
hahy. The jolting over the rocky roads full of 
deep holes is wholly beyond. my powers of 
description ; I was freijnentlyobliged to hold on 
with both hands, and had to wedgo in baby 
between tbe boxes, and oven then ho was fre- 
quently tossed into tbo air, and when I dozed 
for a few moments I had great fears of lus 
jolting out. Via were both of us covered with 
black and blue bruises, and sore places, from 
rubbing against the sides of the cart. At each 
changing place the drivers had a trick of letting 
down tlie end of tbo polo with a jerk, and ono 
found oneself at an angle of forty-five degrees, 
head downwards. My polo was also in a very 
rickety condition, and broke once on the road. 

"We arrived, aftera most wretched journey, at 
Seerpoor at six o’clock a.u., and in an evil hour 
were inducocl Co proceed about eight miics far- 
ther to a new bungalow on the banks of the 
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Taptco, recently croclctl for the accommodation 
of troops. It -was tolerably clean, though vrith 
dual floors, and had the unusual luxury of 
chairs and a table, but it was built of w'ood, 
and the doors and windows W'cro very far from 
fitting, and I never can forget the burning 
wind that blow in at every crevice, nearly suffo- 
cating ng. The people of the ^ullage were very 
nnei^, and bribes and threats had to bo re- 
Bortcd.to, before we could oven procure water 
or firewood. Supplies there were none, except 
ft water-melon, which we greedily devoured, hut 
fortunately our carts were well provided. I was 
thoroughly knocked up, from the impossibility of 
getting any rest by day, owing to having to 
attend upon- baby, who, in spite of heat and ' 
fatigue, looks better than when we left fifhow, 
and trots about the dirty floors in a state of 
great happiness, making dirt-pies to his heart’s 
content. No traveller in civilized countries 
can.form a conception of the state of dreadful 
dirt we are compelled to exist in, [notwithstand- 
ing the daily bath,] o-wing to the combined 
influence of dust and heat. 


Saturday, Slay 21. 

"We started on our journey at six p.m. jester- 
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ilaj, llio fiory v?ind pmcntmg nu earlier de- 
parture After crossing the Taptco tlio roads 
improved, so tlml uc proceeded at a trot, 
and arrived at Dlioolia aliont one a ii , 'alien 
tlunlang it a pitp to stop bo early, ■ao proceeded 
on our ivay, and tou-ards ten a m tins morning 
■we found ourselves approaclimg Mnllignnm Our 
servants and carta lind all dropped bolimd, and 
vre could not cicn procure a drop of natcr for 
poor bab^ , tvIio had been fonrtecn hours puthout 
food, but 1711050 patience thronghout this trying 
journey ivas exemplary. Wo wore alloiscd to 
tnhe possession of the empty bungalow belonging 
to some fnends, who were thcmsch es awnj , and 
the nnspcaUablo dohght of a cool clean house 
to rest in, on such a journey must bo felt to bo 
appreciated BreaUnstwas sent us by a fnond, 
and our carts did not appear till qtuto Into in 
the day, being dolajed by tho usual upsets and 
brenlv downs, which fractured manj of our boxes 
and spilled nearly all our storo of wino, Ac 
We determined to stay a night hero quietly to 
enjoy the unwonted luxury of a bod 

Monday , Maj 23 

Tiwif BitT jKf ii'iiSEi' semaa at jWhfflgnum 
ycEterdaj , o-mng to the abaonce of tho clmplam 
B b 2 
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The day was intcuselj' hot, even in- the cool 
house wc inhahited. Wo dined at four, and 
got ready for starting ; bnt tho superintendent 
of tho traCBc department forgot to send onr 
hullochs, and after much delay they sent a pair 
too few, so that it was past eight before wo left 
the house, and then wo had to Icavo one cart 
to follow ; nest our drivers mistook tho road ; 
and after much that was ostremcly trying to 
the temper .and patience, wo finally trotted off 
along the Bombay rood, about half-past nine 
r.M. As day dawned we found ourselves just 
beginning the descent of the Chandore Ghaut, a 
very Viild rocky gorge, the rocks on each side 
asBoming all kinds of fantastic shapes, like 
forts, towers, &c., and all the hills were marked 
with black strata in horizontal lines, exactly 
corresponding with one another, giving the idea 
that they had been rent asunder by some con- 
vulsion of nature. The valley down which we 
wound is well-wooded, and very narrow, in 
one place nearly closed by the small walled 
village of Chandore, the gateway of which is 
rather handsome. After descending the moun- 
tain pass we emerged upon a wide and most 
arid and desolate plain, across which we had to 
plod our weary way for eighteen miles, vvith the 
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worst btillocks that had yet fallen to our lot, 
heforo arriving at Pecpulgaum, a charming 
clean hungalow, which wo did not reach till 
half-past eleven a.m. 

It is voTy oxlraordinary, and quite contrary 
to our expectations, hut now we have descended 
80 much nearer to the level of the sea, it is 
wonderfully cooler : indeed at daum this morn- 
ing it was unpleasantly cold to those so lightly 
clad as we were, and wo were not too hot 
during the subsequent journey, being rofresbed 
by a cool sea-breeze, instead of the liquid Jire 
it has been oui fate to inbalo lately. "We 
found tho bungalow delightfully situated in a 
grove of mangos, and it was cool enough to 
enable us to sit with the doors and windows 
open, a luxiuy not possible since March. Wo 
also foimd a decent messmau, who prepared our 
breakfast, giving our poor servants a little rest, 

Tuesday, May 24. 

In the imddlo of tho mght I awoke from an 
uneasy slumber, and found we were passing 
tlnougb some pretty lulls, having left the small 
Station of Nassick behind us. As morning 
dawned a magpiflccint Ihui of appeaxed 

in front of us, and our road wovmd among the 
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lowest of the range, whicli were prettily wooded 
We travelled on till ten a m , when we stopped 
at Edulapoora, having only accomphshed forty 
eight miles m fifteen hours The early mom 
mg was so cold as to keep me awake, and the 
general atmosphere is much coolei than in Cen 
tral India The railway is making great pro 
gress here, and before long will be opened to 
Nassick They are bmJdmg bungalows, and 
estabhshmg a Station at this place, which is 
very i*ettily situated at the foot of the hihs 
We sold off all the remamder of our travelling 
kit to a Parses here, as we shall have no further 
use for it The road to day was encumbered 
with thousands of pack bullocks, accompanied 
by their owners, the wild lookmg Bnnjames, 
whose women cover their arms with large 
bone rmgs, and wear high comcal head 
dresses , some of the droves were going to 
Bombay, laden with hoge packs of cotton, 
but the greater part were returmng north 
wards, lean, travel worn, and back galled We 
left Edulapoora soon after threo pm, and 
as the heat was not excessive, I was very glad 
we had dayhght to traverse one of tho prettiest 
roads I have seen for some time, earned over a 
etieccBsion of Ghauts , or rather I should cxplom 
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that the road is Ihrougliout a gallerj*, cut along 
the almost perpendicular Bides of the hill, and 
^v5nding round innnincrahlo points, discloses 
very extensive and beautiful views of various 
ranges of tdlls, from the rocky suminits cut 
into the most fantastic shapes, down to tho 
lower range .which we were traversing, the red 
soil of which, contrasts admirably with the 
bright green of the young trees clothing the 
hill sides. The railway tmmcl through this 
vast range will bo a wonderful work, and already 
the engineers have erected nnmerons bungalows, 
perched in the most picturesque situations, and 
forming an entirely novel feature in Indian 
scenery — I mean that of detached country- 
houses. Night closing in left us still among 
tho Ghauts. 

"Wetlnesday, May 25. 

The earliest dawn found us still jolting on 
through the same succession of wooded hills, 
and soon we stopped in a great yard belonging 
to the railway station at 'Wassind, where we 
slept in our carts for an hour, and then began 
a scene of confusion, noise, and straggling, 
not to bo equalled in any country but India. 
\Vc had to push our way through a crowd 
of pack-hullocks, and then tun across the line 
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jii front of tJio engine, ns Ibc imwcngcr Stntion 
is eonvaiienthj placed on tbo opposite side to tlio 
road ; and when nt last wo had succeeded in 
collectin" our baggage and servants from the 
surrounding mass. of confusion, tlio railway 
ofTicints forced us to leave tbo former behind to 
follow by ft Inter train. No waiting-room or 
accommodation of any kind is provided for 
poor toil-worn travellers like ourselves ; but 
under any circumstances we were too thankful 
to feel that our journey by buUock-diik bad 
come to an end, bruised, sore, and acliing 
in every limb, as wo were, and in a state of 
dirt and misery past description. At length 
the wliistlo sounded, and wo started : the train 
was nominally 'an express, but loitered on the 
way at every little Station, where tbo same 
clatter, and jabbering, and confusion was enac- 
ted, to the trial of our patience. The country 
through which the line is carried is very beau- 
tiful, abounding with loTcly -viewB of the hills, 
and tbo upper part of Uie harbour of Bombay. 
We arrived at the Byculla Station at ten a.m., 
and went straight to our hospitable friends on 
MaUbar Hill, who had provided in every way 
for our comfort and refreshment, oven to bor- 
rowing on experienced Engbsh maid, who 
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undertook the care of bahy for Bomc hours, 
■whilst I endeaTouicd to obtain a little rest. 
The -well-ordered breakfast table -was by no 
means to be despised, as we had tasted nothing 
since two p.m. yesterday, save a cup of coffee 
and some champagne and water at five this 
morning. This champagne in aU our dirt and 
misery, always made roe laugh* hy its incon- 
gruity, hut I really believe it has been the 
means of enabling us to bear the excessive 
fatigue of the journey. It was surprising to 
feel the delicious cool sea-breeze, and find all 
the doors and -windows open, the degrees of 
heat being thirty or forty degrees lower than 
in Mhow, and the damp so pleasant after the 
liquid fire -we had breathed for so long ; and yet 
all the inhabitants of Bombay are gasping and 
complaining of the extraordinary heat of this 
season, which is in consequence more unhealthy 
than usual. I kept qmet all day, and engaged 

a temporaiy ayah, but L was obliged to go 

down *10 the Bailway Station to see after 
servants and luggage, which, after all, had not 
arrived. 
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CHAlTi:U XV. 

THE - Ert«Ml TtlE VnVJ.wj-* 
•i»* m —ct'iwj'm •nil*— •CEf^x'iTi'o *Tui>»EntKc 
— n« »■ rroMt — B»r* -u c^-~ 

MOirttiEL* lEir^M — «lt‘E !■»> THE r<»*r~Tiit 
•• AtM* ” r4»«»J«ur*‘ — cfcnwMrP Mrt»— Ern *ii — 
vkri'E or THE ^ALUi** — Mi«TRtr.i-c torioE. 

I'ri'Uj’, .lun- n 

TunKi:' ln«-l ten <Uj*>« have ln'on vj'ont liy ijm 
| i!(*ft‘iantly nnmnf* the Fca*hrre 7 r.<? of .^fnlnhar 
Hill, nijil onlirenNl hyolmovt <JniIy <)riv<<» into 
Uotnhay, Tvluch I otill think Iho most nnuiRiiiR 
of cilh'S, from tho rnricty of corIhiik-s ninl 
Vfhiclos, nml tho toll piclnro.sQiio ljou‘'ca ivilh 
llicir lalticcil Tcrainlnhu. Ono rvciunp tvc took 
n PoiI 111 tho Imrbonr, in tho ** AiiKUfiln.’' The 
cominff monsoon now lowers over tho tlistnnt 
hills, OBpecinlly towards BniiPcl, and wo nro 
Bcurcely hoping to cBcnjKj its Tiolcncc during 
onr liomcwnril roy/ige. Tlio nniisnnJIy pro. 
Imcled hot souson is Tory unhonlthy this year. 
Cliolcm is in tho native town, and in roona 
nnd other places sereral Enropcans hnro- 
fallen Ticlims to it. Djoentcry is also very 
common, nnd my baby lias BnCfcrod mncli from 



rUXEBAL PBOCESSIOJJS. 


370 


it since v;e nnivctl, — a reaction, no doubt, after 
tbo fatigue of his journey. Passing tlirougli 
the bazaar to-day wo saw two corjises — one, 
that of a Parsec, followed by large numbers of 
that community, oh its way to the “Tower of 
Silence,” which is hear the Point of Malabar 
Hill, where the worshippers of the sun giro 
over their dead to tho Anlturcs and the kites ; 
the other body was that of a Hindn, going to 
the funeral pile. Both were laid on stretchers, 
and wrapped in a cloth tliin enough to show 
the shape, and were carried along by four 
bearers at a rapid trot. Tho pall, or cloth, 
which covered the Hindu, was smeared ^vitli 
patches of coloured powders. 


Saturday, June 4. 

L -K-ent to breakfast -with the Governor, 

■who "rnth his suite came down last evening from 
tho Hills, and -were overtaken crossing the bay 
hy a violent thunderstorm, which causing tho 
sea to be rough, produced effects wholly subver- 
sive of etiquette and Vice-Begal stale. His 
Excellency most kindly wished us to stay and 
dine with him previous to onr embarkation, 
which was Used for this oresiDg, int we do- 
dined, feeling tho necessity of being early on 
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board, to get tbiugs comfortable in our cabin. 
So after an early iliniicr and taking leave of 
our lurnl hosts, wo drove to the Apollo humkrt 
from whence the Commodore’s boat put us and 
our luggage on board the P.’and 0. Compan 3 ’'B 
mail steamer Bombay,” and thus, with but few. 
regrets, wo bade adieu to the ” Glorious East,” 
and set our faces homewards. Our cabin was 
a wee, hot place, with three tiny berths for 
baby and us ; and the Eurasian woman I had 
engaged as nurse had no place allotted to her, 
but was obliged to lie down any where. There 
appeared a great crowd on board, and what 
with comings aud goings, leave-takings, and 
the usual amount of eating and drinking, in- 
separable from the departure of a vessel, con- 
fusion reigned supreme, and wo were glad to 
retire early to the privacy of our cupboard. 
The wind had moderated lo-day, and though 
the horizon was dark and lowering, our friends 
on shore prognosticated a fine voyage, and that 
we should just escape the monsoon. 

* Friday, June 17, 

. We left Bombay harbonr with the earliest 
dawn of Sunday June 6, and the beginning of our 
sorrows, was the order to close the port-holes, 
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which remained battened down till tliis morn- 
ing. Of the misery endured during the past 
twelve days, my pen can convoy hut a veiy in- 
adeciuato idea. 

The monsoon in all its violence sot in as 
we left the harhoor, and the sliip’s officers 
say we have experienced the worst passage 
known for twenty years. At first, there 
was not much rain, hut a violent wind dead 
against us, accompanied by a heavy rolling 
sea, which quickly prostrated nearly every 
soul on hoard. I must do the good ship 
“Bombay’* the justice of saying, that her 
seaworthy qualities are good ; but often, when 
caught by one of the frequent squalls, she 
shivered as she dived under the crest of some 
tremendous wave, and rose again with the 
buoyancy of a duck, every timber strained 
and groaned, forming a chorus with the voices 
of the frightened women and children, who 
screamed in terror, and ehrieked in hysterics, 
with little intermission day or night. Formerly, 
during the monsoon a stray man or two were 
the only passengers, hut this year the rush to 
England, on the cessation of the war, made 
people heedless of the season, and our vessel 
built to contain sixty-five passengers, was 
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crowdr/l witli fievcn!y'*cig}jl, hcsides native 
FPn*nnlfl. Each day the violence of the pale 
increased, lliongh vvilli a viovr of nvoUling some 
of its fnrj* wo inado a Bomi-circnlnr course, 
running (lo\\ni tlio coast far to tlio soafli, and 
then returning nlong Iho African shore. Of 
course, I was ill, that is to say, verj' faint and 
miscmhlo for several days, bnt I always con- 
trived vrith Iho oarlicBl dawn to Bcrnmhlo on 
deck, where I remained generally lashed in my 
chair to tho mast, till “lights ont” forced mo 
below. Tho necessity of going down into tho 
foul air nearly Idllcd me, with a sort of choking 
Bcnsation. The heat, and Bmcll of Boventy or 
eighty people battened down in tiny cabins, all 
opening on one common saloon, wbero eating 
went on nearly incessantly ; in addition to the 
fumes from tlio engine-room, galley, and 
slaughter-house, both of which latter were on 
tho lower deck ; all this in the hottest month 
of a tropical climate, produced an atmosphere 
difficult to imagine, far more to describe. I 
never was able to sleep in my cabin during tbe 
whole time; the want of nirtiumed me so deadly 
faint during the few minutes required for my 
limited toilet, that I used to spread a mattress 
on the floor outside my door, on which baby 
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and I obtained such repose as was consistent witli 
tbo ciicnmstances, and occasionally inhaled n 
breath of air from a shylight opened daring a 
momentary cessation of rain. Oh 1 the horrors 
of that dreadful saloon — with people of all kinds, 
gentlemen and ladies, stewards, natke servants, 
and children, all huddled together, on the floor, 
on the table, on the benches, amid tho Tceldng 
odours of brandy and water, and stale fruit, and* 
meal! It gives some idea of the atmosphere of 
tho little cabins, to know that even this saloon 
was preferable to them. Tho two first nights 
L — — and I slept on deck, but aflcnvards 
were prevented by tho rain and sea, which 
swept clean over evoiy part of tho ship. One 
day, after having stood tho brunt of four seas, I 
was forced for a time to go below. The rain was 
, not continuous, but for many days wc had 
constant heavy sqnalls, which invariably tor- 
mented us just as wo wero preparing for our 
meals. All the ladies and many of tho gentle- 
men (who were visiblo at all) used to make the 
stewards bring their food on deck, and it was 
amusing enough to watch tho erratic progress 
of a plate of soup, or a cup of tea, during the 
lively motions of the ship. The foodw’aa ImmA, 
dirty, and ill-copked; and of the interior 



1 in IN isnii 


a8i 

cconomj of tlio Hlnp. mul of Iho cro‘?'?nt“?‘i anti 
incnilitj of tljo hloi\ftrilcs<?, jt ih nnposmblo to 
ppcjik in terms of pimse IIjo children v,ctc 
insnflicientlj, ns ^ell ns Indl} fed, nnd it vra’t 
not nllovrcd for one’s own sennnta to prepare 
Ihcir food , nnd tliero hoitig no second saloon, 
dimnp meal UmcH the poor httlo things ■\^c^o 
turned out to sit in tho door\\a}s, or on tlio 
•stairs, or m nnj odd comer. We Imd n store 
of sheep nnd cows on hoard, hnt they daily 
died from tlio Molenco of tlio wcolher, or were 
killed to sort thetr hrr«, nnd tho carcases used 
to Imug nt tho doors of (lie enhms m (ho fore 
part of tho ship, tho possessors whereof had to 
ranko their waj through tho hny nnd strnw nnd 
dirt of nil descriptions to reach their doors In 
tlus part of tho slup, there wns also always n 
great deal of water, and crory tluug was wot 
Our fellow passengerfl, a motley group, may 
he considered ns fair specimens of tho " 0\orland 
Slail ” Tho military were represented by a 
General and a Colonel, hcsidcs crowds of sick 
Bubaltems, and a few going homo on furlough 
Numerous ladies, sick themselves nnd brmgmg 
homo cluldren still more ill, crowds of native 
ayahs and servants, an officer of tlie Royal Navj , 
and two spare Captains of the P and 0 Com 
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pany, Ijc^ulcs the officers belonging to tlio slup, 
completed tlic number, with the addition of 
three or four second class passengers, who Ined 
no one knew where, in the recesses of the un- 
wholesome dens below One poor sicU officer 
of the Bengal army was thmst on hoard hj Ins 
man of husinc^g at Bombay, without any 
servant to attend upon him, in a perfectly 
helpless and apparently dying state from 
dysentery He had a bag containing 800 sove 
reigns pat under lus pillow, winch was rapidly 
hghtened by the numerous extra charges made 

professedly for his comfort L , who did 

not even know his name, was asked by a hy- 
BtandcT to look after him, and ho was lus 
daily charge from that time 

There was a poor lady in tholast stage of con 
sumption, having a child, and a poor old father 
and mother with her, thomselrcs too ill to attend 
upon their dying daughter, who was half earned 
on deck by a steward each day with dimuushed 
strength, and all the passengers were \ery kind 
to her, and propped her up with cushions, dc , 
but ills not probable that shewiU reach England 
A young lady of most objectionable manners, 
and nnwbolosomo complexion, haring failed in 
ta cJinss^ axix mans m hodia, made desperate 
cc 
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bIio could get to listen to her iio\er cen'^uig 
clntlcr and dipcordaiil laugh, ^\hlch might ho 
heard at all houm of the day or night, all o^er 
the slap She occupied a berth in the ladies' 
cabin, and muat have led the oilier occupiers a 
tcmblo lirao of it, ono ofnhom nns o niiserablo 
old rrenclm Oman, \sho thonght it her dntj to 
ho m hod, inhaling chloroform, and praying to 
tho Virgin The rest of the ladies, with few 
exceptions, vrero citlior given to lijBtcncs, or to 
dropping their H’s or their ehocstnogs 

Tliccliildrcn were what only daldrcn brought 
up by native servants can be — mdo, dirty, and 
disagreeable to tbo last degree , and most of 
them (and indeed tho great majority of tlie pas 
sengers of all ages) BaOcriDg from boils and 
pnchly heat, wluch gave tho company the 
general appearance of being convalescents from 
the small-pox hospital Thero was one very 
queer old Mussulmani ayah, who wearmg tight 
red stnpod trousers, a white dressing gown, 
and a white handkerchief bound round her 
head, I was long before I could make up 
my mind whether she was a man or a woman 
The genus Gent was represented by a most 
offensive speemien, who having been turned 
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out of tlic Indian army for drunkcnnesH, uras 
now about to try liis fortune in an AnstraHnn 
bank. This animal drew caricatures, and in 
Ins own estimation was a prodigy of cleverness. 
The first two evenings, warmed by copious 
potations, ho came and sat down near us, 
swearing eternal fricndsliip, and inviting us, in 
the name of liis father, to reside for a lengthened 
period at that respectable individual's country 
house; hut finding his overtures were not re- 
ceived with a corresponding gush of enthu- 
siasm, he afterwards confined his attentions to 
the baby, who, I am sorry to say, evinced a 
taste for low -company, by rather patronizmg 
him. There was one old gentleman who 
annoyed me greatly one day. He sat down in 
a chair next to mine, and refused to have it 
properly secured, though I entreated him to do 
BO, for both our sakes. The end of it was, 
that after knocking me down once, a lurch of 
the ship threw him right over me (fortunately 
ba% bad just left my lap), and he rolled into 
the scuppers without a word of apology for 
thus laying me low. 

Our progress was much retarded by the bad 
quality of the coal vdth which we were provided, 
80 that when we got into smooth water we could 
c c 2 
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scarcely steam fi\o miles an lionr The reason 
given ^\as, that Ivnomng wo could hy no pos^i- 
hihtj innlvo a quich passage, it was thonglit i 
good opportumtj to nso np the bad coal, ns a 
few hours' retarding could znaho no difTcrcncc 

Snturdnj Juno 18 

I heard the anclior drop at a quarter past 
ono tins morning, and knew wo were snng in 
Adqn harbour Shortly after, filumbDi-s 
were rudely disturbed by Iho homd sensation 
of a rat running all down mo and biting my 
leg Wo were astir early, and found ourselves 
m a bay sorrounded by picturesque volcanic 
rocks At BIX o'clock wo went on shore, and 
with some difficulty cflecled a bargain with the 
curly headed propnetor of two mules, who 
spoke Enghsli enough to be on adept m the 
art of cheating We rode first to the bimgalbw 

of a biother officex of I, b, situated on 

a hill near the shore, of whom, rudely rousing 
him from his peaceful slumbers, we craved hos 
pitahty, and were kindly asked to return to 
breakfast, when we had completed our tour of 
the lions A canter of six * miles along a 
straight road, earned m one place through the 
rocks by a narrow enttmg, brought us to the 
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camp, situatetl in the crater of an extinct 
■\olcauo. 

_ Aden first fortified by the Tiirls, end 
« ■'ory strong, oiery aeccssiblo height brist- 
mg mth batteries, on nhicli arc mounted 100 
lieary gmis, and they might carry many more. 
It 13 an irregular rocky pcmnsula, sticking out 
from the mainland of Arabia, to nhich it is 
joined by a long neck of sand. No one is 
allowed to pass the barriers and penetrate into 
interior. The garrison consists of a rcgi- 
fflont of Bombay Native Infantry, two com- 
panies of a Eojal Infantry EcgirSnt, and two 
corapauics of Royal Artillery. There are a few 
men a so belonging to an ineban Regiment of 
feegular Cavalty, who were sent hole on de- 
tachment twenty years ago, and have been 
(hsmounted, and apparently forgotten. The 
r«ads are excellent, and the pointed volcamc 
mountains very beantiful m tbeir stem 
softened by a base of pmk anTl n 
pccidiar to the tropics. R reckoneraTri^ 
iJot place, and the reflection from fim P 
causes frequent cases of sunstroke. The'wis 
nso abruptly fb a great height from the sea 
the most striking peenhanty bein.r the fof ! 
absence of vegetation. The rooks'aro wholly 
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composed of scona, and there is not an atom of 
soiT A few bushes have been planted near 
the houses m the camp — ^the earth m which it 
18 hoped they will grow having been imported 
from the mainland Ram falla here only about 
once m two or three yeais, and one of these 
penodical storms has lately occuned, washmg 
away people, roads, and bmldings by its 
violence, and its immediate lesnlt has been 
the springing up m the crevices of the rocks of 
a few green hchens, which are looked upon as 
a great wonder 

Remains of magnificent old tanks have been 
lately discovered, capable of holding three years’ 
consumption of water, hitherto all drmkmg 
water, as well as firmg, has been brought from 
the interior , for wasbmg purposes, a condensing 
micbmo purifies the sea water for the use of the 
tommumty In the comp tliere are plenty ^f 
“ Europe Shops, kept by Parsees, and a liand- 
Bomc native bazaar , but vegetables, and many 
other luxuries, are very scarce The inhabitants 
arc Arabs and Africans, a mongrel, but yet much 
finer race than the Indians They have frizzly 
black hair, which they djo rod • Though pictu 
resquo, tlio Station must bo a very (lull one, ns 
besides its limited extent, the houses arc rancli 
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scatlcrccl, so tlmt tlicro ia litllo eociely. A few 
days ago» the French Consul, traiisgroRsmg*lUo 
Tiilo forhitliVmg Europeans to go heyonil the 
fortifications on the Bulo of Arahia, attempted 
to pcnctrato into tho interior, and was mur- 
dered hy Bomo hostile tribes. After riding 
through the camp, on our return wo ascended 
to the ramparts on tho heights, from whouco 
there ia n fine riew of both land and sea — tho 
general asi)oct of Arabia being an unvarying fiat ; 
then descending to tho gates of tlio Isthmus, 
wo followed a road along tho shoro to “ Steamer 
Point,” and by nino o’clock were glad to tnho 
Blicltcr from tho burning sun, under our friends’ 
hospltablo roof, whero wo spout tho day, 
and, among other luxuries, tho novor-to-bc- 
forgotlcn delight of n hatli was provided for 
us. After an early dinner wo mounted some 
tRttoos^ rodo down to tho shoro. and returned 
to tho “Bombay.” 

And now, bcfoio describing tho now miseries 
that awaited us on hoard, I must go back to say, 
that- directly wo had anchored, camo tho report 
of tho wreck of tho Calcutta mail steamer 
“Alma” in tho Bed Soa, and that tho whole 
of hor passengers hod returned to Aden, and wore 
to be put on board our alroady-crowdod •vessel. 
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It appears that the accident, 'which occurred five 
daj'^ ago, was entirely the result of carelessness. 
She was ten miles out of her course, and on a 
bright moonhght night struck on a rock evi- 
dent to the most casual observer ; then heeling 
over, the water rushed into the open ports, and 
just giving time to save the mails and passen- 
gers, she went down by the stem. Those 
whose cabins were on the lower side scarcely 
saved any tiling but Ibcir lives, and they all 
landed on a rock, where with such shelter as a 
few tents made of sails could afford, these poor 
peopio— men, women, and children — had to 
remain for three days with only a little biscuit 
and beer for their support: m trnfer, except 
what could bo got from a few lumps of ice. A 
boat was sent for nssistouco, which fortunately 
fclUnwith n.lM.S. ‘‘Cyclops,” which embarked 
the poor shipwrecked people, and brought them 
to Aden. 

On arriving there Ibclr first object wns to pro- 
cure clothes, for which purjwso they were fur- 
nished •with a small sum each by Uio P. and O. 
agent, wlio further promrsod that if they would 
wait for tho Australian IMml (which was duo 
in two days), they wonlil have overj' chance of 
good nccomraotlation on Ihoir voyage (n Suer. 
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However, persnasion an3 entreaty were nliko in 
vain, and onr Biiip’s officers Imil no means of 
protecting their vessel, which was literally 
hoarded by these people to the number of 101, 
some fifty more having the good Bcnso to wait 
for the next opportunity. And now our griev- 
ances began. It was not that wo were wanting 
in compassion to these poor shipwrecked peo- 
ple, whom to have rescued, we would gladly 
have suffered any inconvenience; but that had 
been done before onr arrival, and they were 
safe, if not comfortable, at Aden, where no 
power could persuade them to remain for a 
few days longer, instead of forcibly taking 
possession of our ship, where they took np an 
injnred tone, abused the servants and the pro- 
visions, smoked in the ladies’ faces, d;c., till, in 
short, our vessel closely resembled a Thames 
boat en route to Greenwich Fair. As evening 
wore on, matters grew worse, and truly there 
wcare someenrions people among the “Almas.” 

There was a Dutch officer with a Malay wife 
and five brown cliildren, who occupied a large 
space in the centre of the deck, and by nino 
o’clock the whole was thickly covered with mat- 
tresses and shectSy in which persons of all ages 
and sexes enveloped themselves for the night, so 
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tliat to go below, one to pick one’s way orer 
a confused mass of arms and legs, at the im- 
mediate risk of treading on somebody's nose ; 
while in the saloons, oven before the lights 
were put out, the table was converted into a 
great bed of AYarc for more ladies and cliildrcn. 

Trinity Sunday, 'June 19. 

AVe weighed anchor at nine p.m. last even- 
ing, and at the same hoar a.h. tins xaormng 
passed through tlio Straits of Bab el Mandeb 
into tho Bed Sea. On one side there is a 
peninsula of picturesque volcanic rocks, and 
on the other the small island of Perim, where a 
wretched English oflficcr with a detacliment of 
Indian Artillery is Btationed. He is reUeved 
every three months, during which period he 
has no communication with the mainland, 
never secs a white face, and has only the food 
and water that was brought with him. Just 
• before dark this evening we lay to, for a few 
minutes, off the wrijck of the “ Alma," which 
was stuck fast on n reef, with her bo^v^ high in 
air. It was a m(;lancholy sight, when one 
reflected what her unfortunate passengers have 
lost, and how narrowly th(gr escaped with their 
lives. Many were inncli hurt in their exertions 
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to save otUers. "Wo saw the WTctched tents on 
the island, ■a’liero they remamed for three diiys. 
H.IM.S. “Furious” is now lying heio, endea- 
vouring to save a few of the things. Tho 
Lascar sailors arc supposed to have plundered 
a great deal, upwards of GOOh in money having 
been found in their possession. Amongst 
those most to bo pitied, I thought, were a poor 
old couple, indigo planters, from Bengal, who 
had not been home for filly years, Tlio old 
man was cighty-fivo, and his wife sevonty- 
tlireo, and they hod been saved mo.st gallantly, 
and with great difficulty, from tho wreck, and 
wonderful to relate, did not appear to Buffer 
much from all they had gone through. Tho 
children also eurprised mo hy the little ham\ 
their privalioua seem to have dono them ; few 
of them had any shoes or stocldngs, and they 
ran about our decks in one loose garment. 

Monday, Juno 20. 

Tho weather continues tolerably cool, with 
strong head winds, luckily for our crowded 
vessel, hut owing to our weight we get on but 
slowly. All of us ladies, have formed ourselves 
into a sort of norKtng club, plying our needles 
most induslriously in behalf of tho “Almas/’ 



Avho hnd mostly ftirntHlicd tlicmscircs 
pieces of coloured priiitfl, iVc., ai Aden, from 
which we turn out gowns and garments for the 
children, ^\ith the rapidity of a sewing machine. 
They have no reason to complain of the want 
of benevolence of the ** Bombays,” as I bclioTO 
contributions from the wardrobes of almost 
ovoiy one on board have been liberally given to 
tboso in need. Tbo eating and drinking is 
now, of course, worse Ilian over. Thirteen 
meals a day succeed each other with wonderful 
rapidity. We arc fed like hounds, and with 
food so coarse, it would not bo given to well- 
nurtured dogs at homo. 


Tliursdfiy, Juno 23 . 

The last three days have been spent in the 
same weary monotony of crowded decks, slow 
progress, and disgusting meals. Bi all this* 
wTctchcdness, our sick patient (who has been 
for some time established on deck), has steadily 
progressed towards recovery — n wonderful in- 
stance of the tenacity of human life ; hut the 
poor consumptive lady is growing weaker daily, 
and is evidently sinking. A protest against the 
treatment wo have received at the hands of the 
P. and 0. Company is being drafrx up, and 
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will lie signed by nearly all tlio gentlemen. 
The tbrcc doctors on board all say tbal Ibe 
mercy of Providenco alone has, by giving ns 
bead ■\\-mds, which have kept np a certain ^ 
degree of ventilation, saved us from the calamity 
of an epidemic, consequent on the over-trowding 
and beat. “Wc arc actually more in number in 
comparison with the size of the ship than there 
were on hoard the steamer last year which 
convoyed soldiers' wives up the Indus, when 
nearly all the passengers died of fonl air ; but 
thanks bo to God, who has sent ns such cool 
weather as is seldom experienced at this season 
in the Bed Sea 1 Wo all look sodden and ill 
(no wonder), and tbo children have whooping- 
cough, and arc covered with boils, and to-day 
the quantity as well os quolily of our food is 
rapidly dimimshing. There was much excite- 
‘ ment to-day by people making up thoir parties 
for the railway carriages across tho Desert, and 
the objectionable young lady expressed strong 
opinions on tho conduct of several officers and 
gentlemen, who contrived to elude the traps she 
had baited for them. 

Friday, Juno 21. 

Soon after breakfast wo passed close to a 
largo barren rocky island on our western side, 



■which lies ftt tlio cnfmnco to tlio I3ny of Sncz. 
Tho shores on both sides wero visiblo all dfly» 
generall}’ Iiigh pictnresqiio liills, hnt totaUj do- 
nnded of vegetation. Tho exact spot wlierc 
tlic Israelites crossed tho Ited Sea does not 
appear to bo corrcctl}* loioAvn, but it was in the 
narrow part of tho Sea. To-day onr pro^^sious 
aro reduced to tho lowest possible ebb, and 
what little there is, is bo badly dressed ns to be 
almost uneatable. The only palnteablo drinh 
is lemonade, made from limes bought by some 
provident passengers at Aden ; but this was not 
agreeable to breakfast upon. We went to bed 
rejoicing in the hope of its being our last night 
in tho “ Bombay.” 
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CILVPTEIl X^^. 

IAM> AT SUEZ — TRF UEStllT nUIMAT — LOST HTnOACJF 
— CAino — VATirE unrss — Eotmo itATii — poktt 
I tTBrvO — JCMMA BIIFRIFP MOSQCF — FA7A A«S-~tM!FCTS 
— EEPEFtTlOX TO TIIF PnLVMinS — THF TInOI^'8 CAAF 
— TOMB'? OF THE CALIPHS — AIFt-UMiniA — FSfBVnJC OS 

BoxjiD xnr “ikbcb” — aialta — cArucnrr monastfiia 

— OIBRALTAE— OID FVOI.AND AOAIN 

Saturilnj, Juno 25 

^YE anchored off Suez at htilf^past three this 
aaonung, and before long all \soio ashr to pach 
up, hoping to get early on shore, but alas! such 
a hope proved most delnsn 0,^0 vmitod till 
ten, and then nere fam to brcalwfnst off any thing 
Ave could get, and, after another noarj' hour, 
* tho httlo etcamer, vrhich had convoked tho 
baggage on shore, returned for the passongore 
"NYo ■wore huddled cn masse on hci scorching 
dcch, buthado adiou to tho “Bombay,” witli 
feelmgs of intense satisfaction and gratitude, 
heightened by lioarmg that her boilers noro out 
•of repair, so that it was a peculiar merej that 
we accomplished our Aojage without brcalung 
down, though the time we have been on the 
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scft, (twonty-onc days from Bombay,) is ordina- 
rily Fufiicicnt to cany tlio liiail from tlienco to 
England 1 Suez is a small dirty iialivo town, 
situated on a spit of sand projecting into tlio 
fica at tlio foot of fine sandstone mountains, 
said to bo those which prevented the Israelites 
from going across the Isthmus of Suez on their 
departure from Egypt. There is a largo liotcl 
at Suez, belonging to the V. and 0. Company, 
close to the landing place, and a great deal was 
said of a litUn, which was to bo licro given to 
UB, to make amends for our late paucity of sup- 
plies j but as the food consisted of a very limi- 
ted allowance of cold matton and chicken, and 
wo had to pay throe shillings for a pint bottle 
’ of beer and soda water, the entertainment could 
not bo considered a very liberal one. The 
hotel, though largo, was kept private, in ex- 
pectation of a visit from the Pasha, and having 
no place to sit down in, we took what repose wo 
could, sitting on our boxes in the hot courtyard 
for a couple of hours, whilst the train was being 
■got ready. At last, about three o’clock, we 
were bundled into vans, six Indies in each, 
drawn by a pair of mules, and jolted through 
the dusty streets to the railway station, a dis- 
tance of about a quarter of a mile, which was 
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sufficient to male us tlmnkfnl liail no fur- 
tlicr to go in such conveyances The gentle- 
men and the luggage TOre convoyed on open 
trucks, through heat that even ire thought tre- 
mendouB and after a seramblo incredible, no at 
ength eollected one party, and estahhshed our 
selves in the carnage appropriated to ns, hem- 
assured by the officials that our heavy ba-a-e“ 
which had been brought on shore m the mom- 
mg, would all be fortheommg on our amvaUt 
Uiro Tphero no purposed remaimng for some 
ays. to shako off the mass of our foUon-pas- 
ngors, and to refcosh ourselves mth the si-hts 

of Egypt Puff, scream, pnff, puff, puff! ang 
DOW ne pass tlirough the stragghn- viUa-e ami 
emerge on the deser^-an nndulahng pC rf 
sand, mtersected by a few smaU raLos and 
occasionally large stones scattered on’ the 
2°oth surface of the sand Now and then a 
nng of camels might be seen m the distance 
or an Arab m Ins blue gown, 
solitaiy way , and twice a misenMn c ° iV 
busb, about thirty mches high, renunded'^Lf 
the existence of the vegetable km-dom ^ 

Of conrse there are no StatioTia « 

every hour, when the sand has to be cleaneg 

D d 
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out of it. Tbo gonpral effect of the clcsort to 
ray mind, vms that of n country buried under n 
raantlo of ydlow unow, (and the glare was 
nearly ns great aa that of ichitr snow,) particu- 
larly ■when wo passed a range of high hills, the 
soft outline of wliicli lx>ro the closest rescra- 
blanco to a snow-drift. A few miles from 
Cairo tufts of coarse grass began to Bhowthem- 
Bclvcs in Ibo sand, and then a distant •view of a 
belt of palms, and other trees, indicating the 
valley of the Nile, (tho same yellow sand still 
at tho foot of the trees ;) gradually a few 
patches of culiiratioa irrigated and green, ihea 
some tall minarets and domes, and three ^eat 
pyramids stan(^ng out in the bachgroxmd 
against tho setting sun ; and passing a lai'ge 
white palace of tho Pasha's, we ran into tho 
large station at Cairo, the time taken in 
crossing the desert being five hours. There 
are, of course, no habitations to bo seen on 
the wayside, except an occasional tent, or 
ono of the old caravansaries, enclosed in loop- 
holed ■walls. Collecting our small parcels, 

I proceeded with baby and some friends to take 
possession of some rooms that had been secured 
for ns at Williams’s Indian Family Hotel, which, 
prepared and furnished like a French house, is 
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vei^ clc'in and qniel, and 011)3 professes to ac- 
commodate those who come to remain a fo\\ 

tUjfa Ij , ■s^llo had fct«i3od behmd at the 

Station to gel the heavy baggage, aoon followed 
me to sajjitwas ntterl) impossible to get at 
OUT luggage, which was locJed vpm the vans 

gomg to Alcvandria, so L niadc np his 

mmd to go on there himself in the luggage 
train at night, and return as earl3 as possible to- 
morrow with the recovered things 

Sunday, Jone 20, 

I got up early this morning and thought the 
new from my window the most amnsmg I e\or 
saw It looked upon the grand square, or gar- 
den, wlucU IS bordered hy cafes hke those in 
the Champs Eljsees, and crowds were passing 
to and fro, clad m the costumes of every nation 
under the sun, mixed with smart httle donkeys 
with gay carpet saddles, with enormous humps 
of red leather in front The Synan and Egypt- 
ian ladies wear silk gowns of bright rose or 
straw colour, a white thick veil hanging down 
hkc a long pointed beard, and fastened by an 
ornament down the middle of the forehead, 
showing only their splendid eyes, whose effect 
IS artificially heightened by a dark circle 
D d 2 
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wont to take a Turkish hath — n process, on the 
whole, more curious than ngrccablc. Giving 
my rings and money into tljc care of my drago- 
man at the door, I was ushered into a large 
ball, with raised seats all round, whore a num- 
ber of women and children were disembarrassing 
themselves of their garments, orsplasliing, in a 
state of Iroicti nature, in n largo basin in the 
Centro. I was handed up into a kind of stall, 
and told to take off my clothes, which were 
hung on a string, and by their fasldon excited 
a good deal of curiosity and amusement among 
the native women. I was then given a long 
white cloth to wrap myself in, and my foot wore 
thrust into wooden pattens, and then my con- 
ductress, (whoso solo covering consisted of a 
handkerchief bound round her head, and a 
‘ necklace of gold beads,) led mo through several 
rooms with wet marble floors, into a small 
apartment at tbo cud, wlucb was to bo for my 
solo use. All classes meet in these baths, the 
ladies only having rooms to themselves. The 
air was very hot and damp like a vapour bath : 
streams of hot water flowed into small basins 
at the sides of the room, and large cockroaches, 
who squeaked like rats, gambolled in everj 
• ’direction. Jlcro I wi« bcated on a stone seat, 
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and the scrubbing process was begun on nij 
hair, which was rubbed with a bunch of well- 
soaped fibres. This took a long time, and was 
rather pleasant, till the disentangling began, by 
dragging forcibly at it as if it had been a 
horse’s mane. It was in vain I remonstrated j 
I felt sure I should emerge bald from the bath, 
and, literally, when I was released, a bimch of 
hair sufficient to stuff a cushion was thrown 
down by my tormentor ! This torture ended, 
the scrubbiug was continued all over my body, 
which was at the same time sluiced with warm 
water. After a • time I was again rolled in my 
now wet cloth, and conducted back to the outer 
hall through a perfect Babel of brown mulities, 
who were talldug, laughing, scrubbing, and 
playing ■with the most perfect unconcern and 
amusement. Arrived at mj stall I had to dress 
in public, myairangemcntsond attire provoking 
much good-Iiumotircd merriment. Finally, I 
was served with a minute cup of coffee in a 
little stand, and then delivered over to my dra- 
gomon, who was waiting to escort mo homo. 

At four o’clock my friends and I sallied forth 
again, mmmlcd on the jolUest little donkeys 
that it is possible to imn^no: tlicy are trahie<l 
to rim in tlic easiest manner about six miles 



JUMM\ HIILHIFF MOSQUF* 


‘107 


an honr, and for riding in the nnrro'v streets of 
an Husteni tomi, arc miicli more convenient 
than liorses- "SVe went first to the Railway 

Station, hoping to find L nmyo hy » train 

3nst due; hnt he did not appear, nr^d we learnt 
that there was another later in the evening. 

^Ve then rode through the native bazaars of 
Cairo, which are very entertaining and gay 
with Iheir variety of goods — a separate bazaar 
being dc\otcd to tlic productions of each na- 
tion j — they are interspersed witR numerous 
mos<iues, decorated wnlh elaborate carving 
"Wo ascended a steep wmding lull to the citadel, 
which IS approached through ruinous fortifica- 
tions. The top IS crowned by the Jurama 
Shenff Mosque, whoso beautiful rjnnarets and 
dome form stnkmg objects m ah views of 
Cairo On entering the outer court, canvas 
shppers are drawn over one’s shoes to prevent 
scratching the pavement of polished white 
innrhlo. In the centre ib a fonntain with a 
domo and niches most elaborately and doheately 
carved, and round three sides of the court are 
arcades, the whole bmlt of onental alabaster. 
The fourth side is occupied by the mosque, 
built of tho same beautiful matenal. Tho 
windows in the arcades, and those m the 
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iDOsqiio nro filled Tvitli bronco gratiu^ of the 
most elegant designs. The interior of tlie 
mosque, exquisitely emred and polished, with a 
ceiling gorgeously paintctl, corresponds in rich- 
ness with the exterior. On one side is the 
tomb of Muhammed jUi, tho founder, rich in 
bronze and green and gold. Three circles of 
brass lamps are hung round tho dome to light 
it at night. Tho interior is an open space with 
carpets on one side, neara green and gold pulpit. 
Tho cfTect of the walls and pavement of polished 
and carved alabaster is beautiful beyond ex- 
pression. I think I never saw a church I 
thought so gorgeous and at the same time in 
such good taste, not even excepting St. Peter’s 
at Rome. It is built on tbe spot whex*e the 
Mamelukes were massacred by Muhammed Ali, 
who, doubtless, considered the erection of tlirs 
gorgeous temple a kind of atonement. The 
view from the terraces outside is veiy extensive 
and fine, the Nile winding like a silver thread 
in the distance ; at your feet Cairo with its 
thousand minarets and domes, nearly all beau- 
tifully carved; beyond, the great Pyramids, 
the aqueduct, the hill of a hundi-ed windmills, 
and far away, in the haze of evening, the 
Pyramids of Memphis. We stood on the rock 
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Tvliere the Mamolnhcswerc hutchored, and from 
■whence the last of them jumped his horse over 
the precipice, and so escaped himself, though- 
the horse was killed. A small palace of the 
Pasha’s stands near, in a pretty little garden. 
Wo were sliQ-an a nomher of fine rooms with 
European curtains and carpets, and handsome 
damask di'rans. The walls of one room ■were 
painted to resemhlo windows, with different 
prospects. The Pasha’s great bed, a mass of 
soft (luilts, looked comfortable enough; but the 
only thing I really admired was Ins suite of 
bathing rooms, all of polished oriental alabas- 
ter. The outer room had a couch on which to 
repose and take coffco after the fatigues of the 
bath. 

We rode back through another set of bazaars 
e(iually amusing, thronged with pedestrians in 
every variety of dress, donkey riders, camels, 
carriages gay -with gilding, large bullocks 
drawing carts, long iwlhees made for camels, 
put on drays and drawn by mxiles, men ha'wking 
water, sherbet, and various other things. The 
natives arc fond of sitting on wicker baskets 
like birdcages at their doors, or else reclining 
on carpets just inside the shops. 

L — ^ — did not arrive till mne p.m., having 
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Imd notliing to cut for thirty hours. He ^vas 
for ten hours last night shut np witli Egyjjtians 
•in a secouil class carriage, and on. arriving at 
Alexandria had a groat deal of difficulty in ro- 
covermg our luggage, anti only siicceecled just 
in time to catch the return train hero. 

Monday, June 27. 

The morning vras devoted to the TurHsU 
bazaars, whore wo purchased a fevr pretty 
things. At four o'clock we started on donkeys 
to ride to the Pasha’s garden of Shuhro. The 
road is shaded hy an avenue of sycamores and • 
acacias of three miles in length, terminating on 
the hanks of the Nile, at a largo and yet im- 
linished palace. Dismounting at a gate, we 
walked through a garden laid out in straight 
walks, with hedges of ch'pped myrtle ; flowers 
were scarce, hirt in this bare coimtiy the place 
looked green and pretty. In one comer stood 
a very trumpery snmmer-houso, of painted 
glass, but farther on there was a handsome kind 
of cloister, or gallery, built round a piece of 
water : tho pillars and floor were of polished 
white marble, and the ceiling beautifully 
painted. At the centre of each side, couches 
were arranged to rest upon, and at the four 
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comers v.oro furaislicd rooms, one wth a 
LiUiaril table, and another nlioso decomtious 
struck us as most beautiful and uncommon 
Tbc floors and VJ’alls'wcro of inlaid v,oods, the 
ebaudobers of many-coloured glass wtb silver 
mountings, the curtams of pmk and gold 
damask, and the coucbca and cliairs very ncli 
m gfldmg and satm. The ceiling vras white, 
and bine, and gold, and tlio only tables were 
two of pnro white marble The immediate 
envnons of Cairo are all highly cultivated, m 
perfectly flat gardens, interspersed with pretty 
• villas of two storeys high, with green jalousies, 
hko French houses One of these, a land of 
summer house, m a largo court hordermg the 
Shubra load, belongs to tbc Pasha, and there 
he was spending this afternoon His guard, of 
about fifty horse soldiers, clad m handsome 
v.hite jackets and loose trousers, with a small 
silver button on tbeir fez caps, were lounging 
at tho gates 


Tuesday, June 2S 

There are stdl plagues in Egypt Not to 
mention tho flies, which are innumerahle and 
loathsome, from llieir propensity to settle on 
tho weak eyes of the Egyptians, the fleas and 
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mosquitoes nro more ravenous and im]x>rtnDfltc 
timn any I have met •with. Cairo is charming by 
(lay, hut tho nights nro one long torment, 

"Wo 8tarte4«at five this inoniing.on an expo- 
dition to the Pyramids of Cheops, driving 
through Old Cairo about three miles to tho 
banks of the Nile, the road raised between 
deep ditches, being generally bordered by trees, 
or hedges of bamboo, a much smaller species 
of cane than the Indian plant of the same 
name. At tho river bank •we found our donkeys, 
and embarking with them in n ferry-boat, 
crossed the river, here di^vided into two branches * 
by an island. 

The Nile is now just beginning to rise, 
and in about twenty days ■will have attained 
its maximum height — twenty feet more. 
Arri'ved on the opposite shore’ wo mounted 
our jolly little donkeys, and proceeded along 
shady lanes and through groves of dates 
(a very stiff, formal looking palm), and then 
over a large tract of irrigated fields, now 
bro^wn and bare, towards the Pyramids 
which -with tho lights and shado^ws of early 
morning gleaming on them, looked very grand 
and wonderful. The sandy desert begins about 
half a mile from the base of the ncai-est Pyra- 
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Toiil, nncl they nro raised on a high bank or 
mound perforated in every direction with old 
tombs cut in the sandstone rode, and covered 
with dehris of small, or baby P^a^mids. TIio 
group is composed of three largo ones, the 
farthest much smaller than the other two.- Wo 
dismounted at the baso of the nearest, and 
were immediately surronnded by vociferous 
Arabs, who almost tore us to pieces in their 
anxiety to secure attending us to the top. Our 
dragoman had previously warned us not to tako 
money or any valuable with us, as those wild 
tribes are very independent, and have no whole- 
some awe of Europeans ; indeed they were* very 
disagreeable and half thieatenbg in their, 
manner to me, when during the ascent I got a 
little separated from the gentlemen of the 
party, and they all speak enough English to be 
impertinent. The ascent was much mote easily 
accomplished than I expected. One Arab held 
me by each hand, and a third assisted in the 
rear, and in this way I found no difficulty in 
climbing the steps, which arc huge blocks of 
stone, very much broken, and varying in height 
from two feet to four, hly dress was naturally 
rather an encumbrance, and one of my Arabs, 
talong hold of my gown, asked me why I did 
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not taUo it off. Tho view of Cairo and 
tint gnnlrn-lilvO vnlJoy of tl»o Nile is> of 
conrso, very fiiio and exiensivo, (liongh not 
boantifnl. ^^^nlst wo wero resting on the top, 
nn Arab boy ran domi onr Pyramid and up to 
tlic summit of tlio next, which is higher, in tlic 
space of ton minutes. The descent is Tory easy, 
I)y loaning on your guides and jumping from 
step to slop, n«(l I was surprised at not ox* 
pcricncing any feeling of giddiness. Onr break- 
fast awaited us at tho bottom, under the shadow 
of a projecting ledge. Only one of the party, 

Mr. W , went into Ibo interior, and Iiis 

account was, that passing for some distance 
down an incline, you grope your way through 
sovoral chambers lined with polislicd granite, in 
one of wliich is a sarcoplmgns of the same 
material, called tho Tomb of Cheops, but there 
was little to be seen, and that little but dimly 
seen by tho light of a solitary dip. The Arabs 
beset US again with redoubled violence when wo 
rose to depart, and nearly drove us wild with 
their noisy vociferations, greatly taking off from 
the pleasure of the excursion. EetUming, we 
passed close to the Sphinx, whose huge head 
projects out of the sand between the two ‘ 
largest Pyramids. She has lost her nose, and 
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never conld have been exactly a pretty girl. 
A. man standing by her enabled me to see that 
it is about six feet from the point of her chin 
to her mouth. 

The sun's heat ^vas vciy great ns vre rode back 
• over the plain, though very different in effect 
from the poisonous rays bo emits in India. Re- 
crossing the ferry, vre entered the carriage anti 
drove through the narrow and ruinous streets 
of Old Cairo ; and getting out to thread still 
narrower alleys, wo arrived at a very ancient 
Coptic Church, supposed to bo built over the 
residence of the 'Virgin Mary, during her sojourn 
in Egypt. It contains several finely caiwed 
wooden screens, panelled in places with inlaid 
ivory. Carious old pictures on gold grounds 
adorn the' walls, and underneath is a small 
crypt, supported by polished granite pillars, 
and containing a tiny cave, said to have been 
the abode of the Virgin ; though why she was 
supposed to have lived in such a hole, I cannot 
imagine. 

"We got homo about one p.ji. Passing a 
village to-day, we observed the people ma^g 
bricks u'ltli straw, like the Israelites, and halving 
them in the sun. We idso saw a mirage on 
the desert — a view apparently of n lake with 
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islflnds, v;hoTC in renJitj’ tljcro wns nothing but 
sand. In tlio nftonioon tto went up to the 

citadel, for L to see the magnificent 

mosque, which lost none of its bcaxity on a 
second Tisit; and aftenrards droro towards 
Bulac, the port of Cairo on tho Nile, but the 
dust was so disftgreeablo that wo returned 
liomc, and contented ourselves with strolling 
in tho gardens of tho great square till dinner 
lime. In tho evening wo generally sit under 
the trees in front of one of tho cqfcs, wjizch 
siirplios ua with ices, pipes for the gentlemen, 
and coSqo for those who like tho tliick infusion 
full of grounds, served up without milk, in tiny 
cups in stands. Bands, both native and 
European, play every evening, and the heatt 
mondc of Cairo promenade in the sliady walks. 
The bread in Egypt is excellent, and with 
water melons appears to bo tho chief food of 
the common people. Tho people employed^on 
public works receive no money, but a loaf of 
bread daily, in lien of wages. The Paslia is 
very arbitrary in his exactions, and -not a little 
eccentric in his conduct. He returned yesterday 
from Alexandria, and delayed the Overland 
Mail two hours, because he had lost two pipes, * 
which were eventually foimd on board Iiis yacht! 
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His passion is engine driring, and tberc being 
only ODQ line of rails, bo frequently cmlnngcrs 
many lives by bis recklessness. Ho is a ro-* 
markable instance of an Eastern wholly vitliout 
personal fear, but like most despots bis amuse- 
ments are of the most pnerilo description. At 
Sbubra wo saw several velocipedes, on which he 
debgbts to ride round tho marblo cloisters, an3 
two or three tiny canoes, in which ho paddles 
on the water of tho Fonntain, It is vciy 
noticeable that almost all the moil in Cairo are 
cilhoi blind of ono eye, or aro Buffering from 
ophlbalmia in both, and the Enropcan children 
seem all victims to the complaint. It used 
to ho common hcr6 for men to destroy ono of 
their eyes to savo themselves from the conscrip- 
tion, hut the Pasha was too sharp for them, 
and has organized a regiment of one-eyed 
. soldiers. 

Wednesday, Juno 20. 

"We started at nine this morning on donljoys, 
and jogged through the bazaars to tho Egyptian 
burial-ground, a large space filled with curious- 
looldng little wlnto tombs, those of the men 
.having a turban carved at ono end, whilst a 
sort of representation of a veil marks those of 
the women. 'We alighted before a largo 
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mosqno tJirco glomes, containing mtlnn 
tho tombs of the Pashas. Tlioy nro largo 
■Barcophagi of plaistcr, painted in gay colours, 
and wntli Bcntenccs from tlio Koran vrritten 
around. There 'u'cro aoveral men \Tithin, re- 
citing, in a nasal tone, verses from their holy 
hook. Outside tlie mosquo containing these 
Iloyal tombs are some Imndsomo car\'ed monu- 
ments, erected by Mnliammed Ali over the 
bodies of the Momelokes ho had murdered, 
a poor«compeu8ation, one should think, for 
their lives. 

On our return into Cairo "we "went, by appoint- 
ment, to call on the Chaplain’s wife, Mrs, 
Lieder, who had kindly offered to show us her 
collection of Egyptian curiosities. "We found 
her drawing-room quite a miniature museum, 
the moat conspicuous object in which was the 
perfect mummy of a princess, possibly, as early 
as Moses. This mummy is said to be an unique 
specimen of that era. There were many small 
mummies of a calf, of ibises, hawks, crocodiles, 
and one of an ox, which were considered sjm- 
bolical deities. Our hostess herself could read 
the hieroglyphic signs, and gave us much inter- 
esting and curious information on different sub- 
jects connected with the antiquities of this 
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conntiy. She told ns that the portion of Old 
Cairo in rrhich is sitnatcd the Coptic church ne 
■nsited yesteiday, is tho site of the Roman camp 
in which Antony and Cleopatra lived. Mrs. 
Lieder disbeheves the story of tho Virgin’s 
Cave, but gave good reasons for the snifposition 
that the church was hmlt over a spot made 
sacred by being the scene of the impnsonment 
and martyrdom of Christians dnrmg one of the 
perseenhons under the Emperor Diocletian. 

Eear Uio cbnrehwttsa small monastery, from 
which St. Peter is supposed to have written his 
Epistle dated Babylon. The old Babvlon m 
Assyna, bad before then censed to be a place of 
^portance, and Babylon was a name hfZcl 
Old Cairo was known to the ancients^ She 
suggested to us that the plam watered by the 
^lle in which Cairo stands, mav ° 

formerly the land of Goshen, which was 
to the Israehtes ; and tho “ 

lay on a sandy plateau between tho v 
of Cheops and those of Memphis It „ 
m the prophecies respec4 No that™ n“ 
man should henceforth walk throvgh it,” and 
tMs has been hteraUy fnlfiPed by the coo 
Btantly accnmulatmg debns from the vo T 
mundations of the Nde. fonumrsueh 
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(»f BoU on tlio loj» of llio niinfi, that tliougli 
IJJCM (lai)y will: uTfT it, no ono can nccnmtol.v 
pni<l io AVjilk iiiTMttjh it. SnecotJi, TvOicro 
the I«rac’litcJ< pro^'ions to tlio Exotlns, 

lay on tho plain we tmvemod pomg to tko 
P^TiinniT-t, iiinl tlio hankn of tlio river, a littio tft 
tlio Bonlii of where wo crossed it, may have 
hcc'n tho scene of the niiniclcs of Sfosea. A 
sniall island near Cairo ia said to havo boon tho 
Bpot where Closes was found; but as Pharaoh’s 
daughter probably lived in llio Koyal city of 
]\Teinphis, Bomo thirty miles distant, it is not 
likely to be a tnilliful legend. 

Mrs. Liedor’s museum contained Bovoral 
Bctilpturod heads and anns, some coins and 
Crosiers, and a beautiful altar vase, brought 
from tho mins of tho church at Thebes. In tho 
early days of Christiauity the Coptic quarter was 
a walled village, and the modem town of Cairo . 
had no existence. Our kind hostess was a per- 
fect miraelo of learning, and had all tlio history 
of the Egyptian kings, as well as tliat of the early 
Christians, at her fingers’ ends. Wo regretted 
much that our stay hero drawing to a close, we 
should not be able to avail ourselves of her 
kind offer of guiding our steps to some of the 
interesting antiquities of the neighbourhood. 
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After rclnming, as usnal, to onr hotel iu the 
middle of the day> for Bomc light refieshment 
in the -ftay of frail, Ac,, and an honr’s rest, ivc 
sallied forth again in the afternoon, and thread- 
ing the tortnons lanes of the bazaars, Avent 
^ut of the toivn on the northern side' by a 
noble gateway (to -which, from the outside, 
there is no regular approach), and winding 
through narrow paths with walls on each side 
(reminding mo of the one Balaam rode along, 
when the ass crushed his foot against the wall), 
wo passed through another largo cemetery, and 
approached a number of handsome tombs and 
mos<iues, the hunal-plaeea of the Caliphs, or 
of tlic heads and founders of the Mameluke 
dynasty Wc entcicd one of them, which 
though noiv m a state of decay, shows the 
remams of former splcndoiu, m a Mosaic parc- 
meut of many-coloured marbles, and aiahcbquo 
'pamtings on the ccihng This mosque has in 
the centre a circular opening to the an. 

Here are shown three separate impressions of 
Muhammed's foot, on a piece of daiL.-colouied 
marble, the impicss of five toes being veiy clear 
AVc did not enter the other mosques, and only 
just got borne before dark The -vfay in-ivbicb the 
donkeys thread their way through the ciowdcd 
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escort blocked up the lino before ns, causing 
Bevcral hours’ detention. The Delia of the 
Kile, between' Cairo and Alexandria, is llie very 
ugliest country I crer traiersed— a dead flat, 
•without trees, except a few stiff date palms, or 
here and there a garden The fields are still 
bare, except wbcre water has been turned 
on tbe nce_ crops, which then form a vasi 
swamp The flat-roofed villages resemble 
those in India m dirt and squalor. The rail- 
■way crosses the Nile and its branches m several 
places, the principal bndgo hasonlj lately been 
finished, and was last year the scene of a dread- 
ml calarmty, when the tram ran into the nver 
and a brother of the Pasha s was among the 
drowned On that occasion the Pasha drove 
bis engmo to the edge of the cansewaj the next 
mommg, and remained there for two dajs, to 
see, as ho said, if iheij dared to push him ml’ 

Tbe city of Alexandria is situated at the extre- 
mity of a long neck of land stretebrng out mto 
the sea. and approached through dismal lagoons 
and swamps On amvmg, we were nearly tofn 
to pieces by the touters from the nval hotels 
and eventnaUy wore earned off to the wrom^ 
one, where we had to compromise matters by 
portakmg of a bad dmner, after winch om 
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things were rcmove<l to Ahhott’s, where rooms 
had bccu already engaged for ns. We strolled 
through tho fmo square, which 'is said to ho 
exactly tho size of Noah’s ilrh, and were struck 
by the preponderance of coats and hats over 
oriental costume, and also by tho variety ^of 
languages written over the sliops, oU of wliich 
bad a decidedly European appearance. 

1‘ridar, Julj 1. 

The practice which obtains in Egypt of 
having no private siUmg^rooms in tho hotels 
is productive of much discomfort, driving one for 
refuge after breakfast from a dirty Salle » jMnn- 
gor, reeking with tho odours of many meals, 
to the fusty bedroom, whoso turo of being 
done has not yet arrived. In tho afternoon wo 
drove to tho so-called Pompey’s Pillar, a soli- 
tary column standing on a high bank outside tbo 
town, and chiefly remarknblo for tho’shaft con- 
sisting of ono block of pink granite. It is 
supposed by some persons that this is impos- 
sible, and that the ancients were acquainted 
with fiomo method of /using tho granite, so as 
to hide the joints between tho different pieces of 
which the pillar was composed. This column is 
considered hy antiquarians to he centuries older 
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Ilian Pompcy, and to havo no connexion nlmt- 
cver -witli liim. The Arab cemetery near the base 
of the pillar is enrions: each little graro has an 
aloe planted by it. About a mile farther from 
the city vre ■went to eco a carious old church, 
cxcaratcd in the sandstone rock by the priiui- 
tire Christians, the \raUs of uhich ^rcro painted 
in frescoes, nov? much decayed ; one represented * 
the miracle of the loaves and fishes, and there 
■were many portraits of the Apostles. From 
the centre of the Church branched off a long 
catacomb, and wo saw many excavated graves, 
leading apparently to subterranean passages of 
great extent. The gmdo, wisliing to impress 
us with the idea of the great antKimty of this 
church, assured us that it was 4,000 years old I 
Eetuming from^ our drive, wo passed through 
long alleys of trees, and streets of villas, which, 
•with their gardens, would ha\ o been very pretty, 
hut for the excessive dust, which seems to per- 
vade and cover every thing m or neai Alex- 
andria. "We stopped at a spot near the sea- 
shore, where* Cleopatra’s Needle now stands. 
It IS a fine ohehsk of pink granite, the hiero- 
glyphics on three sides of which are as perfect 
and sharp as when they wero cut ; those on the 
fourth Bide have Buffered a httle from the 
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wcnthor. It iisc<} to lie half hincd in Iho sand, 
]»nt a few years n"o it wns raisoi? to its present 
erect position, though, ns it is only supported 
on n few stoucH, it seems mimculons tlmt tlio 
first Bca-hrcczo does not lay it low. 


Satiinlay, July 2. 

"SYo wore up early to sco the bazaars, wlncii 
however nro shabby and j)oor, after those of 
Cairo; and on our return found that a cabin 
had been secured for ns on board the P. and 0. 
packet Indus,” wliich was to leave for South- 
ampton in a few hours. Then commenced a 
nevor-to-bo-forgotton struggle to get our lug- 
gogo and ourselves down to the wharf, whore 
crowds of Arabs vociferating for “ bncKshccsk ” 
nearly tore us to pieces. ^At last, we were 
fairly embarked in a dangerous little wherry, 
the owner of wdiicli positively refused to row, 
and recklessly made fast his large sail. It was 
witli feelings' of sincere pleasure that we took 
possession of our airy poop cabin on the 
“Indus,” which had the further advantage of 
being apart from the rest of the passengers. 
She is a fine roomy vessel, and though very 
full we were not ,at all crowded. We steamed 
out of the harbour of Alexandria at six p.m.. 
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(ind tlie bea\j (Iott aoS cold wind sent me to 
bed witli a Eniopean cold 


Tuesday, Jul\ G 

On Sunday, a dignitary of tho Church, 'who 
clnnced to he on hoard, read the Scmcc on 
deck, and preached a sermon which had cm 
dently "been mtended for use on a transport 
going to the Crimea, for ho found hnnscK 
suddenly growmg eloquent on the subject of 
‘Uender and devoted women/’ who had de- 
dicated themselves to the semco of the 
wounded and sich, and feeling that lus pre- 
sent congregation -were of a different cast, ho 
stopped, hegan again, and vainly endenvonred 
to adapt the remainder of the discourse to 
those around lum ItYc steam moderatolj fast, 
through a calm blue sea, the days are nice 
and warm, but the ovenmgs dully There 
IS a piano on hoard, and a hand uhich pkjs 
every evening, and tempts some of thoso 
who have heon fellow travellers from Cluna or 
India, to dance Wo ha^o a good many dnik 
Jlalaya on hoard, and Bo\cral Chinese nurses, 
cunous looking creatures, who carry tho hahics 
supported on broad scarfs passed over their 
shoulders 
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Julj C. 

A clmrming morning, fcho pleasure of wliicli 
was enhancccl by tbo hope of reaching ilalta 
early. About noon wo firat sighted the island, 
and by two p.m. hud safely anchored in the 
quarantine harbour of Valetta. The first im- 
pression of the island is one of wonder at its 
immense strength, every available morsel of 
ground being converted into some hind of fields 
works. The numerous towers of the churches, 
and the many-storied Houses crowning 

the steep rocks, are veiy pictui’esque, though 
one longs for a few green trees to contrast with 
tlie glare of the white stone. Pretty little 
boats, gaudily painted, soon swarmed around 

our steamer, in one of which L and I 

proceeded to the shore, and climbed a steep 
narrow street to the Strada Beale, where the 
principal shops display their stores of lace and 
coral to tempt the unwary. The day being 
hot, and being unaware of the close proximity 
of the places we wanted to go to, we engaged a 
carriage, the driver of which, for transporting 
us a few hundred yards, claimed the exorbitant 
sum of fifteen sliillings, wliich, there being no 
redress to be obtained, we were obliged to pay. 

After paying a visit to our hiends tho 
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W s, •vro proceeded to tlio monastery of tlio 

Capnclim monks, remarkaWo for a mor^nc, a 
cryi)t under tlio cliurcli, where the "bodies of the 
dead monks, clothed in their Ufc-attiro, arc 
arranged in ruches against the \salls. They 
are preserved from decay hy exposure to gieat 
heal (being roasted in fact) and by the extreme 
dryness of the soil ; some are quite skeletons, 
■^shilst others retain large portions of sldn and 
flesh One had a homd swollen tongno pro- 
tradmg from lus ghastly month, and almost all 
had assumed some grotesque or comical atti- 
tude, shockingly at variance with a sceno of 
death and decay. The youngest corpse had 
only been three years dead, whilst many 
were several centuries old. The walls of the 
crypt were ornamented with coimces and de- 
vices formed of human hones, and the whole 
atmosphere was dank and earthy. 

Glad to escape from this shocking spectacle, 
wo next visited the Cathedral ol^St. John, a 
magnificent church, the intenor walls of which 
ate nchly decorated with, gilded scrolls m rehef 
on a hliie ground The side chapels are dedi- 
cated each to a particular nation, and contain 
the monuments of the Grand Masters of the 
Knights Templars according to their nationality, 
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whilst the floors, of inlaid marbles, consist of 
tablets to the memoij of humbler personages. 
The choir, containing the Imights’ stalls, is vei 7 
rich in carving and gilding, and there arc many 
pictures, but none of any remartabje beauty. 
A fine chair of state ia placed on one side of 
the centre aisle, for “Victoria Queen," as .our 
guide informed ua. Our excursion on leaving 
the Cathedral extended to some of the shops, 
the owners of which drive a very thriving trade 
by the custom of the steamboat passengers; 
and hfter bearing a few tunes from a military 
bond, iu a Hnd of public promenade, we par* 
took of a very bad dinner at the H6tel Imperial, 
and returned at nine p.m. to the good ship 
“Indus," wliich shortly after weighed anchor, 
and steamed off c/i roiUe to Gibraltar. 

Monday, July 11. 

Vive days of perfect weather — tho sea as 

blue as a ^pliire, and ns smooth as glass 

brought us to Gibraltar, the last day within 
sight of the lovely mountains on the southern 
coast of Spain — the only incident being the 
appearance, one day, of a long black £io in 
the waters, which one of the sailors joldngly 
remarked might- he tho sea-serpent. On ap- 
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proacHng, it proved to be a large pack of seals, 
endeiitly on a journey. They swam close toge- 
ther, and kept exactly in line, with their black 
heads out. of the water, like so many dogs; 
and were summing steadily forward in the 
same direction for as long as wo could watch 
them. On emerging from my cabin at ^ six 
this morning, I beheld the groat white rock 
of Gibraltar rearing its head immediately in 
front of U8 ; and, rounding Europa Point, wo 
anchored alongside a coaling hulk by eight A.ir. 
Before us lay the town, with its gardens and 
terraces ; the groat rock towering •over it, 
pierced by innumorable gallories, and covered 
with zigzag paths; joining this to the main- 
land, lay the flat strip of neutral ground ; now 
covered by the white tents of an English and 
a Spanish camp — the villngo of San Roque 
perched on a rock, and Btirroundcd by fields 
and gardens ; and, farther round the bay, the 
town of Algesiras reposing on a background of 
beautiful mountains and green valleys, dotted 
with coimtry houses ; — all this, with the blue 
Mediterranean for a foreground, covered with 
vesselsof all shapes and sizes — from the stately 
English tlirce- decker, to the little country 
boats — formed a panorama of beauty, far sur- 
passing any thing I had imagined. 
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We were to remain five Iiours ; and the dis- 
embarkation of passengers was remarkably vrell 
managed, a certain number of boats being pro- 
vided by the Peninsolar and Oriental Company- 
tickets for •whieii vrere obtained on board — thns 
avoiding the usual scenes of extortion and squab- 
bling. We landed ; and, walking up the High 
Street, might have fancied oni^elves in England, 
had it notbeenfor a few foreign names, and green 
jalousies. After breakfasting with some friends, 
wo mounted donkeys, with curious^addles (mine 
was a pad placed between two pairs of cross- 
trees, and covered with gay-flowered cliintz), 
and, ascending the steep lanes of tlm town, 
passed through the gate of the old Moorish 
castle, and entered a range of tho celebratetl 
galleries, with which the rock is perforated in 
every direction, and which contain embrasures, 
bristling with heavy guns. 

Wo paused on many of tho open spaces to 
admire the lovely views; butwero ohUged, from 
lack of time, to limit our excursion to St. George’s 
Hall — a chamber excavated in a largo and eemi- 
delaclicd piece of rock. All the galleries wo 
saw look towards Spain, but tliero are many 
others on tiic different sides of the mountain ; 
and tho rrince of Wales has lately laid 
the foundation of a now battery of ninety gnns, 
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on the only bido irluch flppcnrc3 ill-dcfended. 
Returning towards llio town, ^\o were delighted 
with the numerous wild flouers growing lu the 
ercnces of tlio roch, Tlio monkeys arc larely 
seen, except in tlio early morning; hut par- 
tridges, and some other game, are ahuudant. 
The “ Indus" weighed anchor at ono and 
wo steamed closo to tho hoaulifid shores of 
Spain, having tho African momitama in liazy 
outlmo on tlic other side. Towards oicning 
we Capo TraXa^gar/- where the enemy's 

fleet lay prc\iously to that great battle. 

Our progress up tho Coast was very m- 
tcrestmg; wo passed closo to tho mouth of 
tho Tagus, and within -viow of tho heights of 
Cmtra, crowned on its sbarjicst pmnaclo with 
what was once a Moorish castlo, then a con- 
vent, and IS now the favounto palace of tho 
King of Portugal. 'Wo crossed tho Bay of 
Biscay with scarcely a npplo on tho water; 
though tho cold wind was trymg to us, coming 
fiom tho East. On Saturday, July IGth, wo 
found ourselves steanung up Channel along the 
Borsctshiro Coast — which had a cold, green 
aspect, stnkingly different from tho scenery 
among winch the last two years of our lives 
r f 
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had been passed — and, passing through the 
Needles, under a broiling sun, "we found our- 
selves entering the docks at Southampton at 
half-past one o’clock p.u: ; irhere all looked so 
familiar, 'we asked each other, could it,, indeed, 
be, that two years of such varied scenes had 
passed since we last set foot in dear Old Enf- 
Innd ? 
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now I HELPEB K THE PDnSUIT OP 

TAHTU topee." 

■nr HAJOIt i.F.oroi,D rAQET. It njv. ■ 

. mo tiff f lottors informing 
mo tnnt I had toon appointed bv HE tt 

IrContal Ma’t'Vtpb 

™bcf r f 

Having to ivait for orders before I coni if 

the Field Battery then nnder if 

was not until tbo 27tb of tlmt ^ “mmnd, it 
wife and child and mjeclf hif cTof 
Dharwar, and on the agreeable nnl 1 • 
we had made there, to enl ofal ^ 

900 miles, to the ;egion rf CentS '’'I™* 
we supposed my troop to I shfu omU tf 
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details of oiir joiiTDDy to Poona, anti thciico to 
iUimodnnggcr, ns that has been noticed in 
tlio foregoing pages, nntl I take np my sioiy 
Irom tlio day I left my wife at tho latter Station, 
in a fitraugo place, among strange people, to 
shift for herself as best she could. But *'duty 
is duty, and must bo done,” so accordingly, 
haring laid a htdlock-dak, I started at 8 r.M- 
on 28rd'No7ember, on'my pilgrimage in search 
of my now troop, of the whereabonts of which 
none o%the authorities at Poona or Ahmcdnng- 
gor liad the smallest conception, no advices 
haring been received from it for weeks past. 

I had, however, hopes of gaining intelligence 
if I could make my way as far as Mhow, in 
Central India. .TrarcUing through the night, 

I arrived at Aurengabad on 24tli, and became 

the guest of Captain S , the Commandant, 

who received me with the kindness so universal 
in India from one Salub to another, 

I remained at Aurengabad till 27th, laying 
in further stores for my solitary ramble, and 
among other things I bought a useful pony 
for Domine, ray body-servant, justly concluding 
he was moTo likely to attend to my coismo and 
other comforts, if I made things pleasant to 
Jiim, than if I obliged him, native fasliion, to 
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perform liis journey on foot, or jolt in n buUock- 
hadmj ! On tho 27th November I arrived at 
oolmarcy, a distance of IG miles, and found 
a tlak-baDgalow in wliicli to put up. Haviub- 
to make -28 miles to Sailoor tho next day I 
Varied at half-past 2 a.m. on Sunday; my 
^ey Persian horse, possibly having eonscien- 
tioas scniplcs against Sunday travelling, vas 
good enough to commence tho day’s work by 
Plotag upon his head, and tlirowing mo, 
which, as I happen to be a heavy man, and the 

The journey of tho 29lh bronobt . 
Ajunta, and I became as usual the guest of 
a perfect stranger. Major Gill, late of tho 
Madras army, a soUtaiy European 11™^ at 
that place, for tho pumose nf „i,„. , . ‘ 

tho wonderful Cave Temples of 
Ellora. Ho had a cha^^ 
most excellent cook and cellar and I leftK “ 
pth much regret, coupled fe^,“ ."“rf 

isappointment, that I could not take Svan 
tage of his kmd offer to ke mv 
these wonderful remains of a former aC buTl 
fol 1 was bound to join my troop at fte e’arfe^ 
possible moment, and that I bad no rigbrto 



488 


APPENDIX. 


indulge in a plcasnre excursion on my OTvn 
account. 

At TuUigaum, where I arrived on December 
Tst, there was no travellers' bungalow, so I had 
to put up for the day in the native serat, a hot, 
stinking place enough, which I was rejoiced to 
leave, at 5 next morning, for Bpdir, wherl, 
to my surprise, I saw in a tower of the small 
native town, an undoubted English clock, which 
struck the hours, and behaved in all respects as 
a clock ought to do. Here I found SOO baggoge 
animals for General Michel's Field Force, on 
their way up countiy. Journeying .on my 
Bolitaiy path through the jungle, ’jnst as day 
was breaking on the rooming of December 8rd, . 
an enormous tiger crept stealthily across the 
road, just in front of my horse ; but I conclude * 
he had partaken of an early breakfast, or I aliould 
not now be writing these lines. I had a long 
ride that day of 45 miles, and on reaching 
Boreliampnr late, I fonnd an outpost of the 
23rd Bengal Native Infontiy, and mode merry 
with the ofBcers in the evening. I arrived at 
the strong Fort of Asseoighur on December 4 th. 
The jangle at the foot of the fortress was dotted 
with wliite tents, and sure enough, here I found 
one of the many columnsin search of the rebels. 
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As Colonel Becchor’B column haiipcned to bo 
going in tlie direction in whicli I vrished to pro* 
coed, I gladly accompanied it on the 5th of De- 
cember, and passed a most agreeable day iu 
tlic society of tlio officers of tbo column — ^hear- 
ing all sorts of professional chit-chat, from 
•which I had been dobarred for a long period. 
On the Gth I remained with the column, as 
rebels were supposed to bo in tho neighbour- 
liood, and travelling quite alone had become 
ticldish work. On December 7th, Colonel 
Beecher, having received tidings of the enemy, " 
mo'ved off his column in quite a contrary direc- 
tion to that in which I was going, so I went on 
by myself to Diesgaam, twenty-two miles. 

Here my servants picked up all sorts of dis- 
agreeable stories about the proximity of rebels ; 
averring they had just burnt a’ village about 
five n^es off — through which lay my oiiward 
route. I could only hopo they might have 
finished their depredations heforo my arrival, 
and decamped ■without leaving stragglers. Next 
morning, lea-ring Diesgaum at daybreak, I en- 
deavoured to canter, with an airy unconcern, 
through tho looted viUngo : undoubted traces 
of recent outrage were visible all about it ; and 
I confess to a feeling of satisfactioir, wheu* I 
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foniid myself -with ft ivliole sldn at tho nest 
Station, in company Trith a Civil Engineer, ’whom 
I fotmd in possession of tho travellers* hunga- 
lo'w. 

I arrived at JJhovr at sis p.u., December 9th, 
after t’wclvo-honra’ jolting in a hnllock-Jmc^L-eri;, 
and found some officers of the 8tU Hussars oc- 
cnpj’ing tho travellers* bungalow. Tho next 
day I passed an agrceahlo ovening, dining with 
General hlichcl, who commanded lliis division 
of tho army, and all the varions columns then 
engaged in hunting rohcls in the field. Hero 
I got authentic infonnation, for tho first timn, 
of tho place where my troop was likely to he 
found, Tiz., at or ahout Rutlanm, and heard that 
it formed part of a cavalry column under tho 
cqmmand of Brigadier Somorset, C.B., son of 
the Commander-in-chief at Bombay. I also 
heard that General Michel, hearing I was tra- 
velling up country alone, had sent an escort of 
sowars to meet me ; hut I had never fallen in 
with them. I may here remark, en passant, 
a peculiarity I afterwards observed ahout these 
detached columns, who were engaged in hunt- 
ing the rebels. They were all commanded by 
officers of zeal and experience ; and they aU 
wanted to ho the one to catch Tantia Topee ; 
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and as each inintcd Hs own column to do it 
Tpithout interference from another, in addition 
to chasing the rebels, the columns were often 
running away from one another ; so that when 
the nninitiat^ thought they were in hot pursuit 
of the mutineers, it fre<jnent]y transpired that it 
was only a rapid conntennarch to get out of tlie 
neighbourhood of Brigadier Somebody else, who 
had been heard of within a few miles of the last 
halting-ground. 

On December 12tb, having procured five 
camels from the Commissariat department for 
n>y baggage, I started by Dak gary, vUl Indore,, 
for Rutlaum. At Indore, Sir Robert Hamilton, 
the Resident at tho Court of tbe Molmrajah, 
kindly ordered an escort to accompany mo to 
Rutlaum, ns the rebels were known to be cer- 
tainly about these parts, and a solitary Euro-* 
pean would stand but a very .poor chance. 
After travelling all day, I arrived at eleven p.m. 
at Rutlaum on December 13th, and found two 
guns of the Royal Artilleiy, under Major Grant, 
who thought, but was not certain, that the 
column I was in search of was in, or near, 
Sclaneh. Here was I in a pretty piclde. I 
had sent on my horses and baggage animals 
from Mhow, by ndvico of tho General, to join 
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this "wancleiiiig army at Kntliinm ; but the co- 
lumn bail not been tlicrc, and’ notliing certain 
vras bnorm about them. My bnllock-duk had 
come to an end, and I had no autliority to lay 
another, e\en if I had knomi in \ 7 lnch direction 
to send relays of beasts; so, hero I found my- 
self, -without a change of clothes — mmus horses 
and baggage — attended only hj tho faithful 
Boioine — -uhoiti I had kept nith mo to do my 
cooking at the haUing-placos. ‘Wlnle ponder- 
ing over this dilemma, I was informed that a 
detachment of tho camel corps, imdcr a Son- 
hadhat of natiro infantiy, had just nmTcd, eit 
route to jom tho very column I was in search 
of; BO I joyfully perched myself on tho Icadmg 
camel, and a^say we -went about two v.ii., De- 
cember 14th : but, on rcacliing Selaneh a few 
hours later, we found no traces of our wan- 
denng host ; so we journeyed further to a place 
called Peeplodc, and there bivouacked under a 
tope of trees for the night. 

I endeavoured to make m 3 self as agreeable 
to tho native officer, ns my total ignorance of 
the language -would permit — by constant hand- 
sbakmg, and smoking innumerablo pipes of 
peace and good-feffowsfup f ascertained, boeoo- 
bow or other, that he iras a Jew, and ive re- 



444 


APPENDIX. 


mained great friends all the time we were in 
the field together — a day seldom passing witli- 
ont the ceremony of the ‘‘hand-shahe.” Tins 
first evening, after Domino had procured me O' 
light repast of tea and chujpattics, the native 
officer appeared, escorting a large cJiarjmi, or 
native bedstead, he had procured for my use, 
and on Tvhich he tucked me up with cloaks and • 
blankets, witli the care of an old nurse. 

At dayhi'eak, on the 15th of December, we left 
Peeplode; and suddenly, about noon, came, (juito 
micxpectedly — to myself, at all events — in sight 
of nu English encampment at a place called 
hloera ; and, to my great joy, it proved to bo that 
of tho very column I was in search of; and I 
soon had tiio pleasure of greeting my old friend 
Colonel Gardiner,^ whom I had come to relievo, 
and who only waited my nnival to start for 
Bombay, cn roitte to England, I was rejoiced 
to find that my baggage and horses had found 
their way to tlio column, and I was soon com- 
fortably ensconced in my o^vn tent; and next 
‘morning, on taking formal coramand of my novr 
troop, found tho horses in good condition, and 
ore:y tiling in tho fine order it was sure to have 
been kept, under ray predecessor. Tho column 
I liad joined was u cavalry one, under Brigadier 
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&omersot, consisting of Iicnd-qnnrters of 17 th 
ianccrs, commandca Ly Lienlenant-Colonol 
Bouson— four gnns of my Troop (D) Royal 
Home Artillciy, and two companies of the 92ud 
Hi Idandcrs, mounted on camels— and onr ob 
joct was to try, by sheer Imrd marching, ^wo 
onld not overtake and bring to action the mu- 

Ptdnal dance all roimd tho conntra- ^ ^ 

(for^' M“oXoS‘'h f 

orders to make a rapid mamlf Vefl' 

in one direction, wlrUst I went on 4th mv ^ 
remammg guns, the Highlanders ami ^ 
ron of 17th Lancers, under tim Bri v 
Jo™ to try and cut them otfhr another 'iho 
next day we were entertained at , 1 ;,.,. c “ 
Nawab of Jowra. who s4 Ll , '’J 

Brigadier daring tho mn^ JT'’'^ 
honquo. He is an enlightened naf™^ 

EngUsh, and affecting ^0401" “’ 

keeps up a little army of his own 

t-WQ, or three regiments of inf * of 

gnns. Ho was°ver; 

prolong our stay in iijg teixiW 

pretended, or really believed, TharL“had 
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n‘Iifil)In infonnfttion of the enemy’s intention to 
pass tliroupli tin’s noigliliourliooil in n da}' ertw’o* 
Afler tliniicr Iio entcrinined ns vitli n parade of 
his hunting chetnhs and two or tlireo giraflbs; 
and for a frolic, our StafT Ofilccr, Wood, of the 
17th, bent upon ridiug a lively young giroOb, 
before any one could interpose, slipped over tlie 
balcony ou to the nstonisho<I beast's back,' who, 
of course, immediately began a violent course 
of plunging aud * buck-jumping, so that the 
gallant officer, though ho clung manfully to the 
anunal's neck for some seconds, was shortly 
prostrate on the bosom of mother earth, a good 
deal shaken by lus fall. 

Wo arrirod at tho rains of tho Station of 
Mehldporo (lately destroyed by tho jilntinoers) 
on 23rd December, after four days’ marcli.’irorQ 
Jowra, without incident of any kind. It was 
saddening to ride about the deserted canton- 
ment, and seo the ruin and desolation of what 
a short time sinco had been a very pretty 
Station : the burnt and rained bungalows, the 
gardens nil laid waste, and the utter silence, 
and absence of all life around, made a very 
depressing scene', 4 - 

‘ Mrs. Timmiiu, wife of Colonel Timmins, the Com- • 
mandaat of the Mehidporo Contingent, had a miraculous 
escape. She mounted her home to fly with her husband, 
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Clmstmas-Day My oliserved Uy ft Imlt, 
and prajers read in the camp, ^Onlsl in llio 
evening the officers of Iho colnmn all dined 
together, and had a real good Christmas dinner, 

when the mutinons Sepoja commcnecil firing on their 
ofiicers, nm\ her horse was shot nnilcr her She refiistd 
to mount another, but prefiiral trusting hcrhclf to the 
fidelity of her dirzeo (or tailor), who ofltred to conceal 
her TO his hou'o, -nlnlst Colonel Timmins galloped ncarh 
one hundred miles before he joined the column adrnncing 
to his relief, under the command of Colonel Orr, Sfadmi 
ArtUlory As soon ns possible, the troops pushed on to 
MchidporCf •which they found hurnt and deserted , hut on 
inquiring, Colonel Orr was told of a house ivlicro it was 
supposed lira Timmins was concealed Ho called out 
m English, and at last cfiectcd an entrance and beheld 
crouched lu a comer, half dead urilh terror, a being in the 
dress of a native woman, who proved to bo poor Mrs 
Timmms alive and unhurt, but having been Imnted from 
room to room, and from one place of concealment to 
another, during five days and nights, till every hope of 
rescue had almost died wjtbm her 1 need scarcely add 
the faithful dirzee was retained os a pensioner Mrs 
Timmins's favounto d(^ was also saved and concealed by 
its attendant, and restored to her •when tho country ngam 
became quiet Severe vengeance was taken by our vie 
tonous troops on the inhabitantB of the native •vilbige of 
Mebidpore, who were supposed to have been concerned in 
the^utiny, for the whole place ivas so completely swept 
away and destroyed that not even a stone remains to 
mark the site of their fonner habitations 
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Domino nctunlly pro.lncing nn enomon» 
plum-rn.iaing 1 Tl.o l.onn, passcl 
«„,iK nnd Btoiy, nml cnrionsly cnongli. glios 
Btorico being on ll.o fnpis-nll of 
—Ml officer, n perfect olrangcr to mo, toU, M « 
wcll-nntbcnliealq<l mimloto of , 

wlmt Bingnlar Bnpomntaral meffiont that bod 
Imppcnccl ycara before to myself Lea™ 
Mcbiilporo on Ibo 27U., wo marcbed to a place 
called Indarb, and I vraa mud. amnsed at over- 
hearing 11.0 following colloquy between Bethuno, 
'who commanded tl.o Higblandcrs, and ono of bis 
men. I leaving my camping-ground, • 

when I came upon Bethuno, a kneeling camel, 
and a standing at * ‘ attention ’ ’ beside 

tho beast but at rather n respectful distance. 

JJcihuuc said, “ Now, Donald mon, you must 
really mount, or you'll bo left bobiud; the 
jjrif»adier will never hall the column for your 
whimsiesr ' 

JlhjUander : “ Begging your honour’s pardon, 

I would rather walk; the beastie is dangerous.” 

Bclhwie: “Nonsense, mon, jump up.” 

Highlander: “Be^ng your honour’s pardon 
n"ain, na ! I enlisted for a fut soldier, and I 
will natido.” 

At this point of the dispute I had to pass on, 



l>tit Bctlmno nflcrwanls toUl me tliat the man 
hid to he earned in a Ahoohi, the fact hoiii" 
that, nnacenstomed to camel c\crei6c, and •uiar- 
ing only a 1 lU, ho had finffored Be\crcl,\ from 
the uneasy jolting of the animal 
^^oxl inomiiig I ■was awohe h) “Boot and 
Saddle ' shorlly after imdniglit, so there cvi 
dentU was RonictUing tip, as the Bngndicr had 
last evening named 5 am ns the hour for the 
march, away we went till dajhglit, tihcn a 
holt was sounded for brenhfost, after which we 
pushed on all day, and reached a place called 
Soosencer, a distance of 32 miles, at 8 30 p M , 
having marched unceasingly, except the liour 
for breahfast, Bince 1 \ m 
Beeemher 29tli, we left all our lot and 
tmder a guard at Sooseneor, and 
started -with merely llic clothes on our backs 
During the night tve bivouacked for a few hours 
at the Kalasind nvor, onr dinner consistmg of 
a few native sweetmeats, and some water to 
drmk After a short halt uo came up on the 
morning of the 30lh with Colonel Benson s 
column, that had parted from us at Moera 
The Colonel had engaged and defeated the 
rebels on the previous day, and taken a good 
deal of booty, "with several elephants This 
G g 
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ailnmii, like ns, Imd left nil their hnggngo 
behind them, nnd woro generally in a very 
dnapidalod, dirty, and hungry condition. The 
troops Imd jnst killed a Binnll Brahmin coWj 
which tlioy lind found in tlio imtivo village, and 
winch they proceeded to cut up and devour the 
boat way they could. The fact is, pursuing 
rebels under the burning, enn of India, without 
Comraissnriat or camp equipage, rest or shelter, 
is very rou^h work, approncliing to tho very 
^vorgo of hardship. Fortunately our Dinsion 
'‘had ■brought some food, conveyed in my Iios- 
pitaUcart, which, having broken down early'in 
tho campaign, and being unfit to carry sick or 
disabled men, .was turned into a mess-cart, 
to carry articles of cumne, and proved very 
useful. Wo halted an hour or two with Colonel 
Benson, who, with his officers, gladly partook 
of some of tho food wo wero enabled to prepare, 
for the first time sine© leaving Sooseneer, for 
though caning the appliances wherewith to 
satisfy our hunger, we had had no time to 
attend to our bodily wants. 

* After a hasty meal, we parted from Colonel 
Benson g column, taking witlx us the two guns 
of my troop that had formed part of it, and, 
taking up the running after tho rebels, pro- 
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cceded 21 miles to Kelcliiopoor, wlicre wo 
Ijivonrtckcd for a few Ijonrs, tlien mnrehed 22 
miles to Clumelln, wl\crc we' snatched a month- 
fal of food, and thou on 15 more miles to 
Saltool, whoro wo hironached under n tojyc of • 
trees, on the night of X>cccmhoT Slst, 

There were c\idGiit signs of the proximity of 
the rebels daring this march, and that they • 
conld not he Tcry far off, as the fires were still 
Rmouldering, at which they had^cooked their 
food. On our march to-day I was attracted, 
by'tho sight of an elephant standing near a^ 
village about a quarter of a milo on onr left : 
my men also saw it; as did also a native servant, 
who was walking by my side, I immediatoly 
reported the circumstance to the Brigadier, who 
sent a troop of 17tU Lancers to capture the 
aiiinial, but nowhere could ho be found ; and 
though, from his size, an elephant is not easily 
Wdden, it appeared, in this instance, as if lie 
had vanished into thin air. “While on the 
subject of elephants, I may mention that tlu-ce 
were attached to my troop ns baggage animals 
♦—and, if properly managed, they arc most use-, 
fnV in that capacity, from their strength ^and 
endurance — ^hut one of these was a highty- 
tighty, 6clf-\YiUcd sort of a gentleman, who 
og2 
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latterly declined carrying any thing but one 
tent — ^hich, fqr on elephant, was a ridiculously 
small burthen. He used to cariy, in addition 
to the tent, a huge troop-chest, containing all' 
the records, books, stationery, &c. ; but one 
day, in tlie middle of a march, ho, suddenly 
stopped, untied the cords with his trunk, and, 
deliberately depositing the obnoxious-box on the 
ground, refused, from that day forward, to suffer 
himself to be again loaded with it. This same 
elephant was the cause of much delay in our 
passage of the Tnptee, by declining to 
across. J^o persuasion could induce liim to 
approach the bank of the river ; so, at last, 
the head mahout was sent for ; and he imme- 
diately went up to two steady old elephants, 
with whom be conversed for some seconds in 
Hindustani, evidently explaining the diffi- 
culty to them. Thoy appeared immediately to 
comprehend what was required of them ; for 
they straightway proceeded to place themselves, 
one on either side of their refractory com- 
panion, and shoved liim, by main force, into 
the river. 'Ulien they liad got him well out of 
lus depth, thoy hclnbourod him -soundly with 
their trunks, and then drove liim out on the 
further hank. 
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After a few hours* rest at Saltool, wo started 
again at midnight, just as the new year was 
breaking-, and, after four hours' march, wero 
• ordered to halt, in strict silence, and proliihited 
from smoking, were, at last, on the heels 
of the mutineers — a spy informing us that tliey 
were encamped about two miles in our front. 
At dayliglit, on January let, 1859, wo mounted 
•again, and Brigadier Somerset made his dis* 
positions for attaclung tho enemy. The horse 
artillery were in tho centre, following a track — 
it could hardly bo called a road — the 17th 
Lancers on cither dank; whilst the D2nd 
brought up tho rear on their camels, ready to 
dismount and form at a moment’s notice, if 
required. We proceeded in this order for tw'o 
miles; when, all at once, we came upon two' 
largo bodies of the enemy’s cavalry — each about 
2,000 strong. They w'ere about 800 yards in 
our front ; one body rather to tho. left, posted 
near a village; whilst the other body w’as a 
good deal more to tlie right, in tho open countrj*, 
among paddy fields. I wheeled my guns off 
-the 'road, into the open ground, on my right, 
brought them into action, and opened fire with 
Bholl, wliich I bad tho satisfaction of seeing 
burst beautifully among both bodies of the cne- 
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my, ca«i5ia" t}ioso on tlio loft to wnvcr iiniDC- 
(liatcly. ' Tlio cncmj on tlio right, liowevcr, 
Btood thoir ground ■well; imd were being led 
and 'encouraged by n native, conspicuously 
dressed in white, and mounted on a handsome 
wliito horse. IIo ■waved his s^word, and "was 
evidently cnconra^ng them to charge the guns ; 
wliou, suddenly, a round shot Jmocked him and 
his horse over, aud several followers rushed out 
and carried him into their midst. It ■was Tantia 
Topee himself ( Somerset now ordered mo to 
limber up ; and away ■wo wont to ■within 400 yards 
of tlie enemy, who opened a brisk fire upon ns 
with musketry. I now loaded with canister, but 
the courage of the matmeers failed ; and as the 
guns were being rammed borne, they ■wheeled 
, and fled. “ Front limber up I ” Again, “ Gal- 
lop 1” and away went Somerset, Wood, Tram- 
peter Golding, and myself: but, alasl alas! 

I beard an ominous cracking of whips behind 
me, and felt what had happened ; and, on look- 
ing round, I saw my guns, instead of following 
me in a beautiful line, were in a most irremdar 
echelon, 'with the drivers plying wlups and spurs 
in vain. The poor gun-horees were done to a 
turn ; the last little gallop in, the vpaddy field 
had finished them, and I could hardly be sur- 
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prised ; for, daring the last five days -we had 
marched 1G5 miles— marching, litcralTy, niglit 
and day. The last eighty miles, followed hy 
tho action, had hoen vithout a hall; and when 
the force bivonacked later in tho day, the men 
had been on horseback for forty-two hours out 
of tho prorions forty-eight. Four of my gun- 
lioraca died of fatigue. 

The 17th Lancers now started in pursuit; 
and Soraersot directed mo to take my troop 
into the track, go on, qmetly at a walk, and 
open fire if I had a chance ; hnt I never got 
the opportunity. I saw no more of the rebels, 
hut once, when a large body of them wore seen 
on the brow of a hill, at some distance, but 
disappeared on catching sight of the guns. 
The road was strewed with loot in all direc- 
tions, and the Lancers were scampering all 
over the country pursuing detached parties. 
"SYbilst I was halting in the road, I espied a 
rebel Sepoy mounted on a tattoo ; and he came 
BO near my troop, that, nnahle to resist the 
temptation, I started in pursuit. He threw 
himself off, and hid behind some hushes ; and, 
when I came up, I saw my dusky friend^ 
crouched down, with liis carbine pointed at my 
head. I desired a couple of my men, who had 
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followed ino, to tftke him prisoner; but, on 
turning ’ivwfty, I heard a heavj' thud, wliieh told 
ho had received scant mere}’. 

On rejoining, iny troop, the Brigade Major 
%Yas good enough to take me roundly to task 
for my undignified conduct, in galloping about 
after individual rebels; but as the Brigadier 
made no remark, and "Wood happened to bo a 
good deal my junior, I patted him on the head, 
and forgave him his cheek. Ho was not far 
wrong, ‘however, as my bad example had get 
jny motmted detachments wild : they all wanted 
to leave their guns, and go rcbel-htmting on 
their own account ; and I had some difficulty 
in restraining them. 

An alarming report reached us here, that the 
invaluable Domine had been Idlled ; which, 
fortunately for our bodily wants, turned out to 
be incorrect — as, on our return towords Burode 
to bivouac for the night, wo found him sittiu" 
on a door-step in a village — having manao-ed 
however, to ride one of my horses to death. 
■\Ve were all right glad to reach our camping- 
ground, and to get a little food for man and 
horse. 

A report reached us that Tantia Topee was 
Idlled ; but we scarcely believed such luck was 
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in Btoro for us : tho Bhot had undoubtedly killed 
his horse— ft veiy handsome -white Arab— but 
the rider, whether killed or wounded, -was 
quickly carried out of Bight. It turned out 
afleru'ards that ho lived to give us plenty more 
trouble, as I shall presently show ; but, in point 
of fact, this "waa tbo last stand — ^if stand it could 
be called — ^madc by any considerable body of 
rebels in that part of India. 

"Wo halted three days at Burodc, and heavy 
rain setting in, added greatly to onr discomfort, 
being -without tents or shelter of any kind. On 
January 4th we changed our ground to a place 
called Chuhra, about ten miles off, where we 
remained till the 9th, when our tents and bag- 
gage arrived, and having been twelve days 
-without shelter, and with only the clothes we 
stood in, this event -was welcomed by all. 
Colonel Beecher’s column, -with my remaining 
two guns under Hill, Joined us on the 10th, 
and Hill brought tho sad nows of the death of 
poor Tillard, one of my subalterns, who had 
been left ill at Mhow. He had distinguished 
himself greatly in the Crimea, and had the 
Xic^on of Honour, heaides other war medals. 
On January 11th General Michel and Head- 
Qoarter Staff arrived, and -uhea ‘the next day 
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Colonel Trice, commanding the artillery in this 
division nf the army, tviUi Iiis adjutant Stirling, 
followed, wo wondered wliat was up. They all 
hclicvcd the report of Tantia Topee’s death to 
1)0 eorrcct. On 12tli I got letters telling me of 
my wife’s dangerous illness, and I cndently 
looked so anxious that Barras, commanding tho 
Camel € 017 ) 3 , asked mo if any thing was wrong, 
and on my telling lum lie immediately dis- 
patched a soirar on a saumce (or fast-riding)’ 
cornel, foi-ly-fivo miles to the nearest telegraph 
otBco, with a message from mo, the answer to 
which would, I tnistcd, relieve my anxiety. 
Good, kind, gallant Barras 1 
Wo left Chubra on 15th Januaiy, and 
reached Kajoorie on 20th. I bad just*tumed 
in that evening when the sergeant-major came 
to me to say, that two of my guns were to bo 
sent away again, with a squadron of 17th. 
“All right, warn Lieutenant Hill.” It was 
always poor Hill’s turn, there being nobody 
else ; ho was a very good subaltern, gave me 
no trouble, and, what was worth a great deal in 
this country, never made a muddle of the ac- 
•counts of his detachment. The detachment 
was to be sent towards Na^har, the authori- ' 
tics of which place were knoviii to be.disaficcted, 
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and had latolj refused Gupplics to one of onr 
columns. . * 

AVc marched xnto the fine old city of Kotah, 
on 22nd January, the General amusing liiinself 
on the line of maich hy shooting black buck, 
and ln^a^inbly maldng himself ngiccahlc and 
land to ns all. Kotah is a handsome city, though 
still partly in ruins, from the effects of the siogo 
it sustained nine months ago. Wo were en- 
'camped in the Compound of the Kcsidcncy, and 
I Tisited the upper room, the floor and coiling 
of "which "uero stained with the blood of Major 
Burton and lus two brave sons, who wero cut 
down after defending themselves from room to 
room for five hours m October 1857. Major 
Burton, our Resident ah the Court of the Kmg 
of Kotah, had left tho place on the breakmgout 
of tho Mutmy, and remamed for some time at 
Neemuch, where he received a warning from 
the long not to return, as his Majesty felt 
poweiless to afford him protection. In the 
face of this warning ho returned to Kotah, and 
m two days lus house was attacked by tho mu- 
tmeers, and ho and his two gallant sons brutally 
murdered. The kmg does not seem to have 
made any effort to save them, but noxo the old 
hypocrite pretended to be our most loyal ally, 
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aufl gave a splendid durbar in honour of '(renerai 
Michel, ‘Who appeared at it attended lyy all the 
officers of the column, and liimself entertained 
the king at a similar fete the following day. 
The king also invited us to witness an elephant 
fight, which was a veiy tame affair, the poor 
boasts only hutting at one another. On the 
23rd, dining with the General, we were regaled 
with land-turtle'goup, but the reflection of the 
sort of food the reptiles were likely to have 
shared with the vultures and native pigs rather 
took away the gusto with which one .enjoyed the 
dainty dish. Next day I was excessively 
unwell, which I, of course, attributed to the 
turtle sonp, but our chief was brisk as usual; 
notliing ever seemed to hurt him. Kotoh is 
famous for tui'quoiso, wliich may be had for the 
trouble of picking up by those who are enough 
of lapidaries to know a precious stone when 
they see it. 

On January 2Sth the horse artillery and 
Highlanders crossed tlfo Chiunbul at the Gum- 
match ford. Getting the guns over was rather ' 
a delicate operation, as the bed of the river was 
entirely composed of hugo boulders of rotk, 
with deep holes between, into wluch, horses, 
guns, and all, occasionally disappeared. In 
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consoqiionce of these tUfficnlties the rest of tho 
foico remained another day at Kotah, and 
joined us at Batwareh. On 2Ctli Hill returned 
■with his two guns, and the squadron of lancers, 
Kagahar having been settled by Colonel Napier 
and his division. 

The next day wo mardicd twenty -four miles 
to Noorgaum/ On this occasion, I had neg- 
lected to inform myseK of the name of tho 
place to wliich we were hound. It struck me 
that our course during tho night had been 
rather erratic, andonmormng brealdng, I could 
discover nh traces of tlie 17th Lancers, who were 
leading tho column. This gallant corps had a 
habit of marching at night by files, and when- 
ever they came to a wet place, or broken 
ground, of crossing it in single file, and then 
closing up at a trot, and thus they were easily 
lost in tho darkness. Finding himself left to 
his envu resomces, my guide suddenly squatted 
on the ground, and when I desired him to 
“ Jeldie jow,” ho only shook his head. I asked 
him loudly, slowly, and in my very best English, 
what was the meaning of such conduct, but 
could get no reply beyond a shake of the head. 
Presently a camp-follower, who understood a 
little English, came tip, and I told liim to ask 
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tlie man .-wliy ho di(l not proceed ; the reply 
was, To wliftt placo does the Sahib want to 
go?” This was puzzling’; liowever, I was 
relieved from the difficulty by the commanding 
officer of 2nd Bombay Cavalry, who rode np 
from my rear, and wlio knew the name of the 
place to which we were bound. The guide still 
remained immoveable, declaring he did not 
know the way; hut after volumes of talk, and I 
boliovo tlireata of flogging and hanging, ho 
started off again, and eventually piloted us safe 
to Nooi'gaum. There were often difficulties 
with the guides. The countiy peoifle did not 
like the employment. It took them a long 
way from tlieir liomes, and Uicy were veiy badly 
paid for their troublo. The mode of proceeding 
was, to catch by force as many men as wore 
wanted, from the native village nearest to the 
place where onr troops were encamped ; they 
wore then marched to the <juartcr-guards of 
tlie respective corps, where they were kept 
till wanted. 

From this place we continued marching for 
n weelr, without any incident wortljy of record, 
and having no satisfactoty tidings of the rebels, 
it became api?arent that they Imd slipped away 
from us, a disagreeable report prevailing ilmt 
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they Imd macle for tlic Biljanccr Josort, and in 
tmlicipation of follo\nng them tliitlvcr, Somerset 
talked to mo about carrying orator in aldus I 
Tbo General ordered ns to fall back two marches 
to a place called Sharpoora, where wo arrived 
Fcbraary 5tli. Wc wore evidently at fault, and 
were to halt till more certain information of tlio 
enemy’s movements could be procured. 

On the 2nd February my second Captain, 
'Williams, joined us without bag or baggage, 
after a long stem chaso, and having had some 
narrow escapes from detached parties of rebels. 
The connti^ was by no means safe for a solitary 
Sahib to travel about in alone. Tho General 
went off the same day with the Political Agent, 
thinking to get news of the rebels. Shortly 
after Captain Williams’s anival I discovered 
that he talked Hindustani like a native ; I 
conseq^nently felt that if my gallant friends of 
17th slipped away from me another time in the 
dark it would not signify ; but alas ! I no sooner 
got my Hindustani scholar tlian I lost liim 
again, for I was called at 3.30 a.m. on the 
morning of the 10th, with orders to send two 
guns under Williams after General IMichel. 
They inarched at six, with head-quarter camp, 
and a troop of ffaucers, to join the General, 
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The remainder of the column arrived on fho 
12th at a place called Sattoneh, and left it next 
morning early, onr Brigadier having some in- 
formation of the enemy’s ■whereabouts. 

We halted about mid-day, in fervent heat, at 
Roopaualile, but instead of pitching our camp, 
and getting under cover, we got orders on tlio 
contrary to leave onr tents and baggage behind 
us, and to start again on another dour, literally 
in hot pursuit after a body of the enemy, said 
to be commanded by the famous Rad Sahib. 
We took the refractory elephant with us, 
tliiuking the one tent be condescended to carry, 
might be a great comfort to creep under, when 
the pursmt was over. As soon as the few 
necessary arrangements wore made, wo started 
off again, and made at once tliirty-nino miles 
off the reel, before the halt sounded. On, on 
we went, day and nigbt, day and night, only 
halting just to feed the horses now and then, 
and to swallow a moatbful of food ourselves. 
On dismounting from my horse at noon, on 
the 19th Fcbmary, I staggered against a tree, 
— a touch of tlic sun, no doubt, -which was 
not surprising, — tbo wonder was, we all boro 
the exposure and fatigue so well. Wo enmo 
across some of the enemy’s tamping places. 
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recently used, ^Olich gave us liope of soon 
overtaldng them ; and on tli© 21st vre halted at 
a place called pooghm, having marched 104 
miles during the last six days, of which ninety- 
four had hcen performed in the hist forty-eight 
hours. Tins would ho good travoUing for a 
column of troops in a temperate climate, hut 
in India, it must ho rememhored, on account of 
tho deadly influcnco of the sun, troops in 
ordinary times' only march at night, and then 
only from ten to twelve miles at a time, witli 
comfortahlo tents, inwliich to repose during tho 
day. Wo, oU tho contrary, had had no shelter 
from tho sun, (an enemy at all times more to 
be dreaded by British soldiers than any number 
of rebels,) since the 13th inst., when 'U’c loft 
our equipage hehmd us. Fortimately, at 
Booghra, there were fine topes of trees, •which 
afforded shelter to tho men, while tho officers 
made use of tho mess tent, carried by the poor 
elephant, whoso feet were literally in holes, 
and covered •with open sores, bo that he could 
not have kept up another day. 

On February 22nd, the General and his 
aide-de-camp, Colonel Elkington, came in from 
Neemuch. They brought •us a leg of mutton, 
expecting us to* be half staiTcd, and were 
n h 
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agreeably swrjjrised to find us sitting ronnd 
jjlentiful board, to T?liich tbej immediately sat 
down. Onr broken hospital ctjrt was a grand 
instittition, and made ns capable of great tilings. 
The General brought word that we had diiven 
the enemy to a standstill, pot far ofi*, and that 
they were inclined to negotiate, if not too 
hordlv nreesed. This was the reason of onr 
halt. 

On 27th, our tents and baggage arrired, and 
oh, what a hunying and scurrj-ing of native 
servants^ there wasi what splasliing of water, 
and upsetting of tubs ! and great was the luxury 
of a thorough change of garments. There was 
a great parade of tho whole force on the morn- 
ing of Ist hlarch, to rcceirc the submission of 
300 rebels, wlio had agreed to surrender and 
lay do^m their arras, on condition of their lives 
being spared. Tho troops were drawn up in 
line, Avith tlie Horse Artillery in the centre. 
Tho rebels formed lino facing ns, and a ragged, 
trnvcl-woni set of rnflinns they looked. Each 
man s{op2)ed from tho ranks in turns, salaamed 
low, and laid his amrs down at tlir Goncrars 
foot. They were then marched under a guard a 
short distance, to a cainp of their own. Imme- 
diately ^nftor the parade, the 17lh Lancers. 
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\vitU two of uiy guns under Hill, iimrclied ofl‘ 
under the couuiirtiid of Colonel Benson, to have ' 
another general “ look roraid; !’ more, I believe, 
for ■puqioscs of police, than for any more 
serions work. 

The following morning I started 'with the 
remaining* two guns of my troop and some 
Bombay Cavalry, en route for Ncomncli, in 
charge of the rebels who had sun'cndered ; and 
thus the cavalry columu under poor Somerset 
was broken up. Poor fellow 1 Ho died about 
three years after in England, his death hastened, 
indeed, I may say, entirely caused, by exposure 
during this short campaign. I had only heen 
four months under hia command, but I learned 
to feel a gi’cat pci-sonal regard for him. Ho 
had previously seen much service nt the Cape, 
and had now been well selected to command 
what was called par excellence “ the Cavahy 
Column ” for tho pursuit of the rebels. How 
ho performed this duty, I have endeavoured, 
though I fear in a very imperfect and inadequate 
‘ manner, to show. The campaign was now 
virtutilly at an end, tho rebels had all fled, laid 
down their arms, and dispersed ; and bow’, 

• some weeks later, Hioir great leader, Tantia 
Topee (alas ! for us, alivo and woU) was ^ven 
Hh2 * 



4GS 


Al'PEKDIX. 


nj) by liis friend Maun Single, iried by a Mili- 
tary Commission, and liangcd, bas bScomo 
Inatter of bistory. . , 

I arrived T^atb my convoy at Neemuch on 
3rcl of March, and delivered them over to the 
proper authorities. I believe they Tvere each 
given a small sum of money, and sent to their 
homes. At Neemnch I found Captain Williams 
and two of my guns,* and here we remained till 
the- 17th, when my troop marched with a 
portion of the 72li(l '•Highlanders, en route for 
Itiho-w? there to be qu^rtef^. 

On 22nd we arrived at Jowra, and dined 
with onr old friend the ‘Nawab, who came out 
to •meet us, glittering in a rich Oriental dress, 
finished off vrith (oj> boots and breeches. On 
March 28th, we arrived early at Assowtah, 
and having refreshed • myself with breakfast, 
and learned the native language from 'Williams 

to the extent of “ Yeh MhWche rusta hai?” 

is this the way to Mhow ? — I rode forward by 
myself forty-five miles into that Station, and 
had the happiness of again joining my wife and 
child. 

On 1st April, Williams.^Avith my troop and 
the Highlanders, arrived arMhow, and bn 2nd, • 
Colonel ^Price and his Adjutant started for 
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ileerut, ■which "was to he his future btalion, auil 
^vhe^e, m the repose of cantonment life, I trust 
mj^old friend would rcco^cr somewhat of tliat 
comfortahle rotundity of form of which the 
hardships of the campaign had sadly shorn 
him, and that we may h\e to ndo together 
over the grassy sward of Woolwich Common — 
a pleasing exchange from the burning, and 
plains of Central India. sooner had wo 
settled down to the monotony of bfe m a 
Station, than all, officers'*' and men, jneon- 
tmcntly fell sich, ani, as soon as my 'W'lFo and 
myself had partially recovered from a severe 
attach of. fever, I apphed for, and obfcamed, 
leave of absence to proceed to England, the 
voyage to which has been already detailed m 
the former portion of this httle work. 


THE END 


oitBEar 
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